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INTITULED 



An A& for eflabli(hing certain Regulations, for the better Ma- 
nagement of the Territories, Revenues, and Commerce of this 
Kingdom, in the £aft -Indies. 

W HEREAS Diftfrderi of an alarming Nature and Magnitude have long j»re- 
vailc'^, anJ do ilill continue and inrreafe, in the Management of the Territo^ 
rial Pollcflions, the Revenues and tne Commerce of this Kingdom in the 
Eaft'lndies; by Means whereof the Profperity of the Natives hath been greatly dimU 
niflied, and the valuable Intcreds of this Nation, in the faid i erritorial PolTenions, Re* 
venues, and Commerce, have been materially impaired, and would probably fall into 
utter Ruin, if an immediate and fi ting Remedy were not provided s Be it therefore 
CAadled by the King*, mod Excellen* Majefty,’by and with the Advice and Cnnfent of 
the Lord s Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this preUnt Parliament alTembled, 
and by the Authority of the fame, That the Gov-rnment and Management o^ the Ter- 
ritotial Pollenioni, Rtvenues, and Commerre, of the United Company of Merchants of 
England trading to the l.afi In ics, by the Ditecioitf and P prir o's of the faid Company, 
or either of them j and a i u. fi i ular the Powers and A ’tnnritics of the faid Dire^lors 
and Proprietors, or of ary Spccnl, or General, or other Court there f, in the ordering 
and managing the faid Poireflion^, Revenues, and Cr>mmerce ; .md all Bleclions of Di- 
rectors of the faid United Company, be, and are he>^eby d' c a’-'-ri to be difconiinued, for 
and during the Coa'iniiance of shis Afl j any Charier, Ufa^e, L<w, or Statute, to the 
contrary notw>thftanding 

And be it further enabled by the Aiithoritv aforefjid, That, for the better governing, 
ordering, and managing the f.id Territo »al Poireflims, Revenues, and t omnince, the 
Right F7onourable William I ar' Fit/vsiMam the Riuht H »n' ir *' > Fredeiick Montag-, 
the ln^ght Honourable George Legge, comm iilv called Lo d V f ountM.rwinij'n, the 
Honoifrable George Augu'’us Nortn, Sir Gilbe t Ulio' Baronet, Sir Henry Fie chcr 
Baronet, and Rubert Gregorx K qiiirr, (hill b-, and they a»c herenv c.inftilu'rd jO.I ap- 
pointed Dire£lorsof the laid United Comp nv, a« d /hall h-, ami thry arc herchv con/li- 
tuted Members of the faid Company j an/ (hat 'he .no D re-'lnr'* he-'by mpomted. or 
Three of them, Aiali have, ufe. potr*is, and ex r'ife, .11 an.! fingi lar rl;r Powers 
and Authorities whim have been, at any Tone he etofo e, vcOed :n, or'*a’vfi,lly Mrer- 
cifed bv the /aid Direflors h reby difeon'tnued, or Pnprierots, or by the General Court 
of Proprietors, of the faid United Comn^my, and all inch Crth-r and o: her Powers and 
Authorities, and under fuch Direfli ms, and fubj^'fl to Auh L- inti-ms and pfe/lri^lionr, ' 
as in this AdV, or in any other 'he provi/i<>ns whereof are nor hereby alre-. 1 o re- 
pealed, are contained, for the Government and Mmag^mcit of the faid Ternf »ii.»i p.^f- a 
frffinij*. Revenues, ana Commerce, of the /'aid Un.tcd Company, -or in annviie tclaiive 
thereto, X 

A d be it further enabled by the Authority aforefa'd, TI]U the faid Dir'-Go s here' y 
appointed /hall, and they are hereby authorited and mnp 'wcxcd, irnmnliU'* y from md 
after the Commencement of this Ail, to enter nto and upon, r-nd to polTe^s th-m/.'lves , 
of all Lands, TenementSi Houfesi Warehoufes, and o^her Buildings whatever, of nr be- j 
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. ..u t'Omiyny; and aWb to take Into theii CuHody and PoflilTion 

Ddconifins, Ciia.tcrs, Art-, Infljuinfntt, Liltcrj, an-i other Fa- 
All Shipi and VcfTN, Goi ds, W.ires, Merchati-’i;;;--., Muncy, 
^Pee^rities ior Money, .irid all other Efle£ls wh.i'ii ever, of or belonging toil;»' l.iul Unitto 
^S^ompany, in Ttuiifor, and for the nc-urfle of the Fruprlctors thereof, and to have, hold, 
'and pollefs (he fame, m like Manner as they were held and the Dirc^urs 

hereby difeontinued, fuhie^l to fuch Charge', CJaima, and Demamf, as do or may aileet 
the fame ; which Dirediori fo difeontinurd. and ^11 other Oilicers and Scrvanc: of the (aid 
United Cim;'any, are hereby enj 'iued, immediately upon the Ketjuifition vf the (aid Di- 
redlors hereby appointed, fignified u. der their Hands and Seals, or ihr Haoib .ii,d Seals 
of any Three of them, to (h iivci to them, or to fnch Fcrlun or Feifoiis as ihev ihal! 
- /or that Furpnfe appoint, all luch Linds, Trnen ents, Houles, Warchoufes, Buildings, 
5ook8, Records, D cumen'.s. Chatters, Arts, InrtrunnentG, Papers, Ship', VrUfl*, 
Goods, Wares, and Mcrch.iiiuizes, Mon^y, Sccurtti-s (or Money, and all other Efterts 
whatfoever. 

Provided always, and he it furth.'r enarted, That all the Lands, Tenements, Houfer, 
Warchonfe', and c»!.tr buildings wh?ie\e', of or belonging to the (aid United Company; 
and alio all Rooks, Records, Dokun ents, Chaiters, AiMs, InAiumcnts, Letters, and 
other Papers V lutfccver ; and alfo all Shinn and V'^els, (Lois, Wares, Mrrchandi 2 es, 
Money, Seriirui -s foi Money, aiH al' other Efforts v\hat(oe\cr, of or belonging to the 
/aid L^n ted t'oiTipiny, (hall beano remain the Property of the fa.d Comp.'ny j and that 
the faid Company (hail have, I'fe, ain! enj .y, the tudulive Trade and Commerce her<‘wi- 
forc ertnted and now cn'i yed by them, and fliall have and enjoy ail Rinedt and Advan- 
tage aiifme fr'-m the '1 crritoiial Acq i.fuinns and Revenues l.itcly cht.'med in the Eafl- 
Jndies, in the I'an.e Minnei, and (or »he fatne Term, and in (iicli Pioportion', as the 
aie now (eciired to fem ; and th tall and ev'TV ti-e Right*, InfcreHs, Privileges, 
knd Anthill,':"', wri i; arc now vefled inthe (a’d Company, and wli'ili are not herthy 
taken ava.iy, 'i'ered, ir vjr*e.!, (l.all r.-n.a n 'o, anil ton'inue in, (he (aid Company; 
and that ihe ('.*i'l Compa y (l-.dll be ar.fv <n‘ilf for. and b- 1 able to le hr'i' fur, all Debts, 
Covenant', C'c nt-arts, and Damand vt h i'h'"*"*r, in as lull and aft»plf Manner, to all 
Intents and Purpofes wl.atiuever, a* if th s Art hac never been matle. 

And, for (lie loh* Piirpiie o( I’riUring ar, i minjg.np rlje Commerce of the faid United 
Companv, mdiT and h hj»'rt to the Oicwr' and D.icrt o/'S of liie faid Dircrtors hereby ap- 
poin*ei, bf it Turthir enarted bv the j^uihoriiy a(o'-e:.>iil, That Thomas Cheap Ffquirej 
George Cum ir.g f-Cqnirf, Ruhard Ha 1 Eiquire, Harnlon Efqunr, J('fi*]'h Sparkes 

Xfquirc, John Mich e Lfquire, |o!in S'l ith I fniiiie, f^rorge 'F^tern Efq"irr, .md James 
Moflait trqni'P, brit ■' Pi* prii't i*, « .rl. t f iht n., i>t Twi' thoiifand Pmind'i C ipital Stock 
in the ('.I’d U.ii ed ('.in’ par t , at hati, (hall b- AlFiiLint Direrturs, for the Purpoi'e laft 
aforefaid; and (h -l', from 'F mc to Fm e, w.thi*\n Requifnii n, and alfo as often as they 
ihal' he thereunto requned reix er ..n Acc« unt of tluir Pricicdings to the faid Dirertors 
hcrely aproned; jinl in all Ma''’^ ar. ! Tilings vi hatloevrr, (hall purfiie and fol- 
low AkIi ‘/rJ'is a*id Dirtrti . 11 ', as ‘ • y (hull .'lonn Tunc to Time receive I'rpm fuch 
Dirertjri. ^ 

And b '• f ii'iior 1 or.rtv d bv ihe Ai-h-nty aferefaid, Tlut the DireiHor- hercjiv ap- 
poini'M (h.i.l, i'tiure ilu./ ihall execute or art in the l.iia Olhee of Dircrtur hereby 
appo.nteu, take i i.. Joli -v. .o Gath t 

** T yf. B d.) ^■’’h''u'ly ; . m le r ' fwe.-’r. Tint, in v:.e Oflice of a Dirertor of 
** ^ i.‘ier'''"d Comi..nyt. Mer,.l,.*.:ts cif Fsitih.i. iiading to ilie E.in-lndios, J 
VM.! he If''. .Tiren' an.' -qi. <1 fo.n'! M,nrer o* snd I will give my heft 

'v’cp AiPft.'ncc u f tiSe S'i|pi»t Govc.'np'''iit o( the (aid Coinp.iny, and 
“ ( ri!ir;,-fj.l Mjnageni! r.i of toe Te»fit*i ial I’^'dr/ljon:, the Revcnucf, and the 
*' r’ f (t tins K.ing«;om in th" E tit Indie*; and 'n *hc Execution of the laid 

(> ?,ret. Dir-einr, ( will fai'hi’iillv i-id hunchly dernaan myl'eli, .ucording to the 
“ 1 e(i i>( m\ Skill and Underfl rndin”.” 

Which Aid 0..'h, anv Two of fhe Dirert 'rs hcnl y appointed ftiall from Time to Tima 
have Power to ar'mif'iM'T. An'’:l :’ he AftiOai.r fjir'rtors uf ih<; faid Company, be- 
fore they (bal. cxccuie or ull i:i ikc O.^lvC ot Alhilarit D.reCit.r, (ball take the following 
Oath t O' 
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“ J /?. do faithfully prorr.ife and fwear, That, in the Ofrice of AlTiftant 0i» 
“ let'^or of the Uiiiicil Company of Merchants of England tr.vding to the Etft* 
** Indi-*-, 1 will be indilfprcnt and equal to all Manner of Perfons, and I will giVf, 
my beft Advice and Ailidance for the canying on, managing, and improving, the 
“ Trade add Commerce of the fiid Company ; and in the Execution of the faid Office 
of Alfiftant Diredlor I will faithfully and honeilly demean myfelf according to the, 
“ beft of my Skill and Underllanding.** 


Which faid lafl mentioned Oath any Two of the Directors hereby appointed Ihall froin 
I'ime to Time have Power to adminiftet. 


And be it lurlher enafted by the Au'hority aforefaid, That in cafe any Vacancy or Va- 
cancies fliall happen in the Office of the faid Direiints hereby ippoinieil, by Death, R^r 
fi/riaticn, Removal, or oilierwife, fuch Vacancy or Vacancies fhali be hlled by h;s Ma« 
under his Sign Manual. 

And be it further enabled by the Authority aforefaid, That In cafe any Vacancy or 
Vacancies Ihall happen in the Office of the faid Affiftant Direftors, by Death, Rchgna- 
iion, Remnvil, or othei v. if^, fuch Vacancy or Vacancies fhall be lilicd by the Majority 
o* il.e Piopri' tors of the ('.iid United Company, qualified 2* the Manner required bv an 
Ac> of the TbiitcciJtli Yi-ar of his prefent Rdajcfty, intituled, “ An Ad> for eftabliihlng 
certain Regulations, for rh** better Management of tlic Attairsot the Blall - India Corri- 
p.iriv, well in Imlia .is in Euroyen” which Proprietois, at iuch Lledion of any AI- 
f'Mant nirc^^iT, ihall roi vote b\ Ballot, orin any other coveit or concealed Manner, but 
ii.anopi'iv C'ovir, f<.r ih.ii Purjofe only fpeeially lummonedj and every tuch Proprietor, 
In givina 1 IS or hci Vot< , fh..ll fuhfcribe his or her Name, in a Bm k to be prcp.ired .'or 
th.it PnriM fe, u/nler the N.irnc of the PtrJon fur whom he or fiie fliail vote. 

And ' e it fin tli'T en-i^ted bv the Au'hunty abireiaid, That if Five of the faid Dr- 
;e 4 tor« hertliy apjK’Si.T-d, who fliall be pi^fent at any Meeting, ftiall, uyon Enquliv, .ird 
1^‘ier Examin-uion ’-.‘o the (h luluCi and Rehavieor of the l.nd Ailiilant i;iri.‘lot.s, find 
tliat any ot them iv ;’'ji)ty of Negleft or Mif''crrie.nnor in the rxetutinn of Ins .fini OiTue, 
or ot wilful Ditobt’dienc 1 of anv Ortfer <»r Oidets of ti.e fjid Directors I, .-reby, ap'.'oiut ■ 
they are htrefiy au i.fi'-*! >*d inipooerfvl to remove and ''i/plate lui-h .'iiiWlant Di'Cifioi ; 
entaring in ih.ir P’u .. s 'bdr Re. loos le'pr^ively, for removing or oitplacing inch 
Affiftant Direilor, v. ' .“.i » -fpeflive Name/. 

And lie it further tna'^l i * y me Authority .iletcfa'd. That the laid V/iiiiain Earl Fita* 
wt'liaiTi fliall c<‘, during his rontinuance as a Ducfloi hy virtue ot ih'S ^'h .'.irnari 
r the Board ot I)Mt'*lcr3, and r’n* l.n(i Ri^iit H«'r.onT4tMC I'ndcicls L'e, utv 

Chairman thereof 5 r.nd if the l^id Chairman ihall oie, »cf»on, or be retnoved from f.^ili 
Olrice of I^ire^or, at .my Time during the Contimiai re or th s li en and in ihac 
Cale the faid De, uty Cuairmiin ihall focrced to the cl Cha-rnian of the faid Bo.'.d 

of Directors } ami if th- faid Deputy Chairnian beinp be^nJns C'.'imm.n « f tha feid Beard 
or Dirfi^ori fh.tli alio r lign, or It renitved from t'l-: f.>-d U;' cv.;f Di'caor, th'^n 
and in that C-ale, < rul nio in c\eiy v>ihcr I'.i e ot a Vacanry m tlie O'hic • 1 Chairm.'n ot 
the faid B.v.rd of DiieC,ff>iSj the fins Di:rc'o» hci-i y i; pointr.'i ».'■{> '{• and "Icut Dr.c 
of thcmfclvcs to fii'invUnh ho ' u .* Iitr iiy b- .!■ ifioi, v.r ftht.-- 

wife, ihall at any 'i'lnie ha' pen m ilie i.nd Office of Depi'ty c:hj'..r-'p ■ f c r, !a:.: Board 
of Dircdlors, elhblifhed hy tins Afd, rb'* laid herein ih.i;, n like 

Manner, chm le bp»! el-'‘t One ef i; I’n'eC’''; to liip.it^ uirh nar. y. 

Ami be it lurtlui en i>led uv the A -i I .v-.y .T-onfa.d, Thn the uH '' h-it-n'm of ii-e 
l.nd Board ot D.rtfio s, or, in h c .V/in.**, the faid Deuu’^v C.i si-m le, iliaii have 
Power to c.ilJ or fummon ^nv e'-tr.i irc' n.,r> .Me^ti.’g or the (.. ‘ Dire 11 b.rvby ?opo r r ■ 
cd, at fuch 'rime »)•■ Tiircj .as h- sh.ill ihii.h ecprd.en'; :.! tr- v. r any Mee'n •' 
wh.itevfr of fticii Dneflcir, if he (l.niii fr, prcvole. rh * '...e'-, r.i be ntii curTiuc, d 

hy liifh i^nelh'fs fuch A'^rcrirv; .i.!.! ir- r f‘r oi ,n -quil ,,'iv {.on < ! V\iccr ?'iy 
ill u viMarevt”- b- rore tht 1.. v. I'uiod ni 1 ne the eafii'n! V^cicft Pre- 

vi.ltd alwj 'S, I ha.’ .0011110.1 lien .n r^uiitiora ii a}! p vt.; fh ■ .Vlajoriiv et loch Dueclcrs 
prefent .it an\ .Me^-t.ng, trum adjourning their i't '.itu Timr -ir limes as they 

ih.ill tl.'nk pr„p- .. ' ^ 

And he It (uitl er cn.-jiled by the Aathoiln if<,r.-l>.l, That it ih^iM r- t be lawful for 
Ih. I.t M Dir<*i“{jis hrteby .ipjuir.tcd, or any ot tt,ein, upon any D, e?*. ;.t wha'cvti, 
vote y Ballot, or in .nv rher crvrt Marinei ; and '/Hr in .'’.i\ Di.Vrnue of O.im on, 
except .’S to tt.e l.le^Mon to Olhccj (;f Perluris not huing tjetiie b-fo 10 'i-e Service of 
»h; faid United Company, tliJ UiJ L'i/eilors ( :j well the Majc.iij *s ihofe who IbaU 

^ » * djliVnt) 
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difTent) fliall each of them en^cr, on the Jouinjls of the faid Direflori, hli Rcafoiw 
for h=s Vote, fignrd with his Name, or his Adherence to the Rcalons entered by any 
(Aher Director. 

And be it further enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That no Perfon diref^Iy or in- 
diredlly furnilhing the faid United Company wiih Shipping, or fiirfiifljing the faid 
United Company, ur their Servants, with any Arncle of their Invcftment outwards^ 
either fron. Gicat Bri'ain, or from fuch Forts and I'iaces as the Company’s Ships have 
'Occafion to touch at in their Way to Ind.a, or with any Naval or Military Stores, 
or cone rned in buying and felling any Commodity of the faid Uni'ed Company’s Im- 
portat o i, (hall be capable of being a Director, or Aflirtant Diredtor, for the Execution 
of this A^t. 

nAnd be it alfo enaAed by the Authority afosefaid, That |no Per'bn (hall be capable 
of b'lng a Dif‘'ftur, or ABidant Director, for the Execution of this AtTt, againft whom the 
Charge of any coni'pt Pran ce, Peculation, or Oppr> flion in Ind.a, doth or /hall appear 
in t • Records of the laid Uni'c.1 Company within the Spjce of Two Year? beh.re the 
Tine of his Nominati-n, or /hall be made upon Oath befi re the faid Diredhirs hereby 
appointed within the Space of Two Years before the Time of his Nominatirn, ontil 
fuch Dire£l.jis, or Three « f them, /hall have examined into the fame, and /hall haie fe- 
verally declared that they have examined into the faid Charge, and do in ilieir Confciencc 
believe loch Ferlon not guilty of the fiid Charge; or that the; do, upon the faid Exami- 
nation find the laid Charge not of f.Hicient Importance tn exclude the laid Perfon from 
the foid UlEce of D reftor, or A/Tiftant Diredior, as the Cafe may be ; and that they have 
entered upo . their Journals their Reafons for fuch their Opinion. 

And be it further enafled by the Authority aforcfiid. That no Pcifon who hath 
been, n^w is, or /hall hereafter be, in the Service of the faid United Company iri 
India, /hill be capable of being a Direi^or, or Afli/iant Dir(£>or, for the Execution 
of this A£l, within the Space of Two Years from the Time ol his lall Return from 
India. 

And be it further ena£led by the Authority aforefaid, That the faid Direflors hereby 
appointed /h<*ll, Once in every Six Months, lay before the Proprietors of the faid 
United Company, in a General Court to be for that Purpofe a/Tembled, an ex<i£l State of 
the Deb s and Credits of the faid United Company ; the hr/l Coll and Charges of their 
Inveftmentt, outward and inward ; with the Sums of Money in India, applicable to an 
Inve/lment, accor-t ng to the lalt Accounts received therefrom ; an Account of the Ship- 
ping $ an Account ot the Produce of the Sales ; and the State of the Warchoufes at Home 
and Abroad. 

Provided always, and be it further ena£led, That it /hall not be lawful for the faid 
Proprietois to fummon or a/Temblr any General Court (except at the Times <ind for the 
Purpolcs mentioned in this Adi) more than Once in every Three Month'; and that it 
ihall be lawful lor them fo to afl'emb r '^ncc in every Three Months, u]'on a General 
Court being / inimoned or called bv the l.i l Diredlors hereby appointed, or Three oi them, 
who arc hen i'V auihorifcii to fummon o: 'mH fuch General Court once in every Three 
Months, upon Demand being irdde to th*. by any Nine or rr.ore of the Mt’mbfrs ol the 
faid Company, having each »<f iht n Five uur.dicJ Found*, or more, Intcrtfl. or Share of 
the Stock of the faid Compaov, within Ten Days alter fuch Demand ; and in Default of 
the faid Diredlors, or Three or them, fummoning or calling fuch General Court, it /hall 
be lawful fur the faid Nine or mo'.e Mem. s, having each Five hundred Founds Stock 
as aforefaid, upon T n Days Notice in Wntirg, to be fixed upon the Royal Exchange in 
London, to fumifion anH hold a General Coiit. 

And be it further cnaded by the Authority aforefaid. That the faid Dirrdlors hereby 
appointed ffiall, within Twenty Day«» after the Commencement '•f every Sr/Tion of Par- 
liament, lay before the Lords Commi/fioners of his Majefty’s Treasury (who ate hereby 
authorit'ed and required, without Lofs of Time, to lay the fame before both Houirs of 
Parliament) an Account of the Produce of the Territorial aud other Revenues of the faid 
United Company in India ; and alfo Eflimatesof the Civil, Military, and Naval EAabli/h- 
meats there; together with a State of the Bond and other Debts due from the faid United 
Company in India, diflingui/hing what belongs to each of the ptineipal Prefidencies and 
Settlements of the faid United Company in India ; and alfo the State of the Tra'c, laid 
by the faid Dir^ors before the faid Proprietors at their then lad General Court. 

And be it further enabled by the Authority afoicfiiid, That the laid Direflois hereby 
appointed, or the major Part of themi /hall have full Power and Authority to ren.ovc, 
dilplKCf fofpcod; appoint, confirm, or reftore, all and every Per/on or Perfons wImHo- 
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ever, from of to any Office, Station, or Capacity whatfoever, Civil or MiliUiyi in tiM 
Service of the fai»1 United Company, or any way concerned in the .Management of the« 
Affairs witTin this Kingdom, or in India, whether any fuch Perfoi^ or Perfoni fliallhavn 
been nomin<«re i or appointed in and by any Aft or Afts of Parliament, or howlfl(Bver 
olhrrwite nomin<itec) or appointed, except as is herein provided and eftabliflied, ss to 
the Appointment and Removal of lucn Direftors themfelves, and of the faid Afliftant 
Direftors. ^ ^ ^ • 

And, fur the more fpeedy and cffeftual Punifbment of Offences committed in India, by 
Perfons employed in the Service of the faid Company, be it enafted by the Authority 
aforef'id, Th.i whenever any Charge of Corruption, Peculation, Oppreffion^ Extortion, 
Rec-ipt 1 1 Preff'nt*, Ulury. Breach of Orders, or other grievous Offence, fhall be exhi- 
bilt’d or made before the Governor-General and C"unci] of Bengal, or the Prcfident and 
Council of any uf the Prefiaencies or Settlements Abroad, of the faid United CompaDy« 
and ranfmittod fr>>m 'hence to the Court of Dtreftors hereby difcon'inued, or to the faid 
Director-! hereby appointed, againll any of the (aid Governors, Prefidertts, or Members 
of the Council, of any of the faid Prefidencies or Settlements of the faid United Com- 
pany, or oihns, in any Office, Station, ur Emplovment, Civil or Military, in the faid 
Uni’fd Cnni[iany’s Service; or which (hall be exhibited or made by any of the Native 
Princes, denendr -t upon or under the Proteftion of the faid United Company, againft 
any Inch P^rion or Pt-rlons ; the faid Direftors hereby appointed fhall, within Twenty 
Days after rhe (ame fhall be receivrd, enter into an Exan mation of fuch Charge: And 
i(, upon or in c-tnfequence of fuch Examination, fuch Direftors Aall not think proper 
either -o recall o*- order a Profecution againft fuch P.rfon fo charged, each and every fuch 
Direftor making Inch Examination as aforefaid into fuch Charge, /hall enter in Writing^ 
and fkib' rilic with his Nam^ in thejournal-i of luch Direftors, his Opinion on the Vali* 
dity and Import •ncr of iuch Charge, with his fpecific Realbni, on the particular Cafe» 
for nnt recalling the Perfon fo charged, or for not ordering a Profecution upon fuch 
Charge. 

And be it further enafted by the Authority aforefaid, That before any Perfon or Per* 
font whatli.ever, who have been, arc, or fliall hcieaftcr be, in the Service of the faid 
United Companv, in anv OlKce, Station, or Employment \vh.ufO"ver, Civil or Mili- 
tary, in any of tiie Preio'crcies or Settlements of the faid United Company Abroad ; 
and who have oeeii, or .irc. r .Sail lu, ih Great Britain after fuch Service Abroad } 
and againfi whom any Ch.'irgc ihall '>ppcar upon any Part of the Company's Records, or 
ihall have been made to the laid Court of’Direftnrs hereby difeontinued, or General 
Court of Prupriet<m<^, or fhall be mat,*'* or exhibited to the faid Direftors hereby appoint- 
ed ; fhall be permitted by the f^id I^ireftors hereby appuinred to re urn to any Part of 
India, either in (he tame, or in any other OfEc.*, Station, or Employment, in the 
Service ut the (aid United Company ; and .ilfo, before the faid Direftors hereby ap- 
pointed fhall confirm the Appointment, oi (i ffer the Departure from Great Britain, for 
India, of any Penon or Prrfons who may have been or fhall be appointed to any Office^ 
Station, or Employment win- never, in the Service of the faid United Company, and 
againff whom any IikIi Charge fhall appear, or fhall have been made, or (hall be 
made as aforefaid ; -nd alio before the fa>d Directors hereby appointed, fhall themfelvea 
appoint any Perfon, having before been in the Seivice of the faid United Company, to 
any Office, Station, or Empl'yment whatfoever, in the faid United Company’s Service, 
and againft whom any fuch Ch.iige Oioll appear, or fhall have been made, or fhall 
be made aa aforefaid ; the faid Direftors hircby £p^.Oir. cj fhall, and they are here- 
by required, to make a full and particular Examination and Enquiry Into the Conduft 
of every fuch Perfrri, relative to the faid Service, .~»nd the S- bje ft M.Uter of fuch 
Charge ; and fliall enter on their Journals their PeafLas for permitting any fuch Perfon 
to return, or confirming the Appointment, and permitilng tl.e Depanure of any fuch 
Perfon, or for them elves appointing any fuch Perfon ( as the Cafe may be) notwith- 
ftanoine fuch Charge. 

And be it further enafted by the Authority aforefaid, That in cafe of any Difpiites, 
Differences, or Controverfiei whatfoever, which h.ive arifen and are depending, or which 
fhall or may hcrcaftn arife, between the Governor General and Council of Brngal j 
or between any of the Piefidrnts of any other of the Settlements of the faid United 
Company, and their refpeftive Councils; ci between any of the fubordinate Chiefs 
and their Councils ; or between the Government ot one Settlement and the Govern- 
ment of any other Sculcmcnt ; or between any cf the Governors or prcliding Powers of 

1 any 
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faWdlnate Scftlcments ; the faid Dire£lors hereby appointed /hall, withni 
Twtoty Days after Receipt of any official Account of any fuch Difpute, Dift'erencc, or 
Ottntfovct^i enter upon an Eianniiiation and Enqniiy into the fame; and /hall, within 
^Utree' Months thereafter, either come to a de/iui'ive ncc’fion thereupon, or enter upon 
their Joornals their Reafoni, figned with their rcipefttve Names, for not coming to luch 
'^finirife Deci/ion. 

And be it further ena£led by the Autho rity aforefaid, That if at anv Time the 
Oomnor General and Council of Bengal, or the Frefident and Council of any of the 
pnnci{ial or fubordinate Settlements, /hall require the DircfVion or Opinion of the faid 
DireAors hereby appointed, on any Matter vvhatfoevcr for the Government of fuch Go- 
vernor General and Council, or Prefident and Council, or for the Settlement or Ac- 
comipodation of any Matter in Difpute, or likely to come into Difpute, between or 
among them, or any of them; the faid Diredlors /hall return an Anfwcr, Opinion, or 
DireAion, to fuch Requifition, within Three Months after receiving the Letter or 
Letters containing the fame, or enter upon their Journals their Reafons, figned with 
their refpeftive Names, for not fending the fame within the Time aforefaid. 

And be it enacted by the Authority aforefaid. That if at any Time any Complaint 
ftallbemadeoF any Breach of Treaty, Injury, Wrong, or Grievance, done or committed 
againft any Native Prince in India, by any of the Governments of the faid United Com- 
piny's Settlements, or any Officer or other Perfon, Civil or Miiitaiy, in the Service ot 
the faid United Company; or if any fuch Breach of Treaty, Injury, Wrong, or 
Gsieuance, /hall (without Complaint being made thereof) appear upon any Part of the 
Gorrefpondence relative to the faid United Company’s Affairs; the fa.d Direilors hereby 
appointed /hall, as fpeedily as may be, enquire into fuch Breach rf Treaty, Injury, 
'Wrong, or Grievance ; and /hall begin their Examination into the fame, by reading anil 
COnfidering any Treaties, Agreements, or A/Turances, fubfi/ling betvvren the faid United 
Company and fuch Native Prince, or any way relative to him, ii any iuch there /hall 
he, or any Orders which may have b:en given by the Court ot Diref'tois hereby difeon- 
tinued, or General Court of Proprietors, relative to fuch Native Prince; and the faid 
Direflors hereby appointed /hall do full and complete Jii/lice to fuch Native Prince for 
foch Breach of Treaty, Injury, Wrong, or Grievance, and on every iruterial Arlitit* 
and Head of Charge (if rhere be more than One) fpecihcally, and not upon the Whole of 
fuch Charge in Grofs. 

And whereas by the Charter of the faid (^ompany, granted in the Tenth Year of King 
William the Third, all and every Members of the faid Company, thereby qualified to 
be Electors of (he Direftors of the faid Company, have Power and are JuthoriiVd, in 
their General Courts or AH'cmblics, by Majority of their Voter, to make and con/iitutr 
veafonable Bye-laws, Conftitutions, Orders and Ordinances, fro n Time to Time, as 
well for railing and calling in and Payment of Monies for an additional joint S ock for 
the better carrying on and managii.g the faid Ti idp, and for the applying and piopor- 
tioning the Pro/it, At’van'.Jgc, and Produce arifiiii, w the Joint Stock and Trade, artor 
the good Gcvernmeiit iif the faid Trade to the End Indies, and cthei the Parts afoie- 
faid, and of the Faflors, Agents, Officers, and oifers concerned in the lame, and to 
inftidl reafonabfe Penalties and Puni/hments, by Irnprjfonrnenis, Muldls, bines, or 
Amerciaments, for any Breach or BTcach's thereof, and to levy fuch Fines, Mulil?, or 
Amerciaments, to ihcU/c of the faid Company, and their Succefrorb, fo tli’c fuch Bye- 
laws /hould not be repugnant to the Laws of this Kir^ om, and /Iiould lie confirmed and 
approved according to the Star .tcs in fuch Caies made and provided : And whereas all 
the Powers and Authorities of the faid Members of the taid CVmpany are ! y this Aft tranf- 
ferred to, and veiled is, the Drreftors hereby appoini^cd j h- it enifted, That rbe faid 
Dlreftors hereby appointed /hal! not have my Power or Authority, nor a’c they hereby 
Empowered or authonfed to infllft any Penalty or Pun (hmrn' by Impnfoiiment, Mulft, 
Pine, or Amerciament, for any Breach ot any Bye-law, Confluuiion, Order, or Or- 
dinance, which ihall be by them made or conltiluted, un’.efb fuch Penalty or Punilh- 
ment /hall be a/Tented to and approved by a Majority ot the Members of the faid Com- 
pany having One Thoufjnd Pounds Interell or Share of the faid Stock, at a General 
Court to be alTembled by tlip faid Direftors hereby appointed for the Purpofc ot confi- 
dering fuch Penalty or Puni/hment. 

And be it farther cnaAbd by the Authority aforefaid, That Thri-p, and not lefa, of the 
faid Diicftors, fhall form a Board for executing this Aft, or any of tl.e Powers thereofv 
or aay other Powers vefted io or committed to, or which /lull be vefted in or committed 

to 
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'.<1 fuel) Dire£lors ; and the major Part of the DireAors prefent fhall determine, tisceefC 
vvl.t ('• r’ne Voltes Hiall be equally divided, and then ihe Chairman, or, in his Abrenet^ th* 
Dtp ity Chairman, fliall have two Voices, or the caft<ng Voice. 

And be it further enadted by the Authority aforefaid. That all Correlpondeiiee of 
the faid Dirrdtots hereby appointed, with all Perfons whatfoever in theSerflcc of tKn 
fiid T'/iiCcd Company, lhail be figned by the Secretary of fuch Dircftori, by Order-of ^ 
Board, 

And whereas, by virtue of the Charter of the faid Company, and the RegoletioM 
vltith h.ivc* Ir-iin Time to Time been made for the better Government of the faid Com- 
)>.iny, it is rcq'ur^d, that certain Afls Ihould be done or confented to, and that certain Ac- 
cotinrs Oi'uiH be f.gncd by a particular Number of the Directors hereby difeontinued | bo 
it th'‘rcf''re enai'led bv the Authority aforefaid. That in all Cales whatfoever, where any 
A^t, Matter, or Thin-;, is dirt-fled to be done or confented to, or any Accounts or 
Wr.tism to be fipned by any particular Number of fuch Direflors, fuch Afl, Matter^ or 
Thing, ^all, from and after the Commencement of this Afl, be done or confented to^ 
and fuch Accounts or Writing Ihall be /igned by Three of the Direflors hereby ap- 
pointed. 

A.-id be it further cn:flcd by the Authority aforefaid. That the faid Direflori hereby 
ap,iointe.i, and ADlfljiit Dneflors, and each and every of them, during the Continuance 
of this Afl. Hull he ut.rily incapable of taking, holding, or exerciiing, any Office, Sta* 
tiun, or Mmplovmenr whaifoever, in the Service of the laid United Company ; and (hall 
aif'i he in('/pa[ile of taking, holding, or exerciGng, any other I'lace of Profit from the 
Crown, during Plcaliire, 

And b- ii further enafled by the Authority aforefaid. That it fhall and may be lawful 
for !i ^ M-i-rtv to remou' ,Miy of th * faid Direflors hereby appointed, or Affiftant Di« 
reflois, upon an Addrefs of cither Houfe of ParlMment. 

An! whereas a Doubt may ar le, whither the Place of Direflor, when the fame fhall 
Iu‘ iirld t'v .iriy Pi'r'‘'n, to be apuointed by his Majcliy in Manner herein before^ provided, 
he not wiih'M tile Provtliim of an Afl of the fixth Year of the Reixn of Q^ieen Anne 
(intiiuUd, “An Afl for the S-ct.-rity of her Majefty^s Perfon and Government, and of 
“ the Siiccfir.nn t«) tlieCn'wn of Great Britain in the Protel’rant Line,’*) although tbo 
f.iid Place fhall have I'cen created and erefled bv Authority of Parliament j be it there- 
fore ciKflrd and declared b^ the Authoiity aforelaid. That fuch Office fhall not be deemed 
and taken to be w.tbin '/it Intent and Pnrvieii of the faid Afl ; nor fliall any Perfon ac« 

< 'p'ing and lioldi.o}. t.'n i ••*!' b an Appnntmrnt from his M -•jelly under hiS Royal 
Sign Mann.il, be tliiieo^ u'rqu.ti.flcd tiuni being clefled, or fitting and voting at a Mem- 
ber of the Houle of Commons. 

And be ii furihir cnafl-c. by the Authority aforefaid, That there fliall be allowed and 
paid for and to each of the Allilfant Direflors, for fo long Time as he flidl continue in 
the Office, a clear yearly Salary of Five hundred Pounds, payable by half-yearly Pay- 
ment® j and that the rcf^peflivc Payments of the laid Salaries fliall be fl.itcd and allowed 
in the Account of the Difburfements for the Management of the Affairs of the faid 
United Eafl-India Company. 

And be it enafl-d by the Authority aforefa'd. That if any Perfon hereby appointed an 
Allilfant Direflor of the faid United Company fliall, at the Time of th- Commencement 
of this Afl, be a Member of the Houfe of Commons, the Seat of every furh Perfon 
in t'w H' ule of Ccimriions fliall from thenceforth be, and is hereby de(.l<ir'd to b-, void{ 
and nri Perfon jppoint*’d by th & Afl, or who fliall hereafter be eiectid nv ih'* i*iopriet'>r« 
of the Eifl India Sutek, to be an A ffiflant Direflor of the I'lln Co'rp-ih\, fliall be ca- 
pable ot being elcflcl, or of fitting or voting as a Member of the H'uU- ot Commons, 
during -h - Time that he fliall continue to be an Afliilant Director o^ the laid Company, 
Ami be ir fwriher enafled by the Authorirv aforef.na. That if any Perfon bereoy dif- 
abled or declared to be incapable to fit or vote in Parlnmem fliall nevertbelcis be refurned 
as a Member to A-vc for any C'oun^y, Stewartr%, Ci'y, ll'notgh, 'Fown, Cinque Port, 
or Place, in P.irliamfnt, Inch Elcit on and Return aie hireby cnaiici! and declared to be 
void: And if ac.', Perlon hereby I'llabled, or declared nicapaulc oy thiv a ‘I lo bo elcfled, 
fliall pre'iimc t<> tit or vote .is a Mem^’cr of the Houfe i t Com'r.ons. lu h Perlon lo fit- 
ting or vniog fo.'fci' the Sum of Five hundred Pound.*- f'T ev.-rv D^v i i w ich he 
fliall fi t Or V no in tl.e fai I Hou'e, to any Perfon or Perloos v\h » fhall fin* f^-r ilie 1a r-e .A 
any of his M.ijefly’s Courts ar Wr flminfter; and the Money lo forteitcd flu’! be re overed 
by the Perfon oi iVr'ionc f.> fuing, with full Cofts of Suit, in any of the fud 'b u by 
anyAflionof Debt, Bill, Hiainr, or Inforniat'.on, in which no £ from, Pri\. -i. P-o- 
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teAion^ or Wager of Law, or more than One Imparlance, fliall be allowed $ or by Aim* 
mary Complaint before the Court of SeHlon in Scotlandt 

And be it further enabled by the Authority aforefald, That this A&, and all the Pro- 
vifiona herein contaiif.'d, fhall commence and take EfleA from and immediately after this 
A€t Aall have received his Majelly’a Royal Afi'ent, and Aall continue and be in Foicn 
for end daring the Space of four Years. 

And be it enabled by the Authority aforefaid, That this AA Ihall be conllrued, ad* 
judged, and taken to be a Publick A£t, Co all Intents and Purpofea whatfoever. 



EAST INDIA AFFAJRS. 


HOUSE OF C O M M O N Sr 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 1 8, 1 783. 

DEBATES 

O li 

MR. SECRETARY FOX’S BILL, 

r «J K 

W'.riN’o tiio All AIRS of the Fv.st India Compamy in the 
IlaiKl': of ecitaiii Commh.monlk j, for the Benefit of ti^ 
.Vkoi'iultoks and the Pueiic, 


,T It. Si crft.ifv Fox mnvorl, tV.-'t thr r.(T()!ut!on'; rrnic ro By thr iToufe, on 
JiV JL of Aiioii in Ai'iil t; ‘Iz, and (.thci^, v.hich they 

\ -:'t. 111 M.iy 17*^2, l>i ro.ul. T'l:*’ havrip^ iiw n C'tmpl.rd with, Mr« 

I'll-. Is-!', .til lu‘. 1 '|*ccl 1 i wjl'ix <)i)f'*rviiit;;, tl.ni in ihe Hare ot rcTponfibiliiy in 
til I't-rfiins rtiji.il, f'Mpd iht'iulllvtfs uMiejed to tome for waid, to 
iiK .ilLivfs ol' griMi diiucuky .*>'.1,1 imporiance lo parliaments it was I'ome 
4 '• I'l'iirt at Icafl to feel, that then doing In v.mj not a matter if their own 
i'' Ivit -i inaitor to whirh they v.ere uig«-d iiy the acknowl^g^ and undc- 
i ’.X i!f I'l vcM rv of the moment : In the j lelint tafe, the dcplo^BB^tnation of 
ll ]*.a''-| Mil . Cuini'any was wtll kn I'an, ajid uni\erfally their ex* 

i ii me (lillii f , anil the emb^ri ailed (late ')f their aH'airs, called for 

I'l- aid of Oi'-. I'l nnu ntj but requited iis inunediaic the only 

piiliil'Ie means tif avcriing and prtveniinp the fin\l and^^^Becc deftrue-* 
iioM of iho Company’s intcreils,; and vulithcm, of injuring, if 

iioi entirely riTnlng/thi* inteieils of the iiai ion, as far as i^^Krcrc connefte^ 
wirh onr territorial ac<iu;fitlon5 in Imlia. Thde circiam^H^being undeni- 
nol'*, arduous ami diMiLuli in the extreme as the talk he haflt^himfelf to per* 
foini ihat day umlouluedly wa*-, 't was fonic cox^folatlcA^Kfid fathfaftion to 
h'm to know, iliat he was merely difeharging an aft .ofjaj^^fpcnfible duty as 
a Mi’iiHi'r; that there was no choice or option before l^)»thac he was not 
to obtrude any idle, vilionary, or fpeculative prt^£ts*of his ow'n upon 
il-i-'i- notltc ; but was In the aft ol offering to the ronfi<l^ratlbh of Parliament, 
the beit Propoiitions for the prefervation of the India Company, icftpra* 

B ■ i;s> 
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their concent,, thtt his jnc^ <]cl»berate Attention cq.ti14 -- 
'i Sii jffeft t ai\^hac he did it, for no other rcafon upon carih, than becaule the 
that called for it was fo urgent) tliat it prelTed it forwards) irrcfilHbly^ 
l-iu^ t \ ^rvher 

^ iS/ter an ejiordium to this purport, Mr. Fox laid, it would be necefTary to 
|krn their minds lo the application by the Company lall year to that 
jfcuf t:- for laave-to borrow.. g^QO.oool. ai'*d aftrr.v.irdSsfcr a farther aid of 300,000!, 
pn b^l^ aluLfot;..thcil«:rnijmian 6f the p- '.-nept of Cuftoms, to-ihe amount of 
^oo,oool. more. This l.itlcr fum, 1 had underftood, fwcllcd conliderably 
fince ; and fuch was the ijate of the Company, that thev now flood in need of 
very great afliflaPce fhithejn^ He ilatcd, that by a eertafln' AA of Parliament) 
which, he raentioiii d, tin- Company were bound down to accept no more Bills drawn 
sipon them from India, than iirri-iuntedto 300,000]. without ihecxprcfs tOLfcni of 
The Lords of his Mdjciiy’s Treafury. This condition, he underflood, to lia\re 
Icen made with the iniciu, ihajL ii Bills tp the ainpunt of a trilling excefs over 
and above tl\c 300,030!. ihould happen .to. be drawn upon the Com^>any Irom 
their fcltJemnus, and appear to the Lords of the Treafury, that fuch 

Bills were proper to be paid, a ‘power of making the neccH'ary provifion for 
nthein flvAihl ue lodged fomewherp. So faV, li -a ever, from the excels being 
trifling, tlic Bills that had been drawn u.mti il'c Company, from Bengal, over 
And ajcivc tlnj ;^^c,oool. amounted to n^aily two millions ot money ! Ifis Ma- 
ji;fiy's Louis of the Treafury had therefore, and he doubted not the Houfe 
ivocJd be of opinion, th.it In lo doing they had d(;ne no more than their duly, 
tefured to give their cor.fcnt to the acceptance of thelc Bills. Mr. Pox faid 
farth< i',» that when the Lords of the Treafury con fcnied to ctercife tJie difcrc- 
tion-'v* rredin them by the A£l He pa 4 aBuded to, let tlie dcgiee in which it was 
exerciled be wliac it might, he confidcred them as pledging the public faith 
fof' r^cryayment- of the- Bills, the acceptance of w'hlch they petttiittcrf, and 
therefore it bcho\cd them to afl with infinite circumfpcftion and prudence. In 
the prefent cafe, the fum was extremely farge ; it was, nev\*fthelefs, obvious, 
Ithat the credit of the Company was of a very delicate nature ; If they were not 
nfTUied, they mufl unavoidably he ruMicd ; and tl^ ruia of a Body of Merchants, 
To extenfivc in their toncerns, and fo important in the eyes of all Kurope, as 
the -Englllh Kaft-InJia Company, mufl ncceirarily give the national credit a 
‘*yexy great f 'oek indeed. On the .other h^nd, ,to .give^ them the requifite aflift-*. 
wilijc iif fiift jamming their alfairsr, and fotring them to rights, and’ 
w^tj^ut'ihrming' and cnYdrcing a new fyflcm of maiiagefnent for the future,^ 
calyuhited' tti promote their piofperiiy, and relieve them 'from the hank.. 
r^teOridltJon in wHiqh they at pre 'me unqueflion ably flood, would Le only 

ufe to proceed to take the 

^ ^ jf th lend' it to thofc whole 

bfidl|S^W^n 4 ^'.abiftty to map^gef their Afifkir*-, had atrei^j^ brought thtm to 
"firljilc bf.. and affbMAl but llltle ground f6r tixpe^acion of better 
ip'corive, it mi|bT naturally he fijfpf ofcd, tliercfore, that he 
^. .i^mdment of adoring thd’cafy altclrnatlVe of lending them 
Ated^j^nd thus rid of the. difficult for the prefeht. 

1 ea^^rci^uWd a Vefy differ^t df pfo'Ceeding. In order 
of tlie Ct^bpany’s aflaira^ ^r. . tccapltulated the 
i ww^ brone kljv^r.ofber^ thepoiApTAy ow’edj Which 
td* aAdunt eleven milJidni fhVed' hundred thovfaod 


ica!te*'for rhfc i 
Tile iia^e i 


life infOTlft 'roe^'dra^ td'afhdunt lu clqvcn m . t 

jTOu'ftStf} pfoperfy of t^eCoinppny» of 

•SkTOus\kii^.hfefp wid'Jti §iafa, ^whxch' he taPed Ihllltona three hundred 
** ‘ ■ f that,' every' iKjr'g dbda^cd, the Company owed 

hr ij{’JnMVlo?.’'iin^ eiftlkrjiJci . upon thia, he toolc 

thar!ll(^re^ which had bedft eidployed for tw-q 
jqf'tKe £a(^-lndla Coitipany. abdhad furnilhed . 
To .thfe Houfe th'attheV w’ere 
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ferent conllltutions and complexions; tbat men 
other, and unconnected by any tie of politics^ or party; 
that the labours o( the two Committees jfa^d confe^uenCl^ 
imparciallty ; and that their produce was 'fiferfeCtly 
tof the information they had laid be£ore the HouCe^ 40 
ability and precilion -ivith wh^ch it was (tated> Infii^tely ^epe^nkg MMy 9Cpfi^« 
tions, however fahguinc; that could poiHbly ha^e 
them by any deferiptidn of petfons> cither within di)9^ w ;i|o 

ont the different mdde of proceeding adopted by Mh/Cofli|im ffaung. ih fC * 

one of them (the Secret Committee) had not only jgt^p ample reports of. tj^.. 
refulc of their enquicies; but come to ccitain fi^u^ipjas^ as tha necelTary 
duClions from their Reports; to which the Hp|4'ia had agreed; and which it h'^ 
in due form ratified and authorized. The other dpaunittec (the 3 ele£t) 
purfued a different method; and perhaps not a lefs ufeful one* They had con*- 
tented thcmfelves with furnilhiog copious Reports; from time to time, full o£ 
information, and had left it to the Hwfe to draw their own coiifequences frosn 
the pi emifcb laid down in thple' Reports, and to aflupon them as to their wifdcyn 
Ihouid feem meet. Both thefe Committees Had agreed, however, in one cffcntial,* 
particular, each of them declaring^ that the farther they proceeded in their en« 
<juiries, the more it became evident, that all the diflirefs and difhculty of the 
Company was afcribable to the difubcdxcnce of the orders of tlie Court of DireAors^ 
and the rapacity of the Company's fervants in India. The rcfolutions come ^ 
by the firft Committee (the Secret one, which he had no other reafon for calling 
the firjl Committee, than that it was now at an end) carried in them principles 
to which he gave his moft perfect acquiefcence, bccaufc they appeared to him 
to be principles of jultice, of humanity, and of found policy ; but they necei^ 
larily implied this corollary— as they in Sll probability afenbed the dimrder ia 
the Com|iany*s affairs to the true caufes, certain fpccihed fafla ffated in these*- 
folutions ; io it appeared to be incumbent upon that Houfe; to inHidl pvmifhmeoc* 
upon the authors of the mlfchief Incurred by thefe faffs. This unfortunately 
threw additional einbarraiTriieiU upon the talk, the arduous tafk of «i refojm of- . 
the lyftcm of governing our Teirii* in India, by Involving peifonal confix 
derations in one of the m^if important queftions that conld engage the attention 
bf Parliament. As a farther proof of the ncceility of a new fyffciti; he re;k 
minded the Houfe, that the litiiaiion of Mr* Hallings at that hour, was not onlj^ ' 
very extraordinary, but fuch as every man mud feel for; it therefore cal&d 
loudly for fomeihing to be immediately done by Parliament. He ftood Goverdot ^ 
General of India, under a refolution of that Houfe for the hecel&ty of his recall* ' 
That Refolution; they would recoUe^f, palled in the Sefhons of The 

Court of JDire^orsj In compliance with the inclinations of the Houfe, which 
certainly ought to have great weight at all times with thei^[ ajad^ every other 
Piibhc Board, gave orders for the recall of Mr. Hadihgs accoidingly;, hut H 
Geiieral Court of Proprietors rafhly chofe to oppofe the icn^’oi the Hoi^fe 6f 
Commons, and to over-rule the Pireflors. Hot that he meant^to plvc it as his 
opinion, that the Court of Directors were legally bdupd to fubmit their’ order 
ibr the recall of Mr. Hillings to the conlideratxon and deexiion of the Gener.^< 
Court of Proprietors; on the contrary, he thought they were empcfwcred to a& 
independently, and for thcmfelves ; but fo the fa£t was : A few days prevlqua 
fco the meeting of laff Seflion of Parliament, a General Court was held, who 
dver-rUled the oeder pf the Copn of l)ireAors. ITpoh .whl(;b the Uftejr pre- 
pvedjitffrudlions tp Mr. Haffin'gs, cPnfprmable . tp .the wIAes of /general 
Coutt'df Proprietojtg, and they were lent} agreeable to the xegu^|,(k’ o£ ih«^ 
Afts of 1773 and 1780; to Mr, Townfhehd,’ ihep of Sute, fbr his ap- 
probation. Mr. Townfhchd adled as- became a attentive tp^he declai^, 

voice of the Houfe ofCommqns; heffdpped the ^lilpatches;^ and when Parlia* 
hient mer, ffated wh^t he bad done to the ^oufe. He hoped no Mltiifter; whail 

J hat Houfe had' exprefsiy fignjfied its opinion by a Tciblution in form, wouM 
He dare to other wife t^q Mr. ^owi^fhiind had diia^ 
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eifif If Dtf dly became the duty of the Houfc to have aclvifed his Muirn y'a 
MlAifters how they were to acf ; ami fo ilv Houfc would have done linruc- 
d(ttely after Mr. Townlhend had hid the information bcfoie them, that ht had 
]n!^ntioned> but for the changes in his Majerty’s Government, that had at iliac 
taken place, and the variety of well-known imporiant topics-, that (..ilh J 
for the difcuilion of the Houfe, hoin that time to the end of the Sdfion. SiiKc 
then, however, other evCnts had outnrrtd, that made Mr. llaflings* lituatior> 
and that of the Britifh Government hi India, more cnibarrafling and moie weak. 
Though' the order for his recall had' not licen ollicjally fent to the Goveinor-Gc- 
neral, was not by this time, nor were the rcfidcnts of India, anyftiangeii 
to the circuinftancc of the Houfe of Commons having come to a lefolutnm ihao 
his recall was nccelTary. A General Court of Proi>rietors had alfo been lately 
held, who had voted \heir thanks to Mr. Haftings for his conmi(Sl, and thol® 
thanks were with-he-Id by the 6<»vernmcnt; in this comi'licaictT llaic of atTairs^ 
therefore, even the friends of Mr. Haftings muft wilh that fometliing dcciIi\o 
were' done, eirlierto le.-eflablifh his full authority, or lo recall him. 

Mr. Fok nest went into a n'c.ipitulation of dlftercnt cvciiis, cither cllahllflird 
by evidence bcl.irc the Committees, or unlverfally admitted, in order it^ lliow, 
that thf' p-cfcpt fyilcm of the government of India, wa-j In its conllituliou 
■fo radically defofrive, as to be incapable of being proceeded in wilh any prol- 
yedf of retrieving the atFaIrs of the Company, or condudling ihetn profpnoufy 
sh future; and that thofc who had hitherto been cntrulled with that gov^rn- 
inent, were too greatly wanting in vigour and wifdoin, no be trailed any longer 
with the managrmert of a br.fmeil., in which the nation at Jhrge had infinitely 
more at flake than the Proprietors of India Stock. A Ic.arned Lord, who had 
been Chairm-iii of the Secret Conmiitiee, heiemindi.d the Houfe, had empha- 
tically faid, " that rhe letters and ofders of liic Court of Hiredlors to their’ 
fervanfs in India, were not only confouanr to jcdicy and humanity, but con- 
tatned as fin*' a fyrtem of cthici., as could have Been penned by the wifiH 
moraliA ; while the conduc'l of theii^ fenanis in India exhibited a pidure 
^ violently the revcife as could Well be imagined.” This Mr. Fox remarked 
upon, and afcribcd it to the unwife conAirtuion of the Company’s governnicni. 
As it fto<’d at prcfcni, he alTc^’tcJ that the Ocneval Court of Pri>prirtori. had it in 
idicir power, to check and controul fhe Couit of l!)iredlors ; and as the I'ervants 
in India, by a proper attention to the weakneflTes of human nature, were able 
to procure the protedlon of the rriajorily of the General Court of Proprietors, fo- 
in fa^\ the lervants of the Ciunpany became greater than their mafters, and it 
was utterly impofllblc cither to punlln liu-li rapacity, tbeir difobedicncc of orders, 
or any other violation of their duty to the Company. In explanation of this 
|K>Atioh he dated, that the Court of ’’iredors naturally bearing refped; as a 
reprticntative bbdy, were not very willing to offend their conftituciits,'.,the 
Court of Proprietors; and that the G«ni ral Court of Proprietors wen: made up 
(Af two deferiptions of perfon'- ; the om , the fair, natural, well-meaning Stock- 
holder, who originally purch.iri‘d, and lonrinued to hold India Stock, merely 
becaufe he thouijht it a fafe fund to vifl ’ s money in the other, perfons who 
wenf to the India-'Houfc with po'/tical views, who were conncdlcd fomc way 
®r other with the fervanfs of the Comp.uiy abroad, liitcreAs depended uri 

their intcrefts, and who took every oppominity of furthering both, by Aandi,ng. 
up the advocates of thofe ferva.'.ts, cither to procure them farther advantages 
^nd honour's, of to fcrccn'thcm from difgrace, cenfurC, and puntllimcnt, as oc- 
cation rc4Dire(L There' were means, he obferved, fufficiently obvious to the 
Jioufe, to obtain a deep and corftant' itiHueiice over this deferiptiou of Propric- 
rors; but it was in general felt as a matter of wonder, how the other delcrip- 
tion, the honc-ft injq»endcnt Pmpritto^Ti, could be gained over to the IntercA of 
the Company's fervants. This, however, was not fo inexplicable, when it was 
COfltidcred, that good dividends were their only obiefts. Thus,* he faid, when 
the fervnnts q^the Company in high power abroad, had, in purfuit of thei^j 
iVaiicloKs vltwr, difofccycd the orders of the Coua of in order ta 

«««umul2t.e 



i i 3 

afcirrriuljne wealth for themfelve';, They well knew, they had nothing 
do than lo carry their iai>aclty fhil turther in India, and by taking care in iiu# 
tiinc to lend home on the Com(.any'':i account, futticient Tupplies, to proridli 
for the dividend, and gratify the dclircs of the Proprietors of one deicri^tion» 
they were lure to luften their minds, and awaken their partiality and prejudice, 
'lo ihi'i It was owin^,. that the raiatiiyand injuUice that had dilgraced aiuf 
Ifaineil the national charailer m the eyes of India, rather increaied than dimi- 
niilitd ; and lo this It was owing, that while- the fyllem of governiiieut was fut- 
leu'd to continue fnch as it hitherto had been, with refpe^t to our territorial 
atquiliiions in India, there 'vias fcarccly any probability of a flop being putt®# 
either, in any propoU’on whalrver. To evifice the difficulty of recalling thei< 
liivants, the Ri;.'.!it Monoui.ihle Sreretary ftated, that in 1776 it was the refo- 
lui.<ni ot th<- CJomuany to loi all Mr. Haiiings ; 'out his Agent Handing up, an^ 
in his nanie announcing his refigiiarioii, it was accejitcd as a milder m )de of 
difm .iioi) or reiall. It aliei wards happened that Mr. Haftings difavowed th« 
ji’iniion r.l h -, A^eiu ; ar.d thus two or three years clapfed, and the recall was 
r.r’. -T fill (‘led. As a j>ro()f of the o'iflihedicnce of the Company's fervanfi, witli 
r •V'.'t to the orders ol’ the Court of IIlrc^Murs, Mr, Fox mentioned various 
4 Iks that \v«‘re well known: He particularly flattU that of Mr. Bi illow-'and 
Mr. F o'.\ke', who the Couit of D:rr 51 ois had ordtTed Mr. Ilartings to fen 4 
Up >n em!ial‘ies to Oude and HenartN; an order with which Mr. Hafling.s rc- 
fjled t!) comply, declaung that he did not elnife to employ any but hl% con»- 
hH. nnal i'r'(‘ncU m thole fltu.itloivi. Mr. Fox explained all the particulars o-F 
this inilinefs; and .iddt d, ai a farther pT<Kd' ol the iVnfc Mr. Ifaftiiigs hiinfcflf 
had cnUTtainod of the o'oedltncc he owed to the Court of Direftors, that Ivis 
Agent, Mr. Scott, when examined before the Conuniitec, had declared, than 
** the Court <>f Diredors having ordered Governor HalVings to employ Mr- 
Briflow a«d Mr. Fowkri.u Oude and Benares, was juft as abllird as if the 
Oppolit'on had procured two porions to he fent out Ambalfadors to foreign 
Courts, notonouily .uKejf'* •» his Majofly’s Miniflers.’' Upon this Mr. Fox 
grounded a great <leal of fk* is-r a.-pca’ing to the Houfc what fort of cibe- 
dicncc was to lx: cxpociid lunii whole Agents compared the Ir Maflccs, 

tiie Court of Directors, loan Uppolition ? 

He next laid, that it aopearcMl from all the letters and orders o^ihe Court oC 
Diredors, that the uniform tenor of thrir inftrn^ilons to their f«r\'ants abroad* 
xvas to CtMuInd their aifairs with a view folcly to coiiuncrcial purpofes, and nut 
w' it It any view to aggrandifemrnt ; whereas, ir was evident that the latter lwi 4 
been the chief objed of tire Company's fc-.vants. In proof of this he men- 
tioned the Rohilla War, lb unneccirarily and fo unv/arraniably tnttred into by 
Mr. HalHngs ; the infradion of the Treaty of Poorunda ; and the ralieh'evous 
Mljaratta War, commenced originally at li.c inftance of the Bombay Govern- 
iricut ; but arierw.*irds embraced and purfjcd by Mr. Ilaftings. Greatly as tha 
Mharatta Peace, lately obtained, had been pfaifed, he declared it was difgrace- 
ful and calamitous, compared with the Tr«*tiiy of Poorunda. He alfo ftated th«; 
eafe of Cheyt Sing, tlie Rajah of Benaies : Cheyt Sing, he obferved, was 
^btlled in his zerniudary j and it was ibiemnly ftipulated by Mr. Haiiings, ia 
tn Article, which he read to the Houfc, and which, he laid, bleached an aif 
of liberality, jufticc, and humanity, that upon certain conditions ho Ihould re* 
mam uncalled upon for any impolf, fave .and cxcci^t his annual rent. On intek- 
iigence being received ol a war with France, Mr. Hafling.s ordered him to 
be required to futnilh foine affiftance. Cheyt Sing paid live lacks of rutccs. 
He was called upon a fetond time, and he paid five lacks more. He was called 
xpon a third time, when he refufied paymeftt. Preparatiw was made to civ 
force it, by order of the fame Governor-General who had under his hand cjt* 
prefsly ftipulaccd, that, e.xcepting only his annual rent, he Ihould be called upo« 
ivy no farther contribution. Nor w.as this all : Cheyt Sfng w'a*! difpofleflctl of 
his zemindary ; ai.d from that time to thi., Itas bc^*n a wandcrci and a vaga- 
bond through' Ind.a ! lUvln^ pamied tliia fadb h< very flrikU^ colours, ^fr• 



f ^ !l 

tvK nientlotK.'f!; 3not!ier5 of a V:.:lcr havinr; been calleJ upon for a liim of 
money by Mr. Haftiojis, and in order lo cnabie him to luriiillx It, he had bevii 
ftpported by the Company’s troops, in r,jrcinjj a /Ainindary of confidcraid/! 
vj'iiue out of the hayids of his own mother nrd graridnioilit. r, to -.vhoin it had 
Ic J( fcendcd, and op whom it had dcmi lol fctile<l nponihe Lmli of 

the Briidh Goveenment. He added *a iwfc, if oiiib •, liill iiiou* inhuman; 
And rt-aloneJ upon the cruelly of luch condu<fi, nd Lin tliindwdou^ diijiace it 
tUii v/ upon the national honour^ in terms o infinite eloiiucnee and per- 
jfaahon. 

^ ^ 1‘iom what he had faid, he urged the prciTmg nprftfl'ity of immediaiely adopt- 
an£5 loint’ fyllem of GovernmPiU, that Avould put a to fui'h ih.nneful 
fibufes i/f jiowfi ; and do lared, nothing but liiong me.iluiis Ci)uld j ollibly be 
expecleJ lo cflccf a th reform. Strong }\i*v/ev<’r as the lyllem was^ 

•'fcrhich he (liould have tht hun.>ur propolo ; abuntiaiuly loo hailh, as he wai 
»warv, ir^ wtmld .ii* thought t.»me, it was a paillatiw' ' an tmoHicnt ! an 
hiilf imaUiK'! ooinj'.'irej lo the uloaot “avi.ig things in thi.r ]>reff‘i't Londi- 
tidn. He hoped, thneloir, rht onlc -would, on this occ ho", take lin- ad- 
Vict giVL-ii by a Right r{on. Gci inn on a foimer duv ; tl n ihey would lo<»k: 

n-;;! lirualion v. ith regard to India in tin f.t>-e ; th.il thv',' would examine it 
thoi-()i..Th[y, view il'. deformity, and pmcccd .vith HrmneJs i ) adoj-i and enforce 
that appliv’Jiion, and that junedy, which the invcteraLy of t ic* tafe uqulrtcl. 

W Ith regard lo the e.'.iilence ol great deftffs in the pr nl lyPijn vern- 
ing India, and the dangerous and dcpbn.ibl- e.xtenl ot the iiiifehiefs and abules 
arihng fioni rhofe defects, the Houle, Mr. ]'o\ oblcrvcd, were well acijuainitd. 
The great dithcuUy lay in ^haling the mode of remedying the defects that had 
iK'eii fo fully afccTi ..cd. The q’jdhon of right, with rclpecl to the piojerty 
of the territories, had been dilputed without doors, bui never fairly met wlihiu. 
It liad generally, however, been admitted, thai the liglu nud^ vert in the Crown* 
jAs Inc h he ihould confider it. lie next ohlbived, tiiat it had bicn gr.ively and 
Urci.L. ally C(<nt(nd<*d, that a Company of Merchant'., ili(»ugh pcrfe<flJy equal 
' o - ' ^ cxrcnfivtitoiun.. • by no moans fit 

to bt rviuilitd vvicli the direcl ion of the political >r a diftant foreign 

doT-'i MOM, <1 vviih^ lh(‘ man.igf incnt of large territoi ics. 1 hi'i polition 

»« : 7 generally aJlcnted to ; he \V(»uld, nevtrJ'.t , bi fair enough to 

»ckn(»\vi''dgi, ih,it he had heard ii inainiamcJ on il e ( r l.a. d, with ciual 

grav.ty and v/;th ci^ual fylidity, that a poliib 'il gv>vcin.:ic va. not adapted W 

the dirvCti'ji' <jt exienlivc commv.Tcial conccii.:-.. 'To th,- ter opinion he waa 

MiHifeil IT' to lean. Hia idea, tbv eiore, with rvgar India, /.as to form 

* mixed iy ■ m of government, adapted -.5 weil as lin- i>au e cafe v/ouid 

admits Jo me mixed complexion of ou’ intcrells in Imllu. The j*lan of gr:\ern- 
mejii ihiy had occurred to the learned s.ord who broai^ht in the Billlalb year, 
Apon the labjccl of a new fyli* m, was to give more power to the government lii 
Jiulia ; indeed to invdl it wlih abfoiutc power. His lyllem wasdireftly the re- 
o^rfe : }le meant to propoll- ic» lodge »'’C gm^ernment liihily at home; and 
fought too much power had already been trulicd in India ; he defigncc!, thero 
lore, to propofei to place the rcfponiibility on fuveu ComrAiflioners, to atl here 
.as tiu* Council of Admintftration for India ; ihefc fcvu.i CommilTioncrs to b*: 
alhil^d with a fubordinate Board <if eight aJd»tional Conimillioners, to manage 
the conimcrcial'conccrns of the Company, to condud their f ipping, and fuper- 
, intend alUhe variety of bufinefs appertaining to the tommcr. ial conduft of the 
Company’s affairs ; but the latter eight Coinmiilioners lo ;uT entirely under tiic 
dirtchon and fubjeft to the controul of the former feven. 

This, Mr Fox fa»d, was the grand outline of his fyftcm : He would not enter 
Inpo a minute detail of it farther at prefent, but would only ihy, he meant to 
leave a blank, in the Bill he fhould move for leave to bring in, for the names of 
tjie Commif^ner':, which Ihould he ballotted for by that Honfc ; and he defign- 
«4'Huother blank, to give the Houfe apow'erof removing any one CommiiUoner,' 
yr ffiorcj by addrcls or otbexwUc j he (aid it wax Ukcvilb his intention to Icavft 

a third 
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s tlilnl blanV, for ib»* period of the operation of the Bill, vrhicli jnlgJifhffor jjjP 
iln»ri u-rm oi vctji j, cither hve or three. His wiih would be, to tike the fhoitelk’ 
tmir ihai tdulo !v; iuiv uiVd fuHicient to do any good in, or give the ex{ietiliiedfr 
fair It ','1, One i: rong i<loa he mtertained, was that of rendering till the ietvMf' 
in Ind.i, iugh and In.v, fuhordmat.* and nlicdient tothe Admlniftttition ofUiditiQt'* 
a.l'i .3 at home; and therct'ore, among other regulations, he difclTgncd to cnforc# 
«)»<•, v;lil» h, lie v,,v. confeions, would appear rather Angular at the rirft mentioa- 
of It ; he in* mr To o’dige the Council at home to makeminutes of their reafon^ 
as otfi-n as tncir onleis tlionld not be complied with, and they Hiould not iminfr*^ 
duui ly n call the hivanr who had difooeyed their inftruftioAs, This, he wati' 
awate, was new, when applied to the common courfc of bufinefs, buf the longf» 
practu r ot ir by the India Company had proved its utility. Another reafon in 
jnihfi' .iticm w^aj this: Difobedience of orders, in men ailing at a dlllalicc, wai 
fo fai from hi ing always criminal, that it was fome times highly mcritorioua.^ 
Ifo mcaiif, t.'itfrefoic, to lodge a difcretional power with the Council, which their 
rerpt*;'.(ilnlitv would rc<]uirr : If it appeared to them that a fervant of thcCon»* 
pa*'/ iiati acted in dilohi diencc of orders from home, from the. immediate exigency 
ofaifaT', or that he had an obvious good iiuciition in fo doing, or that it wati* 
lor oihi r iv.i!oi'. nir .pedieiit to recall him, they lliould be obliged to alTign in af 
jniiji ie, as Ibori .is ihev jileafed, why tlwy did not recall him ; and thus avoi# 
wiiat Uioy woi.ld jiifl ify as th«- expedient grounds of their condufl. This wouldT 
entinv fetui-'ty I . the C’«nnnnliioncrs, and oblige them to aft on motives of nece^ 
faiy pm duuo'i. Whenever a vacancy fliould liap|H.‘n in the Supreme Council, h<f' 
faid, lie meant to i inpowei the Crown to fill it ; when in the Lower, the General 
Couit <*i Kail Indi i Propiietors. A great variety of other regulations of imporm* 
ame, of whn b Ue could not fpeak f<> w'ell, unlels he had the paper the Bill w«»' 
drawn on, bfl'o;e him, would uecelfarily be Included in it. 

Mr. Fox faiu, he mesn* likewilV to move tor b*ave lo bring in a fecond Bill^ by 
wav of eniorcemeiu o'" the firl^ he had mentl«nied. This would have levcral ma-' 
tenal purpofcb in v /» w j .'iwl among orhen, the fecuring to the natives of Indis' 
llicir property, hi' ell:iL>li<l'i'\, I'.eir right with regard to the tenure of. their land** 
Two ideas rolaiiv.e to the ten • • i-md in India, had, he cbferved, becrt.aif 
different time', and by ddure.it p ».‘)iis. Infilled on ; The one, that w'lth wdiicV 
his opinion ptiru-'lly coincided, vi/. that the zemindars, or, in plain Englil^ , 
the country i^cnllemen of India, w'tc entitled to the full and undifiurbed pcrf-‘ 
Tetiion of fber biu!:, m like manner as we wure, upon paying of their annual*' 
tribute or rent to Government. 'Fhe other, that the whole of the foil was the in- 
diJ'put.’ble properly of the Great Mogul, or his Duan, the F.aft India Crihipany^ 
and thit ^hc Zemindar mi/lit be difpoirefled at the will of either of the latter* 
This idea, he obferved, xvas not only tyrannical and unjufl. in the extreme, butf 
it was all’o cxtrcm-.-ly impolitic; bccaufe, if fafi’ered to bh carried into prao- 
rice, and continued to b<. adher, d to, it mud ncceirarlly dedroy the fpirlt of 
manniafturo and agricullnre, and ultimately end in the ruin of the whole coun-^ . 
try. It was, Mr. Fox faid, the firfl duty of governors to make the governedf 
..s happy and as fecure in their properly' as pofijblc. This was, he trulied, the 
wlfinof every Engliir.inan, and could not but be the wbh of n.Briiilh Houfe 
Commons ; therefore, although it was impoflihlc exaftly to apply the glorious 
JMid free Cbnflitution of this country to oiir polfellions in India, it W'as not only 
the indlfpenfiblo duty of the Houfe, but it was within their power, to commu«r 
ivicatc the fpirit of our laws, which was, in faft, the cflence of otir ConAilu* 
tion, to our Indian fiibjcfts, to a-feuethem from rapine and plunder, and to put 
them in a Hate of peiTeft peace, happinefs, and fccurity. This would on® 
grand aim of his Bills ; and for fupport in eft'eftin^ fuch apurpofe, he relied witik 
confidence on the veal, the liberality, and the jufticcof the two Houfes of Par* 
liamcnt. \_^n umvcrjal mur mut oj afplaujf^ 

Mr. Fox fiated alfo, as a very important ohjeft of his Bill, and which AooJ' 
inuch in need of coiTcftion, the ]>raftlce of the Company's lervants receiving 
prefects from the Indian rrinces, and Othcrsi the dependents on the Company* 

Thit 
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lie {iW, grand oilglnal, the " prlmum moMlr’* of all tlie rap«^ 
dUbbedience^ injuAice, and cruelty, that had difgrat cd the Britifh (h>« 
India. In vain had the Court of Diri'iitor^ ihnr over injunelion 
aiftinr injun^iony to forbid the Company^ Icrvant^ from taking any prefenr, on 
ggtf pretence, from the Indian Princes and Zemindars. In vain had an eeprefi 
of Parliament palTed, to forbid the practice; the Orders of the Court of 
Sirectorfy the of the Britifh Legifiaturcy were held in ecjual, and the inoft 
^preme contempt atfieng^ ! A Arongcr j^roof of this could not he adduced than 
the conduct: of Mr. HulingSy who had accepted various prefentSy and among 
«chersy, a present of one hundred thousand pounds from a Rajah ; who, 
/m the very tlipey Itood deeply indebted to the Company, aivd wi»o pleaded the 
BMll abje^ diftref^ in excufe for not paying the Coinpanv vihat he owed them. 
IThU ,ono hundred thoufaud pounds, it wras true, Mr. IlaHings had afterwards 
l^ught to the account of the Company, but it was a confulcrahle time firft ; and 
ijikthe interim, he had h ui it to them uj>on bond, and charged a high intereft. 
Kay. fuch was the opini'Jii of Mr. Mailings himfclf np(m t}\e tranfacHon, t!iat 
1^ had wr.tten Home woid to the Court of Directors, *• That ho did nvL k-’-uv 
whether he had a'ly particular motive th^it had intleenc cJ hhn to atcept this 
•* prcfciil; out if hr had any at the i;nie, it was really oat of lu» nilivl.*’ Me. 
BiAings’s Ageiil, Mr. Scott, alfo had told tlie Committee, when examined by 
tbi^t Jt was better worth the while of the Rajah of Oude to mikc jMr, 
Ballings a prefent of one hundred ihoufand |x>und&y tlian to pay any jMi't of his 
jpjll debts to the Company. Mr. Fox laid great liiefs uiKin the whole ot this 
narration, and urge vi it a‘> a glaring proof of his former opinion, that il.e fer^f 
itj^nts of the Eafi India Company in India, were thoup,ht by the naiivos to ilief-, 
^^>rc power than their Mailers j and that it was evident, they htdd the Oidcu of 
Um! Count of Director*., and even the Acts of ,the Bniilh Pavliaipenr,. irl 
I bveNfigrr Cv>utcmpt. 

Anot^her point, the Right Honourable Secretary faid, to which he defigned tci 
djireetcHe correction his Bill was intended to admhufler, ivas the abolition of 
4^ Monopolies. T he fe he Hated to be extremely unfair, in the firil in(l,fcnce, e.t- 
vemciy pernicious, and as tcMidmg to confunic the vitals of Commerce, rather 
Cl^anto feed, to cherllh, or to lend it vigfAu. He mentioned the monopoly for 
that hadbten given to the Ton of a late Chairman of the Kail India 
jCSlttBpanyr wbo fold the contract for .i tonfiderablc premium I h.c* eery fame day^ 
Madia corifequence, the trade for opium was abfolutcly loll to the Company, 

Afber expatiating upon this for fome time, Mr. i’'o.\ faid, theix* yet remained 
iffnc confidcration, and that, perhaps, the moll important oC .my, npon which^ 
k W 38 C<mfc:i>us, he had not touched, and that was, with regard to Uic bring- 
mgc|imi»u)’. to juHicc. ^This was und^-jbtcdly a very great object ; bui great 
wa.s he was not alharned to fay he ;<<id not mad^ u;> his mind to tjie matter, 
4biHicieiuly to.be able to go into that dc*.tii refpecting it, which unyloubtedly 
Migihc to accompany any yrDpofirion upon the Itibject, wdic'neviT fuch a propolitioa 
be ri}^ for bringing for vard. He had confulted with many grave and 
SKcigbty authorities upon the ^ucHioti; but he \vas free to own, all he had 
Ibc^rdfrom the learned mes W'ith whoni he nad advifeJ, had not exactly met with 
Inis ideitupon the mutter, or appeared to him cither warranted in found policy or 
«> iufticc. By fome, and tholi', men- of conJiclerable judgment and experience, 
ht had been told, tlw laws now in being were fully adequate to the occalion. To, 
Ijlsis opinioiv he acknowledged, he could not give his alfent He had, in his 
«!«m Buind, formed the Ikctch of a Plan that he thought might be practicable 3 
l^'Ke had not "matured it enough, to suture the Hating of it to the Houfr. 
There certainly waa a deHcAency, and fome fort of eincaclous Tribunal was 
iraiitlog; but what that; he, and what was flill more ahrmingi 

teAufe it involved in the c^iditicrati'on the falcty of the Copftitutioit, as well as 
yaHjoeof the country, who Ihould be the Judges, and who ftiould .'ippoinc 
tigw, werenci^tcrs of atremendous naturero view, and well demanded very furious 
flHlfiftg upon* How iacdkflcipus the jpiefeM laodc of pipofecuiring delinquents 
, ' ItuRji 
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Tnclla wa», il»cy all well knew ; but if no better mode tould be bit iiA 
fafciy, Uitliculi as the tafk uf following up a Parliamentary pr^sTecutton Wtfiji 
be trufted there was Aill enough of virtue, and Love for'the natio&at durtetef 
left) to Alinulate that Houfe to determine to fuftain the diibeulcyy and. perleveiei^ 
in fpite of all the incouvenicncics, and all the ob£tacies> that 
in the way of juftice. ^ ^ ' j- * ' , ' 

Having explained all the material points to which he Iiitenaid hit fiills 'tft. 
be directed) Mr. Fox declared) that although in mferring to facts, xieceflai^ M 
be mem ion ed in proof that real defects exilted In the conftitution of the Saft 
India Company, and tliat thofe defects were the cauics of mlfchicfs and abnles^ 
contrary to every Idea of policy and wifdom, repugnant to juftice, and difgraoQ^ 
fiil to the national honour, it was impoflible to avoid the mention of names, h^ 
bad no Intention whatever to ftate the buftnefs of the day as a Mrfonal buil* 
Reis ; nor ought it to be confidcred in that point of view by any gfifttienian Whati^ 
ever. He had carefully avoided giving any opinion of his own on the conducCr 
of any defeription of men, or faying any thing that might ulcerate. or in^amir 
the minds of the friends of either one perfon or another; and whether 'Mr». 
Haftings, whole name he had been obliged to introduce with the mention o£ 
many ol tlic mattcrt he had been called upon by his fubject to allude to, wad' 
that able Statefman, that wile Politician, that active Leader, which fome Gcnile» 
inen were loud in boaHiilg him to be; or whether he W'as the moft op^n ana 
hare-faced Peculator tliac ever failed to India, the nioft ' falthlefs Maker pf 
Treaties, the weakeft Siatcfnian, arid the worft Governor that ever virafs placed 
over a country, as its curie and its ftourge, as other Gentlemen were equally 
confident in airciting, was a matter perfectly indiltcrcnt to the bufinefs of thd 
day, and had no forr of connection with it whatever. He would not, tKcreforef 
enter upon the dircufiicm of thefc topics, becaufe they bore no relation to 
queftioii before the Houfe* He trufted that Gentlemen In general would meet 
the queftion fairly, and not make that a peffonal conftdcration, vrhich had no* 
thing perfonalin it. The Influence of the C/own, they had been ufed to fay> 
was too great : Ho thanked God it had been coiillderably dlminilhed ; but th^ 
liiHucnce^of the Crown, In us iiioll cnoimous and alarming ftate, was nothing 
compared to the boundlefi pairor ig' .,1* the Raft India Government, if the latie|j 
was to be ulVd in influence or tliai Horule. The country was loft indeed—^ 
soft beyond all hope or pollibility of recovery, if t^c boundleft pairosyigji 
t>f the liaft v/as to be employed to prevent Government from making a re* 
form, called for in the loudeil manner, and urged onwards by .the rtoft imme- 
diate and moft prefiing ncceflity. He ^ke not this from a fear of tl^e influ- 
«nce to which he had alluded ; he trufted no attempt would be made to exert it 
in the prefent inftancel becaufe, if a Minifter was afraid to come dcfWn^to the' 
Houfe, and ptopofe a mcafure, grounded on il^e moft urgent neccfliiy, there woul4 
at once be an end of all Government. At the fame time that he fatd this, he 
wao aware the mcafure lie had projiofed was a ftrong one. He knew, that Che 
talk he had that day fet himlelf, was cxtrenacly arduous and difficult j he knevr 
that it -had confidcraLle rifquc In if ; but when he took upon him an office 
refponfibllity, he had made up his mind to the ifituation and the dan^r of lu 
He had left all thoughts of eafe, indolence, and fafe^, behind him. He 
jhembered an honourable friend near him fMr. ^urk^J had once fald, half la 
jeft, half in carneft, that idlenefs was tbe%eft gift that (^d had beltowed upon 
** man.*^ fiut this was not a time for indolence and regard to fafety In a Mini** 
fter. The fttuarlon of the countiV called for vigorous exertion, lor n^W mea* 
iures, and for fenne rih^ue ; lie knew, that a Minifter who had no confidention 
but his own fafety, might be quiet and fafe i the confequeute li^ft be, £h(0 
country would be ruined. How much better was it to venture wrhat the exf 
agency of dfralrs required ; the Minifter,^ St was true, might be ruined, but Kijfe 
tountry would be faved. The one coniideration ovfght to baye no* weight, com* 
pared CO the other. Nor had indolent men any bulinefs in office ac fuch a crifts . 
as the prefent. This was not a feafori for A Secretary of State to be idle. Th.lf 
Minifter chat loved his eafe, or rather who was not determined to exert bbtifeli^ 
jiad no bufiDeft with red boxe« and green bags. His effik'C wai for a^ra employ. 
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if Tie frefr/red indulgmcd to ef^plicatlon, he ought fo reiJre to prlrati life| 
lll^liire he enjoy his leifure without injury to the Public, [a smile froW 
AiffoSITlonJ* Mr. Fox took.' notice of the fmtie, and laid, ‘the lubjcct of t 
^AOlfttre adopted by hkn lift Seihon, had then been fo repeatedly and lb (ully 
that the Gtntlcmen on the ocher fide tnull rxcufc Ilhi, if he declined 
■/ay-ing. any thing more upon thefubjcLt; thus much he would only then fay, 
IKat it had been thought matter worth trying, if a jiinction with ihofe from 
%rhom he had long differed, might not be made with fafety, after the points 
ttpOn which fhey had differed moft widely w'cre at an end; and- whether they 
might not act together- on new (loints with honour, for the good of the country. 
That eXperuQc^nt had been tried; and he was haj>py to lay, that the experience 
theSutnmtfr had confirmed him in his expectations. The noble Lord and he not 
litvinjg had anyone material difference, nor indeed any variety of opinion, farther 
'than 'that fort <3|1F occallonal difference which men of honour, determined to act 
Weely, to give their opinion to each other without referve, and from candid 
•dfgument to deduce conviction, might warrantably ni.d fairly be fuppofed to 
l^t^rtain. On the prefent cccafion, he lamented moll fincrrely the warn of the 
.ireat ib]!ities of the noble Lord, to fopport him in the arduous talk of the d.iy ; 
and -he more particularly lamented, that his abfence Ihould be owing to perfonal 
.'‘^llncfs and infirmity. He wan, however, hap|\v to he able to affurc that Houfe, 
*j | ^ t he and the noble Lord had conlultcd together upon the fubjed ; that they 
'fMlrdlty'^incidcd in feniiment and opinion upon it ; and he trufird, as the Kill 
Vcul'd be 'fome time in palfiug, tint he Ihould fiill have the benefit of the noble 
JLord*# powerfnl fupport. With regard to the fmile the Gemlemen on the oiher 
Ifidfe of the Houfe had chofrn to alfume at his ohferv'at'.ons upon indolence, he 
trould not be fuppofed to allude to the noble Lord’s adminiftration, becaufc they 
Ihuff know many rtw were carried into praft ict during that adminifiration j 

jbrojcAs which,’ in common with thole Genilemcp, he had thought detrimental 
fO the interefis of the country, and w hich they had together laboured to prevent. 
After this explanation, Mr. FoS faid, he Ihould crnclude with the fame rrmaik 
ibit he had made in the commencement of his Speech, and begged the Houfe again 
lo remember, that he had not officioully or unneccffarily taken upon him to 
■pmpofe the fyfiem of government for the Eaft India Company, which he had 
o^^cned to the Houfe; the occafion urged the confideration to their notice, and ic 
md been his indifpcnfihle duty as a Miniftcr, to pay it eicrv poflihlc attention, 
•t>i| to tpfe no time in bringing forward the belt deviled fyftem tliat his jodg>» 
enabled him to concci\c and propofe. 

Mt. Fox concluded w'ith moving, 

- t. ^ Thar leave be given to bringir. a Bill for vcfilng the Affairs of the EafI 
Tddia Company in the hands of ccnainCotnmiflioncrs, for the benefit of the 
^ Jipbpnetortt and the Public.” 

' . a. ** That J^ai'C be given to bring in Bill for the better Oovernment of^ the 
^ Tdrritbrial Acquifitious and Dependencies in India.” 

' 'Culbncl Nokth faid, that the Bills moved for by the Honourable Secretary 
Stare^ appeared to him to be fo rational, and the fyllt m of government pro« 
him, fo urgently called for by the critical ntuation of the Eaff India 
Cdmfei^ll', (b likely to prove >eificacious and falutary, that he felt a lingulas’ 
lariSGS^oii Itt iicouding the motion. 

*. FltT, replied jf and began with fbme farcaftic remarks on Mr. Fox, 

4ltclaring that tKe'R%hc Honourable Gentleman had takeni extraordinary pains 
ito d^recatd the charge of indolence, a charge that had never been imputed to 
Right Hl^tjoi^alile Gentleman, though it had even been confidcred as a lead* 
tngfffatiiire part of the prefent Ad^mini A ration of which the Honourable 

’Gentleman h^ been once thought to be no great admirer } but ir ought not 
Ije thit the Right Honourable Gentleman had that day Oftijoincd per« 

Kifdtiilcfice to the Houfe, upon the' fubjedl of the extraordinary jundlion of 
laff Seffion, having foi-mally appealed to Parliament, and defired the 
0mimons to giraiit the Coalition a perpetual Amntfiy. 
then obferved, that accordirlg to the Honourable Gentleman, indolence, 
taoerly doimd io great fiuik in a fiiff Lord of Use Trtafury^ 



Urns to l»c fuppofcJ a fault not v^’orth minding In ^ Secretary rffSttie I* in^rtlLCt. 
more (rri>u'>.Ially, wi'.eri ihe noble Lord had « colleague^ a£^Ive ana indnftxi^S thattkh|r, 
not only to do his o\mi buhnefs^ but the bufineis of the noble Lord for " 

f,yrfuing this ridicule I’omc little wavj Mr. Pitt faid) with te^atd fO ill<f Bill 
movi^d i^or by the Right Honourable Gentleman^ Co far was it Mn bi(l rotenHoii 
lo oppose the motion lor leave to bring it Ini that he mnft declare hifllielf ek* * 
ireincly iicpaiicnt to have it upon the Tahle^ becaufea^ fyAtm (6 new id itfclft , 
planning, frorn the extraordinary degree of power which it Was calculated tO|il«fe< 
in the hand<i of tlv'- Mini/lcr, and to bi^ with confe^uences of the moll ferioii#' 
n-iiiire, called for the fullell and moll deliberate examination^ and ought to be W^U 
vi'eigheii and digciled, before Gcriulemen thought themfelves con^tetit to gfV*' 
their opinjon:> upon it. He faidj he had rejoiced at the mutmur oi.ap)>laufe tl^b' 
had ran through ilic Houle, when the Right Honourable Mover bad decltiy<l| 
it was a chief aim of his lyllem to jfecui'e the relidents and natives of India 
quiet aud peaceable polleflion of their propci^y ; fuch a murmur IpcAe the ' 
illy, humanity, and iulh\e of the Ilouie of Commons. But whife they 
providing fur the pi'oteftuin and fafety of our fubjedls ahroadj he hoped a ddccan^i^ 
lideration would he had to the chartered rights of thofe at home. The Right Ho* 
non I able Secretary’s fyllem wont an cxtrioidinary length indned, and the Only 
argument he had heard in jullificatlon of it, v/as the urgent ncccllity ^f 
Koceliityj be obfeivcil, was generally coniidered as the plea of tyrants $ bu|;^ 
in t lie c rood of llavcs, when fubmitted to without full inve/ligation 0^* 
/quiry. It behoved the Houfe, therefore, to examine with great care and fcTuppJir 
oufiuf;, wli;it the ailed ged necefliry was, and before they admitted^ that 
ainouiucd to >hat very great and preUtng lize, to jutlify the violating the ChtTv 
Cored Rights of ^he Kail India Company, to have it duly and correctly aicettained* ' 
When he hoard the Ri^ht Hon. Secretary mention the boundlcft patronage of the Caul 
India Company^ he could not imagine, he fatd, that the Honourable Centlemai>i ■ 
had formerly em|'loycd his eloquence in defence of the liberties of his country! . 
and he begged the Houfc to (ottfidcr, that this Bill would throw all that boonlleft.'^ 
patronage, and all that rnift.hicvons influence^ Into the hands of (he Mlnifter*. 
laid, he hoped the Bill wnuM not b< hurried; that time would be given to etifoi^/'^ 
a full aiteiulancc by moving for a Call, to cake place before the day the refj:^|^:^ 
rc;idmg; decl^rin^ that, he relcrvcd himfelf for a future deUveiy- of his ientimwjj^ 
Upon a fyltein, vMiich he had not yet had fulHcicnt oppoiYunity to examine WwHj^ 
chat attention whUh rould alone enable him to form an opinion upon it ; but he, 
could not help obferving, that the two leading features of the fyllcm, as Rated bw 
the Right Honourable Gentleman, appeared to be of the very w'OrR and de^' 

drceiiable complcAion, defpotifin and corrupnm ! Mr. Pirc added other adverlb^f^. 
marks, and concluded with warning the Houfc to a£l with Caution wlih^relpcft 
a Bill,' which tended to authorife tiut bolUeft and mod dcl^ratc attempt ever 
injdo by .i Minlller. 

Mr. Macdonald made a lliorc fpeech, in which he re^emmended parts of Hie^ 
late Lord Advocate's Bill, upon the fubjefl of India, to the moft Atrious conlulsr 
ration of the Right Honourable Secretary of State. * - 

Commodore Johnstone rofe up with notes in his hand, and replied to many 
lof the particulars of Mr. Fox’s fpMcb, He feemed to turn his chief attention to 
she vindication of Mr. Hailinga's charafler $ but he alfo fsemed much intcrelHm^ 
in the profperity of the Company’s fettlemenfs and cooimerct. He fupportid 
warmly the condufl of the Court of Proprietors, with refp^ to thexlr putting nia 
interdidl on the refoJution of Parliament. To his certain knowledge^ he fai^ 
their dctermlnatiun to continue chge Gentleman ia power, had been fuomScted to 
the infpeftion of the then Miniftvy for weeks | and he coald well reinember thg 
anfwer which the Secretary of State gave them, when they to know hig 

opinion—** You are beR jydge^ he Aid, of yoiMf own affairs.** H was then hSf 
idea, and is Rill, that the (ttuacion of India affairs at that period jnRifi^d the pji^ ' 
eecding of the Court of Proprietors ^ and to hftve iscaUed a man of Mr. Hkftim'f 
abilities, at fuch a Rafon, would have been (o Involyp thietr concerns in the $aft / 
in many intricacies. He refuted t^e actufationt ^ich Mr. Fox had .brAttal^' 
againR the Govcrnor>GcneraI, refpedling the unhappy war that had fo long 
ARctl in India j and Ihe wed, thaiCbeytKog waf tofe^ nokhing-ioere 3»ak;"n 
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M&t Vel«f!igia|(fo the CoRipiAy> and was, as fuc'n, bound tb make good a Aate^ 
:^|m to the Company; and more eipccially was a regular payment incumbent on 
when the ^igenciea of war had I'o encrcafcd the neceHlties of their fovercign, 
ife adverted a little to the arreil of chat unhappy man ; and Ihewrcl, that the ac- 
Itdunts thu had been given of the treatment he had received, were in general ex- 

S led. ITie Honourable Commodore obferved, that the bribe (as it had been 
which the Governoj: had received from the Nabob of Oude, never was fo- 
by himi but was given him without any promife of indemnification. Ho 
rinaicated the Governor’s conduct in the anair of Mr. Pope. He had aded, 
, ne fatd, with a dignity and fpirit which hardly any one but Mr. Haftings pollef- 
w ; and he bad the, enneurrener: of Mr. Francis, and others in power, in ever/' 
thing ho had done.' Refpefting Mr. Ilaflings’s boldnefs, in drawing upon the 
Company for Aims which exceeded t}ie limited fum of 300,00c]. he was nut even 
there /oVrefsly to blame as might at firft appear. The public demands were urgent, 
Unu,thO(Pire^ors had given him reafon to look for their fupport. The Commodore 
jh^cighed tfrongly againil the cruel and unjuft fteps that had bcci\ taken againft 
'that great chara^ier. He faid, it was not at all generous to judge of a man by 
Partial infonnation ; and that a fpecch in the Houfe of Commons, however juft or 
. elegant, was not futficient ground for Gentlemen to decide on a pcri'on’s honour 
athd reputation. Counfel ought to be heard : Mr. Haftings’s condudl ought to be 
•hquired intp at the Kar; and a vcrdi£f given with every appearance of equity, 
V^'Ith regard to the India Stocky, the Honourable Secretary had reprefented them 
in a deplorable ftate indeed. He had viewed them as a body or primary mag- 
iutude, .-jiid their jrcfourccs as a mere mite. But he was h-ippy to fay, that all was 
loft j and that he hoped once more to fee the affairs of the Eaft in a flourilliingj 
^^qndition. As to the method which the new fyftem propofed, of appointing Officers 
^fpr the Company, he did not look upon that as beyond the reach or obje£lion. He 
'Vas not clear how much men, chofen by Parliament, would be atrachi^d to the 
Company'^s Int^reft and whether the Company were not likely to experience in- 
fonvenicncies, from the inattention that their feiwants might fhew to their orders, 
when ^hey knew that their continuance in power no longer depended on their plea-* 
iure. The Honourable Commodore clofcd with obferving, that his attachment 
^J^iGovernor Haftings did not fpring.from any reciprocdlion of good offices, or any 
'^munacy that had fubfiftcd between them-— far from it. His attachment was 
"sounded on the opinion he entertained of his integrity, his abilities, andgreacnefs 
jpf mind. AU his family, he add«*d, were hoftile to Governor Haftings ; and if 
incjriu had not flruck him with wculiar force, 1. is regard for him muft long 
have been extinguilhed. He wcprl noi, he faid, though much intenfled in 
tlfe nonoar af the India Company, objc.'l to the motion of the day, provided ho 
.found that the tendency of the Bill was m promote the good of the community. 
Mr. Secretary Fox laid, that he onl) t-ole to aflure the Honourable Commo-* 
and thip Hpufe, that he bore no ill will to Mr. Haflings ; nor v/as it his wifh 
"to injare him in the leaft, 1 nry were not Individual inrererts, but ihofe of na- 
tions, 10 . which he wifhed to dir.*4l the notice of the Houfe : And if in the couifa 
wyf hh relearclKS, he had been obliged to Umgup nam^;, their friends ffiould re- 
member, that he could net have avoided doing fo. He then gpve notice, that his 
Ihould be rcad-a fecond time on Thur'ftl^ (to-morrow) fe’cnnlght. 

Mr. W. Pitt wondered how the Right Hunourable Secretary could wifli tq 
‘yTorce a matter of Inch high moment through the Houfe. without giving Gentle* 
•‘«nen that were not in town .an opnorrunhy of adding their fan^lion to iu He had, 
i|io faid,' already mentioned a Call of the noufct and if that was not complied with 
pefore another reading of the Bill, he moft ceitalnly would proteft againft it. 

W Mr, Samvel Smith, Junior, faid, be rofe to deliver his ideas on tbe- buftneft 
day, 4ndhc meant tu do' it freely. The Rill, which then waited their di A 
w^s one whofe impoirance was as great as the incerrfts pf thoufands werty 
l^«r to them.^t was, moreover, a Bitl.fo very doubtful in its cftcAs, that hu 
novr to pronounce upon iti We had feeti America torn by violence 
!sliwitil!e^o|bcr country, merely becanft the extent and the great diftance of tha^ 

I msi required a degree of attention, and ffieedy exertion, which 

5? goyercung home fometih^ prevented MiniAers from beftowing 

Yalua^}e pofiti&on vc can no\^ 



of, loft alfo to tht Brltlfh ilomlnioAS ? There Was another ohJeAxon that lbv<h 
him very t'orci 1)1 V) that was, the fatal confequcnces that were HkeQr tO ftfiiU 
the (iiroaioii of India being lu the hand:^ of Minifters; for he eonfijlfifed FtflUv. 
meiu and MinifVry, in tlic infiancc before them, as fynonymous^ Sllph 
ofinHuenec, be obferved, would render them formidable ; andlf ^idcii fice IlfaiW 
rii{H;radurd, what difinal cfleas were not to be apprehended! Ete made a few 19*. 
marks on the Reports of the Select Committee ; and haring ei^refled^a wiAt thaC 
Oeptlomeri inighi be allowed fuliu lent time to prepare for the difeulSon of thCkiA^. 
flam bufinefs, he took his feat. ' ' / 

General Smith, in a few words, faid, that he thought the bunnefl Wtlof &c|l. 
cunfequence to this country, that it ought to exa&the fullcft loTCftlgation } 
fooner that was given it, the butter. JV* 

Mr. P. Akdrn blamed the fccrecy which Mmlftry had oblenred with ^tegard;i^. 
the bufinefs before i hem. If they had given the Houfe a hint of their IntCltCioiUI 
at the dole of laA SelTiun, it would have been doing no more than their duct* |C 
feemed, he faid, as if they did not with to have the general fettle of theHoufe^. 
I'hey inJ bei ii aflembled fome weeks fooner than ufual, and neverthflefi^ Mitdfti/ 
W.UU ii I'l h'liTy this fecrnlngly dangerous Bill through the Hpuie, without’ alU^ 
ing •: ;1 k‘ fei nHis difcniTion it deferved- 

Mr. Fox asrani g.ivu notice, that he Ihould move for the lecond reading of ^ 

Bill nc''.t 'I bmt'd.iy fr’cnnight, 

Mr. VV'. Pi 1 T i Mrneftly prefled Kim to poftpone it till Tuefday* fortnight* de-^ 
elai mg 1.. w il.' d to move a Call of the Houfe firft ; and if the Right Honourable^ 
Cic'rlan.*in would not confent, he faid hemuft be under the necemty of oppofii^ 
the luv.tion for the lecond reading, and endeavouring to get it pol^ned^ when icy 
Ihould be made. , I 

Mr. Fo:. faid, his Majefty l^d called Gentlemen together eirly, at a Vfry gi^lt7 
inconvoniunce to them, for the purpofe of difpatching without delay the gre^l^ jKM- 
impjvta:.'. bufiufs that dcm.anded their attention. That it wat* kn«wrb.-lhe XndU 
buiinefs was to be ono of the flrll olyeAs of difcoilion, and he could nd^ think nC 
putting it o!f for a lingle day, unlefs he was fure to gain the Honourable Oimtlef* 
man’s app. ..batioii and fopj-orr of h's Bill^y Co doing; as he W'as not likely te ob- 
tain thai .idvmiap/, he would twt confent to delay she motion for the fecoM read- ' 
ing longer thau the d.ty he had mentioned. • , \ 

At length ihu motions were fevcrally put and agreed to ; -and ordered* tbift 
Secretary Fox, Lord North, Lord John Cavendilh* dec* do prepare and bring hi tto 
fame. 

Mr. Pitt then rofe to move a Call of the Houfe* which* after a caution fronk ' 
the Speaker, with regard lo the omiiiion ef the words* and that the Speaker di^ 
“ fer:d leirers to the Members,” on account of the fliortaeli of the time Jxndartng 
ghai matter impracticable, was put in the following words: 

That this Houfe be called over on this day fortnight, and the noa^aKBdl 
^ Jams ordered to be taken into thecuftody of the Serjeant at Arms** 


^l^rfday, No^mter 20, X783. „ , 

Mr. Fax having hronght in the Bill fervefting the ABain e£ tM Ball 
pompany In tho hands of certain CemmBoo^n, for the benefit of tho Fropr*Ct!bm ,J 
and the Public, it was read a Hrft tlmapt |he Tkble* and the brctiica road 
.Bpeaker, from the Chair* as ufual. 

Mr. Fox then moved* ** that a fufEcIent number of coplet uf (he BUI bepifntedf 
** Cot the ufe of the Members.” Agreed to. - , ' ’ 

He afterwards moved* tha^ tl^e fiiU ^ regd g fecond tlmu 0 |i Tbufftliy ha^ 
This caufed a long debate* 

The Honourable W. GtmvxLLt faid* t^4k be lbouUapi«6il to tbo candour of 
fbe Houfe for fupporc* in negativing the Motion that had been juft made* an4liae» ' 
venting the Bill from being preciptta|^ with ftwh indecent hafie* What ihU'ltiv . 
f*a« vm, tbtif Kuh)(t4bilB » n 
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a rcqulfition to ihcir jufticc, he would take the lllicrty to (late j ir^ 
i|i 3 l^en he fhould Jave done fo, he trulled that they would join with' him in repro- 
the attempt now made by the Minilier. His rcaf'ons were, the great im- 
vitetinee of the Billj the novelty of the fytfem it held out, the alarming tendency 
jol'ilhft ^e% theinjuftice it was big with, the aim being no lefs than to brcaK 
klkl&|h the Chartered Eights of the Ealf India Company, to take away at once all 
thej^vileges and proper^ of that Company, to violate rights, not only eftablilhcd 
1»7 garter, but'eftah^jd by re|)eatcd ^Vdls of Parliament, and purchafed fora 
yididabje confidei;atlbiu Jf the Charter of the Lafl India Company was thus fuf- 
leved to be broken th;ongh| what would become of the national credit ? W'hat 
iiadtiliry remained for the Bank of England, the Charter or the Company of 
Smckhdlden llanding upon a footing inh;titely lefs fecurc, and kfs fanilioned by 
faith of Parliament? Jhefc were pnlidcrations of great and infinite impor- 
lame; and ought it to be a matter of a lingle moment's doubt, whether thefe 
fogfidlrations Ihoutd be fuddenly brought forward, or whether a few days longer 
Ikbuldelapfe, in order to obtain a fuller attendance, and in order to give fuch Gcn- 
fl^lhcn a 4 were yet in the countrj^, an opportunity of coming to town, and being 
at the difcuiTion of ^ Bill of fuch magnitude ? Hio with was, topuftpone 
«l^'^otid reading of the Bill till after the Cj^l of the Houfe, and he trufted 
this willi would be ratified by the concurrent feeling of the majority of thofe 
ipyeicot Should fuch a Bill -pafs precipitately, and fic earncilly hoped, fo violent 
sftretch of authority, fo unjuft an attempt to ieize inordinate pow'cr, never would 
Ibccome a law— Ihould it be attempted be palled through jthat Uoufe, what would 
;«ople at large think of their conduct ? C/alicd together asi they had been at 
• hn unufual feafon of the year, did it become them haftily, in thin Houfes, wiih- 
’•wt allowing themfelves time to weigh the unportance of a fyllem perfectly 
'jieWf unheard pf before, never even alluded to w*(tlun doprs or without, tp ]>roccc 4 
ich 18 much difpatch as if they were going through a Bill of no moment, of no 
LUce ? On the contrary, ought not the extraordinary and unufual tendency 
fyfltm made the fubjw.of the Bill, to alarm their apprchcnfion, to call 
caution, to excite their utmoft warinefs ? What pka had the Right 
^Ip urged, as 'the ground of propofing ll^e fyftcj)i in queftion ? Ht 
only one, the plea of Kccemtyt That there was a necelTity, an 
^ i'wefiity, to ado^t fome meafure for the relief of the Raft |ndla Company, 
-dbfjdtp regulation of their affairs, and what was ftill more prcfiing, for fecuring to 
twlmicivcs of India, and all who refided there, and were dependent on the Bail 
India Company, protefHon and fecurity, he was ready to admit; but was he no^ 
tf> be allowed lime to examine, whether the Bil| then under confidcratlon was thi 
1 ^' adapted to the nicefliiy in quellion ? Or w hether morelcnLcnl means of efe 
mfing the relief that the nature of the cafe required, might nut be difeovered? 

opening th& grounds of the BiB, the Right Honourable Mover had principally 
^IJefted faisl argument, on witat ? Not on general faAs, but upon the peculiar 
ifUltdllA an indlvidukH This was nc^ /ne moft candid way of opening the 
■j^Ounds df fyRcm calcvil«ed for great and general purpofes. On fuch a day, he 
|.%ooTd hive cxpeAcd individuals might have becfl fpared, and the thoughts of the 
'Kbufe ^ifcdled to large and more important objefts : But taking the cafe as it 
wEac inducement had they to precipitate a Bill, that called more, perhaps, 
l^n ever Bill had. done before, for circomfp*;ci';on,- for iiweftigatlon, for the moft 
ibfrous and 'the nioft deliberate difcuiTion ? 1 'hc conduct of parliament on fimiiar 
•ecafions had been to naufcj to pruewd with all the flownefs of doubt, to IgoE 
again and again at the fubjoft, and neither to. determine on a Isdden, nor vrschout 
fbU evidence of the Vnith of the faffs upon which a propofitiy:* was founded. 
Wlien he ufed the octafionifiht went too far; he fhould have faid, 

s^occafiops much weaker ; on occafigns that bore no fort of analogy or compari- 
in' point of importance, ctythat of the prefent Bill. In 1773, and in 1778, 
aftcAing, ip a fllgot degree only, the confticotion'and rights oT tho 
#^liidia,Coi«pany, were' under cwwi^eration, let ihc Houfe rccoHtft what had 
what the.language of thofe days ? Menwere fometimes apt, in the 
debate, to grow warm, arid to adopt even ftrongrr expreffions than the oc* 
.BRiat the fentiments he had uttered were not prcuHar to himfclfj 
« t^ezonse Cl ih? foAtinesii' of yaft times* In the Proteft s of the 
■ T'* ^ Ho«<* 
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Kvvifc of Lords, to which he had a right to refer, the wwW'Wt 

toijiid, but cxpicircd with infinitely more dignity, more ability, £id mote aoth6i^ 
nty# than he could ever ^-rctend to lay claim to. He wouid' not mtCtettpt 
any weight ur confide rat ion from the names of the noble perfoAS fobKcribed totlte 
Ihoieiis to wliieh he alluded. Hu would not draw any additioiial 
aigumc nt from the naine of the Marquis of Rochingham, I. name ever MT to re» 
coflcdlicn; as the Maiquis was a chaiadter, whole maifomi UMi conliftent adho 
jrenco to fixed princqjles begot him the confidence and iupporc even of chofe not nai* 
tarally prune lu adf with him, but who were now obliged to deny their fuppoitt^ ■ 
ctheit, \M\o had clujil-n tu proceed on oppofite principles 1 He would draw Adi 
weight and ci nhdcution fioiii the name of the Duke of Portland, though coi^ 
felledly aifUng, .iithc iiiiiethat he liguod the Proteft, from the beft and purell of'awT' 
poffible fiiocIvcL. Having put this pointedly, Mr. GrcnvUlo proceeded to read 
ProrelU ill quellluii, which were written in language remarkably fpirited 4nV^ 
wami. After gt'ing through them, .nnd comn^enting npon each, particularly oft- 
th.it part of them that cuinplained of the halte and precipitancy with which the - 
Bills then palTing, relative to the KaR India Company, were hurried through the 
Houfe, Mr. Grenville aiked to what end was the prelent Bill to be fo rapidly an4 
fo iiidcceiuly urged > W'.is it to be fuppofed, that the other Houfe (hould fo £ac 
forget ihe.L own honour and dignity, fo far lofe all fenfe of what was due to God 
and their cunUicuces, to confeiu to pafs a Bill fo big with defporilm, fo arbicraiyy 
fo harili, lu violent, and fo unjuff, as that then under confideration ? Norwaa 
the Bill I'o ohjeiftionabic in the point of views that he had placed it in, as it was 
In .mother, tu which it yet remained for him to advert. No; it was harmlefs as 
The wafte paper on the Table, compared to the other confequcnces that mufl: nece£p 
farily follow, to the liberties and coiillitutlon of the country, Ihould fuch a ll*'; 
racncal)!e iiiisfuuune occur, as the palling of it into a law. The Bill was calcU- ' 
latcd to Increafe the Influence of the Crown, and that in a degree beyond all pre* 
cedent enormous and alarming. Its obvious and unavoidable etfefl; urould be, n> 
transfer the boundlcis patronage of the Indies to the Crown; or rather, toyeft is 
for five years in the perlon of the Miniifer and his adJierents, whether ih or out ^ 
power. This was a conf deration infinitely greater than any He had mentioned - 
before: W'hat was it, hut to liM a Right Honourable Gentleman into a iituatioia 
wholly unknown lo our Conlutiuir*. ; a Situation from which he could not be ^ 
driven or moved, till he chole volunidrily fo abScatc hh difjat^rjhip. The 
Honourable Genileman had indeed talked of a term of years, at the expiration of 
which the Cointulirion was to ccafe and dct«-mine ; but he had too good an opinion 
of hia talents, too hi^h a fenfe of his fplrit and daring ambition, to fuppofe, rhftC 
having poirciTed hinilelf of fuch inordinate power, he would ever condefeend to 
lay it down, ur to become once more an humble individuaL It was ndt in buirfln 
haturc ; it was nut, he was fure, in the power of any man in that Houle, to per«« 
lorm fuch an aff of felf-deniaU That he did not colour this too llrongly, Mr* . 
Xlreiteille faid, was eafy to be proved ; the Bill was full of blanks, and chef* 
hla '.ks were to be filled by that Houfe. It w'as talking a parliamentary language^ 
to lay the Minlflcr was toHll the blanks, and that the fevenCommiflioners were the 
leven roininces of the Miniftcr. After purfuing this ftrain with great elaboratenefs^.- 
for tome lime, he reiterated his appeals to the Houfe, 'on the immediate rel|tiDfa. 
the fubje^^ bore to their deareft rights, exclaiming lihertas <t anima najira in dubh. 

/ At length he concluded a very anunated IpeecK, with carneftly exlsortlnf 
them to rejedt the Motion, and change the day to Tuefday fe'nnight. 

Lord John Cavknoish faid, chough from not being a Peer, hi? had it not m 
his power to fign the Proteft from which the Honourable Gentleman had read tci 
f xtraR, he madi* no fcruplc to declare, that he was decidedly of the pinion therein 
in delivered, at the time the Proteft: was entered; and that, becauic he thoufl^' 
the lituation of the Company, at that particular period, juftified the manly fenttr 
tnenis recorded In the Froteil^ that the Houfe had now been called upon to attend- 
to. Why was he of opinion now, that the Bill then before the Houfe, or ibnw 
Bill or othei-j, calculated lo effcdt a rcCozoi of the management of the Company^ 
'Ad'airs, was aclu.'iily neceti;iry ; and thiU uulffs fome Bill, adapted to fuch a puf«‘ 
pole, was paffeJ, and that immedIately^''titeJ&cK|ifany would be forthwith ruined^'i 
iheir j^reuii loft, and the lucioual credkiii Biaken f Leejt^ 

t’ v, -.r. 
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i!4(sorilbic G^neouR look, tt tke fituation of the Company* at the time to >\'hiefi 
AC, ha4 alluded, and at prefenr, and fee if they would bear companion, 'rhrn iho 
Cku^any were in dillrefs, it wa&truci but w*erc they bankrupts ? Was the revenue 
AfuMXicv^ At prefcnt it was, to the amount of a million, and the debt was m><r'e 
likely to ificreale chan diminiih. With regard to his private opinion as to India, 
JLRfd John reipindcd the Houfe, that he had delivered it unrelcrvedly in the Jail 
weffion of PariiamcRt^ It remained the fame now. He had then faid, he willicd 
«.Ca God every .European could be extirpated from India, and the country rcforicd 
)t9 merely on principles of commerce! By which he mcanr, that the trade be- 
tween Great Britain aAd Indoftan might be carried on in like manner as we novr 
carried on our trade with China. But was that poHiblc r Gentlemen knew it was 
]AOt; and it required little argument to prove, that all political meafurcs mull be 
d4ayCfSd to the circumftances of the times, and thefiiuatiun of the countries in 
'%hich they are tu be carried into execution, and lo which tliry are to be appllecf. 
;l?atal rience had proved,' and indeed it was almotl nuiverfally admitted, that 
connitution of the Eaft IndiaCmnpany was radically defective; that it was dc- 
• '.Void 6F* vigour j incapable of cffedl, and pregnant With abulc- The nature of the 
called loudly for a new fyl^em; In the operation of a new fylltm; power 
*nd' fupremacy mufi iieccflArily lodge fomewhere ; and whcic could it be plai ed 
nroi^eriy fs in the hands of the Crown^ fubjeft to the check and controul cif 
liament^ This was the charaftcriftic of the fyftem laid down in the' Bill that 
. ' jliad been wad that day? and till a better fyftem, a fyrtem more wifely planned, 
^ * and more likely to be effiiykpious, was fugge^ed, he llionld confider it his duty 
•to give it every poiTible fupport. He added, that as he knew Che emergency w.is 
'.yrelling, and that ibme fyftem muft be carried inti/ execution with as much 
;4jipatch as v/a$ praflicable, he held himfelf bound tO vote fof rh6 motion. With 
' legard to the charge of the prefeot Bill’s violat'ing the Chartered Rights of the 
Company, it could not avoid it, and h did not fet the precedent of fuch a prac» 
dice. It the Houfe would advert to the Bill brought in lift Seflion by a learned 
'' Gentleman, and fupporced by the then Adniinift ration, they would find the 
Ciiarcered Rights of the Company were as much invaded by that Billy as they 


? by tlic jitefent. 

Captain J-uttrcil faid, if he feh difpofed to follow the Hononfable Member 
' who Ipolce firft, throughout his arguments, he Ihould not think himfclf warrante<^ 
'^yih do fo, bccaufe he did not underftand there was any queftion before the Houfe, 
ifc^Qing the merits of the Bill; but merely, whether they Ihould be confidered 
^ on Thurfday next, or poftponed to a future day, for the purpofes of obtaining a full 
"attendance by a Call of the Houfe, and of giving Gentlemen longer time, fully 
smd delihefately tef confider the principle of the Bill, before they gave theif aftert 
Xoit* He was, in truth, more lurprixed at this attempt, to procraftinate the bufi- 
, nefs, than at feeing a Right Honourable Member hailily rife, to check the progrefs 
qf it in the onfet, by reprobating the (yftera, becaufe he had obferved it to be very 
unlike that which the inre Adminiftration had In embryo laft; year; but he hoped 
weold lay dormant for ever, unlefs the plan was a better digefted one than what 
that Minifter brought forward, to regulaie :he commercial intercourfe between this 
'^Runtry and America; and which, though . in obje£t little inferior to the prefent in 
'^portance, he. prefled it into a Coramittc-r, when, there was not even a Houfe! 
"for "he peVfeitly well remembered, (obferving to a Right Honourable Member^ 
who pleaded for poflponlrg the bufmefs, owing tathc thinnefs of attendance) that 
his point raiglit ^ fecured by counting of r imbers, and although the then Mi* 
JBifter of the Houfe forced that Bill through every ftage he was able ro travel it,’ 
with tlie attendance of lefs than one hundred Members ; yet upon the prefent oeca- 
fion, at the very moment that the Houfe and gallery were crouded with Members, 
Rqd almoft every man giving a .voluntary attendance to his duty; that could be 
Wought to it by any compulmry means whatfoever, that Right Honourable Meiii- 
Ibst urged p necjiTny foi- the Call of the Houfe preceding a fecotid reading of the 
Bril* He really had hopes, that u|^n no* conflderation the Right Honourable 
Mfttdher would l.ave waved theobjeRion, feeing it a feeble, if not an indecent one, 
tj> take, upon the ground of giving more time to.couflder the principle of tlic Bill, 
jfife would certahviy determine with the Honourable Member who propofed it, if 
. iecoad was the only ibgi» in vhioh that jobje^tiem could be«takcn. 
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•r evfn he had hopei, that by ftudying the letter 6f fire Bill feap^KUSp 

for three months, he could fonn a competent judgment, to tenture ,tHfc «cUver]|^ 

Of his opinion on a fubjedt of fuch intricacy, and ret^uiring 

which by no better means of attaining,' he Aould defpalf t6 rtwX fitrfllfcf . oC> 
He knew the Right Honourable Member who moreef the Cdjil of tte 
l^ifcircd a vaft fund of Information on that and tidy other wUtlcAl Athjedli thifc 
he was quick in his contprehehfion, andeloqneht tn hi$ delivery ; hd caik^ eutr^ 
by the tiudy of a dayj the judgment that moft no^ would acquire by the 
of a year; therefore, if the time of the fecond reading was neceflarily the 
chili ve period to the argument on Its princiyie^ fhac tht^ Right Honourable Meiahe^ 
would be fully poiTefled of materials for it in lefs than half a week. H,. wai Cis 
his arguments, and to fuch infights incbthe bufinefs as they might gather at tj|^ '' 
fecond reading Of the Billj and its prewrefs through the Commit^* from ' 

culiar abilities of the Right Honoutame Mover, that thofe equally dull ana , 
informed with hlmfclf; might hope to form a tolerable jnd^eat, ' 
principle of it,' as well as Its component parts, ought to be atEeinted tm, TKtRigl^ 
Honourabir Member ihould recolleft how peremptory* he called Upon' Minifters^^noi: 
Only to bring a propofit.on forward, but to xatry into im/ncdlate execution fbmo' 
plan for tlie better government of India : The necelhty of fuch amtafure was 
by every man who would look to the fuijxinnon of law and power in that coubitryw'' 
and to the want of authority in thofe 'who have nominally the dire^ion of 
this. To Improve the police and revenue of Indian in a manner beft fuited to tKb 
honour of Britain; muft furely be every man's dehtjc. Why, then, did they di^V 
in the mode of attaining that delirable ehdf Ko; where Was the alternative 2^' 
You mud either let anarchy and cunfufion, diftnift dfod diftrefs, continue, . or ‘ 
adopt fomc plan of experiment. Thofe who objeft to this Bill, bring no other &r % 
^heir choice i Prrfeftion is not to be expefted in any experimental law. it maj ‘ 
require the work of ages to make this perfect; but«ic has the advantage of colhunc 
recommended by one of The molt able and A&iwt Minifters thdt ever At on 
Treafury Bench. He was a Proprietor of India Stock# not coming withui^fh^ij^-;''' 
the defeViptions pbinted-to by the Right Honourable Secretary of'Stiiei 
opening that buhnvfs, he became a purchafCr, not bq(;aufe hf thought.it 
advantageous Fund to veil; his money in,' but to have the meanp of attainilkg fpftM 
knowledge of Eali-India Commerce at the General Courts, 'and to give h'if 
favour of thofe whom he thought moil equal to .the dire^ion of Jt. Hq htfd a<^' 
he believed, a hat acquaintance with any man of powef in India,* 9or With . mof«> ' 
than three of the Dircdlors at home; He looked for no*favouri ftoln' th^ 
either country; but he had nniformly given his vote at the India-hoolc yji Wppoct * 
of Mr. Hailings, hecaufe from all he had read; and all he had heard re^ej]fingxlul; 
Gentleman, he believed him to be lefs rapacious, * and to bare cleaner Hib^ chtlh 
any other man, who; in modern times, has poBeded equal poweV and (qkpd'nnrtifcioi ' 
to enrich himfelf. That his goverAment appeared arbitra^ in tliC,eyds of ' 

tnen, he did not wonder at; but before he condemned It, he mail know that i;hd 
tempers and conilitution of the people there doea not fo far- difTef frpin tho)^ ft ^ 
Europeans, as renders feverity excufabic, if not commendable, when exerciied on%'"; 
for the purpofe of preierving command j fbp among the niany rei^dlab/e chara^oi # / 
he had feen return from India to this country/ he ft^arce rqnem^red one that;4p... 
Hot ferm to him to have much to unleurli to <mt his carriage 
'Which Is the glory of Britiih fubjeAs. Bat if what xn honourable an^w^dl^^'*' 
formed Governor had fo emphatically urged was really true, that dll the' ' 

menc complained of at home, and the ten-fold calamities which^ 
dre Aill felt abroad, rcsilly proceeds .from Miniilers having put Dine-t ■' 

tion, (for AnIAer purpofes) men Unequal to tho |a(k| no betti'r argqiAieAt nee^^ 
tfed, for altering the fyAem of that goveinmnnt. <<He"di3^ not 
adopt the prefent, or any paitlcjular plan; 

letter than to leave the £aA In^ia'Affiiirs in tKiSfpl^ient A^e. , If any olher ' 

for the better cundufl in g the ||oyemment and ^commerce ^ India/ . 
fofed, he could fav with truth# that he 'w%ldnudl^hircle^ion'iaAamQfhf'WTO^^S 
Over plan he Ihoufd judge promifed beA m the hosuftov of this country, 
to rhe profperity of that, without dth^' privat^'IrS^hlp or- 
.frjpcrcjr to stcigh a feather in the Be^ 

D 
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he vrould vote, for the Bill'!* being read a fecond linv on Thorj 
ait^cularly as the Call of the Huulc inuft precede tin* Kej'f)'t, when 

1 III... _ ,11 . 


orfday 

, . ^ , . n ht lljDuld 

C^O&lider himielf at libiTty, as every other Gnulenun would he, lo o’njecl to tine, 
Bai in toto, if they difapprovcd its prlntiple or iis claufe!*. 

.Mr. T OHN Anst'ruther (Member o I a Dllitiift ol Hi'nmrjh:*) ior tlnic immemo- 
'rrit under the influence of the family of that name in 1-iit) tietlaie«l, tli.n v. hen he 
fVRcfted that the ARA.ifs of the Company w<. rc in a llaie of aiKirch y aliKiad, and i on- 
/ufion,.if rtoi bankruptcyat home, he was ofopinion ihcic was no Inngci liine for delay. 
The |rrohi.ds upon which Gentlemen Yruuld foini their opinioiv, v. ith rr|;;.ird to chc 
3111 which was hefoire them, would be tin. matters of f.if't \vhii.!i tin* .md 

S'ccrct Committees had laid before th(in« and the leafcmings or ; aJi^iin r,i ot the 
Houfe upon’ thofc tafls. Their determinations would llow litlnr from .i limplc 
of or be founded on rcafonings or argunurnts i/ yi; .n. In v hit lu\ci 

ofvhtfe ways they iKould form their opinions, theri i .luld noi be any pielOAi foe 
procrafiid^tion. TheradKaf dcfttlb in the prefent fvilem »<fInd..i.Vil.iM-..vir- 
already pointed out by the (^ITnmiilCv;*. Thefe dofe(‘ti htmj^ undein.-.od, ami dl 
thy fsAs they expciltcd being hefnie them, there could b--‘ no good riMpi.i lor dn- 
the conndeciition of bufincjs lo prclfing, for a mi»in''ni ; ilj'eiiallv \\hi.n tin y 
. im^dered, the Bill, alter its Ipjiit .ttul teiidcncy had been i.in\.ilKd in iliet'o!i'* 
mittee, might, if diiliUed in the whole, be oppofrd on the iliiid r. '1 s 

iwas the fubllancc of Ml. Anilrulhci's firil f]-ccth m md Ji \\a-. In .i. 1 

'^ith great jileafure. 

Lord Apslev, aJfo a young fpeaker, in n.'ply to M*-. ^nlliuihrr «Mifei',.d, tbit 
although much matter had bten l.iid before the Moufe by Lr.e Coinniliiu- ., .n .j il, .* 
they had alfo pointed out thci.ulital defedt* in the fylbm v.pim whn h ihi.i m 
vliikd governed India, yet no fpctiHc propoliiion had been lubiniltcd biti;iv' Tutfd.iv 
lafl, whereby thofe deletes might be remedied. JJui he oblVrved, that tlu’V ought 
to alldwcd time to difcul's amatter of fo much im}*<n;ancc ; to weigh its ion* 
Ifeciuencds matuiely, and to ^ a )$ tic are, before they trulled the MinlRer w ilh fo rnurh 
>'4l)ojyer,' tK^t it wa.s not an engine capable of undermining the Conllitution. Thcf 
avowed objcA of, thd bufi'nefs slras to fupport the tottering credit .of the Eaft Indii 
■Com^hy^ to pfeferyc our Territorial' Actjui/iiions in Indin, ^and to give hapj'incfs 
and fecurity to the natives* of that quarter of the globe. To proceed with inde^ 
42cnt 'haile, in a bulincTs fo momentous, his Lordlhip faid, would i.iihcr refembl*; 
''ttie.'raiiacity of plunderers, than the Ready pace of well meaning Inend.. 

Commodore Johnstone did not objccl to the fccond reading of the Bill o;l 
Thurfday rteM, upon the ground that there was any event of information which i 
few w’eks longer^dclay mighr be expefted to fupply, but betaufe all the Members, 
V were not in towrf,' whom he wilhcd to be prefent ; yet he fr.inkly coniVUed, that no 
riTne was to be l'>R,^kdd that flic detcrminaiions of Parliament, with regard r^* 
liidia, (jhould be ready fent with the Ihips that were to fail in February j for 
a delay of ii*x' weeks longer be occarioned, that dclav would make the odd? 
f ^fihrer ,or four nibnths' in the arrival of the ihips in India. He wondered that 
' Mif. IiUttiftll fliould exprdfs an approbation ol the new regulations tor IndM, and yet 
admire (he cKariidey and condu£t of G'over''or HaRmgs ; fmee ibi* ftels were all 
^If^edupon Goyemor HaRings that had’ made A ihangc in the lylUni of Ind-x 
/ASairs'ti^eeirary.y He expatiated on the yioi,-ncc and i.^julliie of iiumneddlmg lu 
■the Aifairs of the Company, WMlhoul trying them, and j rcvmg any delinquency 
againA them. Ht illuftrated all this, by comparing their liturnion to that of aw 
tipprclfed mdiyiduaj. It ha^ been faid, and .-ged as a reafon foi com mu ling the 
, C^f^any's Atfairs^* that they were in .a condition of bantrupu y. The Commodore- 
' that tlwjr affairs were in a very good train, if GofrrnmcntW'onJdonly 

■ :)«^'tlieia'»ron£.‘ He faid, (^during the preffing exigencies of the Mhaiatt’.r 
pcwdl'oor Haftiiigs h^d on Government, and Lord North had aciepi((i 

!h« bills, and given him leave tdj draw mwre upon the Treafury, which were not 
’ '#?c<yte<h] ^,Cfl(pmodore JofenRortfe' ebntended,' that Government wnc bound to p.iy 
Iftte E*ift India Cbmpaity tb the amount of (iToojOcol. aodihat it \\a', e\- 
-<eimi|;ly'unir.A and hard, that the Company Ihould be charged with .a bankrupie\,, 

. tDrliich the failure of Government in tfieir.promifc had ocL.itioned. He mciinoned 
iffairs had been beurr managed In Indian than in America; that undoubtedly 
^finitely more money and lives h«d bfea wafted on aVtneilcw, which wa had h.il* 
^ than 
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jlTian on rlic K.ifi Tiullr'-, which we hac! retained j yet alt oT rtfoiWf .J|t 

ju i'iiity \\a.> ioiindt il in the |irctciui< d inil'conduft 9t Governor H^itings. Mattcra 
/.t iiu period h.ul Ixcn in a more ourifhing htuation in Iiulia, iince CTejr we 
<jiiy totiUii'T iIkmc, than uy were at prefent. 7 he revenue Was greater it 

h-ul b«*eiu and more raiijifully tollc^ted. Ic was true, there had been an in** - 

in re inictaiui-s, .ind fume millions had been expended in India, which we 

i \|nvti*d ihoold lotnc home— but the war made this nccenary— a very terrible war^ 
c.irru-d on by t)ie French^ the Mahratta», and Hyder Ally—* war, he would main* . 
ri.n, as cliiln alt, a', threatening; in its 6 rft appearances, althongh more profperoua^' 
in Its iilnc, bcLavie (ondu^'.eil .with gre^t vigour and wlfdoin, than the war ' 

.Amerna. Ainuil't much mirceUancpus matter, paany ihrewd obfervattons, ' 
ilioi'T c.pudio he gri-.it puini contended for by the Commodore was^ that ^ 
'li'iaic, bcfoii- ihouid advance tQ any fcnous.diilufliQn of the hegir;' 

I he Kail Iinls i Company by Counlel at their Bar. Laft year th^j-n^ excellent- 
C'ounii In- 1.1 (!, of whitii (.alluding to Mr. Eflkine’sprohi^otion') they were nowiilT.'J' 
ji!v<.d. H.‘ 1 <1, lu- ii.'d (.atifed a queilionXo be pul to cheChairman ef'thc Coyri ^ 
!')•:< In I 11 Court, whether hie hj^d ever heard of the fyliem of the Ml^det' 

01 ni.r ' Wh. . hiii anlwer was, he doubted not that Honourable Baronet Would'ldlV 
i inn the H( ol< . In liu* enurfe of hi:> fjx-eclK the .Governor attacked Mr. Anftruthei^ 

♦ I'l h.ivino fiooL i,' the friend of fiich a fyllcrp as th.il propofed, after having madi^ . 

' ) many lj.< « . lu > at the India Hnuky in fuppprting My. Haflings j he allb arraigned 
Mu- Schvl I’laniniiiie as full or pirty-fpirjt pnd failmn. 

Sir Hiinkv Ft, I -fc MfR rolV and f.ii(|, jt w.is true the Hpnourahle Commodore 
had -in fed (e.eh a tpv-llioii a*, he had mentipned^ tp be put to him in f^ll Courj^ 
'I'liai he ihoi jMn it an exin'imly odd queilion, arrd feltj that if any infqrmal;,iQir 
of the fylWm had been C(«iiinuni<..ited 10 biip olhcially, it cprtxinly would have 
been ]iis duly to h ive Hated ir U) the Court ; if it had been coniidenoaUy commu- 
iMcated by any of his Ma jelly's M milters, he Ihould lu.ve been bound jo have kept 
.the tii.ittcr to hiinh If : I'hat in fact, neither was the cafe. After this, Sir |lenry pr^ 
'.cedi d to Hate, that fonieihing mull be immediately done to relieve the diftreis o£ 
the Company , on attount of which he was c.xtrcmely foc*y to h^vc given Minifterp . 
fo much riinmlc. The Coinp.iny^ dillrefs at home, he faidi was well known | * 
but their l.u.aiKm abniad remkred the adoption of fomc fyftcm of reform abfoluteljr ' 
-mveirary, and th.ii v.ithoui delay. All their Pi-cfiJc Ucics w'erc in a Hate of dilTenr 
lion. A paper war was eaiiying on hetwet-n the Government of Bengal and thac 
of Bombay, each charging ihc oiher with having caufed the 
Throwing b.u k the ( barge from one to the other with great vehcij^cnce. The Byqj* 
Filer-cy of Madr.a'» alfo v.as in a Hate of hoHih’ty with the Govei^nmcnl of BengaL 
the- H'rnu'i liav mg attempted to rcniuve the Governor and Council of Madras, ana- 
tiu- q-uelVi'Ui being krH mcicly by a majority of one. If, therefore, anyxnie of th^: , - 
Supreme Cmincil of Bengal Hiould happen to drop, Madras would lofe its Govcriij^, 
and* Council. Another reafon why ic vras ucceirary that the prefent Biljy if jfC 
palli d at al!, ihould paft as early as poffible, Sir Henry Hated to bV .tfii^: .Tfc© 
Hups to India fail in February, .and after the Bill was pafled, it would take 
CouiKil of AdminiHratioii, the principal feven Cornmiflioncrs, Ib^ie .^ecks. Ca 
pr^pife ind ructions to be fent over to the Governor-General in Iu.dia. 

General SMirir, after making fomc obfcrvaiions . on the ^rojwjety of hav*,- 
jng the iisipoitant governmeni of India fpeedily fettled, filtered at fome ' 
length inti/ the caufis of riic Malimtia war: He faid, tne^ Councils of Bien*" 
gal and Bombay had muiiMlly blamed each othop; and a was diHicult to detor* 
mine to whom the blame ought to 'be imputed. g*ve a detail of orders and 
difpatchcb ihai had occafiouaUy .pajTed between Prpvincfs and Madras i 'anjl 
feernrd to fi-x I he misfortunes that bad followed, from the svar, on the Council aft '! ' 
Bengal. He exp<itiatt'd at fome length on cne c.xorbitant drafts which were , 
inadr- im the Company ; and pointed out that circumHancc as one rcalon for, re* 
mov’iig rhoii prefently in power. With regard to the imjtion for delayingothe ■ 
‘llio-'.il icacl'M j of Secretary Fox’s Bill, he dehred Genrlcmcn on the other ftidc of ^ 
,ln - Kitiifi-, t< ii (.oiled the powerful^nd undcnhible rea/ons which the Honodyabte ' 
CiiA.iiiuii of the h.ait India Coippany lud ottered; he laid he liad been anci«^'i' .. 

V i patedi 
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Mted by hi? hoiyiurablc friend, for iliefe were the very a)rg«ments he mc^nt to ufe y 
out he was not fo'rry to be fo deprived of them- 

Mr. York E exclaimed againiV the injuiMce and inconfilh’ncy of Minillors, in 
attempting to deprive the Hoafe of deliberating maturely in the gr. at lyllcm beloic 
them, in faid, the baiinefs was fhipurtant, and if the Hnufe were to refufe it a 
evndid and attentive hearing, they might afterwards find reafon to rc])eiu of their 
Jnconlideratcncfs. 

.Mr. JtNKiNsoN unigined, that the p^Int which wanted mofl to be determined 
vas. Whether the BiU ought to be read a (econd lime Thutffi.’y, or put off 
till the Houje had 'httn calhd ovtr. He could fee but little ditricuhy in determining 
that point i for if the ob^eft before them was interefting, it (crtainly was the duly 
everyone pre Tent to prolong the time, before its inveHigation, tfWhe lateft ]»r- 
fiied. He faid fevcral things refpefting the very dangerous tendency of the Bill, 
And expofed the boldnefs of the men who could venture lo propofc a^neafuie that 
ti^atened fuch ruinous conlequcnces to Briiilh liberty. But his chief force was 
idtfed^ed againft the influence which Minifters were likely to derive from the event 
fuch a terrible fyllem. Hu faid, it w'ould pot only give them an unhoundi d 
'|)ower over the intcrefls and poflefliont of the Eafl, but render their ports fo formid- 
able, as to endanger the rights of every free Engfilhman. 

■' Mr. Scott gave the Houfc the firtt fpecimen of hi's talents, and wc hope wilj 
continue to favour his country with a voice that feems fo well qnals/lcd to prn- 
tnote its good. He faid, as he had not had it In his' power tb give tbai palicni 
conflderatioii to the prefenr buflnefs, which Its importance demanded, he llionld 
he obliged to conflne himfclf to a narrow view of the fubjeft. Cencleinm who 
j'eflded at a dirtance, and who were not nearly concerned in the fate' of .my en- 
Iquir^ were but ill qualified to give a juA and decided opinion ; for it was a very 
flcceflary thing to confider before one could conclude, and to deliberate maturely 
^fore one could decide. This procefs he had rot obferved ; he was, nevcnhelefsj. 
‘clear to fay, that the Bill Teemed to him rather of a dangerous tendency ; but be 
hvould not declare againrt it t He would rather wait till he had got more light 
thrown upon th*e fubjed ; and as he was attached to no particular party, he would 
Ihen vote as jjjftice feemed to direft. 1 he two principal things which, In his 
opinion, the Houle ought particularly to, enquire, were, ** Whether the Bill is 
‘ indeed neceflary, and whether it was calculated to anfwcr all the ends pro|M)led 
by it.” With regard to the firft, it was the general opinion of both parties 

, that fome npw fyftem was ncccffary ; and he thought it incumbent on the wif- 

dom of the great Senate of the Nation, to give effeft to the one now held forth tq 
them, or to reject it, and propnfe another, as the intereft of the nation (huiild appear 
fO be cncrcafed or diminilhed by it. Rcfpcftinc chc fccond head, he could not lay 
'Any thing deciflvt. The rcfearches of the Houle could afeeruin ihat, and nothing 
t fife; and for fcis part, he was d<»tcrmined to add his endeavours, and to join iflue 
’an that caufe, which Ihould promlfe the moft hapninefs and prof|>erity to the nation. 
.Jnitbe multitude of Cotmftlhr if he faid, there ismiifd'im\ from that principle, he hoped 
gentlemen would be difpofed to'join unanirnoufly in deviling the mcan^ of rclioring 
the power and riches of the State. ^ 

* paid fome very handfomc compliments to the Gentleman who had juft 

:eo, and exprefled a high opinion of his abilities and integrity, Though he had 

^ Abt had the pleafure of hearing him fpeak before in that Huufe, yet he was nqt a 
'^llratigerto his eloquence, and did not doiibt of hearing it employed at all times on 
^ fide He could not, however, "-rbear taking notice of a thing that 

^ had fallen from the Honourable Genileman‘s roduth.- He had obftrved, that hc- 
' f6re one could deei^, it was ncceflary to deliberate i but bow had he afled in the 
fnftant bu(inefs ? Not, fure, confiftenrfy with the maxim he had laid down; for 
^ without any opportunity of deliberating, he had ventured to give his docilion, and 
^ itc thought with a good deal of pofirlveneft. 

Jhe Honourable Secretary obferved, that he could foretell what was to come 
an Honoiirable Gentleman on the oppolite fide of the Houle (Mr. Jenkinfon) 
j^fore^ it can'ie to his turn to fpeak. He well knew, that the Crown in- 
■^bnee,' which was a favourite topic with the Honourable Gentleman who firft 
fofed the motion, w’ould be taken up fay him. He could not blame him for 
klpg ttp his friend's caufe. although he thought that it would not have been done 

' ? aa - • • ■ . ‘ • Ml 
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In the manner he dl<l. To fee each Gentleman afting hy inftruftlons^ an^ fpeikmc 
ifliM his friend had broached, was rather to view them in an inArior light. H« 
really thought that they wore both able enough, at lead they ought to be aUit 
enough, to think, and ipeak for themf^lves. With regard Co chat Crownt Fowe^p 
or rather Mlmllcnal Voivtr, for fo fome had abfurdly called itp hjs faw 00 di^cttlty 
In anfwering all the objections that had been Parted to his Bill OR that Recount^ 
for It never was intended that the Crown inHuenee Ihould be cncreaied by the plan 
f'ropofcd,at Icalliii a very I'inall degree only. The appointment of the CommUnoners ia ^ 
in the hands tff Parliament ; and he hoped Parliament urouU at 'all times keq> 
a watchful eye to the proceedings of Adminiftrati<^. When hU principles Ie4 
him to oppufe Miniftry, he always viewed the meafuKS of Adminiftration with A 
jealous attention ; and it was his wilk, and it Ihould always be his wilh# to baif^L. . 
Ills anions ferutinized by Parliament; it was their undoublted right to do fo, andl 
he hoped it was a right they never would lofe fight of. He could not, he iaid^ * 
difmifs the topic^ without cqinbatinE a little| the witty, but at the fame time in<* 
vidi<>us,diAInAion that had been made b^W|;en Mitij^enal Powery and Crown Power, t 
P'or his part, he could difeover no ground for the diftinftion ; he had always co%- 
fidrred, that whatever conferred power on tKe Minifiry, conferred at the fam# 
time an equal (hare of power on the Crown, and vice verfa. ‘ There wen, per* 
haps, fome little circumftances in which the{r interelh might not altogether' clafht 
but thefe were few indeed, and of no moment. The Secretary now attacked th^ 
I’efercnees which Mf. Grenville had made to the Protells of fome noble Lordt, 
amongd which w^s the,rcfpeAablc one of the Marauis of Rockingham, and fome 
others now high in fiation. He faid, the Houfc of Commons was not to be guided 
by the decifions of any Coprt whatever, in matters which properly belonged to 
ttfelf; and however weighty in the bufinefs before the Houfe the Honourable 
Gentleman might fuppole thofc proteds, he could alTure him, that they appeared 
not of fucli force tq him* Thofc noble Lords were, perhaps, rightin. giving their 
proteft ; but had the Gentleman conlidered whether their motives were not diffe^itC 
from any motives that might be fuppofed to influence the oppofers of the Bill 
coiifideratiun. Gentlemen had been pleafcd to Calk of the means he. bad jpHrm;(e4 
for redrelTing the grievances, and refioring the reputation of f he Company 
as a palliative meajure only, a half digejlei and one by no means, equal to Clm 
objed it propofed to itfclf. The date of anairs in India a^ that m'omentr. he 
was fach, shat even a palliative remedy was defirable ; BOt it was ooc His inten-^ 
tion to red refs the grievances of India by palliatives only; he wilhedto fee fome* 
thing done that might penetrate Co the root of che^difeafei a^id he - made no doubt 
but Gentlemen would find the remedy that had been propofed^. equal Co the end lit 
had in view. The feveral clauies had been read ; and when they were undefftogdi 
(for at prefent they feemed to be grofsly mifreprefented), he flattered himfelf tho 
language of cht Houfc would be different. As to the propofition for deferring the^ 
confideratlon of the Bill till the Houfe had been called over, he apuld fee no good* 
end to be gained’ by tiiat. Submitted it muft he to, the cc^deration of tbqotber 
Houfe ; and as they did not know what time thqir Lordlhip> might chufe ’m eptMn 
it (as they would ceruinly dctain.it as long as was cqnfilient with the digmtypf 
the Houfc they fat in); as that was the. cafe, he thought that no time ought to 
be lofl. Gentlemen that wifhed to be pitpaied, had time enough to be fo 
Thurfday ; and he could look upon the defire of a longer delay, as nochii^ 
fubcerfuge to defeat the purpofes of the Bill. It was, indeed, in that ligbcj hn 
viewed the conduA of the Honourable Gentleman who moved the HouCft for 
f>f the Members. ' He wlihed to have the Houfe called much, becaufe.h^, knoiq . 
they would not come. Ifad Mp. Fox propofed the day which thp Honovrable 
Gentleman proppfed, hq was fure he would have mentioned fome pofterior one. 
The very bufinefs before them, he faid, had been hinted at, and not obfcurely^ 
Ibme time towards the conclufion of lafe' Sdfion; and bafides, \$ was both men*' 
tioned in his Majefiy*s Speech which clofed that Sclfion, andr that with which he 
opened the prefent Sefiion ; So that there was no juft groui^ for pleading wfnt of 
Information of the affairs before them. He concluded with* (ayin^ that he did . 
not defpair of feeing a happy iffue of chat political fyffem which ud (tqBIt rvp|>q!fe4 
have its rife in dclpotifm, and its foundation in corruptioib ' • * 
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Mt. W. PfT.T replied In an ironical mannrr, to mofilv all tin partimiais of 
"Mr. Fox's fj'ceih. There were, he fani, many \veir;hiy i.-alMn', tlvt hirn 

no rcjcdl jind detoft ihc Bill. The acceiiion ol jiowrr uliiuh it wnul 1 njoit etiiaiijly 
'bring to the Aliniftry of this day, wa'> i.-)t the Icali t unlid-jal)! ■ orthok*. lie 
«lreMcdl the idea of feeing Minifters aimed th an indiionce whuh cov.M not tail 
of rendeiing them dangerous to the State .md he divaded the rfle«fl*. f«f that in- 
Buunce the more, that its operations were p< likely to end with the dlllolution of 
^•the Miniltry that potTefted it. Their prlvi rs would he fo extenlivc, a-> to i^aln 
them a party that no power could refill, v.-hcrh#-r the; .verc in poMt or net (>f 
^Krw'cr. The Right Honowrahlc Secretary i*! To tonUio of rhe injull an( 

’ I'ulficiency of his plea, that no fooner lias he aflinred th. he pown of the Ciowu 
and of'Chc Miniftry aie one, than he nnmediatelv add' » /■'''•.» .v;.-, />. »- 

h ifiy the_f may dialer. \Vc hope they do dift'er very ina Whunvir a Mi- 

’niitef trcl]'afles the bounds of luoderatioii, or of julllte, IlialJ always 

■fcc able to dill ingullh the Minlller from the Sovereign. 'Ihc rahlc Cltiulc- 


'man has been at pains to am nipt rctonciling imtrells whiiliarc be- 

"lieved to be dilferent. It mull be confVlled, ihai 1 *'■ uIliU at re- 

'■ronciling inconfiftencics. The VIonnnr.abu“€»cnLicmbii laiil., that li v. as his fincerc 
that a Bill, fo big with rum to the nation, might be chocked m ns piogref*. ; 
■#fi! pled'p'd him/Hf ter .thr Hook, that ho avould willingly lake ilu* firld wnh his 
%nt.lgonill, and difpute every arliele ih-st Iceineil to iniliiate agaiuft the freecloiri 
•iatid kliciiy of hi'i countrynK-n. He h. id been at pains, he faid, to trv if he loiilj 
but divine liic rc.ifonj, or even the motiies that led to fo new, To inlolenr, .and !'> 
'f'rceipitaie an iiCtack, o.i the rlc.hlj; .nud libenlei, nf nninkind. But he could dil- 
cowc no rtalbns, e'ccept one, tliai l>v intiod the Bill at fo ilv n oi 

the Sejf-rjn, and Inurylng it throngli the Houii .n^ 

' he migiit obiain rhe nolde Lud of fcltliug tlie ATii.ifleii. in ui r.niud> d and abfolute 
poMier. He h.id talked much of the otfeifay of refoimatlon i the l<u%s of Indin^ 
but reformat ion did not feem to be his plan. Ho did not (hew .1 flil'|*<»fition to cure 
thc difoafe by corrcclivor. ; ho rmift at one**, by one bold e.\peritMenr, rxte iiinnate 
f hi* very foods of the di forder. The right, he added, by which our grac lous Sovcri-igi;! 
holdsfho fiopire, is not more indifputably (onfinned, ih.ui tli.ai by which the lC.-ift 
India Company hold iliofc deeds, .and thofe 7'eiritorial .’ind Commercial cmolu- 
■nicni6, which the h.ind of Oppr»flionis now about to wreft from them. 

Mr. Ku’ikinf m,idc a v« ry ingenious and pointed : He faid, fucli larv- 
goagfl leemed as if the Hunoumblc G«:Ptlem.in meant to perplex, rather than to 
ynlighren,' and to declaim, rather lluri to dcllbeiate. Th.it he did not nicaniogF> 
into the merits of the Bill then, b<cjul'e, though not .much ,u«pi.;inu*d with the 
:k>rin& of the Houfc, lie took the fecond roAding lu be lh«* pn^poi and Indeed the 
carlicft time for dch.rting ^ho principle of any Bill. He would confine himfelf to 
t!ie ^ueftion then before the lloufe, and h;: could not but declare, that it appeared 
verj' extraordinary to him, how thofe Members who were yet to come to tevn, 
'wcre.to ftudy the Bill in the few days that mufl intcn'cne after their arrival, better 
than thofe now i-i t'-.wn could do, in the vi.-k that would p»fs before the Bill was 
read a fecond ti'n.-’. So far from ihirc not I -mg Members enough in town to uni- 
iider the bufinrK properly, heihuUsed, he h>tti wilhod to fj'C.ik to the qoeftion of 
time lift TueiUay, and w.is only prevented truin the utter impofhbility he found to 
procure a' feat. He rcinlndcd rhi* Houfc, tliat when fitting on the hotiour, cHb- 
jafldr, and fortuiie of an Erigliftiman laft ye,'»r, while be was pleading at theic 
Bar, the Houft* was counted over. Were nor ’hi* Chartered Rights of a Company 
more valwahlc and more dear, than the pcrfonal coufiderations of an individual # 
Ifc itmarkcd, that an Honourable Gentleman had done him the honour to laincnc 
*is Idfs to the Company as their flcadcr; he knew not that he delervcd that 
dhonoiiV; but he SrfTur^d i he Honourable Gentleman, the Company fliould find him 
their C'ounfel and their friend, for he confidcred the prefent Bill as holding out the 


"itelping; not the avenging hand of Government. 

.Mf. Abden rofe to lupport the oppoiition to the Motion; which he ilul with 
r^at abilirytnd great humour.- He faid, there was a lime, when, if fuch a pro- 
»^ion had beeii-made, the Hon. Gentleman would have been upon a ftage in the firms 
■ the next day. He riiicujed the feheme as the mott futile or frivolous that ever 


‘iwTC the name of a wcll-digeftcd fyfkm. What was it but fiiying, ** Leave the 
' “ whole 
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" v/liolf to mr and my ioAfn ami I’ll anfwei' for all’s doing wcfL” 

diLhiicd, h< u'i;aii{ul Lord North as a King> and the Right Honourable Cen* 
rl. iu.in an Istiii'cio-— r|^. I'lnj i lur of the Hart ! The fsven CominilTioners alfo 
nir;ht !»■ lo'.lul.'iid a. rtvci\ 1 an pel or.., ftven Jjofy Rovia>i EmperdtSf tributary a&4 
isilHjrdlnAto t'> The* l''nii-^nor ot the Hart ’ The advantage of the fituation in which 
th‘ Kudu H'onourabli; CitntUiiuii meant to place himfclf, was, he faid, ns 
*!in|>le r< coirM’'‘iK'* h'f a ten visits OpjK/lition. ‘ > 

iVlr. iii'PKL rqdu'd ; and \Mch great vehemence ridiculed and reprobated th»' ' 
conduct of Oppofition, ab rhe nvdi unjurt and unprecedented ever known or prac- 
rift d. rht'it arguments, he faid, were arguments of the heart and not of the hesvd'i^ 
and tln-roforc were incapable of an anfwcr. They knew their own bafcv minds^'^ 
and ihcriTorc iTiiputcd bafe ntotives cu others, when they could not arraign the ^ 
lylTcni iib if. Mr. Kuikc talked nf his labours^ in watching mid examining tlu: na^ 
turo ot the paiu-iu'b difcal'e, ub if he felt the ingratitude of thofe ^who did not' 
cunlidci their value. He faid^ he iiad fat by the bcdrtde of the patient for feverati 
yi .ir., and now he knew the patient's habit and conflltntion; and was perfeftljr 
Irciiuamt'^d With ilu* force and tendency of the difoi'drr, and w'hat was the lit 
O.-politioiv p(.‘if#i,:IIy ignor-mt of each, caow and e.sclaiincd againrt the violence 
tl'.i- medicine. ()ppuriuc>n laid, theie boiurtes are too' large; this purge is to» 
rtrong. th'Lsblirter too broad/ you are gmng to take away too much blood, and yon ' 
W'lll kill the patient. This wasy he faid, tlie exclamation of ignorance and folly**' 
He j! 1() i\iui*l)ate(l the fcurrllous InvfClivcs which they prematurely applied to , 
pl.in, iiiat \et they were perfcdtly and conCefledly unacquainted with. ^ 

Ml. \Vi i.uhRFoRCE ant\v(.red Mr. Burke ; and with fome humour and coiw" 
fui.’ra!)!'' .ibllitv, he compaKd the two commiinon;> to feveu phylicians and eight 
apothecaries, come to put the )i'.iti» ut to death, /trWaw ortem. After laughing 
with this idea, he became more Icrinus, and faid, he \vilhc%l that in the end, if the 
iwrcfcni Bill palled, we might not fee the Governmert of Great Britain rt*i up la 
India, inllead <d' iliat of India in Grdat Brilaiii, 

Mr. T. Pitt rofe to reply to Mr. Burke, who, in a part of his fpecrli, had 
charged Mr. Grenville and Mr, W. Pitt ^with havini; ibmiuod the trumpet of 
aiarm, and endeavoured to nlfe the slamour of the Public againil a fylkm, newv 
indeed, but nciibiT examiiKd nor khown. Mr. T. Plst dec lured, iV hf- happily" 
I'ofleUbd a ixrtiir.'in^ 'L-oiccj he would endeavour to make it he !ic<:rd againti a Bill of 
ib alarming a n.iturt-. in the rcinotcrt comm of the kingdyrn. 

. Mr. Samui: L Smith, junior, dated the tituaiion o-f the Company's* Aflairs^ 
fi\'m a p.i[)i*r full of figures ar.d .itcounts, with a view to ovcxihfuw Mr. Pox'.si''- 
rtatemeiit of Tuefday lart. . ’ ‘ 

Commodore Johnstone faid, he undcr^-ood it would be unfair to divide th#/ 
H(;ui'e, after what had fallen from an Honourable Gentleman below him ; and yec»' 
Ik* knew not how to ail, as he had given his word to fcveral India-^tock Ptopnetofs^ ’ 
that he would take the ienfe of tlic Houfr, in order to afeertain how theChaiimifii 
oii' tRe Haft-liidia Company, and the I)ire£tors, ihai^erc Members of that Houfc, ' 
would divide. If Sir Henry FJeuhtT meant to fupport'fuch a Bill as that im’^ 
piogrcfs he ought/ the Coinmodoic f.iid, to .rdign his trurt, and give up the 
Chair to d.nic Pire£tormorc zealous for the. Company’s ini e red. 

Sir Ht.-\KY FrETCtfEU rofe, and ublervcd,. that the queliion was not upon ihs- * 
nleiits of the Bill, but merely as to the day when it fjtould be read a fectuvi time;' 
that he Ihoisld certainly vote for the quertion; but he was not prepared to lay how 
ke ihould 31^*1 rcfprtting the Bill, There were in the breviate, read from the Chair 
that day, many things of which be had never before heard, iiid which he murt 
cunfider, before he formed a decided opinion rcfpe£ling them. This,^ however,' he 
knew, that the Company rtood greatly in need of rtriicf, and that immediately, i 
The Quertion w.is then put, that Mr. tWs EiU be read 4 fcvond'timft on Thurf* 
day next, which was CLartird without a dlviUoiw 
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Tuefdayj November 25, 1783; 

Sir Hewrv Fletchsr rofe, to move for leave to prefent a Petition from tli 4 
Cottreof Directors of theEdtd India Company, a Bill then pending in that 

Honourable Houfe^ for ** velting the Aftairs of the Eall India Company in the 
^ hands of certain Coinmtffioners^ for the Bcuctit of the Proprietors and the 
• Public.” Sir Aenry o^'ed the purport of the prayer of the Petition, and the 
fevcral dllegat 4 O 0 S on which the prayer was founded. The Petition itated, among 
other matters, that the prefisne Direftors were chofen for four years, under the 
authority of the Charter of the Company, fanAlHed by various Afts of Parlia* 
ment; that they were net confeious of hdving been guilty of any crime that me* 
riled their bemg not only deprived of their !eg<il rights, 'but violently impeached 
1 ^ ^haraSers 2 men who had faithfully and /ealoufly difeharged iheir duty in 
tiiiilt ftattoR, in which the voice of the Proprietors bad plated them. By the Bill 
th^Bi pending, they underdood they were to be divt-iied of their authority and 
and chat without the 'allegation even, much Icf-. rhe proof of any onc*fpc- 
cm of negle^i or wilful inattention to their dniy. This the Court of 

JKre^rs conddered as a treatment equally harih, unprecedented, and unju/l : 
They therefore prayed the Houfe to allow them to be heard by thernfelves, or their 
CoUTifcl, a^ainll the Bill. 

The Petition was ordered to be Krbught up, and having been read at the Tables 
9 ir Henry Fletcher moved^ ** That the Petition lie cm the Table, and rh.it the 
** Court of Direfldrs be heard by theniielvcsj or their Counfcl, againft the Bill, 
“ if they thought lit.” 

The Motion being put by the Shaker, Mr. Scefetary Fox rofe, and faid he meant 
to give the Motion no oppofttion 2 and as the Bill in quedion, would neccDarily cal! 
ibi* farther dtlcuSion, it was not his intention to take up a great deal of the time 
Cif Che ifloufe then ; but as much had bfeen fald upon the account of the date 
a^irs of the Bad India Company, given in that Honfe, and the account 
givea cliewhere, he thought it incumbent on him, to take the earlied opportunity 
of declaring, that if when he had deferibed the iituation of the Company fome 
days ago, any perfoa conceiving him to have afTertcd that the Company w'cre 
bankrupt for/cight millions, meaning thereby, that the Company owed eight mil* 
lioits more than they were worth in the world, or more than their edate could pay^ 
he had been moft egregioufly mifundei'dood indeed. 

Mr*>W. Pitt rofe immediately, and ffid he bad no deiign to bring on a debate 
upete the Bill at that momaht, bccaufe he knew it was an improper time for fuch a 
snacter to-be dblBtted 2 hot' he rofe to declare, that a very great number of Gen- 
tlpiQeo had underiUmd the Right Hotloorable Secretary to have adeited/ chat the 
lodia Company were bankrupts to Tuch a degree, as to dand indebted eight 
ixiSR^s over and abeve all they wm worth in the world. That adertion^ he bc^gedf 
thd UHatfe jto take notice, was now. lor the hrd p'me dilavowed. The Right 
Honoqnble Secretary; had laid truly, chat *he Rill mud undergo farther difcuflion. 
It mulb indeed.^ Tt was a Bill of 10 astfiordin^ry a nature, that the grounds of it 
muft he; fdUy dtlcuBed; and every fa^' Bated by the Right Hononrabte Gentleman 
rniift be aiid examined to the bottosn. The idea that the Company owed 

eight millions Wf admitted to be falfe and fal* 

laciohs. He had heard, ' foom undoubted authority, that the EaR India Company 
sKrtfedf nhd wevekiisaily t^ryriaire at the Bar, that the Right Honourable Genrlemaa' 
ha^j^de his, ftatement of their aHairs, to an enormous amount in* 

de^' and fuchiMjSiUoiwt as . w^e of the moft grofk and juilpable nature. As,- 
thetefore^.the 'SSrefs of the 'Company^ and the difordered ftate of their affairs, 
made up the nei^ty avowed .to be the only plea to juftlfy fuch a Bill as that de* 
pci^djiqg^lt behoved that Houle, in regard to its own dignity and hosiour, in re* 
gardv^otkq legal rights of the Proprietors, in regal'd |o the legal rights and public 
charjt^hsi^of the Court of Directors, and in regard to the jufticc due to the People 
to‘mveftigatc the grounds of the ncceflity, to inquire ininurely into the 
tr^tnof Idfehood .of the Teveral facts ftated to the Houfe as conliituting that nr- 
celEty, and tci- afeetUm to what eyteui the uecclficv exiilcd. I'hat tlicre was a 
.|j; '' nci'diity 
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ftcreflity for Parliament to Intorpofe, and by fome fort df falotary Ifgtitttldtk W ttSf 
iieve and I'upport the Kafl India Company, was on all hands admitted f that thetb 
was a uecemty for applying lb violent a meafure as the Bill theta dependi^* he Ter^ 
l^reacly doubted, and the Ball; India Company cdnfilbdtl^ denied, 'Jt 
they rkled on the real date of their affairs ; a ftatc far different from that tfpren;^ 
tlic Houle by the Right Honourable Secretary, and a ilate; tHe validity ahd tehfki^ 
of which, the Court of Direftors and the Company^ he undefftood/ 'pppflhti^chdt# 
they IhouIJ be able to make appear on the grounds ofniulnfwerahld'cvid^d. '^tt|^ 
regard to the Petition that had been juft read, he conceived the CiMirc of 
had, in that Petition, called for the attention of the Houfe tvo points, v;x, tliib 
the Bill doj coding went to affect a grofs vidUtiohof their legal rights | gnd'that S:., 
Iinplicd an iinpcaLhiiiL-nt of their charafters and their integrity, as JDireftors of'th^! 
lull Inciii Company ; the Petition complained jlilio, that the Klraimed 
both chefe ])oincs, fo injurious to the Court of Direflors^ without dny ‘^nh-fpecifilk 
charge of delinquency on their part, that called for lo fevere a phmlhmint^ 
been prcvioully allcdged or proved. Before men were pijoceedbd againft in & vli^, 
lent a manner, he faid, they ought to be proved to have nierit^ ^h venlplahM.':^ 
He williod it, therefore, to be undirfttiod,. whether it was Intended th g^e 
of Di recto rs a fair opportunity of defending th^iclYes^ and 
hient of the affairs of the Co . - , . 

Bill was farther proceeded in. 


j and difapprc^itig th* 

hient of the affairs of the Company that had Been given to that 

Government ought to fay in what planner they 


to a A, and whether every paper, and every account that could ekeidate th^ 1 
would be permitted to be dilcuffcdy examined, Kiid afeertained, pievious^^ ur^ 
any farther a Billj hiinifeftly tending to overturil the iega|. fights df the T 
and of the Public. .. 

Mr. For rofe a^aln,’ and faid,' undoubtedly eVery pailer «|id aeiafttnt*that (wtf ' 
throw any light upon the fubljdA, or give the Houle any neceffary infoffjiatloB^ ^ 
ought to be upon the Tallies and to he fully citamiiied. With regard (o what was tor^ 
bo the. mode of condudl, in refpefl to the Cbnct of Difeflo'ts Petition^ thsjt woihifii 
left with the Houfe, and Iw for them to deternffi^; as the clrewal^ntin IhotthLleff^ 
der neceffary. He was hot Inclined to follow the .Honourable Qentleitddoy 
and lead the Houfe, thin as it was, into d pr^hiature debate;. of, perhaips, 
laid, he might have ohfervbd,*that notwithlUnding the Honourdble Gettclod^’s tno*-. 
derate eapreHion now, and his reqomniendatton of fi^ 4i fitt tf.regtilump 

there was a time, and that i^t longpaft,' when he had thought a ftrewr meSfum 
nccelVary. There was i tithe when he called for vi^rotts eaertioiy andf wken fte^d 
ho palliatives^ no eixiolunkentf, no half-mcafores^wbuld do 1 Polfibly tbdfe who had 
now liftened td the Honourable Gentleman's Uncage, did not eap^ that the j^li^ 
ciciau who fo recently reprobated half-ttedfurei; would foi very foonKhave chaAged ' 
his note, and faid; the of witH Jo^fahikg Hki <a fort of nt* 

y»/ofio«, might Bfc wanciiig. * : v ' 

Mr.' Pi 1 1, ih reply, ihtdj thelt widi a dediiun hHf^^fnref dftd 

furcs of the extreme^ riMur. ft. was not peceffdrj fdr him then jw jfo into in* 
planation of what he had meant on the Btft day of tUe felUon, when he talked of'? 
palliatives ; but he wotild tentore to alTerty 'thattiie mdn wqiald nok be ' 

in applying a, remedy to a cafe of the gjrea^ unporcance, ftxoald pr^ a leslenC^^'; 
regulation; to a regulation lilte that propoled'tn tlk BUI of the Right jHonountbl#' > 
Gentleman; which was codfidcrett by molt men as a meafurd of ttnpiralelldd.Tkolenmrt''] 
and appre'ffion, ^ ‘ ■* '' 

Mr. Bdiica faidj that lenient regujatipn, and vielcticei«d t^prefioR, were umiWk 
'W ords; ftgnifying nothing, and thcftfibte ahibliite ddftlbhfb'. All general tefma olfv' 
dxprelSon depended fdf jthe. truth of their^l^lftctrioDt^h the nature of tKecaieth 
which they were ^Ued, and therefore the dtprefihmc^nighc often 

mean one and the fame thing ; that which iomh hieb termed VioleiiC'«ftd opprdl^ye^ 
might, frdm the peculiar circuniftancei of the eaft, be the laoft lenioMt i^ajaCvirm 
that ought to be adopted ; and in other cafes, differently cirtoftkftanc^, a hSeafiire 
apparently lenient, might provd extremely violent and ^reiHve ; fo mtich therdfbviif ' 
for this war of words. Mr. Burke then faid, that in ftating accounts, a ccIfiftiA . 
•rule of conduct muft ever be adhered to,. and' ^enevtr that rhle -was dlfimhd|p4> 
there would neceflatily be an oppofitionof ieptlment. He hoped the Right iMitpar* 
able Ocntkflian who f^okt laft, took caitfo tgansae bothfidi«of hoek heft^ 
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ftruck ff ba/inc^, and that he cafl* up the debtor as well as the creditor hde, prr<r 
yiouA W his venturing to harangue iu qiubltc upon ilu: llatc of ihr account, auvi id 
'•aiXk^^e fallacy and fallchood to the ftatoment given by others. In dating a».(.i*iuiibuf 
9 greac^ and extcuiivc nature^ thole who look, into the account, .nul give* cifilii for 
"fipecttUtive and uucertain matters, matters <lependlng uj><>u eventual circuiuliaiu ts, 
‘^s^edvery unwifely ; btcaufe if they took credit for Inch iiiaitcTs of j*roba!)le \alaf, 
they were bound in jadicc to allow for the poflible lofs upon thofe maitcib, and upon 
the expenceChey wonld incur. The certain rule to which he had referred, wa:., l> 
make a party debtor for debts which he adlually owed, and to give lilrn credit f«jr of- 
fers and property which he aAually noffeircd. Such a llateincnt of the accouni was 
the only one that could, bo trulled and pmcccdcd upon with any ciTtainry of avoidnig 
/allacy and deception. If the Right I^onourablc Gcntleiii.in was lb eager to take 
info hia ftate of the account of the Company’s affairs, all the p*<ffihlf effects tliaC 
itlight arrive from. India, his Right HoAourablc Friend wh«‘ had hi ought in ilio Hill, 
ic .would allcrt, would have it in his power to charge the Company wirli a loatl of 
. r .ffc^f-of which no notice had yet been taken, and which it would not he an en!y 
snaner for them to get rid of. Mr. Burke confidcrcd Mr. Pitt as pledged to prove 
Ms Right Honourable Friend's of the Company’s affairs falfc and falhw ions ; 
'•I .and faid, he might not find it fo caly a matter to do that, as to talk of it in the nioii 
. Vel^einent and uffenfivc language. The threats and menaces he had held out, wmilJi 
,3aot, he .'iffurcd the Honourable Ot-mkinan, lhakc the fnrmiuffi of a man, ihdv’.gb 
they might opepator as bugbears to frighten children. Which was the true, and whicl'i 
was the faife Hate of the account, remained to he proved, and could only be cleikn t*d 
Trom a fair examination of the papers on the table, lie warned the Houfe, !io\\i-ver, 
from the extreme danger of truAing too implicitly to affertions made at the Har, oT 
, accounts dr papers produced there j becaulc the Houle had it not in then* pov-er to iif« 
yeftigatc fuch evidence, lb as to enable themfelvcs to alVcrtain what degree of truth 
at merited. Mr. Burke added feme other ramarksy and concluded with declaring, 
.liiat h» had notf the (mallcff objefllon to* the motion. 

^ Mr. T. Pitt faiijj,, it had not been his intention to fay a' Word upon tlie'BIll that 
. 4ay, hut he rofe in conrequeiice of the Honourable Gentleman, who fpoke laff, hav- 
Jv^ talked as if an Honourable Friend of his had pledged himielf to ]»rovc the Right 
. ..kloiiourablc Secretary’s rtatement of the affairs of trie Eaft India Company falfn and 
^fallacious. Hh honourable Friend had not faid a fyllabic that implied his either 
cp&^dering himfdf, or warranting; the Houfe to conlider him, as pledged in any 
. whatever to exhibit fuch proof,.>*«His honourable Friend had indted f.nd, 

that he underflood the Raft India Company apprehended they were able to afford that 
^tooL .Rtolufive 0 !f,ihis,r he would fay for himfdf, that the Right Honourabre 
^cretary was beundyon his part, to make good every tittle of his flatement. Eieiy 
who hazarded an affertion in a public aflcmbly, was bound, whep called upon, 

; .,*b {iroy< his aflertion ;"hut men, in hfgh and rcfj»nlible fituations, like that held by. 

Honourable 'Gentleman who brought in the Bil|, were more particularJy 
‘ mske good their aflcriions, ‘With regard to what had' been faid about pal- 

and me»rurcs of oppreffion-and violence,, he was ready to admit that in tbs 
the EjWft fodia C^paby> apillivtive Would tibt have been atl adequate reme- 
dy;:. iB^had deolarcd as much in that Heufe,. but fie nevcr'ihcanf to have it under- 
flow^ lhat ^hjia [ « reinW^ fe violent as to deftroy the patient, ought to be 

^doptediy ' "Bill^ thd^ had been hropght in. was certainly no palliative j but it 
^Urouldo^att Inextin^^dophc obj^ it was jn-oreffedly intended to affift, and w as 
.# worfe thi% ttM difeafe. Betore, therefore, it coyld be expcfled that: 

.. tk Bin, |;^nei'at alarm; IhoMd meet with the coAcurrence of' 

' Houfey l^^hecef^ oa-imch'^^ch a BiU‘ whs declared (o be'gtoundecT, ought 
to he^ab{S9Ktd**beytmd^n .c«^^ . . - > ‘ 

^ SirdllE^r|bV Pletghck faid,. .the Court of JDIreflfors' had given orders for a va- 
Mt/fffii papers and- account* he prepared In fupport of the affixations of rheit 
4 ^ that papera and accounts up to a certain day laft year, were already 
and before the Houle,, which would^ throw d confiderabic light on the 

; motion was then put and carried. 

J’hi} matter over,"^ Sit Henry Fletcher flared, that at the b-ift General Court It had 
(hfeoYiFifllldi thatdha Sficretvyi.. iamihlng a copy of the minuusof tl^c preced- 
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Genrr.i] Coiut, to prrfcnt to that HQu^e^ had committed a hy 

a i'a| fr, 'vliich he had lead as a part of his fpeech, as an oificial paper. This 
^ir He.'.ry fiid, a lurrc cJeiical error; he wifhed, tKerefore^ to knotjr from thp 
Chair, how ii cuuld be rf'<ftihccl. 

I’fjc S.ifakrr it was In fuch cafes, which Vrere not unft^uent, apj^ 
to ilic hl<.ule tor leave to withdraw the incorrefl copy, and lo prei^t an 
cd "hr. 

i'hi > v.'4S Immediately adopted^ and an amended copy prefented* 


Wednejday, J^evmher a€, 1783* 


Mr. ^ I. m Til ARY Fox brought in hi$ ^ BiU for the better Govemmertt eff tirtr 
I < ri iion.-il Aeiiuilirions and Dependencies in India," whiph being upon motioft 
c.'-ckifd t > be re.id a tirfl. time, the title and part of the preamble were run through^at • 
■tbc I'aulc, aiul the lireviatc was recited frop the'Chak. The Bill appeared to,b«'0&ei 
.rf I be molt i opuitvs, c omprehcnlive, and particular^ wc ever reinemher to have heard In^ 
iroduced inro Parliament. I he aim of it ib to propound and ellablilh fuch regu«» I 
l.iii'rtis in India, as Ihall be moll likely to fecure.a peaceahjo .an J proipcrous Govern^ 
^iiriu oi the Britilh potjCeLlTionv ia that quarter of the globe for thi: future ; to quiet 
She native liKii.-\ns, Ppinces, as well as Icfs exalted individuals, in the poflelfidtljof 
their lands and property -; to prote^ them from the rapine of the Company's fer« 
yants, wliether in power or otherwife, and finally, tQ .check the progrpfs of tor* - 
ruption, and efiedlually defeat Us end. 

As foon as the Speaker had got through the Breviate, 

Sir Edward Astdrit role, and confefied himfclf whoUy unfit to deba^a tfie 
-fubjeft then under confideration, not fulBcicutly underfianding a matter of fueh mag* 
nlcude, to be able to treat it in that manner in which fo important a topic ought to 
be treated* Bui Sir Edward faid, he could not help reminding the Houfe, that a plaa 
of governing India had been in agitation tlure years ago, and had then beervrepro^ 
bated in the ftrongelt terms in that Uoufe, as aJiieafure that gave too much, power 
to the Crown, and was ,o£ too unjgfi a natuae to be fit to he adopted. Sir Edward 
declared, he was pcrfedlly aware, that a mere trading Company was incap&hle of 
conducing the afi'airs of India properly, and that therefore the inrerpofitiosi of ihat 
Tluufe was abfolutely necelTary ; but no much doubted whether fuch a BiH RS ihac 
in agitation, did not tend to^increafe the Influence of the Crown In a manner than 
mufi alarm every friend to the conllltution. If fuch a Bill pafTed, he IhoVld expefk 
ihoptly to find it necefiary for t|iat Houfe to come to a vote like that palled three 
years ago, viz. that the Influence of the Crown was increafing, had increafed, and 
taught to be diminiihed. Sir Edward added other reafoAS why he thought the Bill 
igave too much influence to tJie Crown. . 

Mr. Secretary Fox rofe immediately, and faid, all^chat had fillen from the 
Honourable Baronet appeared to him rather to apply to the principle of the' Bill, 
then under confideration, biK to the BHl which had been juft ^d a 
When the pfopcr time came for dilculfing the principle of the Bill^ ordel^d'to'be 
xead a fecond time t(V-inorrow, he Ihould be very glad to hear ,«very ''ob- 
jection that the Ifonoturable Baronet had Co make to it^ or that any body clfe 
^ropofe : to that Bill there were undoubtedly various objeftions entertained in dif-» 
ferent parts of the Houfe ; he doubted not, thcrcfi^re, that the fubjedt w'duld- he 
fully difculTed ; but he hoped chofe whodifl objeft^ would follow the cxan^Ie of the 
Honoiinible Baronet, and take the master np.upon fairgrounds of oppoficion. The 
honourable Baronet had admitted the necelfity^ feme meafure being .adopted lyljli- 
rive to India, and had acknowledged, tha< a Cornpany of Merchants weed inadS^ate * 
ta the cundiK^l of fn vail and important aft obje6| as the management of ouf 
rorial rrvenucb in India, and the government of our polTelCons there. AdmittiM '1 
this, the Honour.ihte Baronet had objeAed that the Bill in qucfllon tended to Idcrea^ 
tin* Influence of the Crown. This fiMPt df oppofition was ’fair .ind pafl'aibentaty, 
and iie hoiked is would be followed. He Kor«d no GcntktD«t«r9tthi'^je^l^ 

JB» . : 
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„ i|.l'fit)glyMpc confider it in a linglc point of view; but th^whilq it w»t 
jif that the Bill tended to inrreafe the Intiuencc of the Crown/ tKc neceflity of 
^ipg.fome meafure refpeiting the ^turc Government of India would be taken 
ebnfideratioDy and then the queiHou with .rcfpcdl to the Intiuencc of cho 
Crown would ftand on ita true ground ; and the only point in doubt would be, 
Tfhether the Bill which was to be read a iecond time nc;it day, incrcal'ed the Inllud 
d^ice of the Crown in ft manner that was unnecciTary. With regard to the Bill 
had been read ft iiift tifne that day, he did not conceive there could exilt a 
^puht as to its principle^ or that' there would be any ohjcAion tp reading it a fccond 
tfime on an early day^ He meant therefore to move, that it be read a I'ccond time 
next Ttrte'fday ; and he would name a long day* before its going to the Committee, 
InWhtch fhl||e. he imagined it would call for the mull: difculfiun. Mr. Fox alfd 
Vid^'ho l(hould',movc to have it printed, to which he prefumed there would be 

'-V p/tj. W.' Pitt fald, as Yaf as he had been able to catch the idea of the Bill that 
'lijM^en juft read from the breviate, there could be little objedVi on to the prm- 
; hilt as it contained an infinire variety of important regulations, he hoped 
citaie would be jdlowed for Gentlemen to nuke ^hemfclves mailers of the whole 
before it went to the Committee. 

begged leave to obferve, thaf there Teemed to him to be fomethinff 
^SteMroper, in endeayouring to precipitate the palling of the Bill that had been read 
that day. If his ear had not deceived him, the fcveral clau(e:> went 
iftfeftment of various powers in the CommllTionefs named, or ratlier to be 
'fliftaftbdf Ih the other Bill ; it therefore prc>fuppofcd as a matter of courlV, that the 
itftbeT ISilrWould pafs. Now, as this was not a fa<ft abfolutely certain, he thought 
,|b'epreTent Bill mould wait till It was determined. 

Ma Secretary Fox Taid^ the objedlion was an extreme fair one ; but if Gentlemeii 
l^ftd anepded clol^y while the Bill was read, they would obferve that it was merely 
A S|iU of Regulation ; and that To Tar from giving power to any perlbn, it almolr, 
'In’ceery tnftSnce, tended to it. They^mij^t have obTerved al To, that by a 
'n tl«i»l*;;ft'ftperly ailbipted,' it w^ epTy to change the word? CpmmiiTioners to JOU 
nedfbrfti: «h4 as he coacetve^j iet who would h^ve the management of the Eaft 
Rndi^Ofi^any’s Affairs in future, it would be admitted t^at Tome regulations 
ftirete ncodnary, there could be no obje£ti<ai to ips going on. He owned, for hii 
^ wi&ed it to proceed with as much difpatch as pofhble ; but as he was not 
Vdifk %pitfgh think, that any Bill he could fabricate, would be perfect ; on 
iftbav ftny^SUl,* oon^ning To large a num^r of various regulations, would not call 
:^r^mttch’di&uffh’ni and even ibme alteiarion, he certainly would give due «ime fo}^ 
itf^ilenten to conlider the TubjedV, before he moved the day of its commitment. 
>^The BiU was then upon Motion ordered to he read a Tedond tiiiw next T ueTday, > 


■ I*-. 
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T^ftrfday, Nopeml^, 27, i78|. 

^.Fpx.'Xnov^ for the Treafury Minxes, on the application of thft 
— “y for the aid of the Public foiM monthji' ago. 

i|d| be no o^c^lcion the produaion of this or any other 

d he of >uie in the Bill *befosh the Heufe ; but he muft 


» > wbi«H. cfontd , , , 

: tkift 'ObfefvarioR, U^.aMhe Bilj^i'yras to he, read a Tecond time this day, it 
rather fimlar that Honouralde Secrc^aty <hou|d not have calkd for 

fooner* U j^eceffary to ^he confideratfon of this Bill, they 

i^ftre lace- * ^ntleijMii bad not umcco read, theip. If they were not 

rhy ^1 for thcm'atftn ? 

" (r^^Fpa Tai^i hr undoubtedly wopfld have called for thcTc papers 
. cduM have unagiped that any ohjeiftibn would have been ftarted to 
ftnd ffatensenr. which offered to the HouTe, of the Company’s Funds. 

' .• To the pica uf Ncccflity» of 

have been let up, but ho could 

net 



hh argum^t'Kr exped^ed ^h^eAion. 
lej« h^ fancied. |hat ft^^ ha 
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hive Imagined that any fet of men would have alledged^ ths Can^ppf^lte 
Funds were in a good, nay in a Houridilng llatc. It had bem »id, Itowevci^ Wif 
he had called for thcfc Minutes. The Eaft India Com^anr hid diftribuMd k 
paper, which they called a Stare of their Adairs. To this Aceotmt of thciir Pi»> 
nances he had matcrinl objeAions ; and pledged himfslf to eahibitCOChe Honfe a ndth jt 
I'ublic, what he thought rational objedtions to articles in this Account, 
in omifiions and misilatements, to the Aim of Twelve Mitiiottt. He 
be undcrilood in thts declaration. He did not fay, that he wobld jfrom xhat 
Account was erroneous to the amount of 'fwelve Mitliooa^ hodid not Uy 
would be able tq prove this to the conviflion of the Hoafe ; but Hiat he Ihonhl 
able* to llaie rational, and what he called well founded objeflions- to articlegfes , 
oinilRon and misftatement in this Account, to the amount of this *' 

Lord M Ail ON begged that the Houfe might underfi and clearly to what 'the 
Honourable Secretary had now pledged himfelf.— About the word Bai^llrftp£^,,|d 
feemed, there had been mifapprehenAon. He Uhderftood^' then that the’ 
Flonourablc Secretary plcdced himfelf to fet up- and prove Errors In' this. 
to the amount of Twelve Millions. ‘ 

Mr. Secretary Fox faid, he by no means pledged him&lf %o t»e 
ro the coavi^iou of all the Houfe : There were men wbo^ wbethef 
r<nivmced or not, would not confefs convi^ion^ but he pledged himfelf jtp 
what he in his own mind conlidered to be rati<mal objeAiuns to this AccdtfiS^^lh 
ciniliions and misliatements, on the Debtor and Creditor Ade, to Fhe of 

Twelve Millions ; But unquellionahly his objections might not be cftee^dr^M 
jTodts by the Houfe — he could only fay that they brou^t conviAiontd'Hia'^,!!. 
..piiiid. /" 

The papers were ordered, and Mr. Sheridan immediatclv laid them on the,'ThhhSt,i. 
The Order of the Day for the fecond reading of ihc Bill for velUngv'th^.jjil®^ ^ 
of the Eafl India Company in the hands oi certain Commil&onerv 
^ ncht of the Proprietors ai>d the Public/' msthen read, and 
to the Bar| for the Eaft India Coo^pany, and alfo.for ^ Dtrewors.*/.'’ ' f ^ } y 
Mr. Rous and Mr. Dallas iippeared for the pompaifv $ Mr. Hatdinge am’' 
Plomer for the Direflors. On the ipeeches.of all theit I6amed Gentmeii 
ferve, in general, that there .was a^fpirit aodr animation fuperiorio the cimshon " 
tone of pleading^ and which was vr^I fuited to the impoRihce of the oOtalSiDn* 
As it may be fairly prefumed, that the collected* fentiments of the Conn^ eonchm 
the moft obvious and plauAble'argnmenu that can ’ be urged agaxnft: tlw prj^nt. 
Bill, It may not be improper to touch upon the principal topijps 'of Tl^Skn ^ 

and this the-rather, that a previous att^lon to theie will- be' necemnry, ibr'tho' 
purpofe of entering- into the fpi(jt and reafoning of that admirable reply whicft iiilaa ' 
made CO the learned Lawyers by the Right Honourable Secretary of State* ‘f/ 

Mr. Rous, after adverting to the importance of thecaufe ib which he apteaeai^^ 
touche Company, every Chartered poiporation, and to all the fn^fe^ 

EritaiOk faid, that the Ificuarion In whleh he jldod at the;^t was new atid‘il]^|ii^ 
Agalnlt his Clients nothing , was charged ( what ro pfovb', or wbat;o refu|eV hlS 
yras at a lofs. Hc. put the queftion to the 'Speaker, , what the guilt th^d wi^ 
imputed to the 1^'lndia Company ^ And padl^ ih^eemiog expeAatiod.of jua 
ant wer. ^ . • . ' , 

TheSpEAKsn faid, Md Rou'S| you mdft guide your pleodlhg^by 
•n the face of the I am not charged by this Houfe with aityyinfqmiitioh to 
you of any I^ind. j ’ ‘ * ’ , ’ 

Mr. Rovr therefore proceeddd'to reafpb againft ^BiU, from s'c^^ral-vlas|'o£ 
It, and on general ypnciplcn He. inA#^ on- the injuillce, .the didlobdur^ idio Im*' 
y^icyof violating public faith, siiw) inwing pmatdprofMc|^> ^Tlie mai^igemene 
hf the Co|iipiui}r't Attains wa's fap'be'tom A^themfelves, gad p^tl in jth|i bands of g 
dari Cahal^ under an inftuence^t might be vety unfavoarable te^ieir iat^^ Thig. 
was dcfpocifm; and ^fpoti^mwhs. by no means favo»ri*We:;^.c«^^ 
required liberty, juftice, and ft^eurity jbf psopnrty for kw*>pexf:'hijh9»H fi' 

Company was in a ftate of 

tra£l tlic evil day that was to .cionlutomate the ruiA of both tWC/Oftipai 
nation. He admitted that a cafe Alight lirwhicb.(;b»Ebgill&Mirb r^ 
ferpofe for the prcfervatlon of chf iatri&^'g pan Kd (hg> 


.ft' 
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W was profcnt fuch a cafe? If the Compaiy vcrc Isaflcnjpis, if 
Xliey were in danger, and the their probable rum like:;/ ro rum tiie i.ation, I.e 
Vould be filcnc, and deplore the hard ncccfTuy tU.it dem ir.ii- d ilu ii dov^nfal. He 
Joined the Houfc upon tlie faiV, and undertook to prove, t»y undoubted tviden».% 
lkh#t the Affairs of. the Company were in no other fitnaljon than that which th6 
ctfliunon coiu'fc: of eventSi and the natural order* of things, would render iiouril}i» 
Jng. The War had occafioned great cxnenco iti the LUtinj-any ; bin Ttace had 
been eilablilhcd with th<; iVIahrattas^ and fuch faving would be made, as would 
My off all thjE arrears, Onr fucccffcs in the Eail Ii.ul rudc’cmcd our lollbs in the 
Weft, and furnilhed the pric^ of peace. He dcfurlbed the fituaiio:>of our affairs 
in India.^ and concluded, that there was no apprcUcnliun of danger of aiu kind. 


,but the greateft profpeil of peace and profperity. 

,Thd learned Gentleman placed the danger arifing from fuch a pn eedent a.s 
would, be eftablhhcVl by the Bill, if it fhojald pafs, in a very clc.ir and linking 
tjghV; and arhrmed, tliar if fuch infractions of public faith lliould betoine fainilur^ 
Parliaitients might be contlrtied by way of form; but fadUoiv, cabal, inliutnce^ 
'irc>uld' fet the laws at dcfiaiuc, and trample U]K>n all property and juiiiee. I'or 
Svha’t, he afked, is better fecund to any man, than riie property of the C''inp.iny 
is fecured to them by different , ails of Parliament, which he pointed out. He con- 
cluded, as he IraJ begun, wilii ftiew'ing the geocral importance of the Kill that was 
HOW' agitated ; .ind that the fiaft India Company, Ihould th.il Bill pafs into a l.aw, 
would only be the firft viilim to failioii, and a fpirit of tyranny. Mr- Rous d'‘- 
lired, that the ikccomptant, and the Auditor of the Knit India Accounts, might be 
examined on certain points, and they were examined accordingly. Their evidence 
went to authenticate that ftatemciu of the affairs of the Company^ which lay on the. 
lable. 

Itfr. Dali.as, after an apology for apjiearing in the ch.araftcr of a pleader b&- 
fore fo auguft on alTembly, by the importance, and by the cxtrcine clcarnefs and 
evident jgllice of his caufe, allowed, that if, ‘indeed, there was a neceftity for thr. 
injlerpontiou of Parliament in the Company’s affairs, it was thrij duty (o interpofe s 
but no fuch necefliiy esifted. No nccelfity that did not c'xift three years ag<i^ 
wlien the Company, in confidexatioa of advancing a fum to Government, received 
a renewal of their Chartear. He prclTcd on the Honourable Members of the Houfc, 
)the iniepaity of invading private pro|H;rty, and breaking the faith of Parliament. 
It was onjy^when the very cxiftence of a ft ate was threatened, that fuch viola*- 
'tions could be juftified. But he endeavoured to fliew, that the great ]>Ita of bank-p 
Tftptw was vfithout foundation, and expatiated on the refources of th« Company. 

that if the Bill Ihould pafs into *a Law, it would be a death-warrant to 
iftt.lbe charters, and immunities of corporations, and of individuals in Britain. 

Haki’INO a appeared as Counfel for the HireftorsL of the £|aft India Com- 
■^a^. " The interefts of the Company, he faiff, were Invaded| and the honour of 
‘their fervants attacked. The moft violent outrage was threatened on all that can 
be held valuable by men. In fpeaking on a Tubjeft .of fuch magnitude and im^ 
roruocc, be int:iv.ated^ be indulged, and he cUuned, as his privilege, the utmoff 
iibeity of /^’cch. What that liberty fhouJd’bt, denied, the liberties of England 
‘would be laid low In the duft. He advercce co-a great deal of that reafoning oji 
the Bill^ pending in Parliament, which bad taken place in the Hoyfe on former 
i>ccaiion6 ; and that- he iiii^ht d<> fo coniiftently with form, and y^ithput feeming 
to rei| ujjon cxtyaJudLial cvidcncvj^ he treated the newfpa})ers, from w’hkh alone he 
ipreteAded to derive his infoipiatioa, as libels, as violent, fcandalous, and fevera 
. xi bets agahift the pr<’»ce*'^rn25 of Parliam^. What, he a^ed^ have the Directors 



guilty 

-df ornifhon, or commiftion ? Prove their guilt-— Accuie them— Ptinilh tht-m. 

' r ^bfurd, fatd Mr. Hardingc,- in thtfe propeditions ? Oh I, but fays the Ho- 
Setrmary who brings forward the Bill,- this is not a Bill of Pains and 
it has no rcf;r‘ofpe£t : For God*s fake, Gentlemen, don’t be alarm(*d; we 
to pnnifti you ; be qniet, left you mould provr>kc an enquiry that may 
' 'l^lfdwad With nil niinr^enti He recalled to mind the honourable rcftimony rhat 
lmh«i»e virtM of (he Piredborr by the Secretary hiinfclf, and chal- 
lenged 
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IrngcJ ine Houfe to impracb, if they couM, the Integrity jjjip 

Jtinnity, where no criirte was cummitied, was no favour j |knd it was a cruel tufult 
to turn men, without any caufe, out of their offices^ and^ at the fame tifne^ 
julhiy fuc h conduit, hy alledging that no other punifhrnenc followed , that aft- • 
of injurtice. — You liavc done your duty very well.p— ]V (;« pafeeS in etitC9 v >^ 

Mr. Hardliige ihewed,'- that it was not from the defeat of the law, or the fai^lC 
of the Dircitors, that the abnfes complained of in India had originated; and that'; 
ditlauce and Lorruption, under any fyftcm, might often let laws at defianpe; 
l^arliament had all Jmed to itfclf the privilege of noimiu^ng the- Cbnlpany’s ‘ fer-; ' 
vants ; thole fervant: had not done their duty y and* now* it was propofeil to vifit th'«:. 
iniquity of the fervants on the mailers y would it not be Better to enquire into tl^ 
rai.fe oV ahu fes, and to remove that caufe, than to go fo roundly to work ? Where** 
ev«‘r any gr.evantc takes place, is there no remedy but to appoint feven Commif* 
fu.ne rs lo t ontroul the fuhjcA of that grievance ? The af&irs of this nation are.aog 
hi very gooil order . have loft America, and other pofleflions ; yet we do jiut 
hear of any luiniher of CummiiUoiiers for fhe government of national afEaiiWf . 
There are doubts and furmifes, and a general gjoom hanging over the VuUkTun£^ • 
tVny not apiioint feveu CommilTioiiers to coniroul the Bank,' and to manage every • 
thing (lie relating to public credit? Mr. Hardingp, purfuing this vein, enume**-.- 
rated various other particulars, in which the appointment by Parliament of .fevea 
C’oininidi.iiKrs, and eight Clerks (alluding to the eight AlliHant-Pi oprietors) Would 
be a': patuial and jiroper, as the 'ap{*ointmcnt of Coininiflioners for the government 
ol India. The Bill in agitation, liv** confidcred, as wearing a very tyrannical and 
inil.iurv afpci^t. The Cluufe empowering the Comfniflioners to enter into' all the 
Company's Wai'c-houfe., to lel/e th'or money, jfajiers, books, and proiicrty of every 
kind, nut him in irflnd of an anny entering into, and pillaging a redvued town* ' 
Having {^fiinted out the aduiiion whicli the Bii! would make to the Iii/iucnce of the 
Cfown, and the example it would fet of difregarc! to the legal claims of the People^ 
he recalled to the nuiul of the Houfe hirmcr protVlfions of pairiotifm, and to\Iche4 
CIV Che duty and inflitution of Parliament to protofk the Commons. He c-xclaimed^ 
iti the language of the facred Scriptures, " Oh ! that an enemy had done this ! But 
^ my own friend— niy pariieular^friend ! even he did lift up his weajion againfl 

me!'’ Mr. Hardingc appealed warmly to the candour of the Houfe, and fore* 
warned them of the danger of breaking laws, and of diminilblng the refpedt dut^ 
to Parliament, and t’oe national honour, in this kingdom, and throughout the 
World /iii’i uf iktir *u<i ^rn\x>ni nm paries ardet. He dwelt on the dangerous ten- 
dency of the prcc('d('nt that iht Bill, ihould it pafs into a I.aw, Vrould cHahllfha* 
and conjured the Houft* not to give a wound to its own honour, and to the libeity 
of tlie nation, by infringing the lavs, feizlng private property, and violatii^ 
pahlic faith. 

Mr. Plomfr obferved, that bclides the Territorial Revenues, which amoui^dd 
tn dve millions Herling ahniially, which the Company had provided by conqqiffL'. . 
they w'ere in poflelbon of tenements and land, both here and IK Indi^ but > 

ally in Indisr, of very great value, as well ivedred to them as the pofleflion^ of any. 
intfividual In England; tliey held them, indeed, by the fametenuae, the goodfaithi 
of Parliament. The will of Parliament being fiiprcmC|, if that will (hould .ccalb. 
lo he governed by a regard to equity, jufticc, and its own decifions,. wbat^rop^rty^ 
or what peiTon would be fafe ?— It was now two hundred years fihcc the firdt 19 *. 
Bicvition of the EngTilh Kail India Cfompany^ their rights. were coofimv^. by» . 
length of time, by long paflelRoij, by repcatca afts of Parliament. Their t'ern-' j 
torial Revenues itiould not bja confiaered as belonging to Govei^ent, any 
than their Commercial Co icerns ; for thefe revenues wcee necclTsry tO prot^ 
fner^, which W'as the great objcfly and the paramount conliderattot^ ut :our,o^^J 
neftxon with India. He faid, that the f^rit ofthe BUI was .iniq^cil to coaizaeit&^ 
which diiliked all dark cabals, and loved to explore its own and to cho^'p 

the terms on which it ihould run any rilk, and the per Ards In whom^Ic Ihould^'^ 
confide. The Proprietors of EaR India Stock were much- intfeitftedin tbC|^ 
chatafter of the perfons whom* they iHould fend to India t and, in general,' m 
matters that came under their cogniaance. It w'as.cqt fo with the C^mi^onm^ 
No particular inters.^ bound them to the prolperity of the Company— loterefta of 
tarious kinds might wfeeo. lead them to a 4 l ia contridlftioiv to them^ ihcuf.'ntua* 

^ .* 
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natoAilly iafpire them with difpofitions to intrigue, anJ to grafp $i 
foU^ical pevrer. It was dated in the Ninth Report, that the &tx which paHed la 
i^73, oaiTOwinglhe Court of Proprietors, from voters of five hundred pounds pro- 
jpaltyj to thofc of a thoufand, had; by diminiththg the number u> be innucnccd; 
inreatly contribtited to entreafe the power of the Crown to inilucncc them. Fium 
inat day, a wider door of cotrupCion and fjftiun In the management of the Com- 
Mny*b affairs; wat Oftmed than ever ; but with how much greater force docs this 
arguifient apply tor the Ibdll ftumber df Seven Commifiioners; Thofc men wil! 
naturally ftudy^ in the firft plate; to provide at all hazards for their own relations 
dnd dep^dents^ as their turn, will be, above all things, ffudious to- pleafe 

^ir mafters at home. Thus; Mr. Plomer concluded, that the tide of corruptlonL 
‘Ivould flow with a more violent current from India to Britain, thdtn ever ; and that 
Wh^thelr the Houfe had mgard to its own pufity, to the rights of the Company, ur 
^ ^g^ gflgral^ privilegeil of thd nation; th^y would hot fufier the Bill befoilu them 

' ** *hc Counfel had withdrawn; Mr. Setretary Fox and Sir Jamei 

lanirihdr -both got up. The Speaker put an end to the qucftlon, by fiatlng, that 
dhe KMfkiot of order was; that the Bill Ihduld now be read a fetond time, which he 
4£d|'andthc queftfon be put, that fhis Bill be committed. 

i' this quellion, the two Mtinbers again got up, but ^ir James faying that be 
to order, he was defired to f^afc. • 

$11 ^ James LowtHCn their ftid; that before the Right Honourable Secretary' 
oroceed, for he did not wHh to prevent him from entering on his l^cfrnce^ 
«s much of the debate on the Tubjcifl before rhem; would turn on the fihiaticin of 
the Company's affairs; he fhouTd iffove; that the books and papers of accounts ex* 
hibiUd as evidence by the Coau&l, and now lying on the tabic; Ihould be read. 

' theS^akef laid, that the order was, in his 6]pinion; that the brmks and papers' 
diertf^yidt^ed evidence.' The Counfel might havq defiredthem to be read ; but ic 
m^pvaAice of the Hbufe; when fuch. papers wefe profented, to fuflfer them 
Ke.on the table; with only reading ifheir titles / and in the courfc of proceeding 
idn the Bin io which they related, seny Menaiber might order them td be read, not 
a hundred times. 

J Sen vow was not convinced of the pTOpricty of this point of order. Ha 
comprehend the idea nor u& <rf evidence which Was not read. When’ 
were authenticated they became evidence; and accordingly ought of 

'! agtfln explained this, point, and the <!natt|;f was dropt. 

and fatd; in anfurer .-to -what had been ftated by Sir. James 
jL<^ij(|£M;:tbtt he meant to put himfelf upon his Defence, he always hoped to fee a 
Muntifler pf tliis^coant]^^ iSbah conducting, gr^at ailaic^ in that frCuation. He .felt 
h^Kly refpon^k the meafure that he had brought IbrwaAl regardiniT 
deb. ')Beggc« to.bdrconfidemd as not Rejoicing in the ntuacidn of theCom- 
ijM 6ncektly lamenting fheir misfortunes^ and called ^upon by thf 
|bc]t9,orM9 |KAtt<Mfa the niecel^ty oC^i^lhearares to zelieve themf to Wog 

Ifalinefs^as to perform his pfomife'lo thd Hohfey and to Oiew them 
'i|h«^§{^.w«re in 'theat^nt laid befis^e rhem, fwelye millions fbe^ing fiated at 
to tfA Company, that they might calculate upon av a icfource to re* 
triepW'l^mir dfrair$,^,bttt the hature of. the fums, he plcdoed himfelf 

^ ufjdn the princi]^ oh Which this was malde upr Ihould be difallowed;, 

hffjitaccd Vbe i&ade u|^ with thia vlew^That the affairs of tW 
l^ian^^fnky wefe kiMch as fc(.jrhaKe. jt imnin>|^ to pala the Bill under 

take mr ^ that thbuld deprive mo CempmT of the manage* 
e oPtheir .a£pi. • A^ld lie, begged that all he fail might be confidamd in that 
roriviiew. 

»e dp jhdkfioe of the' demount which is entitled/ " Reoperty of the, 

^ Cqra|y^ He Jlaidt he did not meah to difa^low the f(r]!l Item, ^ any part of 
S^'>1fe^^he debt due from :Ooyimament to the pompany^ lent at three per cejue 
f* amounting to 4^2^,000!.” At the fame time he mull mention 4 

€itctm&kttce regarding the ffakriient 6f that fum, becaufe it gave a complexion to 
I^t,nutt)ka4 and pervaded every part of the account. 

'K ’ r That 
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That fun of frjur millions was reckoned at the nominal wKerell 

t*.il vahie cf that lurn lliould be taken at the rate of 3 per cent, ftockl And th% 
i.1 (. vjni on the other f;Je, when it Hates the debt due by theCompany, obitfrv^thiC ' 
th<‘ Turn borrowed; to make that advance* Ihould be ttated it the ritd 55 ' 

being the r:ftc at which thofc annuitic*s were foHiug. , 

The next item* he laid, he muH totally difallow; as bein^ 'i fum to be, Id 
r-'fpecT depended upon for any rehet to the Company at any tirttej but furely ttot 
t. 11. able of being biought to their relief now. That fum codfiited of 422;ofil«' 
1 hr firft /tem of this fum was 260,687!. for fubliflence o‘f priibners in the former • 
V. ar; by which, he oLfcrv.'d, \va^ not to be onderHob’d the laft wari but the wat 
ended in 176^. So that the fifteen years cf j^ace hid elapfed before ihe epin« 
mciK'cment of the late war, without any fucccis having attended the negociation, 
to obtain it. Th^' Houfe, therefore, would Judge what reliance was to be placed' 
on it. Nut that It ou:^ht to be entirely given up; a negbciailon wa^ going on ro ' 
pio.-uic it ; and the Company might be aflured, in his dcpariiti'ent he had takenf <' 
and would take, (.very Hep to get the money; 'but he could by norneaps fet it down ' ' 
i^ ceit.iiii at all; anti clearly as hot allowable for the purpofe for which this ie* 
i-.iunt was given in, 

1’he next Item, i 39 iS 77 . 1 * Manilla Rinfomi” which every Treafuryj flnc^ thil' ' 
I'pji-c of 176}, hid equally joined in difallowiugy including even the Treafuiy of' 
I-'ud Slielburnc. 

** I'hc Hofpital, Expences of 2i„44yl.** occurred it tKe. peace of 1763^ and was 
et^u.illy to bo difallowed as i furh always difpucetl. This then forhnlpg we fum of 
4^2,niT L was all impidperly inferted, and calculated to iniflcad and deceive. 

The next fnm, 6oi>()34l. he did ntjt mean, to diljiute but obferveJ, that thA 
bonds, amounting to 280,^7^!. ought rather t» have been Hared on the other fidd," 
becaule they niuit be iHued agaln^ iii ^cr tb keep up the Conipahy's credit. Howe 
ever, he allowed the whole fiain of 6M^4l. to Hand! 

'1 ho fum 'of 553,25^ 1. due fot goods Xuld, hul not delivered or paid for,'' heal* I 
lowed to Hind. 

Next, the value of goods in wafe^houfe, unlbld, of which’ all thcTre^hts and ' 
djti.'S are charged or paid bn the ochef fide,' cHirnated to pfoduce, clear of dif*^ 
tount, 2,^no,oooI. ^ 

Upon this he only rnade an oblb^nracion, that he Hated that fum at two mllEohs;; 
ivithout the Cullcms; whereas tlley Hated it at the full am'ounci aiid.ft'itd' |^tc 
CuHoms as a debt due by thcComi»a’.iy, placing li on the othjjr fide. 

'The next art Ii Ic; ** i ;2 19^09 il. merchandize exported to India, bumo^ included 
** on dccoudt of property not being arrived when they were made up/| he fild wqu* 
juH with this exception, that there wefe 6oo;(.'>ooi. conta^'d in ii of 'naval antf ^ 
Inilltary Hbres^ which he could not allow, becaufe th^y could not be converted to 
any j^urpofe of relief to the Company. He thefefdxe, upon this article; difallowed ? 
ioO,'jt30l. ^ ^ ^ ^ 

The next. Item; he faid; wds a very ImaU indeed,*' but fo material in its nd« 
turc, chat it had excited his particular atrenMm'f^and when he read it, he had re^' 
f ailed to- his mind an account Hated by SKakeij^f^e in one of Uk b'eH petforniaiicesa 
** So much for fack, fo much ibr fugar; fo much for one thing, at^ fo rrLuch ffcc " 
** another ; and for the moft neccflaiy article of all,^ for bread; o/ie ha^enny’P* So 
here there were great fums for, ranloiti! Grcal fuiiis for Hor^s ex'pended, and .to 
bx{iended I Great fums for ditto 4 ^e, that laever could be got I All chefe upgjp* 
tiu^ivc articled wero great and magnificent; but foc^ bullion, onl^ 1090I. ! 1 f''-, ■ 

To the next article of ’172,3 34 L atlvanceil ** oii account of freights to ihff 

owners; to be deduiHed from freight, payable when^they arrive he 'begged ' 
h> caU tlM attention of the Hbiife.in a nioft piirticuldr manner.' He then i^tec^ 'K 
that while upon the one fide of the account they . had i^kcri credit for the advatieo ? 
of freight; and made that fum of 172^3 34 1. due ro the Company, ami forminjg..'^ 
•^art Cif the Coimpany's proyefty ; they had kc|*t backhand concealed the wh^c^e of 
the freight and denlufrage due by them,' and to be paid on the return of thole 
Hr then ftated the number of theihips abroad, deduced thofe that were paid w, 
and dcdufled the Bengal Ihips loftj hy which dedirflioris the freight and demurkm , 
of 37 ihips; the number remaining, on.tvhich freiffht and demurrage %vas dw, 
atnotTitliig to a imihon and a half, ^sTu'^ the nvojt foandalous mapocr tofolly 
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on llic oll'.fi" as plYi of thr clcbt du#: hv .inv. Sudl 

as iliat of iliolc who inatio ni> a.ul ^lulled rl Tj a. twu.'.t, toi ilu-li 

c^prubaliou. And he added,- that lliov-ld loth a pols bnach of rivill be comm i; d* 
M h6ni he AviTllcd to he ooilOd lathe n.inagLim-iU of the Conipat,) ’b 
kpairs, he ibouMcall them ftiverc ly to .Ica-mi 'vf'iiv harh.imc-. i ior ili.it part of iIm ir 
edndut^h The fiext iftfni, the value of Ihip'j and vclleh. m Kurland, he 

difallov/cd; hecaufc, he laid,, if they w« rc to tonriiidc their ti.uU, .tnd to eiij.'«y 
tTiVir ext lufivc privilege, which it was the pi'In*. .pie and foimd.tlion of iln* JJlJI lo 
P,ufL'iveli» thfiKi, without thofe ihips they could iv>i c.mv oa their trade. '] l.n 
fame ohfervalioa aj»|)Iied to the next ariicle* ** t'alie of lioufi:. a:.d 

bulkling'i in Loudon.’* Theft lh<»y *huft have^piu llienh.iol r oni.iiu.at; thcir 
ftrade: Thev coaUl not convert thciii into calh for their rel.»-f, nuhout p.t' oR ‘‘i’ 
titeir bufinefs and trade; therefore, n|K)n the prlm iule <ii this ]]ill, vli'ih \ta‘> i«> 
ptrtferve iheii trade, and to enable them to caVry it on with ;nlvam.i^f, he could not 
allow this fun. 

^ The ncKi frJtrt, 70?,?24T. Jirlme roll of the car^^of-s on iluir pin'jf^e fiom lim- 
gal,” has, in the rooitiplieity, variety,* and intiieacy of iheaiiules oj th“. .u- 
epuni, cf-aped the Reporter. He can only recolleAt in general, tliai the oiileiv.i- 
tfon was of this nature : That this fum ot 703,^24!. whs upon a fujipoiii'on fii.ir 
the profit would n^y ihc tieight and deinuirage; whereas the Bengal 11 ace i? .ir- 
tcr.ded with a lofs ot iSl. per cent. 

, T'he next aiticle f't “^3f'4)5i5h for t argoes difpatched from Bengal to tin* oil'cr 
** rrefidcneics,” aiv lldr<*‘, and not invennu-nts in the way of tradt-p ai.d then-ii'ie 
Tj^'t to h;; retkoiK-d as a fund by which the noci-flities of the Coritj'»ny arc to be 
reduced. 

* On the next artirle, ** Qi^ick Sfock at Beng.tl, raking the Rupee at sr.. 3d,” h" 
rohfcivid thar,< fioiii an efTas inadt* at the T)||(|er, the vainc of the Rupee had bv.c,t 
i^fcertaincd at 28. and that it ought aililally to be taken, as worth ndnicrc. 

Kext, ** Treafure ahd Bills rdceivablu 77*7>36ii” he allowed, but faid the 
fc'ceipl would be tedious, 

' The fums or 73,194!.; g<«'ds imported rcihaining unfold, 419,891 1. fait unfidd. 
Goods for Europe, after the difpatch of the four caigor^' before iiicMtioiUN^^ 
tfx2,So5l.^ 

■ Kp. made no objection to, but obferved, as already flated, that the trade was 
it /a lo'fS. 

; .The next article of “ fioivs, tivil, marsre, and mllltarv, um-xpended,** 

Tie objected to, upon die very la»uc grounds that have been ahrady iK^tcd/ Ixtaufo 
.iKrSfc l^lorcs never could have been brought to the r-.-licf of the Cf’inpany, and that 
iu tlie'ptcfenl niomcni thc-ro.'was much realon to doubt whether any part of ihc:U' 
Skilled ;, hut they ccrUinTy were not likely to rcmarimlong unexpended. 

" The next arficli* was “ mondy advanced to the Board ofTi'ade, .snJ ©thers for 
** futtttt: nrftvifion of goods for EurojH*. and debts due in the 01 dinars courfe €>f 
^ buiThSfs, 837,465!/'' As fat as if is poirihlu for us to recolli-ft, Mr. Fox fair! 
< 35 ,( 500 ^ w;.-i for three Ihips- from Bci,ga!,^and therefore liable to the objection 
^ated above to the Bengal Tr^dc. The Lnfs ^out i<>d',ocol. 

, ife itien ftatt'd the next article, viz. •‘'The debt due b)- Afoph ul Dowlah, 
4 ? *89, 8a 3 1 /* ,Hc he never couTd allow thcdhbls due by Country Power.-, to 
fe teckom^ as part AHhe Qjjick Stock of the Company that it w'a.s unpioduitive. 
If Attcm^ea ' to be rciadc otherwlfo,’ it ^.ould be ruinous to India,- and expenlive 
to.the Corrfp'aiiy. t*^port t'hia, he tool the opi^orti^nity.'bf obfervirtg, that the idea, 
®lr ilaUiiff* tWdehU due by the CAUhtry Pownt in India, as a ptean whereby the 

«... .1.^ a r.n. 





iltlpobcnt^ an<i iljc virtuous ; hut was adually, and in Taft, xhc 
fonts of money in mil.i^,c.vpeditii.ns to- prbeuee payiuent of thofe 
Tij'at the debt^uc 'by. AfOph ul I?o\vlah^ was ivi a fituation to make it im- 
KCciVe a Tmgltyijp'Je of it by any oilier means thati tbe fangninar^ 
walur*’‘ .ilrc-vy dcfcrlwtK That Prince, he fnid, was .it prcfcni in fuch a fnua* 
ih.'i hv a I'.'riO’vinc'm'-ncy to fopply* his ncccTr.it-:, at the rate of 2I. pet 
n. in.l . couiuylin'd intcrell; Icfs lhaa 30I. per an- 
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}4 It }' [’ll Cor;,;;”., ill orcifT ii» procure thi:« fum for the relief of therr 
• <1 to in: ti> lie i)I*dctv>led to auempt to force a I'AVAent ot ih* ^ 

» ii t r^irouid i>f, ** 1 have no money , a»y country Is in a flaw ot defolltion |l 
■t'. •• no in.«iuil..^itiivr‘' — Rut if you niuft have the money » it muft be procured 
“ :>/ L<jototdji’p .i-^,a:nll ihoic jH>\sers who rdifl paying lomt whll^isiny due. 3Pro* 
nir me wii'i ..:i aimvj aiM-i nw in my ex.pe(irtionb, and 1 w'idl procure for yort 
.:i.‘'M‘v ncit I'.t) v to j'liy I owt*/' in thi:> manner the RohUIaf^ one year> 

. VI.,r.uv'/tr c.t.iniiy, ilim the Piuvifars w'cie 1^14 vraAe and dcfolaicd, and thofcT '* 
-11 4 uni'roii ct'ul railveb (le.^royc 4 ; the pien were murdered, the women im^ 
fi’ ^nui .Mul u,ii.;racnl, liic'r t hildren left a prey <0 want, and every religious aA 4 
i.v'i! iijjht Mointt-d. As a pi'iof of thisj ne read as a part of his Ipc^ch, the 
1 . .iLi oT Cwlou» ! tlM'ijonV; a Swifb Otlicer, who had been difpatched to carry IjmiUr 
*j| j I, to til lie [UMjiolesj Into execution. The letter -at once, proved both the 
hii tMi 'iy t)t' tht 'vritor, who r cm ojifl rated againd: the orders of his employers^ 
lit- I MU- it \ inj r.ijuci'y of t|ie .Gow^prs of India, in the ftrongeft terms* 

I ;- i’ t 1 ^rounJ, to the univ»*ri«l ctjnvicliou af all who heard him, he Ihcwed^ 
tt-.-*- t!-. iiic.i 0*^ ll.iring ihofc debts as a fund Irom whence the Cortinany could be 
r*! (.'.'.'ll, W.1S the attempt cruel aiaj uncertain ^ and dtjjt inllead of re- 

lii'j lum owing, it would bo throwing good money after bad- 
2'u-.' ncur ariitje was, “ debts by the Company in Bengal, on bond 4nd 
" 1 1 1.” Upon this be only oblWved, that from the word othcrw'ife, it might 

i' • iinaf’MU'd ihaf there w'cre con/iflcrahlc debts not pu b<;n«h— W'hcreas the wholr 
iri.ii'nr wvis <»n boiu-i, excejit loc, oooi. W»th ihis «bifor-v*tjon to theftile of 

• he Attouui, he allow’cd the lame. , 

He then irruarkod on “ the balance in favour -of ti>c Company, Jt83S,937l«*' 
a’ .« h ib the balance ct (^ick Stock, a"» Rated in the account to be in favour of 
Jin' Company at Bengal. Whcivas the Quiik Stock at Bengal, upon the principlp 
ii«' went upon, viz. The reliel it would arform to the Company, now is, if vs'C pecoiV^ 

U’l'l rijrhi, loojecxil. agsiiiR the Company. • . 

He then came to the N. B,— *bThe arrears due to the army in Songal at this 
** period, do not j hut by a fplifet^ucnt t]t|inute i> that ^^he whtJe of 

** iheir arrear-., ot every kind, to’ tlic manth of March 1783, woul^ amount t» 

« 501,174!.*' 

Here he rcruijtked on the words afftarhig and appearing, an.d a^ded, that 
knu'-ving thc.)i:m - nd Rating It here, they had not done whai they ought to havw 
done, dated it c:i ihe oth'T iide of the account as a debt due by the Company. 

H.; nc.xt cum.e to the Quick Sto(.k. at Madras, as It RoodAuguft^l, I78zf vaTu^ 
ing the pa god. a at. 8 b. earn and bilis 280,400!. Goods fiw Europe 68,6941. Gfods 
iii-kiinrted unliild 8^,140!. hc allowed^ but obfefved that it might ba eat up by th6 
eliablijhmcni. ^ 

“ 5 ior<.i, civil, m?rlne, and military 264,1101** he difaU«W«i Pn thp principle 
alrcRcly Itatfd. 

“ pebts due to the Company from the Nabob of 968,012!. { Rajah of 

Taojor^^ I58,;5 o 1. j the Renters, 993,804!.*' the Righj; Honourable .Secretary . 
difsHowed, without cxceptioi^, upqn the principles already Rated. With reg.ird to 
t he debt 0/ Afoph ul Dpwlali, he fald^ the Nabob cojafd not attempt to pay bia 
4 .el,t, without attempting to take it from the Rajah, nor the Rajah,' without taking 
n from fomc neighbouring Power, and all this with the alfittancc of the Coro^ny’a 
iroopj), and at the expenee of the Company *s tfpafar^. 76,8321. advanped foy invc’ft> 
menr, and fur.cjry fiaall debts, hc aUoxvcd. 1 

He then came to a f^cond N. B. and after having read-.*-** the war ii) the'^lN . 

’** naiic will delay payment ©f thefe debts, and muft have rendered others of ifi( 5 j 4 
'** precarious, fo that their exafl value cannot be afeertained,*' he ftopped, 9nd jdke4 
the Houfe, if they could, without feeing the paper, have guefted what w'as tci fol!^ t ] 
Having paufed tor a matjaent, as if for' an anlwer, antj proceeding hf feidJT fbeft ' ’ 
worth fi>Uow r But the above fums are undw$Udty due to the ’ . * ■ 

Tho ridicule, the abfurdity, and the detennmBUon t® contained lo lhT» 

aniioiatipn, drew ftpm him a veinpf irony and attack^ thatjwe fearcely Kmembet 
to have heard equalled even by Mr. Fox. ''He once more upontK< fe'andaifiiti 
conduift of fhofc who had dared to produce to Fuliamept an' account fo, fuU of 
fotUion and abfurdicy; ptfiici^ai^yirith regard to' tBt Rating thefe derperate -aftil 

f z ruiaooa 
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vinous debt's, more ruinous In recovering, than abandoning, gs a fund; and the un 
paroleired impudfiuc ot this comlulion ot the N. ii. th.it the ul'ove Junn 
'doubtedly due to the Com^iny* No doubt they were dv;e ; and it the Coinpanv 'At-rr 
to go on for tive years more, hve times the funi rmglu, and jnol.jKly would, fro-n 
the experience of patt times, be fise times as great ; and fioni ihriue it \s«'uld be 
.in the power of thol’e v/ho had the haTdin:!.> to iinpofe upon the Public by fi.t b. :in 
accouni, tolhew the Company in a better fumr ion e -ci7 year, as their di bis cn^ 
cieafcd. That they would foon have it in their power to prove the llourilhing Itarc 
of the Corn: any, by gating the debts of the Nabob .-^c tv. i-f 9^'C,oco|. and thole 
of Afojih ul Uowlah at double the Uuu lu* owes, iiut fn’ ddired the Houle loie- 
coUed, that it was tl-.eir bufipefs to interfere*, to prevein that Ipci ms i.f piorpniiy 
hoMi gair..ug further yhan it bad hithfto gone, and to ftein tliof^: t i. rents ot bloucj 
W'hich mull ilow, it the aiieiripr was made to pro^uic ihem; .m aitruipr which nmll 
end in wafting more money (letting coiifidcrations of iiuinan.iy afidt} than liici 
anionni of them win Id . f pay. 

Debts due b) lb - L'/jr'p.iny at Madras, 31 AuguP, iruludinp, arr»'ais 1.1 

the nnlltiry, S:. i,r64i’* be it tird to have enenafed R ghr H ■- 

n *ui able Gciulvman nolitc ( Mr. Put) knew it; it was a I’ecrei dili iol'ed to th»* Tira- 
jlirs, oi whicli he s ChajiLeilor of the Exchequer, and he doubted n«t, he wi.iuld 
xior rmni.ou it. * 

By cneie dilallowances, he redurrd the balance of Q^ick Sunk at Madr.T, fi <m 
to l:tr!e more than 5or,riijol. 

“ Of the C^nick Stock at Bcncoolcn, conftft»‘ng of a difference betwica tafti .in*} 
** etfcdls, and the debts owing by the Conqany, ainonnUng, on the igrh of Maich, 

1733, to b.'Iance in favour of tlic Ci>m]*anyof 189, 036 1.” 

He allowed tinly the odd the <'ther io<.',-oo 1 . being clUblifhmcnt, and 

thprefoK on the tooting of are-houfes. Not convertible, unlefs they give up irada—* 
conlcqi.' lUly Jiot applicable to prefetu relief. 

The Quick Stock at Si. Helena, 27,618!. difalW'cd on l!ic fame principle. 

The Qviick Stock in China, 132,596!. he allowed, becaufc conlilling of goods. 

** Quick Slock at Bombay, 15th September, 1782, valuing the rupee at as. 6d. 

Calk and bills 24,663 1 . he allowed.'^ 

*< Goods proNided for EurojK-, 95,145!.” Of tins he di fa Unwed 32,000!. put on 
bpard. two Ihijtb that lailed after the dale here taken, and which wa> in< lucied in tbc 
prior flatenient of g'Mids in waie-Uoufcs j iheicfofe ft aied twice, 14b, "03I. for mililary 
and n.i\al ftoreb , dilallowcd for reafons f'lnncrly given. 

The debts due to the Company ot 6*jL he doubted i>F as much as of the 

unfecured part of RagnbahS debt, for the nal’ons already itaiod. By ihefe de- 
duitlons the debts due by the Company at Bombay amounted to a, 00c, cool, inftc^^ 
of r,79C,coo|. 

He then Hated, that the capital of the Company, advanced by the Proprietors^ 
being to be repaid, or retaken by each Pioprieior, it was to be deducted hkewife, 
a.iiounting to 3,2Cu,oool! 

He next obferved, that there were ncnc of thofc articles that he had deduiled, 
that were nm upon the principl-e on wh.ch Uc had fel out. That the Company's 
Charter was noi expired ; that they wer not to give up trade ; but fliould be aU 
lowrt^ to the extent of the fum of 12,0c ',ocol. which he had originally men- 
ttoned. 

He faid, he had but one obfervacion to make upon the other fide of the 
AfX«*uin. Thofc who made up the Accqurr, had fta'ted as a debt due to Govein- 
mrat, loojOooL being the laft payment ot 400,000!. agreed to be paid for tlic 
renewal of their Charter. He delired the Houfe to obierve, that the fum of four 
^uAdrtd thouland ’ pounds' was not given for that purpoji: j that it wa^ paid 
*“ 3 he Public for iheir right in the Territorial Acquifttions ; and that thofc who 
Irould examine ihe A& of Parliament would find if fo. But the Coort of Propric* 
|ors, which difregarded the Refolutions of the Houfe of Commons, had, on this 
occafion, dared to mifreprefent the Aft of the whole Legiftarure. Hccoocludird 
this able, laborious, and wonderful inveftigacion of the Account, with the fi vtreft 
rri^ures on thofc who had made it up, and prefentrd it; and then w'cnt on in the 
jiigheft; of arguzjienc Ui4 eloquence, to defend the principle of the Bill. 



He olfen'f d, tLit neccfTiiy had heen dcciiu'd ihe tyrant's plea. He Wgged It fm 
jhy rt'iiumbcrcd, that it was allb the I'rermaa's. Tu whal did ftC owe the Revo^r 
jiiiMn but to necchlty ? A ncccluty that luperfcdcd all law^ and was the glorious 
of giting liberty to RngUivl. On the prefent occaiion^ had it not been* 
i^rreed on ail ha-Js, that fomc lacaluie of Uegulation and Reform was necelTar/ 
u.cii rcipcet t > li.dia, Xuy, had not a Right HonouraMe Gentleman oppolite to 
him, and his triciui.'., been ioud in Calling out fqr a frileniy complete and well di* 
gelied. Had they not faid, no no Ltlf mx.ajurcsf But it was now 

eoinplained, that the Bill violated the Company's Charter, What did the Bill 
*77j? ^ VVlVvt did the Bill in 177^^ ? What did the Bill brought in laR year ? Lee 
the i'-arned Gcntlrimn oppofite him [Mr. DutulasJ fay how any elTcdlual reform in 
the coiuiud of the India Company's Aifairs could be made, without touching their 
Ch incr. Did the preient Bill otter more violence to it than the Bill projioled laA: 
\eai ' In what lay the ditfercnc'e? That Bril aimed at lodging an abfolute and 
(Ji'lpotie j'owc'r nt governing in India; this provided a controulabk Governmeut^ 
Km ^ , owerfui one, here at home. To give power, was generally confidered as a 
dangeioo'i delegatio;) ; hut it became more dangerous in pro;ioriion as it was lodged 
at a dilUuco. A virtuous and a wife man might lofe his principle and his under- 
ftanding lu India. Difeafe and luxury might co-opeiatc to enervate; the fight of 
wealth within rcath might win to rapacity; and the once pure mind, weakened by 
chin.irc and example, might be betrayed ro corruption and plunder. 1 he temptation 
warn ot fo great in England. The Coiuinillioncrs v;ere to acK at hand, and to be 
Viider the imniediatc eye of Parliament. Where then was the d.mg'T fo loudly 
trumpeted forth to the world, and fo induilriouny made the fuhj '£1 of ])Opula|^ 
clamour > ' 1 ‘hr Inffnenoc of thcCr<»wn will be mereafed, fay the ennnie.. of the 
Rill. Would it be unneceflanly increalVd ? Would it exceed thr degree of re- 
fponfibihty -vhich Ihould accompany it ? At prelent, and for year.', pad, the Crown 
[tad the Patronage of India in its hands— but how ? In irrefponlilnlity and in feercu 
’’/Vhieh was OTof' to he ch-eaded— Influence in tac dark; or Influence open, know% 
♦nd fuhjcel 10 the controviland cenfure of Parliament > 

Some meafure was admitted on all hands to he necefTary ; if the prefent w'as diiJ. 
approved, thole wlio difajiproved it tverc bound to propufe a better. Perhaps it 
would b. argued, that the dlllrefs of the Company was iMely owing to the bur- 
thens a I'l prcifiuc of ao expenfivc war ; and that what had arifen from a fpeclfic > 
misloitu".' oug It not to he attributed to general mifrule and mifmanag;«iienr. la 
proof tha? this WA'. nor tiuc, he would read a letter from a perfon in a high, re- 
^'onfihl'' lituaiion m India, m jT7a. All, Fo.x then read an extr-oct, which, in the 
languar,.* of convnjtion, attnlnued ill the difallers in India, of that day, to a wane 
9f Vigo. I in the principle of the fyifemof its government, adopted and purfued by 
the Directors at home. The writer of the letter, Mr. Ko.\ faid, was not a favourite, 
authority with him 111 all cafes ; but his politioii carried wifdom in it, and his ar- 
gument was fouiulcd on found policy. The other fide of the Houfe at Icafl, h* 
bopexl, w'oald agree in this, when he informed them that the writer of the letter 
he had jufl read, was no other than Mr. HaiViiigs himfelf. 

That the Bill ought to pafs, li it pafted ar all, with the uiinoft difpatch, a variety of 
rcafujis coucuired lo tdtify. The feeds of war wrre already umn in iiulia, and a note 
Jeft by Sir Eyre Coote, a man whole memory deferv ed every p>irible praiil on account 
of his gallant oClions, atforded alarming pruots of it. The debi af d Irader of th»* troops 
in 1 Lidia, had written I q the Governor of Madras, that the expcMict* and biirthens in** 
aurred by the Company, in confe<iuence of the laic war, cf>ulLl only lie verover.;d in 
india, by a frcih war with Tippoo Saib. Let the Houle paufv up'ni this-*^ theia/' 
rdlc*^ on the laft Gazette, the difpatchcs of which reached the India Houfe, in<l *' 
filled the General Court with ditappointmcnt and difinay, in the very moment that an 
Honourable Gentleman, wh(^ zeal and ardour carried him generally too 
loud in declanogthat all was peace iu India, and congratola<ing the Propnct(»y|» 
the profperous ficuation of their aflalrs. Let the Houfe alfo learn from that Gals^tiQ 
the prefling occafion for an immediate refoiiii of the tioverument* of India. I^et ihe . 
fic the caufe of the difaflera recorded in thole direful difpatches— 4 - anion^^ 

the officers, on the common theme of quarrels in India, the divifion of the fpoil, th^^ ' 
ffifpofal of the plunder taken from the natives ! They vfould learn fn»m.tht; Gazette^ ' 
our anny had ly^ all fuboiilinatipni as they had iettnc from odier pubheations^ 
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that our Ciyil O^'vcrrr'-'n' i’'i I"'*:! h.fH u'tr .ill T!icr»* n ic.'.i ■ 

<i^auli’b to cxpt^t Ji \v;.r ih -re, .inH to i«‘i loiiimDi’u 4tTni\ to tiv oilv \ <j.uii. iv.,: 

the globv, it propd tivJt’s ro j'tr’M ni ’• wi-rr n'-i md miiv n loHni lo. Ia-i I’o- i.i 
{think on the compvt at t**x)iiah, and coinp^r* it v tih tht* ji'iU Ani« le oi the Dit’i - 
five Treary of Peace brt.vcea Grvat Hr-tam a-'d rrani*-, ho v.lmh lv»ih Cloao. i.... J 
themiclvcs to a certain Inic of comiuot KijMciiwp ih*.r Ain**; i.i Z.id'.i. M:. !■' > 
fhvrlt upon this for f«)ine tune, and ifvwcil fiir \\x ni'glu i kMi -i!,/ ii.ul ojif lve;. in- 
voived in a war with Prance, if due tarexv^-, nut uL* n to a\v-.r lUe luililiict. lit. 
ailh painted, tn glowing c-nlours, ihe al-um i*g fi-o.* of the Civij GovonnneiU in 
in confequence of the diircmions between the diiiemit Puiidenuci; Ue he* 

felt for Ix^rd Micairney, for whon he ha<i ev, r tnu-iraund tin- hucMtll . 

Thar noble Lord iud proved hiiuldf the m<»i> owdunt tu diU'cUon tx^.lll home, 
pun'i'r ill principle, and the mo/1 rc^tlous in conduce, fur the national h<>.i(4;r, ol .'.n^ 
Oovf'rnor ever lent to Ind.a ; kit v,-lv> could fay that Lord Macannev luid n.a b •• la 
iiifpcnJedr— na}*, who could I ly that he w. is not at this mil ant a prilomi, .n- thaj ! o 
Kail not ih are d the laic of Liav! Figot^ Alter urging this very ]i*>inlecil y. In- addid 
new argumenta to pivvc rl.': iis'-^cShty f'r parting th- B:il, a»'i«l i.i'O, the alit riion il.ai, 
tlie India Company couli! f;j t n wiihout relief from Go'.erntncnl, vi^as lo ili.t 

ahey well knew, it ihe li.il Irnlecl, Goieruinent r‘»viid illue amxtcnt, and lei/.r .ni ail 
♦heir property vihin a fo.tnn lu. lie laid foither, that he (''pjidcred luil’eiing ike 
Company lo !»oito,w mof, inmie*, , was i»» tail lending tli !*> tlit* linuiry ot tiowrn- 
Incnt Tor whiit they bf no’, %<■<!, and iliM in mu In prui. di d tJirit ioiijih, ne hrlu imn-- 
Jtlf bound to take every po«ulih ms lo niak the fiLiv ot the FlidIic, and the 
*n)fpcriiy of lh^ Company, go hand in h.uid ion, ether. He knew, rhai i,' do. ig loj 
ftc put his iituation, as a M.nilhr, to tlu L,.ia'.]; hut when, upon a gruat luiirinai 
ground he ‘could efiablllii a nitrduie «r o.itc "l ‘luMiy «u.d ulftul, likely to refciu; the’ 
narivea of India from opprHlioii, and favc the h iViuror rlu- to iiiiry from difgrae,*, he 
little Cdud how great llie j'^Tlbnal njqucs were that lie ’A-a-, to ercoentev. 

Mr. Fo.x, m the eourfe of his Ipeih, look nntue ot il.,- India RcgulaLng Bili^ 
whis'h, however deficient ii.]x>iiit ot jiolicy it juii;lit iv lound, would noi, he bi;l.(.\'‘d, 
bethought to b<‘ wanting in regard \o nunieroas eiauU.., or Ihew that JVlinilteis h.ui- 
not fully aj'plicd themfelv<‘s lo th^ j>r» fent lituatiou of Iinha. 'I'hat Bill, hi* laid, in 
alinolVcveiy one of its elaufen, •refir.uncd aiid IciieiKd the exeriifeol the power ot* 
thole who weri? to adl iiiidfrthe authority of tin Bill then hefiav the ilouil*. I'lic" 
two Bills therefore ought to be confidered as it Avert* iopetht», ilie n gulation;. of the 
•no tending t > correct and u*in|/eraiie the other. JMr. Fo.a coiieludtd with moving, that* 
the Bill U* eomiuJtUd. 

Mr. W. Pi’ir defiled the Houle to take iiotitc, that the ground of Kecefliryj 
upon which tin Rjll bad been originally dccUri d lo have nem introduced, was now 
changed; tiiat Necefliiv no 1 iiig'.r leib-d ou the limple, ciiar, and obvious puipoliiionj, 
the Bankriiprcy or Lnc Lad India Cumpa iy, bui wa.*' ih it day plai-ed >n a Itdl .vcaku 
louiuhitioii, but a foundatiun infinitely luon: lallacjou,j, upon the tempr^rary diiirets^ 
of the Company. W'as that a lit pica u? warrant the palling of a Bill, which ojKinly 
fMelied a daring violation or the Chartered Rights of the Company, and proieedcd t<j 
nn immediate lonf • .iiion oi all their .projHf.rty ' Ouglit the Hoe.le to be latisfieil with 
it, event if proved Modihe pohibility ot qunrion.^ J-jk trolled they AvouJd not — he 
trullcd the Hfinfe '.ad loo much regard forilu’r ow'n honour and dignity, loo leru-* 
fiuions ao altPii',:on to jiilLi : , ?ud too'eniifcieniio s an adlurcnee to ilieir duty to thei^ 
tonrtitiients, to fupporr ifie' Mieif'er m one of »hr bol<]«li, m<Ml .unpreeedenicd, inoft 
dcfjxTate ard alarming aticmil. «u iiu» cxcrcile of tyranny, that ever dlfgraeed tha 
aun&U of this or a-iy other country. J he Ri^t Honourable Gentleman, whofc elo- 
quence And whole abilities would lend a grace u- deformity, had appealed to their 
|ia(Kons, a*id preHcd hoin* to their heart*.,, the tliArellfd fituation of the unhappy 
natives of lndla-*ra litualioii which every man mull du/eply deplore, and anaioully' 
whli loi'.'lieve; but ought the Right I funom able Ge.it leinao to proceed to the proa 
v' ddhvnfi d .n>ro!«d, by enforciug ihe rxioft unraralelicd oppi *lUoi\ at home H 
^*s tnc rel:’/'!'* l e ad-nituhered in Aha, to be grounded on violenc*.' and injullicd 
^in Europi; ? Lit the* HouU* turn their ryes to the very cxTiaordinary nianuer in uhnh 
very e.xrraordmary Bill, then under conlidrrati<»n, had been introduced. When the 
^ K.ghi HotouraMt Gcnth min bad opened it to the Houfe on Tuefday feVnnighi, La 
bad urged tiie indJpenfiok ncceflity ol the mcaJim-j as its only ji indication, and .n 
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"> '■•''-Tu mVv to 0 .'- co. \;ct.on «if ilif ITodfe/ he hard (rlvefi fuch % 

«i ihr Cwiu '.M'.v ' .i.’.wr'., a. i'> ii»..vry lo (Iw ulfdi oi almoil every Gemlcrmaa 
j ■ fi v, i,:,ii ilu- -Jo 'll '(■ . IV i>.i Ki-. i is t"i ilu‘ aiiuiunt OI eight milhons [xMr. Post 
/, ,a' /•! A'.'i/I. \i . i.ui', l.L \v.i5 naily to admit that the Right HonouraWe 

1. .lil.jii.io I'.oi t iM-' '. 1 ‘. I.. d lo, l»ot h,. iLoold fi.ll Lontcml, that the manner ilk 
V, hiih tlu' R -v'i i dl.M (linrhiiiao had Uaitd ihrir aUairs, had conveyed that 

Is !u'.l '• to fi'M-iditit d i.) in dlof thof* who had luard the Right Honourably 
It iiad b.m i nr- - L.iiav.d by i\v‘ Public, and it had been entertained hy 
*iv t.'.-iu '.i V, 'l iie R'pjit Hoi'oiirable Genllciiian had himlVU' confelled, he had 
*l or.i'!'!'- . i-i p-*. lormer Itate of the Company’!* alhuii : Onulfions hy 
Kij. , I grois, jMlj’able, and I'vodigioni. WlMt was the con- 

i| ' ^ ii'i ■ ; ii.tsiy~ <Uny un- KlgbL Honourabk* Gi nih man’s liatcntent.* 

! ■ , • Mr a-. i>t thr true llaic of ihcir adairs ; they [irufluce it at the 

‘•.O f: s’. ■ Jt, cJlablilh iis aiiihemit.iry i»y the conLiiin-p.l teftimonyor 

- . /, . . ■ .-.'.I Andiior. W iiai h'lpj-in* then? The Right Honourable 

<, ^ <1, .1 , ’a.ii !i i'i in< niiibent o"* ’niiu u* ihai hi:, own ch.uacui,. and that 
■i.il, i.e dwnc by icfuring and lall-s'yinfc the Coiiiiiany’s it.Uc men: ot ihcir 
;•! ai. , t-' nje enorrnon*: r.rrt'fUPl of twelve niilbons. Arduous and dittlcuU as ihisr* 

, w.. , tlie Rlg’nl H'lnonrabie Gei Lh-uian enter, upon it with a dt-grec of ijurit ‘ 

' viM '.i ..) iliC D- ld'y I's ot hi:. eh.M.i.fl* r. He at’^no**. h dge-> ih.H ih? Company V'* 
j,. , . |i f'.p '.vi (1 (d ii- I n »i'i lo-ne h-iw oi other, «'ud hr- pioceedsm a tnoft: 

1.” . i;. ..ij n..'" • .'!• r-* «’ JeJ a I'Mp » , In ii-id iu:i lohl yon w,.o I’o neccll’ary to 
’,.1!' T. 'ii'.eR.^p’ rh-" . CJ.-n:li nn* I h;id lan iht'-ugh l^n: account with *' 

- !« I l.ty rh.'.t i-, d'..J . m. lelie-’ll - - .h.:uuJi, -n-i d-s.«v'ii"n almoft iiiipolTible. 

M.. I It th’Mi <a \\i ’-'if. ..Lt-e:n,»'ea Mi. i*-) . th'vugh his toinmenfary, • 

a;id(.irii"h w .-.i e,..m tirl»- li-Mnne Up h t variety oi‘ aifertions, to in- 

vHlii.e '!■ « *. "h -rfi .1 i il.'U* ami < rely rr /u»«- ih-T t.rllacy, huwouldi 

".i.e;- r-..'. c i-r U. , th.i: ihi. K‘.ght Hop • i li'.lt* (h ntlo'i'.i't had nnKin ly realbnedt 
'..{'••n fji-i- ol li'e in.liepii u .itei r ih. rs, and wholly palled by" 

soniid -i.'-i o IS m ii. r.:.l in* adurudi , in older to aUeiiam wh.u w’as the true' 
y.;te of ii ■ C n .in-, aith>-‘ He linn enteied into a r. v ifinv\ of the credit fide- ‘ 
of th- Ce.iie-.ni' <’.-?■ ni'.ns, ana e.wleavoured tu Mi» Foe’s- ob/edhto-ms rxH. 
i'-irp. i.-f the .'.'.A-.l L'* I'.e^TTtr th.** foue of his o'.Uerv.ition, ; pon others. Hr 

i h'-i! t*. C‘ , theinli ! es cr< -lit foi 4,Zw.n,^'or' 1 . a* tip* debt tVnriv 

CuM-imr- -1 1 *.h- ' gii/!n k I’-r-/ had aJiaiiei’d the tull j nnCipal of due 

Inn. Ill Co\i.rri.'i-. ..l, ^.hev h.*-l .» to g.ve ihenilelves tr-.i.t l-n tlu' whole ot it;*^ 

Ji d tin; tji'.rc elp<!.iJlv, as t-n d.e * iher hdr they n.'ide thuii* ‘h.t-., debtors for 
1. hoir-iA'i il, to • naiile then. ! the i-un in Gi-vernm.'nt .>r4,2oo,of'ol.' 

The iri.-inf V di -. Im InhliiU nee of i i - foin :-s in a lornv-r war, ruM!-- expemes ' 
riie csji.ihtioi'. jgainft M.U'.illj, ..nd lor hofpital exp-nees, he .ui > rea'uned upon^ 
to ihc'.v .h.n till* C.jTi;'r..rv were not to hlame for ir.t-Tt.UE; ihi.-fn on the 
. 'iihi I’de r ri eir aetour*. Thi\ Right Ilouour.ih'n G.;.uli;nv.n, he laid,. 

^ .11 luth a h t'.V talent oi ’■endernu', e\en tin dry.il f'iljt«cl llv.-ly, tiuL liiv 
;*!. •.r.irii ilJitioi. ro thar;^/' ol u>x .i^iljperny for bieajl in i'M.t.t J 's tavexn bill^ 

\ heii he . Jill to laki. ip.iIlc o' the i-";. 1. amount of Ixlver nmjin.i.g iti the TrCA-*- 
fniv '..f the India i.’p'up.iiiy, had io iar iiis laiicy, that ir w.ij not till <l ttii- 

ti.’te ..r two ..fu’i v...uiS, tiuf he elaiictd .• s eye a little hivhtr mi the r<-me page of 
the C.-rnpan At-vouni, and Ja-A an tuuy of monev to the anp.uic of r42,794k 
Put dw\l: ujoa this lor foine iiim, and went lnDt> a d.-hi-ltiin of rh^jbfer- 
Vattoiib of Mr. Fox uwjn the entry ot 2h.^,575l. for Bond-i, whiLh he ihenuoulljr 
nuinialr.ed the Com j any had a right to give ihemfclves credit for. He alfocmercd 
into a long arguinciu relipceiing ihc fum^. trcdlled for ircJghis paid, delendm^ “ 
them from* Mr. Fo.'.'i objefi’tioiia. He lihewife defended ihc e.itry of 253,6x6!. «3 ' 
the *r.ilnc of the Comi-.ni}‘s houfes and buildings in London, declaring, rbat as thfe. ' 
.Company undeilhmd liumlclves to ilai-d ihaiged with bankruptcy, they felt it necef* ll- 
Jh:/ to Hate the value of the whole ot ihe.i Affets in the fchedulr of the panicu- 'is 

2 . *r' ol tl.c.i n'Kitc. He rcafoned foi Ibme time on the alleriions of Mr. Fox vfon 
Che pdme coil of four cargoes on their palVage frcitrrRengal, and fald, notwjthiland- • 

aiguijiCins of the llunourable (}eiuk*m.in,^ that when the freight and dutic* 
v-erc paid, there would be a lol'c rather than a profit on tfic invcftracnc ; he belicvcdf 
ihc reverie y-r-ld be the fail, .'"vr he gsneraiiy uadcaAood, that when an invtftn.enfr 

w« 
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wii rtiii m In4ia> tbe prime coft ’Aai at Icaft J -jMcJ In the prifc the c.ir^''M 
Inched 111 KngfanU. lie opnofr'd Mr. Fo<'> GbAn ’.c. nis r»n tiir JitFcrrnt enciwit 
iMider the head of Quick Stuck at the Van'ka? l'ref:il..nt les oi liengjl. Madia ., and 
Bombay, and at Bcncoolen andChiuaj cc-.'.iraJi.'tsng ma':y of th'-in, and upholiiiii^ 
the Company in rheir ftatement. Xc dctlarLil, he <l.il fi'>t knnw what the Right Hc'^ 
Gentleman alluded toi rcittive to the private 1 ‘t bi iin. jr.ed b v thi Mad. as Frefidem y. 
With fe-gard to thedebtsdue from Aloph ul D«.wlah and the Nabob of he faid, 

the Hono'iraMcGcntlcmJtn had taken advatitagf >ji ihofc ra< 5 fs rc ilil'play hjs oiatory , 
tliac thf: Iluule was loll in a Wa/c of elo<juaifc; and I'o dj/y,hd with the luflre and 
lirilLancy of the Right Honourable G;iiitRmdn’s talents; th.i' they wcu- deprived of 
the eaereifcot theiy ffher real'un, and rcrakred ..'..ornpetent i * *Ligh the nnipnety 
of the Cumpany’s making any nuntiem of debts; fonic of which tliry fXT.rtfsly do- 
^htrrd would be lingering in fiicir payment, and others tliey at. kmiv/li clgrd t-. If pre- 
CftTMus. After going ihiciugh the whole of I’lc obk-rvaiions and r.KJcrl.ons ot Mr.. 

and conreiiding that the Fight lioi ourahl'i Oenilciiian IniiJ ir.utoriii^y dedn cl 
any toil of difenmination as to the ditiircnt p.n'’tls oT rime that the 
4 cbtb Wf.uld come them, but had argued, as if the wlude weic. due at the , :i-- 
ie.nt moment ; Mr. Fitt laid, the Utt ma»»cf urged agalrfl the Company, vr/. tiir;:' 
C«j)ital, «'a .| to Ills mind; tlu molt '•'C'raorc'nary cl thing hr hud ever riu^ 
'With. He had often heard, when trjdeis wtVt liankruj-r-, o.* when it became* nr : • f 
litTy that thru allairs fhould be veil d .n tl.t hard*, nf [ruiiecM that it n.-i- iniinn* 
fient on t'netn to ditlovet the wb'ilc at?i*.cn» of tlicir ih'his to cihir**, h il h‘* n. . 
tci'ore knew, rhai ii wm: either in. umb' v'.t cu then* toll.ite, or lUtcUary lor tlu tu - 
diioi:. to know, how iiiiith they owed to iii/mfi lee . Having i>ut this very , 

Mr. Fitt denud that th- ic was my d-.tu -i ih\ \v’.nie-,<'. In tlv t (.’.; pitalj canruui:ng 
on the other hand, thJt the Company, though dilirelhd, w'cre by ho fneans irl >1-' 
rent, and that they ought t«i h. £li..v.i.d an ojij^oirniuty rif proving the whole of iheif 
^aCemrni of their .if*i:us, at the Bar of the Itoole. 'I'his pofition he argued veij 
Vlaboratcl) , and faid, as jt was. pcructly reahmahlc to the He.ufc tiiiv to en- 

«{UtiT into and r,\at]un<; the truth of the {.iper* then on the tabh, the fa!(hood of 
which oup.hi not to he taken' for granted, upon the bare airertions ot the Seeretarv 
<#f Statc^ lo introduced and made as they had been, he ihould hnpt. llui^ <;otiid 
aio.ohj^iiliun to adjourning the debate for j tingle day, and thould therefore n ferve 
Ins leniifncnts upon the principle of the Bill for the prelent j and move tliat the 
“ be adjourned till lo-inorrow [FruiayJ morning.** 

Mr. Fo.x replied to Mr. Piir, and lialed* that ne had not o'.i/‘s.‘tcd lo th» C'^m- 
pa 9 vV claim of calh, including their t.onn-, hm had only obit rved u, on it. W'lth 
ci'gard to the fecret debt ot the M.idras Gov.*rnm<nt, he laid, he htid alluded lo a 
kirge debt incurred, which that Gov* rniTi'’m had been allowed to draw Bills for hv 
the lall BviarJ of Trvafury. In fejdy to what Mr. Fitt had faid on the fubjert of 
tlwf Company's not being accountable h>r their Capit.il, he ohfviwrd, that tlicif 
Capital belonged c>j the Frupiieturs, and Govt rnment v.i. as tniuh bou-.ul lo hvd. t«a 
th^ir Iccuriiy, ns to that of the Public at 1. g'*, in regard to revenue, duties, &c. 

Lord Noil fN directed his fpoeih lo iwo | ointi., the reiuiarnui of Mr. Plti*j :irgu- 
mmit againlr ^Kc Bill, and agaiuH Mr. Fo/s ohfcr^yitlons and objcdtions,- as urgei 
with rclp^^t to the Eall liidi.i Company’s It. ♦ibf their allairs ; and tis the u fciunj 
thy> Bill illelf frtoin the •>blo<]uy with which it had Iwcn loaded, 'fhe Right Honovi- 
able Gentleman who fpokc lall. Ins LiTdlhip ohferved, had called the Rill an unpre- 
<reci«hled attempt tc eltahlllh a viyl.uion of The Chartered Right' of the Company; 
4tnd ifti iitirnediafic cuntiication of ilr n Froj erty » this charge was a weighty cue, 
■‘kut.It was noc true. 'I'iiat the Rill- infrinpj^ uj on the Charter of the Eail-Intli* 
Cxunfiany, wa^ nndousHcdly the caiV; Wui w:*h the Bill, itA tar as it was confiilered in 
pAtait view, unprecedented ? No fucW thing. 'I he Biil lu 177 brought' in by himfelf; 
*Woich reii rained the CNcrcife of eiee.rion^ and deprived the ^of flock holders of 
votes, wa*; an infringement of the Company’s Charter. The Bill giving Go- 
..Vemutent the power of appointment to otliccs in liufia, in fomc tnflances^ and thd 
Pafliament a power of nomination in others, was equally an infringement of riic' 
Charter. The Bill brought in laft feffions by a learned Gentleman, who had bettt 
Cli^IrinifR. of the Secret Cominittee, propofeJ a regulation,* dearly fotmded on a vir.i 
larion of the ComjHiny's Charter ; in iayiirg ihia,- ite meant not i.V mfimuite th.t 
was toy bl^odue to that learned Gentleman, The uccclitt) of the cafl* ivn- 
• _ derei 
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turf'd it impuHlible to attempt any regulation, at all llkely.to pftme 
vjoKtung oi' the* Coinpany’i. Charter. He therefure, for one, tiiawlc no fcruplc to *il- 
cnir, that the Bills he had joopoled, trenched upon the Company's Charterod Right* ^ 
rluy cciriinly did I'o ; and if theie was any guilt in having been the Minifter who 
pi.iprtled 1 'in.li a iiicafurc, he ddired lu he ranked with the other Criminals* Bnt 
While CirntUiiien were prone to accuse upon this grouiW, let them examine the na- 
ture Ilf the lafc a little, and fee huvw a violation of the Charter Could be avoided.* 
'''he Condtiuiioii of the Company, as it ftood at prelcni, v;as a<lmitted to be abfUPi^ 
and ni .it in.uU*t|uate. The Court of Dire^ors were the no^ninat MiniBers rtf the 
C'rtiM'any ; they pave orders to the Company's lervants in India ; tlie Company**, 
Ipuia difohi-ved ihofe orders, and having an inllucnce upon the Couri of'. 
Pr->;'iiei'M‘s at i. une!. the Court of Propneioi'i* ovrr-ri+led the Court of DirC^ojs# 
f'his KIs Loid'.lup ohferved, a perrtct ir»themaiical figure, but it was very mr, 
fnnn a prrtift J'♦-lltlLal one. The Houfc had heard that the Dirc(Jlbra W'rote 
it-rr ‘ts ; this t.eu,'.lniy did them gteil ejedit ; hut, from the circumltanccs abovc:-^ 
in •■'.li'iued, nothing was ever done i« toufcquence, and all the imixirtant bulineft of 
tiie Company emied where it .bepan — in a fine letter. It was admitted, on all 
hand-, that lomcthing was nts-'dlary to be done.; hut the Honourable Gentleman 
had I'a.d the nccelliiy was not made oef, and the Company had not l)cen proved to be 
Bankiupts: His Honourable* Collergue had not charged the Company with being 
B,mkruj't . liut he would venc^rt* to lay, rb.;t h.id private and individual traders done 
a-, nuu h as the Coippany had done, in vanoiis mll^nces, they would have commir^^d 
rtitj ol ba*'kruptcy. The Company owed ir.cney whit h they could not pay. The 
CornjMay were liable to many demands, w'hich iltey were unable to anfwcr.^ and they 
iivowed ibur. dill ref', to be luch, thuu without relief from Government, ^they coultt 
not go on. i'lie,Rlglit Honourable Geutleiiv^n laid, the Bill lor'/ifuitetl the property 
of the Comjxiny. If he knew the meaning of words, and he owned he was not io 
convi-rfaiu in them as the Right Honourable Gentleman, ©r as he had hern in tli* 
earlit r periods of his life, Confilc.ition meant the fei/ing uppa property, with a dc-* 
dign u> approprj.ite it to the ulc of other chan the right owners. Was this the cafe ? 
Did the 'Bill fay a fyllahle about lowering the dividend, l>r^au:ing in upon thcrxclti- 
five trade yi the Company, or taking away- any one of ihciicoinmrrcial advantages f 
Whore was the c'»nijfi ,nhni then ? That a rtgulntion was <.ec\'flfary, every body al- 
lo.vt'd; ami would it In- contended, that the powers exertifed under a conlHturion^ 
proved by <*\pe. lenc'e to b». .ii.vv^«‘quarc lo the government of our tcrritorul acqui- 
firion'i, and ihc management of ». r territorial revenues in Indio, ought to be cn- 
I'ullt'd under a new coiulirution, in the lame hands which had proved incapable ♦£ 
diiecMing ilicm with efi'eft for fn many years together. A new fyilcm was abfohiteljr 
nccelVaryn and neeeflary immediately ; cither that propofed in the Bill ought to be 
Adopted, nr thofe who objeited againft- it, propofe a wifer. Having thus generally 
-ipiikert to the general fubjecT of the Bill, his Lordllrip entered upon an cxamiaaiion 
1 1 Mr. Pitt’s remarks on Mr. Fo.\’s obfervations and obje^ions, controverting and 
irfiiilng Icveral, and clearly Ihcwing fnmi the nature of each, that another day 
would throw no new light upon the quoftion upon which the Bill ought to reft. HiS 
Lordlhip t '.plained I'uth of the entries in the Company's ftate of their affairs as had 
! oinc under his togniz.ance while at the Head of the Treafury, particularly mention- ' 
ing their claim on account of the expeticcs of the e.xpcJltion to Manilla, which, lie 
iCiud, had inv'ii fully ccnlidcred by the Board of Treafury, who had long lince cte* 

. lared they had paid as much as they thought the public ought to pay On that (cOre« 
'i'hr* Holpiial ICxpcnces he Uatcd rflU> to Hand exactly on a fimilar footing. He then' 
wi-p.L through the other articles, and fpofte of the debts due from the Nabob Afa«b . 
ill DowlaU, and the Nabob of Aijcot, pretty much at large. Hb Ihewed, that tfe. 
poverty of the Latter was not to be aferibed to the diftrefs occafioned by an expCndVlK. 
jind calamitous war, Hydoi- Ally having never invaded'that part of the Carnatic, and'.'- 
ilw- country having been folHy in the poiTeflion of the Britiih, though the face of it 
had, he bcLievod, all the appearance, of having been ravaged and defiroyed by ils 
enemy. His Lordlhip alfo faid fomcthlng about the Northerti Circars, which wedeJ 
i.'>t 1 ighlly underlland. After being very copious in reply to Mr. Pitt; after urging; 
till.- nreeflity that I'oine mcafure with regard to India Ihould be adopted imtiledialely« 
ri'iiiinding iK(- Houle that his Majefly's fpccch from the throne,, at the Commcace* 
t.iriic of the laR fcliloii, called upon them to turn their attention tv the tf&iri ofthdia 
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' Utam 41 tKejf'po/KMy coylJ; repeating his argum^U, rtat the prefent Bill wjj 
aot oppreilivC) denying that it gave more inliuencc than rel'poj.libility to the Ci«nrn 
or the Minillers> and Ihewing cleaily, that the other llagrb ot parliamtntai) proi 

t reihm throu|;h which the Bill muii pals, would ailord lo much i iwc for iumMu- 
ation and dilculfion, char there could be no rcat'onabk ph-n advanced to prove the 
propriety of the prefent motion for an adjournment: liis Lordlhip loneluded ^ 4 lth 
declaring, that he ihcyld vote againft the qudlion moved by the Right Honourable 
Oemlcman, and Ihoold be for the BiU's going to a Committee. ; 

Commodore Johnstonk replied to Lord North and Mr. Fox. He obferved, 
fhatthe noble Lord’s fpecch was full of abrur^Uics and contradidions. He pledged 
him/elf to prove the accounty on whjch Mr. Fox had lo freely remarked ; and he 
patticularly noticed, what he termed the Art of the Right Hrtn. C;entlcm.in, who,, 
W confoupding dates and places, had attempted to m-ii?eau tiii: >Ioufe. He .sverred, 
that the debt of the Nabob of Oude, wpuld he paid, without the practice « i any of 
thofe feverities which the Right Honourable Gentleman had fo pathci.cally de- 
feribed. He appealed to General Smith to prove the populoulnefs and the t tent 
-of Oude; the Honourable General, he faid, knew Oude and the late Vizkt, I'roMi 


.whom he had received fome civilities, pcrfe&ly well. He contended, that ir wa^ 
not from the cv pnrtt evidence of the Select Commitiee,i or from an artful mihliHic- 
sneni of fadts, that the Company ftiould be punilhed, by the forfeiture of its Chaiirr, 
bur by fpccific charges, to which fnecilic arifwcrs might be given. He denied 
that the Company were in any thing like a ftate of bankruptcy. They were under 
circumftanccs of temporary dilbefs, he acknowledged, but their affairs weie prot 
tnifing, and their cudlt good. The Right HonouruLlc Gentleman had faid, that as 
they ffood indebted to Government tor duties, and were in need of affillance, Go- 


vernment was juihlicd in feizing upon the Company’s Charter, to fccure ibe public 
Revenue. This was a moft ur.juft argument. The Company had fulHcient credit 
to raife much nnne than they now wanted, without the aid of Government, but 
their hands were tied by aq Aft of Parliament. Thus Governmenr firll created a 
difability, and now meant to take a moiV unbandiome advantage of it* In the 
conclufiori of his fpeech, the (Commodore declared, that at a Proprietor, he would 
to the UiV moment, the fallacious and unjuftihable proceeding now going 
forward, and that he would fooncr lofc every (hilling of Hock he polfeflcd, than 
confent to preferve it, by fupporting 4 Bill, which mutt eflcittually deftroy the 
Rrhilh Conllitution. ' / ^ 


The M.u(juis of Graham made a detfrmined fi’ccch againft the Bill. Hr faid, 
that he had once great pcrfonal efteem for Ljofd North, and a high oj'inion of him 
- at a Minittf r, which he had fufficicnily evinced, by the fuju'ort he had given him ; 
hut he could pl.-’ce no ciinfidencc in men, who, from an inordinate eagernefs to grafp 
at power, had broken through every pretenfion to political charafter. He prailVd 
Mr. Fox's abilitiet, but dreaded his ambition. The Bill is, hr faid, fraught with 
the mott .iwful circumilances againft the freedom of the Houfe. We haw long 
';CQinplained of the weight and oppreffion of prerogative ; but uh* prop 0 f. 1 l under pre- 
fenc agitatioTi certainly tends to add to the load »f that tyranny which we .alrendy 
i'cltoomu. h. It opens a fehrme of ao.b'tjon and influence to Minitters, unpio- 
Cedented in the annaU of Parliament, ai.d has a icndcT.cy to fubjeft us to thejif 
government and controul. It has been introduced by an ffonourable Secretary, 
-Hrhofc private virtues I rtlncif, whom I efleem as a friend, but who poffefl'es a dc^ 
Ju^on of aegumenc which fometimes intoxicates inyfclf, and which, under the ci^ 
cunrittance of his great ability, mutt be extremely dangerous to the Hoofe. How 
diffcmit are the propofals and fuggcAlons on the prefent occaflon, of the Honour* 
“‘inble Secretary, from thofc of his in a former fituarion at .mother period. 1 ob- 
ierve him fmile; but I kno\v that the mrafures which on that flde of the Houle 
V imiles on and fupports, on the other he would frown on and reprobate. 1 own 
myfolf, therefore, averfe to placing any confidence in a man fo incoherent in his 
ieniitticnts, and (b vcTfacile in his principles. When 1 enter, into this Houfr, t 
tjim astiofcd, pleafed> and almott faiisfied and perfuaded by his fophittry ; but when 
I rccaUmy realbn, and recover from this dehtfion of argument, 1 find it mott pru. 
^nt to revert to thofe c ool and temperate ideas which 1 had originally formed oa 
.fheiubjcA, from its more deliberate afi»rfts. For this rcaion, 1 have no confidence 
sp ^ has propofed the Bill, nor in thof< wlio lu\c fupponed it. 1 coi^ 

demq 
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icmn it in its ptinciplc, xnd view it as inimical tb ihc iAterefis (jf PitllameDtj ^ 

the lafety ot the Halt India Company, and ihc Welfare of the Publtc. Its banefUi.* 
Atil'.iciuc has already been Iccix within thefe walls. It is an open attaci on 
llbci-ry of dll Britiih SiilijedU. Ii is an infringement of our rights, as natives of n 
free country. It is ihaking our ConflIiu«.ion, that beautiful fabric, which was tho 
envy and admiration of the world, and Tapping its very foundation^ Becaule th# 
iicitrutilivfc nleafures of a noble Lord (Lord North) Kacl brought this once Bov*., 
rtiliing country to the very bnnic of min, we were now to apply remedies; biiC 
the remedies were of a dcteAable nature, and delerved the reprehenlion of cveqf 
Member in that Houle, who had any regard for his country, lie vehemently dc* 
clared, that if loch hullile mcafurcs Were to be carried on by people in power, hr^ 
for one, would freely fay, that he would never chufe tu enter again into thac 
Houfe. He Hill hoped, that no Minlfter would dare, although they fmiled appro^ 
bition at one another, to cothmic fuch an infraflion of every thing thac was deac' 
so the narrlc of Britilh Subje^St , 

General Smith replied to Comniddore lohnAonc as fdozi as the Marquis of 
Graham fat down ; and hdving fatisfaftorily explained the infinuation of the Com- 
xhotiori-, relative to his haying received civilities from the Vizier of Oude, he went 
into a defeription of the tiiiances of the Nabob Afoph ul Dowlah. He alfo llate4 
foine accounts of the fituation bf our a0*airs at Bombay and Madras, according to, 
the lalt letters hd had received ffoni Indian which tended to prove the iiccelfity o£ 
an immediate regulation and rcforqi* 

Sir RtCHAKD Hill began with declaring, that it was a fixt principle in optics, thaC 
all objtfts itruck the eye of the beholder differently, according to the medium or 
light through which they were viewed. This niaxim was fullv verified by an ex- 
periment made In April lafi, by only moving the Right Honourable Secretary 
from the fide ol the Houfe on which Sir Richatd flood, to the other. Flace4 
'arhere he now was, hcview^cd the Bill iri his hand as calculated to " remedy.all 
*• thole alanriing diforders; which have Idng prevailed, and filll coiiiinue, in the 
•• management of the Terriioriil PoflciTions, Revenues, and Commerce of thefb 
** kingdoms, in the lull Indies,” 2cc. 

^ But had fuch a Bill been brought in by Adthiniftfation, when the Right Ho- ‘ 
n'^urablc Gentleman fat on the other fide of the Hoiile, it would have apjieared ttl 
him in very dirtorent colour^ indeed. He doubted not but the Right Honourable 
Gentleman wculVl have viewed it again and again} through two glalfes which he 
always carried about with isiia. He meant lus macnifyi:io gUfs, and his MUL<s^ 

TIP L VINO glaL. 

In the former, his magdfywg glafs, it would have appeared big with the 
alarming danger of encreafing Crown Influence, at\d of axtending Miniftcrial Power/ • 
which things were always the Buggybtywt and Bawhead and Sloody-hmes^ with 
which the Right Honourable Secretary uled to terrify his prefent €ara ffo/aj be- 
fore ihofc two perfons were joined together in holy matrimdoy. 

Blit he meant not here to f^ieak agaiiiR the Coalition, or td fay any tiling per- 
Ihnal, as he hoped his Majefty’s pfelent MIdiften would propofe Tuch iheafurca is 
he Ihould be able to cojiefci with. In the latter, his multiplying glaG, all the evils 
which the Bill now tended to prevent, with aopoo more; df ripinc, injuftiec* 
cruelty, violation of Rights and Charters, weakening of Paiiiamentary faith; 

Would all hav^ danced before his eyes at once. / 

Now, Sir Richard alked, what was the caufe of that difference, (ince the msii 
viewing, and the objeft viewed, were identically the fame ? U was plainly . 

td fome ftropg rays- of a Jidc light that dirted from the Ea/l, and perhaps a litild 
horizontally ftoin the North, upon the pupil df the Right Honourable Secretary's ’ 
eye ; fo that without having recourfe to the felutiods of a Newton, a Prieflley, • 
a Franklin, they might allinn that it was certainly that feme NorA^EaJi 
which had fuch a powerful effect upon the feeing (or to fpcak mor^ -philofephicailv^ - 

the vtfive faculties of the Right Honourable Secretary. But, he faid,. that * 
Right Honourable framer of the Bill was never without either of the dliffes lie hhi 
mentioned, though,. as he obferved, things appeared very diffetBAt ter- hmlf according 
to 'the medium through which he looked, and whether tik patcScIes of mstcar cS 
Ww«h he was Mttpofed Wore riated dn thac^do Hosft oy the o(h« 
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oti tfiltjnfuftnius Btrich, on'uhich the (vn always fliore, when lic vicwrjl! 
ifteBSlt through his magnifying in tht, lirll place, ii nuleh aggrandized himfolf/ 

aii4'all his influence a Miniltcr ofStaie, jnfoinucb, that Ir lf)uktd as if hr ically' 
C«uld carry the India Hovtie on his back,- as a pri:n jull publilhed liuflioroull) roj re- 
ihited him to be doing. 

‘'Secondly, it a^randhccd*UlC Cfven Cornmiffi'mers, or i/o/y and ilui: 

«|^ht Aihitaht DzreA:ors. 

Thirdly,* it a^andlzed- needy adherents, and raifed rtic.-ti from tillipuiians I'a 
J^obdiHa^iam and Patagottians, 

■' As to the Right Honourable Gentleman’s glaH,, as he at prefent hrlJ 

it up to look- at the Bilibin the firft place, it greatly multiplied li.i-nds and iobbersV 
^ho would- ftii*. to him at every pmch--^:*<f» Jtocs, ct\-r b'.of. Secondly, it inul- 
itplied all his various int^refts, all his conneftions,' and all his povM-rs,- not only at 
Sioine in this country,- but by fea and land,* and all over' the globe. iSui wbrii" h^t 
iaid, that it multiplied all his powers,- he muft excepi: his intellectual powers and hr. 
powen of eloquence, as hr really thought thcle could not bf^magnifird or multip. icd. 

Thirdly,- which was by far the beft of all its multi|>lylng powers, it multiplied the 
siipees and the guineas, if not to the nation, yer to the happy favourite'., who \%cia 
to rtlU* the fwcets of the Bill for Jive tuh»/e ytitn to come. 

And now leaving optics, Sir Richard Hill faid, he would make aftt eafy tranP- 
lion (at Icafl- hr would inaki* a rranlnion. whether an eafy one or not) from all. • 
gory to the Bill itlVlf, ihc particular parts and cl.tufcs of which he Ihodld leave to 
Ws dilcufied l*y ihofc who were much more f qnal to fo great a work than he w.is. 

' Hc lhnuld therefore only obfirVer "tth regard to the principle arid fpirii of the 
!Bill In general, ihav they apnan.d to him fo cxccedingl-y oppofitc to the whole 
{M:nius of the Confl 'tiiiion, and to tho!c benign laws by which it was fupuorced,. 
that the I)irc«{hr)rS were hnrdlv allow-ed the privileges which in courts of juditaturc 
•virerc granted CO felons j for in cafes of felony, feiiUrc and confifcaliort never took 
iHaee till after conviftion, -Wi'hercas, in the prefent’ iriftance, the parties were not 
efven aecuftd of any fpecific crime. 

But (hould the Kill '»als that Houre,’(ihc Houfb he hbprd would pardon the fup- 
|ft)lilion) it muft afford much latisfaAion indeed to thofc -who were nearly imerelled 
Sh it, cftMicially to the body of petitioning Dlreftursj that they had "a powerful 
friend in the othbr Ifoufc to plead llieir caufe, and to fupj>ort their rights ; he 
meant the noble Proteff ing Puke at the Head of the Treafury Hoard, who, whew 
fhc Eaft India Rf^ilaring Bill waJ; brought in, juft ten yvirs »*«.», (which Kill did 
■rtprgo near fo far as the prefent) tcftiricdUiis- hearty diffcrii frOm it in the follow'^ 
Jpg ft-rong terms : 

' i. “ Becaufe it* was not only an high and dangerous vitdation of th« yn unquef- 
■» tinned Chartet of the Company,* but a total fubvcBjon of aH'ihe principics of 
**■ the- law and tonftitutlon of this country. 

^ . 2 . ** Becaufe the eleflion <#f executive officers irt Palrlfaihcnr, is plainly unpon- 

lUtutionaVprodurtivc of intrigue and iMiou, and calculated for extending ». 
** corrupt influen'.c in the Crown. It fre* i Minifters from refponfibiliiv, whjlii ic 

'leaves them '*1! tine eKe£l of patt«3nagc.’'' 

This's ^rotefted thfc noble Puke, and Sir Richard doubted net bur he would be. 
ariftcady in his- prir€ipl«i till death,- as the much-lamented Marquis who joinedi 
■with him in the ProU'ft. 

Ifte remetTiherod that the Right Honourable Secretary averted, • when this Bill wai' 
j)iad«hc firft eimei that charges of peculwioe were wiih-held, becaufe money was 
ient'oicrto the TftrciV'oxr,* which ftopi>ed their months, and prevented their com- 
f»I]^Uit$* He doubted not but the Right Honourable.Gemlrnnn bimfclf /r/z what, 
to faid, wh<^a he Verted ,llii« ; and that the fame Right Honpuiable Gentlcmaa 
tliaV money had, indeed', a wondetful power' of flopping, mouth v 
mens language, (and even their connedlions);’ yca^ that oucdldii 
fk}i»t »id of mufle^ that it. had' 

— ia fo§thft^ the favuge hreajt,' 

oak\ 

iHit ^^w^ftrtt'M-jvttirdene firths'e»rebfR>«r cliefrf|>'Kmairied-yct to be proved. 

• ' ^ ' Bcf^rt 
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lit fore h'6 fat down, he mnft ohferve, th^t it ought to 
Jtrft Cfjiunicrcial Cjiy in the world had exprdied a dirapprobatlain'orchiaBiJ!| by d**'* 
icnruiiiiis', in Common CouiumI k* |tf,nttiuu the Houfe agalnll itt And hemuftad^j^' 
th.li he was happy to fee lo tull an attendance upon a m«tt^ foeh vaft conl^ 
tjwfsue ; and that notwithllanding the Right Honourable Secretary nw^ unKand^ 
fonul in his opinion, vefuled to put oil' the feconiT reading of the Bill till tht d^f' 
of rill' Call; though by way of apology for that refufal, an HonoitFable! Friend oi' ■ 
his, and a great ornament to his profeflion^ nihied^ in his nxerdea- l^teech, hoar >a 
w-^as poifible for the Gentlemen who were t« be fiifAmoned to- attend th« CaBrClr' 
make themfehes mallei s of this insiioKant bulinefsi whilft they were coming up 
uoll upon the road ? Sir Richard Hill (aid, he wilhed always- to learn wlidom from 
ilit .'irgumeniit of his Honourable Friend, as every body mnA who atsended 
him. He would i>eg to aik in return,- what profound knowledge of this Bill' were;’ 
tliofe CiLT.ilemen likely to enter the Houle with, who haehbeen roni^dout'of theilr 
bcd^ at one, two, or thiee o’clock In the mornings by rhe arrival of Minifterialr- 
Mcircngi lb, with mandates to- mount them up to town with the celerity of air'bal- 
loons, in Older that they might he in time enough for the divilioA that evenings 
VVliJV was to inform and determine the judgment of thofe Gentlemen, on that ar-r 
dumib occalion } Why, they were to look at the Trealury Bench, to caft their eyes 
round the Houfe, to lee who faid Ayr and who laid No, Vfho went out and who Itaid 
in i and upon thofe ifieriis were to depend the annihilation of an attdent Charter^ 
rhe- cliar.iitcrs of many refpe^tabh- indii-iduals, and the fcxzure of goods aiftl pro- 
perty. in Ihort, the fate of C:erar and of Rome. 

Mr. Rkskisc began with obferving, that if the Houfe were to -adjourn iu de-' 
liberations nil thofe Gentlemen informed themielves, who feemed to fet all infor- 
mation at detiance, there was an end of all proljjedl’ i>f dccilion. On the day the 
Bil! was firtl: propol'ed by the Right Honourabh* Secrclary, the Honorurabie Gen- 
tleman who had moved on that day for an adjournmeut mr further confidefaliony 
had boldly pronounced it to be infamous in principle, and ruinous in policy, and 
that it did not dcfeivcone moment’s rcfledlion, defiring, however, at the famW^ 
time, a v/rek tf> refledt upon if. But even that contradiftion, grofs as it muH: ap- 
pear, w'as nothing to the propofithm of that day j foflhe Honourable Gc‘ntlcni^)| 
after once more dcclamiing againll the Bill, as radically defective in all its prin- 
ciples, and pronouncing upon the impolTibility of its being endured for a moment 
by the Houle, ycl begged fh:tf i; might not he tnjfled to its determination, and; 
alked one day to examine iiiio tlu* coinaiems made by Mr. Fox upon the Company's ' 
Accounts, as being abfoluu'ly nr ..tlfary to guide ihcir determination, though h«f 
had faid not amornent before thrft, that the Company’s folvcncy, or infolvcncy,. had 
nothing to do with the quellion, a> no Bate that could be imagined, would cure 
Che idjjodkions he found to the injuftirc and impolicy of the proceeding. 

Would the Honourable Gentleman Band np and declare, that if he fMr.ErBcineJ 
B-ould throw him his pencil acrofs the table, and fary, blot out thofe figures thattt 
.arc t«> be found in the Acrouiir, and iiifeit any others you think fit, that there 
any poifible Bate of the Coiiip.'iny’s-AH^irs which hocpuld form out of Bgures, thad 
would bring hifn round to vote fur the Bill ? Would ht* fay fd as a man of hoaouf ^ 
And if not, was it not a moft palpable fdf'evident fdan orproccailination, to dei|re 
time TO know whether thofe obfcrvailons on the Accputjts were true, whkh^, 
•whether true or falfe, he could not pretend to fay would change anyouaof hit 
^liug iVntiincncs on the fubjeiR ? That faeJt conduAi however, could notb^utdc-* 
privc them «>f one vote ; for that a« Honourable O^tfi^ao (Mr. MuBlty) hAd a 
Ikrle- before dechiTed, he Ihould approve of the-' adjournment, unlefs he could be 
convinced that it was a mere feheme of delays and that as he khew thaV Gentle- 
man's mind too well, not' to be certain that ruebabfurdky and cohtradiOicn woulii. 
Ihock and difguB hii7i,» he -would venture to count upon him a't Baying^ in thtr '* 
Moufe on the deeifion, upoiv. his promifr, that his vote-waa to^de^nd* upon hi® 
belief of what no man of hia irnfe could ddbelicve. Mr. J&fklne Caid, that tKa 
whole plan of moving the adjouvnmem, was firft lo'de'claim thomfelves .afeaiuft the 
Bill, and then to move a new iTiucBb^i, to prevent tKe' lupj^iiAera.df *thu lUll fnin* 
defending its principle^ and vindicating i»s necrfiuy ; "that it’ might gb fdnh into 
thf world, Aal ihofc who fupported Mihiflrfs, Ifadno rejaon .but corruption^ ‘ 
^vc for ibcit oondudt s Thu-s the BiH wfr, tooc ericd'dowa'vfithia- the Houfe,. by 
« - uscae'amng; 
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* Jhom&Rtng and Wemperitc declamation; and wicliout it| by prints and fiahd-Milf: 
jBjjic he thought It a duty he owed to himfelf and to the Public, who/c voice he 
^peifted^ not to be fo held back from giving his reafons lor thinking the Bill julk 
ah as principle, and wife in all its objotU ; that whaccvt-r GcntU'inen might think 
& to admit that day, he might appeal to all who heard him, that both tides of the 
ttpufe had over and oter a^ain ^recd, that the adairs of the liialt Indies had been 
lor a long time condadtbd in a manner ruinous to the intcreil j, and difgraceful to 
che eharaetcr of the nation ^ and that all our calamlticb there had .irilcn from the 
defci^ of a due controui over the govemineots of Indian from the want of a govern* 
inent here futHcicntJy liable and important; the Halt India Company being origi* 
Aally creAcd into a Corporation for thepuipofes of commerce, and nut fur political 
Ibvercignty : That this accounted for thofe relaxations in their orders, which had 
produced oppre/lion, plunder, depopulation, and famine. I'hat when fuch ruinous 
defc<fl9 were univerfally felt in the fyAem that exilled at prefent, the lloufe ought 
to liften with thcgreatcA temper to the propofitioA of anoilierj if it was defeiflive, 
it might be corredted : But that in dilcuifin^ the principle, u was not enough to 
find fault with it, without being able to fubftituce a better, Ance both (idea agreed^ 
that fomc new fyllem was abfolutcly neceiTarv. As Co the right of adopting the 
fyltcin, when the neceffity of abolUhing the old was admitted, he went much 
ihether than was nccclfary for the rup]x>rt of the Bill, which proceeded principally 
l^oii the abuic of authority by the Court of Proprietors j whereas he always' 
thought the very exigence of fuch a body, for the purpole of governing fo immenfely 
important'an Empire, by a ballot of menand womeu, and foreigners, enemies to our 
profparity, was impolitic and abfurd. 

That While the Eall India Company continued a body merely Cofnmcrcial, it 
was very fit that they ihould aj'jxdvit their own foftors to regulate their trade— and 
their militafy olficers, who protedlod it; but that no analogy to that ftate remained 
TOW, fince, by the advancement af commerce, and the atcelfion of territories veft- 
ahg in the ixate, private trade had become infeparably conneeled with publi* 
credit and public government. , In fuch aconciition of things, was it fit that private 
Ibbjefls Ihould rule over the territories of the Hate, without being under its con* 
trouling powers, and by mifinanagement, not only to rifque the lofs of them, but 
tb throw the whole Empire into war? If the fpvercigniy fiycr the Eaft Indies be- 
longed to the Crown and the nation, which no man could deny, fince it w^as ex* 
prelaly excepted Out of every Charter and Afl of Parliament given to. the Com- 
pany,, it was impolTiblc to fay that it was tyranny, or injuAice in Parliament, tc/ 
arxercife that fovcrcignty at the call of a firong ueccirity. That a Charter being « 
grant of powers and privileges to individuals, for the benefit of the Public, it was 
liable In its very nature to revocation, when its continuation became detrimental 
either from mlfufcs, or a change in circumftanccs not forefeen at the time of its 
snAIcution; and that thofe who, admitting the ncccfilty, . oppofed the Bill on the 
Ibupdation of the Company’s Charter being inviolable, fell into the fame abfurdt* 
tiei and contradictions that marked and difiinguithed their whole condud. 

The Honourable Gentleman had called fev a new fyflein— no palliatives or emol- 
Itencs ; yet, when ihc' new fyftem came fotth, he condemned h, beLaufe the Com- 
pany's Chattered l^igbcs were to be touched i He would be glad to know how it 
was '*';tflible to adopt a new fyfiein by Parliaraeniary Aulhorityjt wiih nit ftriking at '• 
th.>ic Charters which entitled die Company to continue the old one. Gt utlemen were 
fund of mfxinc the private injuftice with public impolicy, to prevent that cqntradidionf 
from being felt, : But he would firft force them 10 admit the right of altering th^Char- 
ter, if ncceTity and policy, jufilficd it, and then proceed to Ihcw, that there was in the 
inAance this jnfiificativu > They had, indeed, already admitted the right, by calling 
,lpra new fyftcm, whiclt could not be adopted widiout that \ioUtionof theCom- 
ipRi^y's Charter whtch they complained of. If on the one hand, their argument, that 
'thiry Were inviolable, was JuA, there could be no fort of alteration itf all, and the new 
ifoAem* which they called for was gone, right being equally facred in all its degre^-s ; 
iTfon the other, they coUld be juAly altered in one degree upon one neic iity, they 
ml^ht in another ujon another necclfity ; which brought the whole to a queftion of 
Jolley, a^d pul an end to the dirclamation concerning the snfringemem of the Right. 

T'he lIldflouTable dentleman who fpoke of the novelty of this daring proceeding, had 
cbuinly oerct read the ochn by which the Company.’} Charters had been al-. 

tcrc4 
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Urrd to a gvoat rxtrnc : He hadprottAcd, in the name oFthe 'Oompanyp Anlnftftirev 
ral t.r il\cin, .is Ousiifel at the iJar, without any cftVriV. The Regulating Aft, tn 
g.a.c r» Kirliarneotary Coinniiflioncrs the whole Military and Civil GdveiOfiieiiC 3 “ 
li.dia, uiiiortunaiely giving it to ponou& abroad, without a due contFOol at horocii 
wliiv.h iimiud the order ot government and fubordination. He did not, howcver» 
Llaiiie the noble L<Jid who was then Minifter, for that arrangement, lince thealTatn 
of the Rail jiiighi not then have jullitied what they did now, and the minds of Ineii 
aught not have been prepared to lupporcthe change.^ 

He then llatcd the- dirtercnt Ails by which the dividends of the Eaft India Com? 
pany had been rdt tamed, to ihew that Parliament had even gone further than by the 
prcfeni Rill ; as thefe Acts atfedlcd the property of individuals, by reftraming the di- 
Yidends, whereas the piei'cnt only put them under a public truH. This was not a BU| 
pf Penalties or Conti llation, {rat calculated to improve and fecufc the territorial reve* 
nucb and coipincrcc uf the Bail, to thofe.whn were entitled to an immediate perlbnal 
b^'netit froin them, only fecuring it to them in a manner more confident with the gcw 
neral intereils of the Public. 

Great clamours had been palled againft the claule which auihorifed the new Com* 
tnillioners tofei^e on the books, money, and boxes of the Company, which had beci| 
c onipared to the impudence of 4 robber, who ihould break into a man’s houie, andi 
call Itiinfelf his truftee ; but he bad not fuch a defpicablc opinion of his audience, as 
To think it necclfary to diAinguilh the authorifed aft of one individual towards an- 
other, for his oyn private purpofes, to the fuperintcnding care of 'Public Councils^ in s 
cafe where it could not be allerted that one farthing of private property was in* 
tended to be diverted ; for the dividends were ftill to be regulated by Parliament, aC 
they had been before, by the Afts he had alluded to. That fetting afide all thefe ab* 
ftraft principles, there was good ground for the Bill on the fcore of milufc ; for that 
Mr. Fox had truly laid, they had abdicated the Government over the Eart. Ti 
prove this, he rtated the proceedings of the Seleft Committer, which fat for months 
examining witneifes and records, on whofe report the Houfe had refolved to recalT 
Mr, HalVmgs ; the limilar rcfolutions afterwards by the Directors, on the fame evi* 
donee, and not on the authority of the relblution j the vote of the Proprictow dcr 
feailng the op< ration of both, in the fudden tumult of a bailor, without looking at 
record, or afking a nuertion ; and the thanks voted without evidenre, in the fame tu- 
multuous manner, to Mr. Hartings, on the arrival of his letter, fetting the Direftors at 
defiance. He faiJ, that the Proprietors who voted thefe thanks under all thefe ciiw 
cumftances, even it Mr. Hatlings had had all the mc'vir they imputed to him, withouc 
evidence, abdicated their own Government over jhc Raft Indies, and gave up, at the 
fame tim'e, the fovvreignty of Parliament over it, which left it no alternative, be-* 
tween the dcflrudtion of the Proprietors authority and the furrender of its own. 

He then proceeded to confidcr the policy of the new fyftem. It had been faid t# 
he a Bill introduced by Minillcrs for their own^ private purpofes, rather than for the 
nbjefts of Government. A bold alTertion, when the regulations of the other Bill were 
attended tof which fo far from leaving to Minirters or their fubftitutes the uncoa- 
iroulecl dircftlon, marked out their duty in the moft ri>ecific terms. 

He fiid he lliould not then difeufs them, as being properer for the Committee, but 
that they contained upon'thc whole a body of reform equally impo>*tant to chc intereft 
and charafter of the nation : That the powers w'crc given to the Coinmlirioncvs dur- 
ing good behaviour, fubjeft only to removal on the AddreXs of both Houles, to give 
rtability to Government ; the want of which had been ruinous, and which could nob 
be obtained in any other way while the preient rtate of parties in England tontinued*^ 
As to the Influence of the Crown, he thought it was the duty of every Member o^^ 
Parliament to attend to its advances ; but that it was too much to fa}*, that the moft . '' 
important crufts of Government were to be left to private men, and to women, an^., 
foreigners, &r fear the Legiflature Ihould pervert tlfc powers that ever follows 
yernment, to the ruin of the ConlHtucion. Was tliere to be no Government, becaufis 
It was fubjeft to abufes ? And were ivc not to choofe the Ij^ of evils, becaufe we 
could not attain jierfcftion ? That there was a fufKcient rtrdjjPh in the Houfe <to pu- 
nirti an abufe of the powers given by the Bill, and that it'^ljras dilhonourablc to the 
Houfe ro fiipport its own honcfly, bccaufc of the pacron^ige that attended Govem* 
ment : *1 hat it v,*as mighty eafy to deal in general changes of corruption, but that he 
irufh-d ihattlu-rc wa^ as much coaccf^ fqT the Public on the part of Government, 

in tho!? that oppofed it. 
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lif. rofr in anfvfCr to Mr. KilTcinf, .tnrf Vrth o 1 irrrv-'''r^ 

;tim he ihauld not think himlflt warraricc), p;th r rr • i t^c ol tlv 

■W the folcmnity of the occahor., to toll^^v iK.ir pi'i'nijn, hy imkinr^ hN nv/i 
^Cgync, '*rthat of any othrr pert'on. He <i ni”i, •»’ rjcrtin 

- JtH •to the panegyric or condemnation of niar-.kmil, \vh>> wus’lii pal', rk-ir l>nit'p( . 
«ptm rhe Ciimlyur and decency of Ml niltvr*., in retulmg to inticli time for ikc f\a- 
ebmaiion of comefted nccounts, 1'oinc ot v, I’nn had nor wen htm read to the 
l^ioutV^ as would clapfe till the handle of lh?t cloek r^-tm-pi d to thi ij^^oreto ,vhic-h 
■ )h was at that moment poiniir.j:. He laid, tliai the riLirlhijn in it-, pivfent foim 
was but a narrow one, and that he Ihnuld, m conformiiy lo reg.il.ti ;t) in debate^ 
'liavc' coYifincd himfelf flnctly to iS had not I'omr; ohU'; va^nm' filh-n fnmi Mr. 
Srikirte, v^ich mv.ft not p .fi, uninfvvvred. M'ith relpeit to the ipiellio,! of ad- 
JtWicftfncttt, w'ith what juflice ».oi'ld ;t he laid, that thcric important acrounr wire 
lil«V<»ne of the foundation Hones on which the Miniilcr had bailt his pica of No'.ef- 
A Gentleman |w oli.irlv verfed in thofc accounts, profelled himfelf a fn^:i 4 
♦p the commitment of this and yet differed entirely from the Secret.irv 's 

^IcatTon^ In the mode of flaring the freight ; a very extenfive aiticlc one uav or 
itihe other. The Secretary had fcareely finilhed his affertion, that the drl)t from 
^7s8.'fr wa-, perfecUy defperate, when th.e General (Smith) behind him decKiied 
iftiat he was latisfied, that debt was now paid ; that the debt from I’anjore was all’*# 
a debt to he obtained by armarneius and rapine ; to wfjiLh it had bi-iMi .in- 
^wered, that it was but one year’s arivar of a tubule, comparatively fmall, and 
In general regularly paid. That th«- whole dead dock of the Company was nruck 
kff {tt MC-blow^ and even their extfntivc property in London cHImated by Surveyois 
ibt Z5q,00'>l. was not allowed them in account ; and ihur own capital flock, svajs 
'ionfidercd as a debt due to Nay, an arrounl j>refentcd in evldciuc, Ihecv- 

that the circumflances of the Eall India Company were far better now than iu 
'"llhe year 177^, had not even 'been road, although at that peilod the authors of this 
thought It impolitic and unjufl, to interfere merely by way of prevention. 
Ilfnw far aill rhofc ciiruraflanccs Ihould be admitted or exjuded from the flate- 
lA^nc given in, without farther evidence, without farther infirmalion, ulihoui far* 
tter confideratlon, he would not for one determine ; but faid, lince th.ii tvidincC 
^d confjdcralion wasrefufed, the tonfeqiiencc mufl inevitably be, that he inufl lake 
the account given in to be tmCf when i oinpclled to divide in the moment, and pre- 
cluded from csaiuinlng the giounds on wh*eh it had been atieinpli-d to nnpiach II^ 
sfCouldic be concelvi d that a dcKiy of a /tw hourt could be Uriyully meant as a 10- 
lyur for procraftination ? How many vyould undertake to fay that ilu-y could de- 
icidc on d fuddcp, tijion conirovcrlies ariliug iu the Houfe, out of the naluu and 
"rpwrfc of the Half India Trade; Sueh could not, he argueii, mull agree 10 ihr 
‘ jihori idjournnient ; if they did not, they could ••ml y proceed in the Bill, admitting 
vltat the Company ftatc-d to be literally true. Having ur^cd theft: aigumeiits .with 
liUDtntoll fcrrc'*, he uiiffrved, that a.s ii was plain that the ume afked fur would be 
. f^ufed^ be fno.ih! next advert to what he cmiJidtrcd as the ni>ft aJamiiog wound ip 
Sbf Copftilulioii of this co miry that ever had beim given : I'hat a trap was laid for 
the liberties of the nation by this mealurt, and ^^t it wes aiumplcd to entangle 
jtiens judgments, by burr sing tbem thiougb accounts at one nioment, and attack*' 
^ng thilr feelings, l»y pathtix .ti cMints ofineinifcvnidu^ of the Company’s fervants 
«t another. Mr. '£rlkiue, he obl^-rvcd, had let out with faying, that n/yfirm had 
lieen called 'for, and wa^k now objected to wlien f rodiu'cd ; but what was that /)> 
A moik coiapcnd^osis one indeed, which mufl be ctunprized in thefe few 
, words— i-fr/Vr to me foi\fiv4 years citTamy and I it foi ytu. No 

.->6 eban three different gr-ouads. had been laid, on three diriVrent slays, for ibis cnor- 
IstouS' drflgA* Al the opening^of the fellion, it was grounded uj- a dafeription of 
WU. conduif^ whith he, who had laboured hard in the fervlce of the 

y ' » I - I v*. 1 1 I.:. i* 1 1 .. ... 


t!.o‘<i{&y bad Icrvcd 1 


cdhis j 

'jtvas, ini‘anc4|||» 

although he conlmTOi 


IS apprcntitelliip to that bu.(iners, would undertake to Ihcw 
khout loljd touiKlacion, and in every inflance, c.xagpc- 
ned the' policy in many points. This, however, was a 


‘»»Tk:0fgrc-«». d.^ta!l, and not thru ncceffrtry. On a rubfcqoenr day, it was ground- 
ed ihe OqqtolVd of .the Company ; and it was now grounded by the 

I'lrir.Diirabic -Gei^lema'^, on .a radical defecl in the fyftcin. How cainc that ra- 
idkal dctkiil, wtuh muff cser hate been operatiog, to have been rcicrvcd for his 
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jK»ar«qvienf^s, fume of wtji*.h hr had Ihoitly touched on. It W0u2p be an aft 

luio lunur itif c-ruturiit ut the Tcrrkonal AcquiAtioas, and the niainaga» 
j 7 itiit or tiic iViriion.ii Revenues any longer in the Company's own hands. In Iti^ 
anaiiiict, lithe bank Diierftors had been guilty of Amilar inifeondudt ; if they had 
-annoit iti.iu d ilte bio' ks , if they had endangered the Public Credit, he (Isould aqt 
viiiv i.<<t hei.taL.- ' > rake their Charter away, hjuc hold It to be an indiipcnfihle duty 
i ' i*cv<jkf ir. A Chain r was, he laid, a l^cnm twit confided in the Body CorpO* 


to whom ,i Cl'.arter w lb given: If the trufi was abufed in any one ioftan^ 
Uharti r .' as and ougl^r to Le revocable. The £aik India Company ha 4 forfeit 
trull in \ .uio>-.b 111(1, im.es ; and with what pretence cqiild they talk of the fa* 


then trull in \ .uiue.s iiill, im.es ; and with what pretence cqiild they talk of the fa* 
cicdutls ot C'h.intied Rights, who had broken through Chartered Rights in Indian 
in iniuiinti.i'ili itirt.iiur:, ^ Rut it was laid the Bill created a fpecies of Inflacnce uti* ' 
knuwp to ilie Conti iiutitm, and gaye it ro the Minifier for ti^ ti(nc being; 'and thtS' 
-wj'. made the rt of loud clamour and vehement inveftive. What reafon tvaiS 
^Higned foi Niji ' 1 riily, that bis Right honourable p'rienJ wopld propofe his own 

I'aiii7*n. toi the Seven CortmulIioncrSk. No doubt, he would. Who iliould he pro- 
bill ihoi'e het'ould confide in .> There was nothing unnatural, nothiag alarming 
in all this : Anv otlu r MinilicT would do .the fame. Mr. Burke paiTed the warmej^t 


^n< 0(1)10111!. on the Bill, and faid, highly as heorflcemecl his Right Honourab^p 
P'l iv-tid brtiorc, he admired him much more npw. His Bill would immortalize hi^ 
.nil' make him the fubjedt of adoration in India. When the cloud of mifrepfefi^ntn- 
tKimi, fo indullnoully ciri u|ated OH the fubjedt of , the Bill, had difappeared, and.tltf 
dlrong fun of truth had cleared up every fliadc of faiL\cy, the Public would be ablje 
to judge for.lKcmli-lvfS j and he would vc*niuie to afiert, that whjen the BUl wa» 
fully underfiood, and tlie S^llem of his Honourable Frici\d ujtiiverfaBy kfiOWfl, boKla 
the one and tlie other would be as much the fubjedks of picaiCc.and approbation here^ 
.a* he was convinced they would be the fubjcdls of'thc moll hqartfeZt |^ratitudc,in Inr 
di.i. Mr. Burke concludtd with a warm and high>wrquglit panegyric on his'^rieiidl 
Air. Fox, whofe venturing to rifque his popularity, to face the laduftrious calomnyr 
of intcreiled m.ilice ; to lioin the torrent of faAious clamour artfully raife;! wltbift 
doors and without; and to o'un every hazard as a Man and aMinifter, in order t(a 
carry a nioafuie on which the falvation of our Indian Territories, and the happif> 
nefs of cbiMy millions of fubji-fts in that quarter of the glebe, and the honour ofxltf 
Brliilh rli.'ira^ei depended, he decla/cd, did him the higheft honour. 

Ml. Hukc oMiiK faid, he could not accede to the Right Honourable .Gentleman^B 
rrafoning ; H<- bad argued upon the Influence •of the Crown with a view to extentibit 
ai d igguvaiion ; a circumllance wnich, in his mind, rendered his argument pcr- 
D'e 'Oil*, jud d.inger(<i:]s. Mr. Duncombe reprobated the Bill, as a wanton violation ojt 
the Charieicd Rights of the Company. H.* faid, there was no reafoix' for any fuch 
viidi-m rnc.ifure-j and that It rather feemed to be: the Mlnifier anxious to make the 


•diilrefsof the Comj'any a handle and pretence for gralping at inordinate power, thaa 
a real neceiuty, which pronxpted the whole proceeding. JHle lamented that Mr. Fox» 
wliA had for years pleaded for the Rights of the People, fhould have Changed his pritbi* 
and become the Advocate oflunuence. He had ever oppofed the Influence of 
the Crown ; and as he faw the Bill would put Influence into the hands of the'IVli- 
niltrr III a (lill more alarming point of view, he would refift the Bill llrenuoufly. 

Sii Crtv Coorr.R f.ild, in every preliminary' Or incidcnul debate or converfation 
on the Ante ofthe aflairs of the £afi India Company, duringthecourfe of iheUfl and 
at the ojK'ning of this Sedinn, it had been, and was at the moment he was fpeaking* 
univorfally admitted, that that great and moil important confideratioividamaftdpd tlte 
immrdiate .ind cflr^ual interference of Parliament. It was faid, and notdemedt^ 
thAi firnetking inuft be done to lave the Company : Somethih^ to ftcure Che, State from 
the ()cril of being too deeply iuterriled in and .complicated with the fortHne and flate 
of that great Company : Something that might gb'C not only order and ^^Ucion^ 
but energy and duration to the admmiRraticm of their aflairo at hcrnie and abroad. 

It was, and is admitted, th.*it the arm ofthe profent Direftion is nocRiongcnoiigfi 
to wield or to manage fuch a governthent. 

A Pro! eft was entered laft year, and, with eaie, renewed at the opening of ihia 
Seflivii, againft P.illiarives, Half Meafures, Procraftination, and Delay. 

F.very binly was for the unexplained Something ; but when the.Somciblng wa» 
Rated, when the outline of the j^ropofitlon ivqw uadci coididciatioo was drawn, with^ 

I «ti 
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tmt I nioilient*^i>so/(! of dellbrratinn, it wa^ with the rapl-j i^l.ince of Intuifivi* cnrum 
pjfeheniion declared to be a meafure of del'potilm on the «>iu' hdi*, and of corrupt rn or, 
theothcr; and when Netcfficy was urged as rhi* ground tit Farli.unc. nary int«-i on 
in this cafc| Nccethty was called by all the name-, ibar ihe exat^geration of elocin.-i’c-.* 
could expn-iTsy and was called by the<»Id name ‘‘r the J yi.irt's I'lc-j, and the n .. o. e 
of the Creed of Slaves. Upon this topick the Couni'el of the Coin;>dny cnlarg» d, and 
' expended their iinagma'Jon. They faid the FU-a of NccvlTity exified in the tiii.e^ of 
the Stuarts, but that it was buried at the Revolution. '] hat wa.i a lingular pcijce. to 
a'ftgn forthe fupjiofal of Necelliiy j for to follow thannoft lirlhnig oblVrvation of the 
Riglit Honourable Gentleman whoprclentcd the hJ!, if Necelhi y had not been thi plo.» 

• ind the ^uftitication of freemen at the Revolution, thi-i Huuie would not now have 
had a deliberative capacity, and the mandates of ahfoluit* power would have been the 
creed of flaves. Mi. Sr. John, in his famous argument on the eale of Ship Money, 
admitted the plea of Nc'ceiruy in many cafes ; He proved, that the ncceliiiy foi thi t 
xnoney was talfe and pretendul j but that rights and property Im mg introduced and 
tU^intained by known laws, there were times, when, like the Philifiines upon 
Ssnipfon, thofe laws were too weak to bind us j and, as Cicero fays, Neirjjittis 
lium huwana* iwbculitatii f.ttroniitum omnem Ugemfrangit. This is a ftrong authority « 
Und if in this cale the hleccllity be evident, uncontroulable, and unmanageable by 
^'iqicd tents, it is an indifpenfiblc duly of Parliament to Its Conflituents, and to thk ir 
Country, to interfere. 

- The good fenfe of thofe times will not be diverted from its purpofe by mere word-, 
l^owevcr fplcndid they may be ; or by aflcriions, however impcfing qr magnifttont 
they may appear to fic ; for from whatever height they may defeend, this Hr'iifn 
. vill form us tipinion upon evidence that has been brought home to the matter boi'orc 
them, not upon the ground of fjjeculaiive reafonings, and conclufions drawn fron; 
abftra^f propolltions upon the balls of iafls as they arc; not upon the poflibiliiy of 
what they may be j upon the ftatc of ihings, not upon the charadlers of perfons. 

The interference of Parliament to regulate, ifeform, .iller, refeind, and vacar<* 
Grants and Cbariers of the Crown, are moft inrun ttflibW jufiified by the law and 
jffadlice of Parliament. The proceedings of this Houfe, and the Adts pafled m mn- 
iVquence thereof, In the of ihe Turkey Company and the African Company, 
ai*e dear proofs of this ^loluion} the detail of which may be feen by the Journdlo,^ 
ind in as good times as any this country boafls. 

The difpute was not, heconceivod, at prefent, u^on-ibe farmed right and immuribi- 
Ihy of the Company’s Charter, though ti-.at at ^rll: formed to hr ha/,.!rdt’d ; 

But upon the point, v.’hether a;cafc be made either upon evidence or cormnnn m re. 
^ieiy for ihcprci'cnt interpofxtion ; and ch^i is really the true quellion upon the prin* 
rjpleof the Bill. 

He had always been given to underftand, that it was the pointed plan and leading 
tneafure of the Earl of Chatham, whofe name coufd never be, mentioned in that 
Houfe wilhom reverence, that tb/ Government of this Country ihould avail iifclf of 
the profit and ad /?nf age 'of the Territorial Acquifition and Ri^enue‘>, which, af th^ 
time in' which Ir was the efficient Min.^'rr, at the ciof** of the year 1766, wtie 
Itnown to be ir. rbe pf>Hc'iion of the Compa v ; and in his way to the attainment rf 
fhns grtraiVibjeft, he d'd not fern to con/ici< r fhc Charter^ of the Coappany as any 
Rumblin^-block or impedimc-L to this 'career. 

.Comttnfrtes of Enqui^-y Mc.e ii'flitured—^whilfi that enqu'ry was going on, when 
the General Court was mnning rhe courfe, and following the vifiuns' of the Srunh 
$i^'Tcheme, their progrefs was arrehed by i * mod fpirjted and idoufy interpofi- 
* tiom The account of : 1 »e Vote of the Court came when the Houfe was fitting. A 
Bfll di^wn upon the Box on the Table, in a few minutes, by one of the ableft 
Members of Tariliment who ever fat in that Houfe.. The Company petitioned 
»gainil the Bill ; but upon a queftion whether it ihould be r ferfed to the Committee, 
Aat petition was rejeiled. In the mldfi of ihefe proceedings, the Company entered 
into It negociatroh to pay a ronfidcrable rent forthe |v>ireffion of ihc Territories, and 
• bargain was made that Ufted till 177-}. The Bills in 1773 ^-aa not ncctirary to 
Ifate; hut he defirtd that part of the Preamble to the feconU Bill might be road : It 
drawn by tlie fame rcTpe^VaMe Member' who prufiofed the Reftraining Bril for 
Pividwi^i aj^d agalnii Ui^’ir fending out a Suneivifoi to India. 


*9 
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t?>!l an Bccnwnf was rmduced to Ihcn, that the Neccfltty does Itf-j^xift, SStd thx 
♦hr C'jiPi'any was only uniii-i" a ieinjK>rai y djHicuhy and diflreft ; aiiid that upon thC 
^ tlitrii prui** ity wjii lar bi'yotul their debts and demands^ and that they wer# 


>■'. s jMuljTi-')’.''* Imiaiion. ^ . 

'1 ii:s .ici oent wjb certainly prnduccti as rvidcnce by tneCounfei at the Ban but it 
V. ,ii to 1)0 ri'ini inl'crcd and oblcrvcd, that they did not reft their cafc on their argu« 
I n r 15 upon It, and that they wore not inftruited to delire that it Ihould be rfad. 

I licv* Iccinod to bo aware, that it was not calculated to be read. The abftra$ 
!«)r'kod v/i 11, and the I’um total bore a jjood face. - 

Biji unfortuiMU'lv ioi ibis account, it fell to be examined, frarched, and diftc^cdf^ 
by the moil acutr difconiiiK nt ; and the t'allacieis of this extraordinary paper Wet* 
/hard a id expoh d i.\ the ni«>il clear and convincing ailimadvcilion— at the touch of 
the I'pLir it ftaited u;> in iibuwn lhapt. 

He had nothin!^ to add to thefc obfervallons, except th.at the account bore a duuhlt 
afiJOs't. It was llaiod by great authority to be laid busole the Houfe^ to proved that 
III) iieooniiy of ihc preVeut iritcrference exlftcd, for ihat the C-pinpany was merely 
uiuU i a teni|jorary dilhculty and dlftrcfs : But on the fact* of it ilatcd the value of 
pvupoitvj which could have no value till the Company was dilfolvcd, or in a ftaic of 
act j 'll and declared infolvency. 

'1 he value of their buildings in Lcadenhall-ftrcet, their defperate debts at home 
uiid ahro'rfd, and their military llorcs, arc clearly dead ftoek, and not convertible in- 
to fiioncj, till that event arrives. ^ 

In i7Ci, when the Old Company was diflolvcd, that account might 4 iave been 
pup-’; VO be prefented to Lord (Todolphin, berorc he made h.s famoii*. award, whkla 
vaj ihc bafio of the lv;o t'ompames — the dead ftock and buildings were allowed fat 
at that lime : But ihv c.vfc to julhfy the neectliry was iLuU. 

'1 li' y owe the Stare, for Cutlonis, one million. 

'I'hcy owe on iheir bargain for the payment of 400, ui 1782. This 

•wcali-ocd the j *-c»enr deficiency in the Ro'cnuc of the Sinking bund; and the pay- 
hiont of this debt cannot be long delayed. 

T buy had been empowered 10 borrow aionty on thclt Bonds, to the amottitt of 

5'.ci,r)<xjl. 

Kills were drawn Ujjon them to the amonnt of ttt’o millions and a half. 

There was a loan of ^oo,f'f)o}. in Exchequer Bills, winch muft be cancelled. If 
r.oL paid Iicfwrc the (iih ul April, to fall 011 the then xext aids, and collaterally 

•ii the Sulking Fund. 

Would the Houfe and the Nation confctit to pay the debts, and to indorfe the 
B'lls, and to raiic money to pay thcin, by taxes laid on the land, and the induftry of 
th" I'cuple of Great Britain, to relieve and fiippoti a Company, under its prelcnt go- 
vcii.meiu and maxiagciTient at home and abroad: A Company, which, inftead of 
adding, by the rcfuli of its Commerce, to the National Slock; «rby its Revenues, to 
t>ie wealth anditrenglh of the kingdom,' hung a dead weight and heavy incumbraiico 
•p .til our facultie:> and rcfourcCfi, and was the drain of the vital ftrebgth of Grcaq 
Bijiaju; and wlilch would, if not prevented by foine lYicafurcs of enc^y and dura* 
lion, huk us with it to inevitable ruin. 

Mr. Mar-1 in faid, that hdwever painful it was to hitit to rife io that Aflcmbly, 
thdC there were certain oLiafions on whifth he thought it his duty to refft eve^ 
fecimg of diftidence, and to oflfer a few words to the Houfe in -the beft mailner 
was able That the prefeut ftage of this Bill was certainly one of thofe occafions j’ 
that he rofc to exprefs his cordial fstisfaiRion,' that,the Right Honourable Sec^retaij 

i Mr. Fox) had thus early end thus boldly thrown off the mafk, and fhewn,-to the 
louie, and to the Public, his political complexion in its ftrongeft colnUMbv Mr* 
Martm faid, that he was one of thoie thi^t never apgured any^good, from what h* 
Ihould continue to calf a ridicnlous and ^teftxble Coalition $ but that^he had nqc 
thought it pofliblc that the Right Honourable Secreta^ ihould fo luddeniy have 
brought forward a mcafure fo totally repugnant to thoie principles of oppofttion to 
corrupt Influence, on which he had been w many years declaiming : T'hat'ii^aYmg 
conftantly voted with him, in endeavouring to diminiib that /ort of Influcpcc, Mr* 
M.>rtin ihoQghc he was juftifled in exprci&ng the wamieft; refenunent againft fuch 
apoftacy ; that he was one of thofe whom the Right Honourable^ Secreury had 
fuemiy endeavoured to ridiuvie/ibr having wUted .that cyery European might b* 
i » dnvev 
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^V«ft out of bur that every hoiii, every mlr.-.t •, n;\J r1'->jnerr^ 

COhiinned him in that opinion; but that hcuas inou* p.iu:^i:!.u !y (.ij,miui.cl i)\ \\haL 
had faUen in a former debate on this lub|ivH, ir >iit an lfo:njnr.i.>U: (hiuhinap^ 
%hom he would prefume to call his friend (Mr. Dtinpllt r; wUc had laid fi.im ilin.j, lo 
this elFcifly that ** Ho conceived we had nu inoie npjn lo t.iki |)r>!li.irn><, <n lai'tU nr 
that part of the world, than a herd of 'l ariars would h.ui; t'> it i/c upon Vorkfii.n ,, 
** or any other opulent di(lri£l on this illand." — That if any ihini^ iMuld iiu iv.ili* ibr 
efteem he had for the Honourable Gentleman, it would tu thf liiwi.ilny of hii f nn- 
ments on this point j and that he heartily wiihcd \\v had a Cabiin-t Council io(n[ ol' d 
of men of fuch uprightnefs and fucU humanity. Mr. Martin declared, that he was 
in general an enemy to what is called Syftemattc Oiipofnioii, by whu h be I’.rdi rlVtv'd, 
in plain vulgar Englifh, the voting through thick and thin totiuil .in AdirnnilMatl'.ii ; 
bur, that if ever he ihould think himfelf juftified in fiuh cordi i‘t, it would be in- 
times like thefe, when a let of men had abandoned the found pr.m ijdf *, of the Cr»n- 
Aitution, and joined thcnifelves to its greateft enemies, for the lake ot latisiving; 
their avarice and ambition, or to fay the leaft, the virulence of iheli paity l[-]iii. 
That though many pcrft.r.s < arn*'ftjy wiihed to drop the lubjeit ot the Coalition, as 
trite and unfit to be longer talked of, that he was of a different opinion, and wilhct! 
to ftx a ftarling perched on the right elbow of the Speaker’s Chair, who, whenever a 
iptrnicious mcafure, like that under conlideraiion, was brought forward, Ihould re- 
fieat incciTintiy to the Treafury Kench, “ Difgraceful, fhainelcfs Coalition !” 'Dial 
be Ihould not have been hurt to the degree he now felt hiinfcir, if the Right llo-> 
iinurablcSccretasry had deferted alone; but that he had deluded .ind feduced numi>ei'« 
•f men who ftood high in j>ubtlc cttimaru/'j, and with whom he (Mr. M.ariin) had 
.formerly thought it a very high honuui to alTociate: but that now, liowever high 
their rank, and however < Icvaiod tlutr flation, compared to hli. humble lot, th.it hr 
ihould endeavour to keep hiriifclf free from the contagion of thclrpiinciples ; for that 
theinfeftion had fpread f,*.- and wide, and had taken efli/ft upon m.my Ccnth*mrn, 
ifhoie couflitutional principles he Jhought were Irte fiom danger: 'fhat it wa;. no 
frbhdei chat the Right Honourable Secretary fliould be fcarlrfi, of danger to him felf 
an pXDpofrng any meafuiv, however amicious ; for that, as an Honourable C-Jentle- 
loait ^Mr. Duncombe) had very jufUy obferved, he had a moft glaring mflaiK'’ o£ 
jmbecility in the Nation, in the impunity ol his noble CoJleagU'*, whom he had ig* 
vominiouily joined, though he, and fcveral of his triends, h.id a hundred times 
pledged iKi'mielves virtually, if not in direfV words to hiing to trial. Mr. Martin 
added, that hr hoped, however pernicious and dei’m/l'Vr lo ibt Conllitutlon th.it tins 
jneafure might be in itfclf, th.it the attempt might or of tcr\n..-, by rouzing tlic 
Tpeoplr at large from that lethargic infenhbility with wliii hthey feem to be oppirifcd. 
That he had longceafcd to be lurpri7cd at any thing in the Atfcmbly where he w-as 
Ipcaking; and that therefore it would be no matter of allonillimeni, il ihc Right Hu-* 
Stourablc Secretary ihould carry his BUI tiiunipaantly : That he had great powers 
«n his fide; that he had numbers; that h»* had men of high rank and dcfciiptioa ; 
aind that he had f^me g<*nilemen of a profrii; >n which, when librially exrrcifed, he' 
tlcld in the bighefl- eftim.ition; but that th. ic were fomc of thole gentlemen wh# 
Vcrc not contenled with mating talking iJ -’ir profclfion, but whole talk was no- 
Xhing but profenion. That forne of thofe ge."’f.*men had, on a former day, feemrd 
Xo wifhj by dint of gefliculation .and vocifcrauon, to frighten the poor dijliraricncJ 
iMitioriiy into as high a veneration, or rathei adoration, of the Right Honourable 
Secretary^ as they themfclvcs had profefled ; but that for hi-, part, hv was really ncH: 
to be frightened out of the moderate lhare of ui.dcrfiandiiig that G*->d had given him 9 
that he ihould never r/Mfe hold the Right Hondiirable Secretary in any erteem .is » 
public ttfyh* Mr. Martin laid, that an Honourable B.ironer, whom they w'en*. .about 
to lofe from the HoOlb of Commons (Sir George Savile) had toiu tlie Sjni.iker, in his 
luiaring, in the face of the HOufe^ on a former occafion, 1 h. 1 t tl ?y had brtr.iyed 
the Rights of their Conftituenti ; that the Houfe, confcioui of the irwth of his :if- 
|ertiqn> had quietly fubmitted to the reproof. Mr. Martin faid, that if they fliould 
this India Commilfioners Bill, that it would be .1 freth betrayal of their Con> 
flituents. After having f^nUten pretty freely of Mr. Secretary Fox, he laid, the 
Right Honourable Gentleman might, perSiaps, not think him very modelf, In pr<'- 
fyfiting a Petition to him after he had thus openly cenfured him ; but that he Ihould^ 
^4 0bjeAi9n> afk fiini « UYQVt in (hafi public i'uuauon. It waa 
• ’ « ' ' nv 
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oi!icr» tliJl, in tho couiT- of ihe Mifising Sfflion, hr W«u)J not lltfft rfie fe 2 M 
ot j-,( lulcuicn i)y th<* nitr.r‘*>ii t>f tin- ujiik- of a laic noble Mai'«{uiS| whore ch**- 
nil >1 ot all j’liiu’** !■ vcnul, however tlu-y luiijht differ from him in their po- 
l;r J...1I oj'ouon^. Mr. Marlin i'au), he was porfccfly convinced that that virtuuut 
N-/ol< man uuuh) no tnoic have iniiudiiccd or fupportcU fuch a ineafure as that prOi* 
f/< ltd, than lu* w»JuM have joined ihc noble Lord, who, to the dilgrace and infamy 
At ihi-> counny« walked ahio.ul, untried, foi the lofs of an extensive Empire througit 
unjnfi and coercive coiuluck, Mr. Martin then look notice, that a Right fi®- 
i» I'lraiilc Geiii‘'‘ii*.ni (Mr. Jtorkc) had, with that fpirit of humanity and fire of jina- 
v'lii ifi Mi whi< ‘1 h»‘ emertaincd the Houle, for a very confklerable time, 

v.iih a mufi j iihdii iccmou 'sf ihc milcries inJliftcd on the natives in the Halt 
IiicMf ', whom Ml. Marlin laid he iclr tor with the greateft pain ; but eftat he thouglit 
that die Riji'ni lloiKiur.ihle G< ntlr man would have paffed tome part of that time 
HKMt* to (he purpole, in proving it* the Houfe, that the New Adminillration, as 
pro'.otrd for India, wfj.ild oe Jefs t'>rru{>t and Jefs cruel than th.'ti he wilhcd to abo- 
i’lh Mr. Mai cm addc»l, that he could not fit down without offering his public 
thanks to the Honourable Gcntlrrnan (Mr. Powys) who had ojienod this Debate, 
ft -r one of the molt animated .tnd truly patrifjtic Speerhes that he had ever heard. 
Mr. Martin f'ee ng this Rill in the light in which it offentd itfelf to his undcrltand» 
-.-..g, gave hi‘. hc.iriy and decided negative to the Speaker's leaving the Chair to g» 
. ii.i the C'jmniiit<'<*. 

Mr. Okoi- nu.k* a very long fpce: h, and began with laying, like the Right Ko- 
r.outabh; Gcndein.iu who fpoke lately, he loiild declare, he had been fur year> la- 
toii'niliy eruj'l ' d ia the ius'c/lipaiion ot the Affairs of Indni ; that he like wiio 
nad not troubled the Huvile on tinic fubji .Ht ti>r three years; and, he would add, lhal: 
although hi. ..•liluies tais'.ht not be any thing Hke equal to thole of the ifoiMAurabls 
G. luleman, lie ilaitd aifert, i]..il lu wa*. aetuaied hy as pure a motive. He then 
iio.ecd. J to iuihly ihf Set rot Commit tO'-, whole ULports, he laid, he role ti> lefcue 
('.orn the otiiau. vt tiavmg in any pan of them Icggelled fuch a Rill as that undtr 
t iiWiJeraiidU. f heie wa. not a tyliahle in any one of t^em, Mr. Orde faul, that 
i'd to fuch an Idea; im.oli lefs had ii evtr betn In the ci>nt<*nijdal ion of the Mem- 
ti' rs af thiK Ciana.ifire c 1 j ropole a nieafurc at ail fimilar to that which had been 
sntraJufed by ihe Right Hcnuunbl'* Set retary. The Bill biought in by thk learned 
Gtutiom.'’'i l>eueaih h in (M* . D.in.d u ) v^as the Rill which he had himfelf had a 
hand in draw’ing- 1 Rill did i ■; bic.vk through the C.anrany's Charter, anrii- 
hxlai.pf all rlieii rights, and foiv.,a;^ upon ail their properly ; it merely rcgulaied 
the Charter, by retraining the Court of Proprietors from their controuling power 
eve; the Court of Diirrtors, and gave an intreafed degree of authority where the 
vigour oi Govcrr'.ment was molt w anted, in India, where an e<|ual lliaie ofrcfponli- 
bilicy w.as alfo placed. Mr. Orde itiungl y oppoled the Bill. 

Mr. Bsaufoy declared, he had illtened with the greatcl) attention to the various 
&rguni/»nts that had bven urged in the courfe of the Debate, that he might eirhec 
adopt with confidencc the opinions of others, or he enabled by their means to cor-» 
and improve his own : For his object was not toccnlurc or appl.aud AdKiinjllra- 
tion, but to contribute all he could to the cllablill.incnl of fuch a fyilemas might be 
fr-.duiftivr of elfc^lual Reform in India, with the Ic aft polliblc infringement of 
Company's Rights at home, and with leaf! poiTible hazard to the BrjtiiJi ConAitu- 
fion. He iliouU therefore fupport the fyltem propoled by theprefent Rill, where he 
c.^uld do it With intigrity, and where he could not, he fhould cndcavour<to point 
♦lit what preferable lyjTecn might be d«;vifed. 

Mr. Reaufoy then took notice of that part of the Right Honourable Svccretvify'si, 
Plan, which provide-, for the happmefs of the natives of India, which he laid appear- 
ed to him to be equally humane and wife; and very abW ffated his obje£tions to the 
various other parts of the fyffem W'hercin he differed from the Right Honourable 
Secretary; and declared, no evidence of argument, no power of language ciould add 
to the melancholy refleflions which the very mention of them c.xcited in the inindoF 
civry thinking man: But he Ihould be told, that to And fault is an cafy taknt, and 
f ffliaps lluiuld be afkeJ, " VV’^h.it better fyltem have you to pmpofe r" In the firit 
pia^c, he beggi'd to ho allowed to e.xprefs his firm belief, that if any equitable pJaa 
vrft* proj'oJcd, .any plan not cntiroly iuconfiilcut with their pre/ent rights, noj 
vhcily iivjutpaublu .nth ihcit futucs ta a platt the SQnfcnt of the 

Cvmpatiy 
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{cfeppndeht as ihey were upon Guvi-rumcni fu»- iin-urJlMt* rclleO in't'lxt b4 
toAly obtanx'd. 

Upon ihis I'oppofitlou, the only ont- •'« wIti*' n-.'v alter.n!'-ni in ilii*. Cliai n i 
Ik juilly made*) he would propole thai tin "f i i lUe (.’i)nij>an\ )- 

ciai toncerns Ihould be commit led lo lii-'dt n nv ihi-inli Uis ; inutlni wuidf 

that as far as their cninmercial imertiK were in ^punion, ihi- Conllituii -n f)t ilic 
Ceiinpany fhould continue as it W'aBj or tii.ii it any ji lon vwi^ m be inaoe in ii, ic 
snt^lit be that of relloring to the PiopriCtors ot t.v * lun'dri-n pwi mis Sroiki their an- 
txeiu right of voting In all Rcfolutions of tV-r On it- Jn the nc.r plane, he ivoiiM 
propoU* that the management o‘ ihe Company \ IVinim lal Koilfth. -as ihould be al- 
igned to three perfons relideiu in Er.’bi.d; to :titt j orloiis, not to I, v\*' noiuin.ucd 
hy the Cro-iuM, not by Parliament. He preferred thice pM to itven, as addin* 
h’fs to the power id the Crown ; ?nd he preferred ihiee pi rl-iv, to oin , h .an a j-erkui- 
fior, that the time and talents of no Intgle man wcie iqual to uich in /xrrni and v.i- 
riety of bufmers. The leparation of the Coinp.iny fmni their I'eriiioi ..il Pod. li ors 
Itad been dcilaicd by the Right IhntoiTnble ber r- iary t.» he rxireinely U'ltii ud. 
Some di. eultie^, he knew, there wi-.u; hut that thole diHii-uhies w.ic inruperaM"^ 
or even of lenous iiMgU'iude, he ne\ei could believe, fuxe the period of J r Coinpa- 
■y*s moil fm cefslul coinrneuo wa*. tliai wliii !i preceded tli.-lr Teiriional (.’oiuuu It-. ,* 
aod at .he prefent tone, the riioll luvi.itivc ot 'he ditlekfiit hiai'i iies oi P cii 
tratlc was that wh i.h iheycaiiiod on witn C ..‘...i, wlu rc ihey had no jiol'i iiions. 

In the third place, he would piopolc ih'd tin dtlpotalof the [livtntics m Ind a, like 
lliat of t'.'v Revenue at home, l]v>i;id ouj^inaie with Paiiuincut, .nul that all liiiie: 
expended ihtKiid be jpphed to Ipen/.c luvi'.**-, ..it'o fc-queme ot lix-citu- grauis. 1' i- 
tiraoul.naiy expencet mint, he km. v, he in«uu»J*, but ri ..na' lal-i the peilous who 
iifued ihc iii»ncy would be icfponliidw |o p»u>ameiii; m.ii ii lu iJons were ilif- 

^proved, were’li.nble t(» punilhmcut. It wire likew'iie# Mr. Re-nitd/ fa'd, imu h to 
be wilhtd, that all future acc-ounts of nioney i* reived or dlihurled :n liidla, might 

referred to the confideration of a Scdeci CommillLe, .'inniially appoim-d by that 
Moufcj and by th<it m^ans, no fiaud-. ol any magnitude tould talily cfcai*edc« 

In the laft place, he Vi'ould propofc, that during the remaining period of the Com- 
pany’s Charter, fuc'h part of the India Retenue, a-. IhouM be more than I'ulluicnc 
fom.iihialu the Civil .III d Military Eilahhil'menis, Ihould be ;*ppiopr.ar.d to the 
fpecitic purpofes of paving the Company's dch'.':, and pi'vidirp, th'^ir tnv« I'nienr. 
Bui that whin tl.c Coinpauy’s Charici ihould e''piri*, J'uch ]*arL of the .Si.r| I.;., lle- 
Veti.ic .IS Pirli.tmeiu lliouid think might ht drawn from InJi.i, wliliout d.ilu ls aiul 
Juin to the natives, Ihould be roniitted thunurh ihe niedunn of the Con. i. any ...vell- 
ment, in the fame manner a^i the privaie foitiiius of the Company''') Ivrvani. were 
Uow craniiuiltcd to Europe, through thi. medmni of the invellmcnt'' of foreign Com- 
(^liies. By this plan, the pernicious union ot tlr* two incompatible chafatti to of 
Sovereign and Mcrchani, v. luKl be deftr *.'ecl ; the Compai'^,- svuuld be reduced to ihc.'r 
original ch-i liler of Merchants mcrel . and be compelled to exchange a tr.iile of 
jfrinid and violence f.ir .m equitable trad • n wrineiples purely commeff laf ; w'hili* the 
natives, hitherto a j-rvy to the av.iricc Mre Company, would hw under the pai- 
tcdlior of the Bririin Governmenr a’*-fc*i.-..“ly a? they formeily livr d. under the pio- 
■dfcftioit of their own, * This plat had alio thefe further rccomni-i dailoi's, that it vlo- 
’laik'd noChartc'i' ; it irclpalfcd on no man’s right ; it bioughc with ;r no breach of the! 
'iDonftirutiim ; for it gave no exe^utiw |v r to the Ddc, uiTi of the People ; nor 
'Vtoi'ld it occafion a->y other aildition to the 'potver of the C- jv, r, than that which in 
'the natuTf; .af things was unavo’d.able ; an addition fo fmtll, that it waj not more 
than in projiortiou to the additional means of controuly.hii h xvouid be given to Par- 
liaineni. Mr. Bcaufoy begged patdon for trcfpaflruig on the irculgencc of the Houle 
much too long, and declared, it he had olTrnded, it had not hi i n owing to any pre- 
ittfnpttuxis opinion of himfelf, nor he was lure any wilh of hearing himlblf t.nlk, but 
"lo the ftroiig and earneft dcfirc he felt to avoid thofc unwarrantable fcheint '), thole 
’deliberate projects that rolled on otJb:t principles of the confiituiiun of prolntjy and jujiice» 
When plans of this fort weVc propolcd, not to give them all the oppolit ’.ou In his[ 
fower, would be to facriB^c his own |eacc of roind| and his character an honeft 
auan* 

Mr. 


« 
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Jvrr. Crv r. o” V rnfc- t'* (h f'-r-r! his own condu<f^, while a Memher of th« 

C- f I..: < , l« M*. Durd.ii and Mr. Urdc, wliclhcrhe had not recoi^ 

i . .i»;< d a!', t and (ii‘- -i*, n.LMti.ic K-lj'. tlnig liid.a, if any were purlutd. Mr, 

r/.f.'oi V d. . lai. d, tl.e liill ilicn ar.d-r u)i;. d.-.aiioii ai»tHrared to him to be by far t^p 
4)1. ./i’, l:i Ml il.ai hr h.id ) ' i 1 " i “r !i' ard oi ; ia i hr hc)j.ed ihcrc woald cvrr continue 
v4 i- /'iiMaiiir <>; ii in lhai ii.i.iU, who aould nari'ovvly watch the Conimifliouq'ft 

< oi.ujjct, a ul .'r a i . < '..uroul o', er their proceedings. 

>*i Savl: l bMi 1 li, jun. wrnr thr«)<*^U an argumnii upon lUc Diiej^kors (fate ef 
th \ ■|•IO ..iuy'‘j A».<.<v.ints, di h\t*ad lad 1 iiuri'day, anfwcring Mr. Fox’i. objeftioo® 
Iti .ari-i'i', arui-h- aituir, and charging Mr. Fo.'t wjih wilful iniliqirelciita- 
ti-.n. Ml. biiiitl) alio .id. rd an aiguiiirnt againft the princuple of the 3illl, in whicji 
hr iliargrd ihc wliidr wiih bring a driign to lend off fomc half-plDckcd pigeons toi 
Iriijia^ 111 oniVr ibai iliry iii'ghi come back in full plumage, decked out in all th© 
i^dtiiderx "t ilie 

Mr. iJfM* Idlin' late Loid Advocate) rofe, and In an animated and manly, but 
f.i r ai.d ililpaiJioi aic Ipctc li, dediveivd hi*; opinion at large on the affairs of the liaft 
In.l a Company, on ihe Hill he hadhimfelt brought in lali SeUions, and on the Bill 
ti'.rii under coiilulrratum. He dolired the Houfe to look a moment at the very extra- 
pi din.irv' manner in which that Bill flood before them. When the Right Honourable 
b'tiitary oj i nrd it, he had been und' rllf»od to diclare the Kail India Company 
B.' 1' rv-ii'.. * He cot' Id nor himielf lay whether this was the cafe or not, but he had 
r* .ui t in a Report of the Right Hojioui able Gentleman's fpeeJi, at an inn on the 
j'-ad to i nvn. That Report iUred the Sci retary have nude fuch a drtlarations 
and the nrwfpaper 'aas not aparti.il one, and it w'Jj well kn<>wn not to he .idvcrfe to 
<hr Right Hninurablc C nilleiiun. Take it for gr.mtcd, however, that this wai a 
nuilake. Under this imllakr, thr Court of T>iire.ii'rs jirejiarr an atiwuni of theii: 
aduMs, madr up jutl as if ihty v;i r B.inkn pt* . '1 he Right Honour.ihlc* Secretary 

anfwctt.d tlie account with gn.ii uig'niniv, and upon that iflnc the Bill proceeds. 
£o that the Compar.y, m frl, had not hrt ii t.iirly heard, and that Hoti»e were wholly 
in the d.irk as to any ini' .rnn'.on thr C^)n';'auy wrie ahle to lay before them. Hav- 
i’lir dwell for foiTK; tlnif on the tmpropuriv of i^iocceding under fuch circunjflancc|5, 
Mr. Hntuhis f.iid, aT the King in his S, .ecu at the end ot lall Scllions, rncnmniul the 
.Atfairs of India, and Cud- r would he one ot tiie firil fuhjcsSts taken into umridera- 
tinnw'aen Parliament m'- again, he wa. vntithd to prclnme that the Right H*>- 
riourahle Guitlcman hot o\ i» . ripe’ madi up h..s mind to bis fyllem, and that he 
P'-rfectly well knew what that I ' 'was. It vv on Id have been fair, tin r-f'irf, to 
h.i\i. < '.inmun'* .fed to thr L.iii Com. inv, by their Chainiian, or through foirie 
other medium, what i!i« f)llem\va., tiiai they might have prepared themklvf s to 
t'. ii • i ir.vard wirh a true iUtr of their accounts ; and to dclcnd themfehes againft 
th ' Bill when Parliameiit met. Ilavinp, fa’d thjsj he went into a detail of thr pro- 
tvtdings ot the Seciet Commiuce, and of the origin, principle, and purview of the 
Bill which he had brought in lad year. He dcchared the laft Adminill ration had 
no h.*iid in fornimg it : That it was 'di awn only by a few Members of the Secret 
Committer. He argeed upon the piopriety of giving mure power in Tiidla to the Go- 
vt rriment ther*, latlurthanto enlarge ihe powers here. After going very fully 
t' lov.gh ihis part of his lubjecl, he eamc to the conddoration of thr prt feni Bilfp 
n.'iich he ifpiobatcd, as big with ih-' riiol> aUrming conk quences tii the ConilitLition^ 
decla’-ing Ir created an Imf'eriam tr Itnputii ; and fo far from incrcafip.g the Infl^enye 
the Cr'iwi., did what was much wmrfe, creatrj a new', inordina'e, and unex- 
ampled Inducnee, which it placed in the hands of the MiniUcr of the prefent day, 
and his jiarty, for five years together. He deferibed the dangerous confcqucnccs of 
I'ach an iniiuence, and recommended the appomtment of a new Secretary of Sute, 
(a Sect eta ry of State for India) as a far preferable mcafure. He declared, he had 
rather fee the Mailer of ihc Shew, than the Puppqts he meant to move ; if therefoyjB 
Mr. Fox was in fuch an otlicc, he was pcifuaded the duties of it would be ailiv^y 
and ufcfully difeharged, and the Public much better ferved than by the feven £a|w 
j'rrors the Right Honourable Gentleman meant to nominate. 

The Solicitor Gbnlkal replied, and turned the aigumqnts of ATr.I>undaS;^onthe . 
Miiilder’s not having given the Eall India Company earlier notice of his iy firm. 
Upon himlrlf, aikinig, whv he had not given the Company due notice of his Bill of 
laR year ? Mr. Maualield faiJ, ;hc Jmferittw in already cxified ; it was the ' 

£aft 
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IMt Sndit Compatiy, accor<!ing to its p-efrm conftiwtion. Mr. Mansfield! added 
ttUktiy other cogent ai^umenlb in reply to Mr. Pund.i'.. 

Mr* T. 1*1 I T made an eloquent detlantntory fpcci-h ai^ainft the prrfrnl r'^ 

charging them with having j oHefird ihfiul'-hv'- or in an unwai'r.intjhlc mar.- 

neff and declaring, he confidcred the pielrnt bill :i.s to opic-!ti\r and alanning .iii 
• aittaikon the iibertics of the Subje^l, the •Tn‘t,encciur of Pai! annnt, the preruj'j'- 
/tivc of the Crown, and the principles of ihc Conltuuiion, ili at he feared, liithssas 
i:he daring violence of his Majeliy's prefer-t fcrvani^, they should not ilop ihcir 
ahefperate hands, till they gave the country its d-. atli blow. 

Lord- John Cavendish role with feme warmrli, and dctjai<'d, words and jf- 
£:itions UeliTCred with all the ardour of declamation, were nuihei pi oofs nor ar- 
Igumcnts. When the Bill came to be coolly fonlidi-jeil, the rnbln. would IVu what 
' pains had becif tahen by thole who railed lb much rumour againft it, ii> confoenr! 
'dieir iudgments, and millcad their undciflaiidiug':- The l’.iHw.*s fmh a r nr jlu.'v- 
' 0S Ohe fituation of aflairs required. Al) fyflcnis niuft netellajilv he adapted lo the 
fityiatton and tircumil antes, of a country. Nobody but a ehiiu or a irillrr 

of continuing the prtTrnt Conilituiiun of the India Companv, and nuh-,. ilintr 
veho tud aheady proved llienifelv.eb inadequate to the en.-igyot Goveinment, in'? 
medium of apply. ng a new fyfieni i« India. There wi-ie then but two cj'ilcma ; '1 o 
give tlie Crown tin* appoint inents, or to nominate in Parliament to ihcir. The 
latter W3ii adoji*e<j. Whs ? Becaulbit was the moil eHicacious, Hecanie th'' Kill 
-was an e.\Terimcnt, and to give the fyftem fair iiial, it mult necefiarrly be pt'f/n i- 
. auipt for a liifficieni time,* to pros'c bs utility. Tl'.ir coohl not be done in any ' th t 
iSyvay than that chofen. It was recellavy alfo for him to remind the Houh, that it 
^^arhanient did not pafs that adV other, for the relief of the I'.all India 

it'ornpanv, within twenty days, the proccTs mull ifluc tn>m the fixtiiequcr, and ilie 
good;, of^ the Coiitp.iny be all feized by virtue of an cMtni. I'oi by that time, th^ 

• limitation of the Aft of Parliament would expire. With ivgard to having t haiigi*^ 
principles, hisLordlhip fald, he had never changed’ tbnn. Hr had often, in th*; 
eKiuril* of a thirty years parliaittcncary found it right to aft w’lth dilierent fi rs 
of irwn. He had never deferted others, but others had dcfeni*d him; anu ih*l 
snore than onve, tivice, or ihilre. With regard to P.irty, there alw'.sys n»ufi and 
would be party ih a free countiy. Ttwas infcparablc friom the n.iturv ol ourf'onr 
■ftiivuifm i he had been ajparty m.in all his life, and fo tic Ihwild coniiuuc. Th< re 
was, lyjL?’ec;^‘r, An eflVmial diftV^rence ’between Party And Faftion p P.trty was 9 
frttt-nf ip doft'nrftif?n founded on previous c»)nrulcncc ; Faftion ihc cry of’ an he- 
^i'>gcjifou5 tq^polition, without fy A cm, and without.'Conmctiion. This, liowcvir, 
■WAi an isvarlable maxim in his political''cr#cd, that j'ublir :n<*n jnutfi fi^urfon ihdV 
'public fcharacler,. and that the private favour of the PruKc was not the conlniutiona! 
jnoad to 4>rtRe. 


/Mr. W. Pitt rofr the rar^ment Lord John fat down, and made onr of his rnort 
■ fpeerhes. He condemned the principle^f^f the Bill in mri rr.'. of frverc j''* 

. jgreh'enltosi, aiiacked the C«.«aUtion, aiul charged Mr. Fox wlih adttiig with nu -i, 
"ihfp^ed eiiefi.ics to thoi'e principles which the Right Honourable Ccrrhina-k 
lO' gl»ahnfil.y-cJterted himlelf in liefc/ dingandenforting^ who*' fu' had firft bt- 
his political ^lid parli.nn>cntaiy fsarecs * At'.d had the boi our «.*f lighiinc; by Ins 
fcih^-in ^therfjTnW ««fe } acaufr wlirthhe never would ah.i’-d.Mr. Mr. Pitt ripped 
■upV^nc oM Farllamcntary Lvrr.isj ai;>d shrew in the tmh of Mv. Fox, tb? words 
“liehadufed,. When the miluMtlcrlbading* »^i^**»* in fl'r fomc years ftiice 
V^tv^eWhim" artel .i5!»oiher',M«ii'b<*r. Mr. Put talked of tlu- rionriy .<!lowcd to the 
'^eftiAtnllcr Cimimittsii*' to inect^ pri^xdb aftii:nilment3 of the laws, lu]>erxmcnd 
;|?«rlxaTncm, a^d^tf foul its txmdvrft,*iin<tcpdiparcd it with the nor filtering the 
India CrafApany to be h^rd or tb.feaXc their defence, whea ihcir Chartvreil 
■■Kighttf aud prOj'cmes were iit immwtfj^aiigcr. 

^ Tn:<^ie^coiHrfe of hfe Spoftrhk he'^lcd^. KimfqlT to bring fi>rway«l a Phire for the 
'^fetiarr/j^vernmrnr 4f‘nur Territorial' Acquifttions, and fiwr the. fuiun- uianagr- 
aiwnt 'of out 'Territoria!' 'Revenues in India, Icfs likely to create imlvcrfal'^a- 
. arid difniar, fcfa oppreflive; Icfs violent, and lefs unconiiiiu* n.nal j hvix 
fat iSore falutary and fafir tlian tlfc BiU then under confiJ. rAt...n. Mr. Pitt faU 
he was not then ripe for the mnuU.n. the Propafituia tt; v. i;.. l> h- xl.'cucd^ bat ire 
wlcdgod hIiAfcl|i topTcdace and iVate it to the Houfe tm y ll t.*n: . > 
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S P'x* m.Kf- a ir^'iy ro aj /ri.a hi hfcn the , 

1 ' r :r I Ik- j ' .-j’ iwi;', .(M.i :k;«hiiiI hiiuic ii, jn « llrain of argument ingenaity, aa(t\ 
: ' v, t'l.’i . xif'viitl f v**n h" rvo atlmirabh* Sj>reches cwi tlic Tmuc fubjeft ia 

r ;k.i: tif . Hf rcti lu tl ll^arply on Mr. I'm for his pcrlbnaiiiy^ and dcHred 
' :i :■) irJtroi't hirn lo far, as to it-a^-h him in cimo to check his rifing 
I.'. <>', j.ii' L.f'f 1 -. r rcic:ntiii«‘nr at IMitii.*! Tauics betray him into allufiffm to 
'• >:•( . v(i 1 *0^ .'<1/1, .11 (i that had ht-cii made the lubje^t of perlunal quarrcL 

al'.'jiior . V. fit' fti. -ll/ \in| ailiamciuary and unwarrantable. For his part, h* 

‘ 1. ■!.■ ,'v:. :t v. lUrto forget hiu cumitich* ilian to let political diragr'e#- 

u ran'^ . i.it i jKil j'ia! animofit t , a.ul kindle tup .a jagi', al once vtnj^m]^> 
j ' ! r, . i.<! ..iKjfiv i-.a .. Air. ro.\ all'o repr.i'Ucndt'd Mr. T, Piu, for charging 
’> , ! .. ;'i i i/ti) .the OovmuiU'iu. He faid he and Kis colleaguea 

!..i ! »'■ 1 11 I'.f ■\oii;iiKiu, jolh as ii Iwid been ieiAt-d on a year berore^ 

a:.o !■> 11 tw.iiid 1.. 1. !/i d im ar.iiii, whenever they lliould lofc the majority of thaf 
JI V. J i t iM Mr. M.uiiiA, he faid, if one llarling xvas bought, he hoyeij 
i'.' -ii.i.K, III iiK- H'l.Me would not gu ih far as to refufe buying another, chat: 
-111- in tf.ii* u.inn i.< n ’'n d «>n cat h atm t»f the S, 'taker's Chair, and the Anii-Cojkli-' 
i . V.. j.Miktd iM the face as well as the Coaiition *, the latter not being more itw 
, . j ... ms rl'an ii'c toniu-r. 

Mr. ’'- "i laid, he never would rornplv with the requeft made him by Mr. Martin, 
t-i u-lrir ti’.iurc roenritni of the Marquis of Rockingham’s name. Thatno- 
i** .K.d ai'.u h l.uruiited bt.iicfm.ui, hid he lived till now, Mr. Fok faiJ, he was 
jr,i ..lilt J v/ouidh.uc gtscii h's tirm fupport to the Bill, not upon the principle of 
It-. ’.King .iny thing Jiki uii itivahon or betrayal of the Rights of their ConAiciients, 
bv.it iKTuuk It \v.i‘ J TiicaUiie K.tlled fur by neotlilty, and jiiltlfied by expedient j a 
.ft) .uaic cahul.iiMl ii, uLcvc the Kail India Company from their diftrefSj.to 
f-i.i.K* to ilirin rhf f .,t/.njiAc incmo|Hily of their Trade to India; to give happinetb i 
ai.d fjfriy to thiny iiilllicnis of fuhfefU abroad, and lo .veil the Government of 
oiir Tetrii«H!.il Aiqu.hiiuns, and tlv; rii.inagenu iic of oifr Terjiitoritil Keyc«( 
ni.i's III Alia, in fneh hand-j, and fubje^ to-fuch controul at home, as ihould pre* 
Ic'-vc them to ilir Country. Mr. Fox defended the Bill ill a manner perfrdlly maf* 
terij ; and (i d, l<i h.l’v incjid waa he of the TcfliTudc of the meafure, thafi 
h>’ w'lcl'.i ti'qm I wry ihng it. With regard to the names to be pfonofed, he 
+1 -.H 'Kri> >T !\ .ihir lined ti^m ment liming them, that the BiH might reft on its owa 
n:i r i , a.'il .I'A i;> mi alone. As a noble KarJ had been alluded lo, he \Could only 
ia>, tl'ui it i.'ch.iilofl .lliain wa'j to bf one Commilhoner, he did not mean- 
jt«.* I n»,'i-rf J’.u 1 ImiiJicIJ, Liq. : T lUbcr. Mr. Fox dirrd^ed parts of his Speech 
moll .li'ly £o \vn..i h.iJ l.aioii from Atr. I'owy ai.d Mr. Pundas, obtaining the cry 
ihuty iiioic than ouce, at the «.Api*n<.c of each of thole Gentlemen* 

Mr. Ax 11 UN rii.ide a tart reply, decl.iring he looked on the Bill to be neithoc 
more nor Ickthan .i bargain between the Right Honourable Sccret.iry and his no* 

Me CoUfAgue. The noblt Lord and he had- agreed, that the Secretary Ihould haVar; 
tlie/lirc£tion of the Kali India patronage for the hiR five or feven years, and tint 
iiuble Loi d for cvi-r aftir. • 

, At length, ii being half paft four in the morning, the 'Houfe divided. 

Ayes, ■■■ 217 V 

Noes, , 163' 

Maioriry, 114 / 1 - ' 

The Call Ilf the Houfe was then ax’journcd by Mr* Pitt till Wcdh^Wl^’ tiU 
^vbith tinic the iloufc alio adjourned. " 


K iVeineJSi^^ 



C 66 3 


Wednefdayy December 3, 17B5. 

** ThcOrd(rof thr Day hfing mov<*d, for the li.iiifi to icfolu* iifrlf Into a Coin*. 
inittee of the whole Houle, on the }<;ll fu *♦ \ritnig (he Allan b of the l-.iit 
** India Company in the hands of ceitain C’oiTiiiuiiioiat‘^, for i he luMufit <>f liu* 
“ Proprietors and the Public/* the fame was a'jrcrdio, ant! tli«‘ inoiioii “ that tin* 
Speaker now leave the Chair," being likexsi»'*i irrWd, Mr. On!:' look hi£ feat at ti c 
table, when the confidcralion of ihe picambJc bc-n-g as iilual pollponeo, the Com- 
thittee proceeded to debate the rlauiVs, and hll up the blani 

The lirll claufc, as moved to be amended, and as tlw* inou'-.i ’■ as ( irriet*, /j 
the government and manar^ement of the 'leinfoiial I'ulblUoni, fli-wnvrs aiulCon'i- 
. mrree of the Unittd Cornpjny of Men bants, trading to the l.al^ Indie , by tin: 
Dtr^£lors and Propricl«)i-» ol the Company, during lUt toniiiu an- •• ' 1 r!.c A't. 

The 4jUnk. in the h».')nd, which ftates who aic to bw the Ic'cn C^.iinillioncrs^ 
was filled with the names of 

William Pail Fii.- ■.il'.’arn. 

Hon. Frederick Mon».iga. 

■Right Hon. George I.j gommonly called Lord LcAilham. 

Hon. Groij'/* An^ndvis Nnitli. 

Sir Gilbert Elliot, H.iit. 

Sir Hem V I'leieher, Bart, and 

Robert Gregors, Kl'p 

And any th'r: «if t'lem were v«*(*fd who the povers and ant’ooiltics hcretr'f-irc 
veiled in the D.ceAcirs ;nd (Genera! Court of PiopiAtor'. 

Mr. Fox of lovufe nann-il the ConnnllTiorers , but m propofmg ibi rn rel'i 
ly, he fairly Il.itf d to the lioufe the gu»und.. on v. hith he uMninati d 0 ich. lit; 
ia-.d the whole feven that he ibould propojV, v/err name*, v, bid: he iruiied would 
f’ifTieiently recommend themlelvcs, and not onlvrefoic calumnies thron n out againrt 
him in tint Hoafe, hut pr'>vc, that he bwked to a4i dpriai.’iMn’nt of nien of un- 
f(uei1idnable tharaifter and Integniy, fupeiioi to undue iniUiem t of any kiiul, or 
that mn/.hl. be attempted from any quarter. All of the fevi n, l»ut two, hoi fvixi-»l 
C'rber on the Set ret or Sele»fV Commituvs appoinlod by ibat id inij »c> the Af- 

fair" of the Kaft India Comi'iinv, and were ibeiefore per' ‘Cily compcLeiu lotliego- 
Vrri ru' nt of India, ai d the luUire irifnagemtnt ot its eor.« imi's. 

When be named Lord h'it/ «. liLim, r'lc name ,saii'etl uiMu rnoui^ v , 

On nominating Mr. Motitagu, wli", he faid, w«-'uld, bi, aci -"ptl-ig the ofihe, 
vacate the high place he row held order b's Mai-ily, Sir V.d.’Mid Arl-y mfr, and 
fa;d, neither he, noj any null., cmilJ hawiho h-ui .>b|«c:.on t.s Mi. ISIi r. .igj ; but 
he wilhed to kno4ir whether he was to eomunu' to rolti nis f«ai in l^^l!l.^^Ml‘ut ' 

Mr. Fox faid, it was not then the iim»*ti» .-ok iVrb j queiiidp . b.-r wheinveii* ir 
Iholiid be thoughr pm, < " to ni'-ve a CJI.nilc .'DiO|” i!»*h'ati #n to i / -ai m t!i sr Houl'f, 
on rhegioundof any ncrfon’.s holding the or vPOt D*reet'/r of th • Ajl'.urs for Jn- 
di.a, he would n c. • n with ins < bjcctions. J*. aij}«ared to huii evers w js projirr, aiok 
indeed pecellbry to confi!>cn< y, tb.:t perfi^u .uJhng undi r i l’.irluim<-niary Con* . 
miiiion, Ihouid be Members of Parh.^iuent. In the j'refeni can, it w :i.s juiUii ularly 
needfary, inKia mint!, that ihef«’"*n Comm j dinners holding, like hi, Majelly's 
Minitlcrs, high ami refponfifalr filvutVions, ll.o Id be Member: *if >'io or othei of 
the Houfes of Parliament, in orfler, like thirn, to be daily pi- f.-iu, and thus be- 
come liable to daily tm^jiry or cenfure, asihe face of their < iuiducl might render 
requifite., 

Sir Eowaitr) As t lev could not help diiTtring fr'^m the Kight Hon. Gentleman ; 
he talked of the Board of Trade and other public Ik arJ^^ abohllicd Sy Mr. Burke’s 
Bill, and faid, to xvhat end abolilh influcnvtkin one or ^wo trilling luiiauccs, if we 
kwreafe it in a larger ? 

Mr, Foe pointed out the extreme difference of the cafci, 1 he ofricers of the 
boards aholilhed, held ihcir places at tKe pkafure of the Crown, whlih gave the 
Minitia a conl\pf intiuence over their The perfons nominated Directors by 

■'* * the 
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tff-.* B 1'. L'r.dor coi.r»\ratior-, wre lo be appointed Directors for a cerliln 

T isii «.J ihc Al.i.tlitr iluicfoic for the time be could havt no innuepce 

0.^1 ri.i'ii. 

All. I'l, \ ili.i!, lu’ d. Hiked the prim ipic of the Bill fomuchf that he fincere* 
V. it v.cver ; afs loto a law ; bui with regard Co the point in <leb«t<^ 

hi ap,ri*. J tno'l p.*! wicti the Right Honourable bccretary, and ditFcred entirc- 

Iv lioni }il'> IfvJi oiii a*>le I'liene., the Hununrable Baronet behind him. He thought^ 
on a great vaiiei / of lu.ouat-., tnat inuil be obvious to every loM*r of the conllitu- 
tioii, ihai if perJous to he appointed, lo adt under a Parllameniary cwnrulA 
lii. , Mc iiibei^ot I’at li.Mu iU '.ve;e, of all others, the inoft proper to be named in 
thit Comtniluon, as they would by that means be fubjedl lo daily queflion from 
thof’ oiuh r wtiol'e au l.oriiy they adted. Air. Powy^ faid, he verily believed^ if 
th.e Ivii’Mt lloiioutalil.- ba letary had picked and culled from all the names In the 
i\ai!o;i, Is.- tould not hav«- piti.h'*d upon two> not only ids exceptionable, but every* 
^,.ly to n:fj‘<’(‘t.ible, ,»iul l'» v.-orthy of the highdl coiitidence) as the nainrs he had 
propiiif-d. jMr. Powy. declared, he ihould not vote upon anyone of the elauica be* 
foie the t'oiniiultee. 

Mr. MevTA<;u’a name being then unanimoully agreed to, Mr. Fox propofed 
that d I.'^rd L-v’ilham, who had been upvin one of the Committees. 

All. .Vkdin' laid, he arolc not to object to Lord Lewilhaiu peifonally, becaufe 
no in.iii had a more jirofonn'l refpect for the chai adcr and abilities of the noble 
I. od than he hjd ; hut li.‘ wilhed to lay it down as a poiition worth attending to, 
til n ilviie Mtinlu'j wiio li.i<l been upon Committees of the Houle, ought not for 
l!> a le.ifon to be de.'uv'-il more cligilde than otht‘rs, to oilices created in conrcqucnce 
Of i hr Reports ruMji.Ueil by tlu lahour oi ihofe Coinimtters, Jn- other wordsj he 
d’d not w ih to have it .idmitteU a‘j .i rrafou wliv any Ciesulemart ihould be pieier* 
ably a]'poniird to an otliee, conititnted in toofeque.icc of the luggeltious of a Com* 
tnliii o, for lus haviny, hern a Member of that Cr>ninilltce, 

Mr. Fox irphrd, and with loine 1 ji\ aim obferved, I’nnc it was rather a ft range 
obiertion to the noble Loid, to contend, that he was Jel''> eligible to be appointed a 
under a Coiiinulhon for the heller (Jovcrnmrni of India, b’caufc Imc 
knew mere of the ful.Mvl of Indian aft lirs than mdl orher prople could do, 

Mr. '\ri>j-n iijiieil, .Mid laid, ihe Right Hon. Sivrrt.iry\ anfwci went the 
Length of implying, te.a: in. .. i r perfon knew any thing of Indian aftjirs but ihofe 
who h.i 1 1'. en in' one oi oilv i «f iie two C nnmitu-ffs. Mr. Arden repealed his far- 
mer obfei vation, and laid, all hr infant that It ought not to belaid down as 4 
rnU-, that Gentle. lUT, having birn Membcis of a Commit rre who fuggefted anew 
•ftn.'*, were moic p;cfci.ible th.au others, when the nomination of thole who were 
to in fuch oifiee was adiuftiug ; bee-iule if that were the cafe» every man in 
th.ai Houfe, who Inid a view to a lucrative or honorary cmjdoymenc, would pro* 

< urr him felt to be t hi.i'tn a Member of a ConimitCce likely to pave the way to the 
c rear., n of fueli cmplnv mrnt. • 

Mr. JJak i K laid, tlu re .appeared fomelhiqg fo contradictory in the remarks juft 
m n'e, that he was forry to hear them come from his learned Friend ; and he thought 
iriv.”' V .une With a peculiar ill giacc fiom that fide of the Houfe. Gentlemen inuft 
rfmen.il ;i, liiat it li.id been contended over and over again, in objeftion to the 
I rmc )|'Jf of ihr Bill, liiar it went to the ellablilhmcnt of fuch ji fyUcm as Had 
nevrr nrcMi heiird of; fuch a lyltem as could never have entered the brains pf any 
man ; a lyllern th.it nobody could poilihly have guefled at. After this, it was 
Icaici'ly to be believed, that one of the very Gentlemen who ufed fuch arguments, 
fl’O.dJ now contend, that a noble Lord was an unfit perfon lo be a Direftor, be* 
caul'c he had been a Mc’mberof a Committee apiYOinted three years ago, and wliich 
C'lmniittee every man’s common frr.fe told him, could nor have had fiich a Bill as 
;lif pi dent in tlifir contemplation. 

Air. Ariirn replied .iga’ii, and declared, he never had inlmuated that the nirfile 
L>r.l propof.-d, cither was now, ot was ever, liable to be iDflutfneed by any fuch 
m-.ui i.not.ve, wlun he became a Member of any Oommitree. Ha had in hzs firft 
dcdarid the very high re^pvH he entertained for his charaiter,^and faid then, 

A~ he O il e m.-'re rep'-au-d. th.it he merely ijiadc the remark upon general ground, 
and .'IOC w.th any paititwiar application. 


Genera]^ 
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General’ S>!!TT| fhifJ a wor«rj to dtfirr, that tliMfi* v, ho af tSe r 'pr fn 

the ilojfe dedicated their time and attcrt.on u> ti ^ vu'oiiv TiaL.., [>) .u’(.:i <. x'l 
Ifarliatnentary Committees, might ik.i have ai.y lL.vh ilLiu.ial in >iive-> '..i.iilud 
their conduct. 

' Lord Lewliham’s name then puTcd unanlm' isily. 

Previoufly to nominating Colo n*l North, Mr/Fi<x fa'd ht fl oul.l prol al Iv li..ve 
a laugh at the expence ot the Cc>aliiic*i, v.hen l»e tame r , mcht.'-n I'lc ,eil r .1 ; 
xvjs next about to propofe ; that Ihouid not, ho’vevrr, I'-uvi'nl h .11 liutn tkLlu.i.g 
the fatisfa^ion he fcU, and hoped he thouhl foiuinue t*"' icc!, in a^ki.o <Kdi>,!iig and 
doing jullicf to metit, K-i hitu nieti wiih it wheu he might. 

Colonel No«h*^ name was un.sniinouliy agrted to. 

Mr. Fox laid fomething extremely handtoine alio of Sir Tl.'ur; Fieri her and Mr. 
Gr^ory, whole names weie likewilc unanunoully agired ii» 

'Ine ue.xt alteration pro j o fed was, to v4tange the word (..‘ 'iniriiMin'.er to the wi.-d 
iD!rtt£tor,> all through the illl) ; an alteration adopted by Mi. h'ov, to inei-r the w:il ts 
•f 'leveral gentlemen who had delivered their opinions ujion me ihll, on the d.-* . s ■>! 
former debate upon it. 

An alteration was alfo made in the third rlaufc, wlvch empowered the Ihrecto' % 
to polT'els thrmfclves ot the land,, hoiifes, books, papers, &’i'. ot ihc Comptiiiy. 1 he 
cldofe was modified, and IcTs ofienlis-ely wordtd. 

When the Commitr?'.* caiiio to the fouith cl^iule, that apj OiUtlng th.e I'ight ,/M- 
fiftant l^iredlors, Mr. Fox faid, ll^\vas under a l.itle ditlicult/; he h id r errairly 
mentioned his intention of h.iviVg only Eight yVfliliant D.rcLiors, bvt he had hi '’ii 
ads'ifcd by thofc convcrfimi with the Company’s alFaiis, to propc<ic lor i!ic 

* lAke of divid.ng them unto three and three, to l\ij erlntend the didcKiu Coiiiin.tU’c 
and for the inoie cimvement dilpjich ol bulinelV He llunild ihi'iel’oie piOvoIe N ;;.. , 
and he faid, lie lidd'ielei.icd them out' m’ the namrs of thole, whotithei ti.eu '.vet'’, 
«r formcily had been, In the direction ol tlie Company’s aiLiiri*, agtciabic to the 
advices of perlons compeient to inform him upon the lituj N.n 

lihe names propoied to hll up the blan.k>wcrc, 

Thomas Chca,p» Elij. 

George Cummir.g, hJo, 

John Harrilon,. F.lij, 

Richard Hall, Kfep 
Stephen Lulltington, 
folui Mitehio, Kl‘(|. 

Joiiii Smith, Kfq. 

George Tatein, Efq. and 
Jac'wb Will.infoii, Fjo. 

Mr. Fo.x faid, he law no panienlar fcafon why ih-ff Alfi/^ant Direftors ll'..;vjhF 
adt be Membe»'s of Parli.-uiu nt, and therefore he had luit iiopofcd any clauly do- 
claling an AtVirtmt PueeF-r im .^pahlc »«t , a feat 111 tliai Hojl'e. 

Mr. Hussrv defired the iltght Hoiiour,>'.ik* Surctaiy to rcvi.Ive the mailer m 
hia mind, and .'tlheJ him if lie could afli •, » any n afon to llir'v,*il»at Mi'inh'-rs of 
Parliament would make h.-tier Alhliant i’> r'^elors ih.:n ntiiM ireo. Mr. Huui-y 
declared his thorough apprubatiun ol the Jhlit it ii.-id, he hi d, het u called a boM 
meafare, but.4iewas pirfuaded, !»' India in-.U! be I'.iv-d ai .11!, *1 couio oi ly he by 
bold mealu res. He wllhed, howev 1, to convince the puhiu . th t hi-. Majelly’s 
Miniders and Parliament yore detent. 'ued to ’ with purity .T.ii w-lrh vigour, and 
ti.erefore, he faid, if the Honourable Sccietarv did dot, hew' uld propofe a clhufe' 
o.i bringing up the Report, to dccl.xre the ho** ng the office oi .in AfniTant Direttor 
incompatible with the holding a feat in tisar Ho*’lc. 

Mr. Fox faid, whenever luch a cla’ilc w.12, ottered, he v,'-u!rt meet it, and argue 
it; u/./a its 'proper grounds. He then faid, that with jeg.-iru to i:>ying the Seven 
iPIrodWs. and Nine Alfift ants, his owi op.n!./n, he would fal:!/ fay, was innfi 
de.'iiunlly forgiving them all fixed and knoi.M lalaTies. 'Fhai,. however, he bad given 
i»p, with reg.’irdto the Seven, paitly at lliC iuitance of the p.-rfuiis thctnfelvcs, and 
^lartK' In ucVtreiice to the judgmiMU of others. The Nine Aifilla'.t DIrriloii, how- 
ever, mult 'in't!oeI>irdly be pa'd for their time and trouble. He found on fnqi.iiy, 
^ha*' the Inii'.i ullowrd the ^'rtfcni Twenlv-fo ’r the ino-iciaie lalaiy of 

a-plccc, ... ili'.Unal w ihc Ciisur.Mr. De;- :y Ch-irmar, wh. h 

amounted 
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ami v'li.lf'J rtea’ tVrf"* ih.-i Cir.d a-\£*3r ; tl.nc was bt'lidf, a taM’c, SfC.pr<Jvt»Jip#^ 
.’'1, ;'i. . i wii't.i .lu.-.utiii-u lo .i}>*iur ^500!. luort; ibthat inth-! \vhol«y 

V'. CA 't ;,;, Ci'Mijia'.. \% i*« .ir c-irht tln.'iirani.l a-vcar. He meant to pro* 

f" Ui ii Mi N.i.', A:i..ii;.i fluiuid li.wi cool, per annum, which 

■.!. .unMim’ to . 1. 1>> ihaj the (.'■‘inp.iny \v«»uiii lave ne«r lour thouland a-ycar. 
t ’t)'* C'oniiiiiii.<;iiL-i‘. V. cvr j tui at all, ilu- Puhiit, and not the Company, nought to 
:j' I'cni. 

Sir Wir r 1 I'c-i 11 1 'j faitl, he honrd the RV,ht ITononiaW-* Gtiulcman would 
.1 Li! iiy t'f'i- ih in. 'I’h.it u w,*^ Idle lo f<p«'Cf the Puhlie (hnuld be feived 
1 1 ;rn.'; ; .iiui in h", o\'‘- \>K'f iiiJih th** wilrlt way would be to rivr tlv Seven 
J)i,- ‘fli'i's nxic! l^i.u ^ \ 1 . or I ^oqK a-year r.ach, or foincthing hamifoiiie, but 

11 .'ov latf* I'oiTK ihiPk^, i -nniate. 

J he I irtlir'i- I .Mi’i'j.a' .p oMm- niAttri *.as linn waxed,, and the C-oimniilec 
pr I f*i fi'tl i«, till v,p liie i.th«T .••a.iKi. Five Directors wire ein|v,n\t‘ied to remove 
xiul «!;Ij*laic an Aliil' int Dii.vtor, who ihould ujH>n C'quiry, and after ex.imination^ 
S: i.> iM-*n .‘rand g.. !ty ol nc^lr.'t ot or a wiliul d:l?beilicme of order*; ; bac 

the Fi. .■ are lo enter their rcal'oiia tor lb leiuoving tbch Alhllant DiPeflor, in their 
j'jurna's. 

r,ur<l F!:'/xvIll!.im was .appointed Chairman of the Seven Dlreftors^ and Mr. Mm- 
tar,.! C’Uaiiman. 

l eilou is to he .1 niivc^Mr, or AlTiflanc DireiHor, ag.tinll whom, the charge of 
< 'j i pi;ir»u',*, |>«*ml,itH)ii, <»r opj-reihon v»f the native*., ot India lhall appeli on the 
iti i'idsoi the Compai* . : ■ '•> ><m» . 0 hoe the lime «>f his iiv.iini nation,, or lhall He 
»ii.id<* upon ortfh beft/V'* me iJiiertoi t:i'j v-'rrs beior* the laid nominailoii, nnliJ. the 
I>'refi»)r,, or a-iy lln>'e < f tlirni, Ih.ill have r“.unined into the fani'-, ;«nd Jliall have 
<st (.hired upon o.-th oeinre hi*- MajeUy in Countij, that they in ilicir tonllientc be- 
l*exe iLfh pcrlbn i.ot r»i.;l:y ol the J’ard ih.irgc. 

iSt pirlbn in iliw o; the Company, eitlier r,e\v d'* liTetofore, lhall in* 

wa[.,.(iii; ot bung a Diuetwi, ui iVindant Dnefitoi, till a.l^r lie had hit India full 

two X'r .11 s. 

'I he J)i '(v*t(W‘ v'vi,»y .X of the Company’s Aff'alrs beibae the Company, once 
in * vr iy ft\ mont h* . 

1 he 1 1 uilc, ibiii.dJin;^ me Pioyi lewis tioni holding any other meeting than txvice 
a-year, ^vas given e., acul It; ; k Ait by Mr. box, to meet the wdheu ot the Pro- 
el 01 *. 

'I'hc Diredlo ''; .“irc to iay an a of the jjtodnc: of the Territorial, ard other 

Rov«‘ni'.'-:i ot the C'jfTip.u.s , atiii a!to Kll’inaiev ot thf- Civil, MUitaiy, and Naval 
Fflablilhirients, tog-‘it.v.i x\.rh a ihitc of the Lend, and other (iehr*,, l>etou* boih 
Houles of Parliaiiieiu, w.tiiui d-iys after Parh.'mcnt meet!; eauh Selhons. 

The preatiihle 10 the eia.de, page 7, of the puMUed Bill, on the fubjeft of the 
Mhiniatngetneni of the C’< inwmy hax lUg arileii fioiii neglcit of the DirciStors, iti 
not '■xaiiiining ehai g.*s rr.iniiii iied roem agaiiiil their lei vanes aliroad, is Ihuch out ; 
tut the Hiirrioiii sse to ex.'iminv into I’ach ciiargesiii fuLuie, wjcliin iiventy 

tL:yi ail r liiev aie !■ leivul I } lh'-»n. 

'I he jj.’ ohli'd d to rernrn .irfwrr i« the Gtjveriuir Geneial and Coun- 

cil, v.,j..n aiiv inui.’i ixijUiring their opmjon oi direction, within thne inonths Ailcz 
ri.' iX,..j ti.e htti u r. tpi.i.iu; the Knne. ^ « 

Thru. Diieilor. to It cm a Beard, 

All t.jtir r^..,iid<.iii.e of the Diudtor:;, With .all peifons In the iVrvivc of theCom- 
yaiiy. to h.* h(iu,;d i,y the iriarx, by order otthe Board. 

'I he Aft to be ill f./uc for J'.ui years, from ilie tiiat of the Bill’s receiving the 
Royal .Atlcnl. 

Mr. Fox pio[v>(«*tl five vears, hut fa id, he did fo, beoaufe he miift propife fbme 
ftn.d pcib'd> as ihrmM.Vr oL iheBiU; Ihould ii, howexer, hereafter apjjcar to bc- 
rh.- will of many Gentlemen r«xiiave it limiu-d to a ilioiicr pL-rlod, he x\ ould fubmlr. 

S.i William DoLuf n derlaied he wid.cd it to be as Ihort as polfible. He ap- 
J the Bill cniiu*!y, and was ti* t xnfldrnt of the integrity and ability of the per- 
t.i-, n.inud (hr Dirceiois a::d Alhftani D'lvotors. that he xvas nady co irul>. them fdr 
t 1 ; hot 111* i.v-i . iiln luf. xv.lh d ihc i!il: be iimncd to ihrce yeara p if it iucceeded, 
he r'..x'i I'll ■, bi i Ji. th- di.vc red, a much lo;n;er period would readily be 

granicdj 
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I more crpecl*l!y as it ^^is profefr(*<ily a Bill of experiment, he thought 
^ Jr years a period long eiiough far trial. 

■ Fox faid, he would take the medium, and named /ar/f j'cars, which propofi- 

ISoh. was acceded ta 

Dempstkii faid, he feared India wa** not to be laved ; but if any thing could 
^it, he verily believed this Bill w'ould. Houilhcd, liovccvcr, if it lould be dun 
^ifthout v'iolaring the Common Law of Knijaiul, tliai a daule w.is nnruduced tor 
vfllahlilhing feme fort of a -Civil JurildiiLun, and veiling it in the Diredtors, if it 
;iaenz no* farther than, enabling them to levy fiiio on di hn^uentii, und^r their autho- 
,but atthe lame time, leaving an appeal to the Cuurib ot Law, and to I'arliament^ 


• open. 

' 'The SoLrerTott Or NER al brought up an additional elaufe, and Mr. Fox brought 
.isptwo, fmc of them for allowing a Salary of 50CI. />t/ unn. to c.i»Ji Alin', ant Dircctor,k 
to be paid by the Company. 

Hawing gone through the Bill, the Chairinan was ordered to report the AmenJ- 
’ asents io the Houfe. 

.‘\Thc Houie being refumotl, Mr. Fox moved, that ?hc ReiH>rt be immediately re- 
ceived. Mr* Fox laid, he did not make lhi:> Motion with a view to giin .my advan- 
,t^e, but merely in orddr to move, th.it the Report be ptinled, as lie inrended to 
move that the Report betaken into conlideiMlion next Fiiday ; and if it ihould ilien be 
agreed to uy tlw Houfe, he defigned to move that it be read a thlrdtime on Monday 
He '{aid> he gave this fair noticci in-order that Gentlemen who willicd yet to 
«ippofe.\t, might know wlten che'geueral merits of it would properly tome under con- 
fi^ratjon. 

■ ^•*l*h€ Motion being carried, the Report was brought up; and ordered to be printed 
liffthe ufe of tbe Members. 


Fiiday, December 5, 1783. 

... jThe'Orcfer ol the Day being read, for the I^caife to take into cohfidcratlon the 
'Report of the Committee on the Bill for ** vetting the Affairs of the Eaft India Com- 
the hands of certain Cpnimittloners, for the benefit of ibr Fi'jpneiors aittf 
Public,'" the Houfc'^pioi ceded to conttder the Report accoid.nply. 

When they came to the claufc in which the AihAaint Dircitors arc ^lominatcd, 
^e. Secretary Fox rofe to offer his ideas on a fubjedl thath.id been fuggcllcd in the 
' CjOrqtnittec of ^ftWcdpefdayyrefpecling the Nine Afiittant Diractors. An Honour- 
^J^Gentkmad'XMr. Hulfc )7 h.td promi.fed to bring m a claufe 10 prevent any of the 
Amilant DireAors trom lilting in Parliament. The priiviplcs on which the clVifc 

• si'fted had, already been mentioifed ; and they apisearcd t^ him not very iubttant:al« 

Wi^lj^t^ancofthc AfliAaot Dtrefturs who fat in th. it Hoofe ^ he wasthcrclorc 
odjc whn could feel Uil forpe of the objections thxt might be ittade to the 

• meafteK.*--*— He vras Very'fure that no Cenilcman could la^ any- thing to his charge, 
. which h4i,iMi«d^ to be alhamed. As a Member of that Houle, he had alwayscoii- 

jhySlid himlii/ wTetrinucb propriety ; msd bis character out of doors was no lels iuhia 
. £|hcauc. If t£<fr think proper to pruhibitthe Ah' Jant Directors from lit'- 

tiugin Parlument, he diould readily fubniit to their determination : But as no fuch 
fxohibluon Fad yet taken ^ace, there could be nothing ainlL m his propofmg a pldo^ 
that Trad occurred, and which Knew to be founded on good rrafon. The plan he 
meant was in IIS’ nature n jiroipc^ive one ; and the t^enor of it was, that if the Houfe 
ftiottid think proper to preclude clic Afflttant Direilors from being Members of Prr- 
by 3 claufe to be now made, that the Gentleman (Mr. Wilkinfon) who was 
' iiJmnriHate -objeclt of iT,lhould be excepted; that he Ihould be allowed to re- 

.iam\jtog^iirj''w^ch'he,had nllcd with fomuch refpcA; but that alltlie ocher pre- 

• and all char might hereafter be appointed, lliould be pre- 
a privilege. The Honoan(ble Gentleman, he knew, would much 

. hta feat tha^. his'new appoinenn^nt. If he Ibould b.^* pievented from en- 

oQce, he Ri^x) would Ujicn try Co find a^^aper perfon to fucceed 

■ ' •"■/'iVfJ. huDi 
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tVo'jgh le retlly ilrffalred of finding one fo fully quillfied 
coni< ilfttly was. ■ . 

Mr. VVii.K!Nsn>^ ni'^doHly laid, that if it appeared to the wi^lom^-olTthe 
tli.ir his holding both privileges \UHiid be a bad precedent. Or if it ihovld W fuipe^SI^, 
that Ills hr ng in the Hunle, while a Diredtorof the Affairs of India, jaight & thin: 
iiitji's 1)1 prumocing an undue liiHuence, he ihould readily fubtait Coie« hia nacae' 
Cralcd Ironi thf lill of Allillant Diredtoxs." 

Ml. r>i MPSTKTi. laid, the lort ot coniprotnifc propofed had fo complerely hit hiT' 
mind, that he huped thcie would not be the lealtdilficulcy in acceding to it. Hcowued» 
he cnnic down to that iloule with an intention to fuj'port a Dilquaiilication CJaule;'' 
but knowing) as he did, that there wa.<: not a more upright or independent Meaibtfi 
of chat Alfembly than the Honourable Gentlcinaa who had juft fat down, he had a < . 
thorough conhdenci’ in him, and Ihould not in theleaft fcruple to trufthim ina IttutN 
tioiii 111 \ihuh all xiien were not equally to be tnifted. 

Sir Wit.liam Holhin reminded the Houle, thttC the number of the Afliftant Di 4 
rotators had ixm irvcie.iled lince the Bill was introduced. It therefore became nc- 
lelfary that the Houle Ihould acl caucioully j but at the lame time, as the AlUftant. 
I)irecturb were lu have the whole coTOinercial concerns of the Company in their 
hand', he thought, it a Dilqualirication Claule wac moved, it ihould contam an ex- 
ception, and allow two at l^-aft of the nine to have feats in that Houfe. Sir Williatfii 
ftatiug the extreme diH'crence between putt ng quellions to a Member in his i>Iaoe,i 
and evamining a j^erfon at the Bar. A variety of occalions might occur, when ic- 
would be a delirablc thing to have an Afliftant Director pndent ; upon this account 
he ho|x‘<i, the hint he had thrown out would meet with fome attention. 

The Houle proceeded to read the fevcral Amendments ; and having gone througV * 
the whole of ihe Bill, (he Speaker announced it to be the he moment for proposing; 
newtiaufes* ^ 

Mr. Hussey then rofe, and laid, he meant to propofe a general Difqualifi^tiM 
Claufo, with regard to the AlTiftant Directors; and at the time that he did fo, he 
begged the Houle to know, that there was not in cxiftence a Geiitleman of who^- 
iiulependence aid integrity he had a higher opinion, than the Honourable Member ' 
wholV name ftiwd in ti e lift of Alfi/Unt Durcclors, with which the Claufe was atpre-. 
fent filled up; but the Hill he mull call a violent, chough a faluury meafure ; ind' 
although he fully admitted the Ncceflity of the violence of the meafure, and meant t» 
voce for it, yet that Houfe ought to guard fuch a Bill as much as polTible. In doing 
fo, he was jierl'uadcd tlicy would bell dil'chargc their duty to the Public, and preferve* 
the independence of Parliament : Ntir cojU he fee that there was any thing fo extra- ‘ 
ordinary, or unrcafonablc in enacting, that no ^•»erfon holding the oilicc of AfliftanC 
pircClor Ihould be capable of licting in that Houle. They had done as much in vari- 
ous inftances ; the Commiltioners q 1 the Cullomi, of the Excife, and of the Navjf' 
Board, were all difqualilied. The reafon was obvibus; to prevent thofe Gcntlemm 
lieing inftuenced in their votes. He'thflughr it to the full as nccelfary tb guard againjfti 
unduc^influence in the prefent, inftanpc ; and therefore as a Claufe' of Dt^ual'lieation- 
oughc undoubtedly to reft on general grounds, and neither look' retroljH-dlively 
profpeflivcly, with a view to the lituation of any particular individual, he had one ia>^ 
his hand which he moved for leave to bring up. ’ t 

General SMiTfiTaid, if Mr. WilKiufon w'as excluded, he ihould certainly vot&f / 
againft the Claufe, • 

Mr. Hussf.y fpoke to a point of order. He wllhed to know whether (he confide^ 
ration of his Claufe could bv brought in after the Amendments that had been made 
the difterent parrs of the Bill. / , ^ 

The Speaker told him it certainly might. After the Amendments had bden 
made, and the Clerk had come to the article of the Bill which relpeAcd the Al&ftant ' 
DireAors. t/ 

Mr. Hussey then entered into the mepics of the Claufe he had propoied, at con-^^‘ 
lidcrable length. He faid theadmiflion of the Aiiiftant Direflors in Parliqifn^iK WOulii^ ' 
be attended with very unhappy confequeAces. It was' an unprecedented.^ fte^ whi^ 
Gentlemen ought to regard with a fufpicious eye. The employment cotiiwed witlj- 
(heir prop.'r duty demanded a deal of artentioo, and could not be properly conduft^^^' 
wb^rv there was a diftraftion of thought. The refebrehes conneAed W’iU^ splicie^^^ 
were alfo fuch os required indyBry and application ; and from their- very natui|^ 
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orderly arfanE<."n<'nt of commercial concern** It 
.4|^^.4pAiljnfuI thought to the Right S^'c rcca/y to be dv^'rivccl of fu>.h -m 

intcrefr m J^arlianit«i> »•>, the atimi'iion :ii‘ all the Diicctoib mull have 
him- lf» ^UJed the lormur ha<i been Members, we Ihouli 

urn* noMT have beim (toabtedt^utoh the Bill before us; o: whiv.h all g<x>J men mul^ 
pertain an unfavour.abl|e;«i^hion. Mr. I'nllry di JaicJy ^i^on his conlcicnce, thit. 
it was i\ijt thruiigh a Ipi-nC of oj>pofitlon that he trnobltd the Iluuie with leutmicut* 
from thoic wliidh fiame others hat! ^ivrn up«>n the lame fubjcill, but from 
f^oA; motives hr hadurged^ and others ot a l.m.lar nature. 

• '.^nei^al Smith rofc, and ini'iud Ujon bn; g neatii. Ho ilion ftr himfolf to re- 
«td the aliertioft of the GontlerRin wnofiiokr lail. He Jt lu- d ihat the rcccplnni of 
the Pirrttojrs into p,arliament vrould he unprecnlontt d. 1I»’ crnld inftancc Boards of 
aH|0alan<hgi^ltti!ar (hgnic/j the bufmcls of which re^uirc-d Of^ual apfditaiion and la* 
‘Had yet the Mcrjibers of cht le were at that time fmmg m I'arliaiiu-nt. Hi; did 
deny .that the occupations of the DireAors would ncccd.irily hr gn at, hut iholc 
.llrtio had hitherto been in the Direction were fomi*tiTnrs MiBibcrs; and why might 
dEbC^^ofo who wrcjte now* ap]»ointed enjuy the lame hor-ourr It hail been faid, that if 
.'$he iHtc Direilors liud all been Members* there wcuAd have lx.*en noiwed ot the pie- 
adni 1 tied the poll t ion ; but on very different gnmnds from thofe 
‘*jMljgh’thc .CentleiTjim wrlvt) proixdcd the Claufe had reircd it. His rrafon» fi>r ad- 
vria9j. ih>t the i>;redur.> vrould hAvebeen incucr informed In their duty, by 
coaver iHnt.'WuK Parliaznentary Men. 

MACKVroRTrt^conld not tHfeover tfae leaft lhadow of resfor. in av.y 
d|S^li^|lhh'Honourahle GeniU-nun had ]ull laid. He h^d no idea of d(*i laniatinn on lo 
ijKioua a. fubjcifi ; Ifor was declamation by an}* means comiietenr to the lubverlion of 
What his Hanou«fal»f Fritiari^Mr. H i'ley) hi.e !i:<4 was jult and lliblianiial ; 
’lipi'laft could elude its. force : Ho himfclf knew, ,as well as any man, the duties ot 9 
](K>cx9:or j and he alio knew the duties of a Mcnibcr of Parliament, Either w as luf- 
^'IctU tor the fthjtulnvmentof anv inan^ provided he difch.irgedhis duty loni'cientiouf. 

The Direckurs Aad foiincily been tweivtyitwo ij> number,— now tliey are nine ; 
'#id rutrty did not promlfc any additional refpite to them. It was not to be do-* 
wrd, 'that iT\e Members of certain refpe^able Boards had feats in Pa iiament : l)uc 
that cohAdl^ation did noC| weigh much m the cale hofure him ; it w as the natuie and 
of the emph^^rment that ought to deteriwiAo fuch things. 7'he Commilfioners 
■ i^CnAdm^, 4(0. had been excluded' fr‘'«n ParhainiMit; and, for a iimiUr rcalun, he 
ixfihlled that the -Viiiftanl Directors ought to at: lo too. 

^'r Mi'j 0^§.Low I'poke agalnft the claofe.' 

•'‘r Mr. ^ViLKivsor’ liud he was very forrv to fee the Houfc taking fo much trouble 
a-rhirg in wh'.h he was coii»'cr;ird. It was not hi'* widi tl.ii tin* rllabjilhed 
l^lfs Ihotlld tran/grclftd on his account. He tlierefore bcggcti that his name m’'ght 
hg li;raftchb;d.froin the UU of Uiix'dors. — ^The Houlie feemed vcfj* feniible of the* merit 
cjfjAichcanlfedi^ddifmccrQil^xIUMils.-*— Mr. li^ley's ClatUfi was again read, and 
agret^Kv- * 

•.Mr. MjiiHsriCLPj ^SoIicitorGcncral, then propnled lb' ^rral additional tlauA‘S ; 
q0H-Jta c'j^wetfs^ .in the r, inis|rthat the Company w-. n tu keep th^ir e.xtlufive 

frstdc’X6’i«^ tfhm«'!cti»tf, ami ihjt all m.*r propv;rty was to be heW in trull for their 
artl 'a^vafitaife ^ imoihcr to rcH.ain the General C.. irt iaf Pl^rit'tcrs from- 
VK'cijihgxdr^^ than OHi?e in r very three nvonfhs. He obilrv..*.:, that ficcjtwnr Gene* 
uni Meethii^'l^^ aiwitys iinpro{>cr ; and as they would draw the attention of tl>r Di-' 
ip-tlorii frwrf t!» ijn^'jrtani duties of tlieir proper lUtJons, Uv v ought to be limited... 
JLIc tbur-efore prV>^oA*‘d^ chat the Proprietors Ihould be allowed lo c ill only one Meeting 
shii^'e monitlliai 

cbnnflht it Very. Ha*<* fp iteprivtf 'men^f the freeiom of ewfultiniC; 
own a^airs. -vWaa it 'meant that the Pvoj>rierors ftiouJd never be ailoww 
^Jiohje, except once in dw tbretr months* tir fettle any bulineis (hat miglst iw m - 
f b' *^nd if thchr-nieclings west;- co he fb rare^ were they to be allowiMttr adjourn * ' 
that the leorrjMLGentki^ with whom h»e had often voted, and* 
ai>pfQved, as bring iwcuZiarly'atM-ncive to liberty of ailing in 
ny, thbuid now become the inllrumenc of robinng men of the moft 
Tfreedonij the ftCedfun of looking after their own aftairs-. He likr- 
e;lUta^k«^ Mr. P.oa, who* he faid* had fanaerlj pioclauncd it eg be the right of 

every 
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/every man to meet when and where he pleas'd, toconfider hla 0^* CDItoeAli^ i 
fVii\ iH’hlic toiuern. 'I lui. cl.iuk-was a diu-^t coniraclkUcm to-i;h«tiorc-oCI 
a'l.i am ni-iti-ti to iho moll dtlpci aic act of dcfpotiim he had cy^ heal'd of> 

All. K v.'lm had Imikil at the noble Lord's lieat» rofe with gfiat ca2inild(t/4tq^ 
r.M'J, fti.' i.inp>t3ge tie had held foimerly was « language be watTeady lioJitohl; agl^« ■ 
I'- w. i ■, ImvI) luid a nght to iu;et when anJ where they pleafed, to c^»fi^rth<sir.01fra>cCiiih>» 

Cy II' , < 11 - il.^ lonu ins ('t the Publie ; nor did the clattie m^tteiUpn eontrorert 
p" The Propr^tors of the halt India Comi>atiy meel, <whefl.jiU|ll- 

whciv they pl-“arcd, and as often as they plcafed. The eiaolft j^erel^ reftrai&ed Che{^ 
l ir.iu meeting ofiei ■ than oiiec in three months, as a General Cpyrt ; frtp Jrtcetifljgi, 
in thcir Cdrp'ii'.iie , icity to harrafs the Dtre^ors, and keep tliein attetMling OjidMaii'-'' 
the:n^ w'hen thi y might he much U-icer employed^ and thus delay ^d impede fa«|!6«^v' 
ikf*-, ir.ji .y gnt miuiie deciiion anddifpauh. Mr. P'ox {declared, Ills wUh had bceit^t'^ 
that tin* (.h-.vVal Court or Propiletors qught have been left ^at largc^ to affeqiblfi ajfef;* 
ffti ri .1 they thought pio; er ; hut the incoitveniepce andeemhwraflmcnt which it hadv 
bi-.-n il.it-.d to iiiUi, ch'* ule of fucli a power naight give rill* to in the future t:oAduft'q£:!^ 
thr‘ C. inpiny b Allairs, w .iv I'uilicicot.tp convince him pf the propri(^ty of adopting A.* - 
c^Kll^ hit* th.ii whii'li h.id biT|»,jull prupolcd by his learned Friend. • if , 

1 he Solicitor Gi-.nlhal role again JtP clucifl^c theXuhjc^ bat hje dldnc^,' 
give tiill fatisfaclion to 

LokI iVf akon, who inveighed (Irongly ^gainft the iaftingement of .thc-jj^bdrtleilj * 
the nation, particul.idy of the Proprietors, which iho infamous ^ll thpn pendUft^ 
hj^ brought about. Hr was very warm, and ridiculed the idea ()f limiting the Fr<lr<f 
4 >>-icturs TO lour dass in the year, for eonJldering of their own extenlive 
t,inr coMcorns. * 

Lord North faid, that the claufc did not prppcrly come under the -title .of 
Itr irlion. It was not to oonAue the meeting of the Proprietors to four matings 
y»‘ai, for they might meet when and where they tlio/c. It was rather inteodedill^^ 
ooligc, than rvArain them from mretibg; for it unplied four meetings in the.yeaj^; ';* 
rr which they were ail to be prefent. He thought the uohle Lord’s ze^i aad warnjlnl^'','’ 
nilglir have been di reeled in a ip^ure worthy and. commendable maimer. ^ Thir 
was agiccd to, . ^ ; 

Sir VVTujliam Doi.iw?.>% fiid, he wilhed the Bill had given fbmc powers of 
dcring the fewn fuperior Diredtors amenable to other punilhment ^lyan chal of 
removal. The tiiul tonfickd to their maiMgemcnt was of the uiqioft iinportasice:l^|^ 
and Cj large an exei( ifc of jx>wer ought to be accoippametl with adequate powipdl)' 
of rcilraint, lodged virher in that Houte, or lu tfec Courts ^f Juflice. He decUtjj4|»'; 
he had a ihomigb lonndeqcc in the feven Hiredtors, but he fpoke pn the gewciSo" 
.f-rim ipk of the iniTii'tion, •He approved the Bill rxcrcdingly, and he meant togiv«' 
it his utinolt lupj'o r. He could not, howevef, but thmk it deficient in the point ‘ 
to w'hiJi he alluded, and hr inuft own he thought it dtfgraccd by themifer^i^ 
clau fr that had been moved, for allowing the GeneraliCourc nfFref^iethas ' 
four tfmrs a ye ar. I’pr wlwit purppfe were they to i^eet Like 'Uie Jf 

rectors, the drudges of the Bill, they might mec^ 'lipt to ' conh^^qr lliiig^C9t\C« 
the Company, but to confidcr their owm infigniJicance. '* y . ? 

Mr. Fox faid, he was forry to find that the HononraWe Bamnet 
in that (loint of view. Moll undoubtedly it was not the croc point of ^ 

vrith regard to the Dire^ors not being amenable to poffifhtper^,' ether than -by 1^ ' ' ‘ 
removal, or with regard to the meetings of the GqneralrC^Hrt of 'Pr<iptiejco^ ^ 
feven Himdoirs being in 'high public tmlf, they *sa(M^.:4«a.am^iiableto.thA i. , 
their country for corruptioi^ or aay other mai^fi-rratioii^ ai -a^y 
Crown ; and even if the offence were fuch, that the ;laws cott!4' »e 
were anfwcrable to Parliament, and lUble-to parliamewory i 
regard to the meetings of the Court of Proprietors, theic nu 
not inlignificanr. At fuch meetings they had authority to j 
their afiairs j and if them Ihould appear reafbnable gr 9 tttt)a-*i . 
againft the Direflors, thoy might rcfolve^n the m-'iiteatis' ^'c 

and addrefs his Majefty, or thaf Hou(e, ftatlng' the ^ 

and defiring that an immediate eni^ncry tmght be 
were not inlignificaiu, hot impertMt purpofi»,{ and fo 
pear, when duly confidecccU ’f 
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Sk WiitXAM Dolheh faid, the Right Honourable Gentleman hid given hVn 
imAt fleafurc. He was happy to hear there wrie other means ot pnilhing tho 
!Ptre£tors In cafe of delinquency, than the fingle one of r*inoval. CJ’nctcr the Right 
2|o0ourab}e Gentleman’s explanation, he Ihnuld reft perfectly latished. 

.The Solicitor Gbniral ro^d the oath that the new Directors are to take 
fW being admitted to their odices. 

. Sir H&rbert Mack WORTH ridiculed it as being too inexpreflive, and too limited; 
|ic called it an initoctet He faid, an oath that was to bind men to lut h mo- 

fnentous duties, ought to have been cxpre.ied in the llrongell apd moft linking 
language. The oath ought to have been fo conLcived and I'o worded, as to have 
touched the feelings of the molt unconfcientious man. 

Mr. Fox faidy the ijcrfon taking the oath, bound himfelf in a very folcmn man- 
ner, to be jull and upright in the difeharge of his i'ever.il duties; and that, he 
thought, comprehended a grpac deal 'Xlie oath that had been drawn was as pU niry 
and forcible, as the nature of the cafe leemed to require- ; put he would iirely own, 
Ke did hot think otheial oaths the bell Security the Public had tVo- a due diK barge of 
official duty. He then |>ointeJ out the other Uronger tie^, (Im: bound nuum high 
jfituations to aci jufth' by ilie People, and honourjfbly to jlu-inli lves. 

» XiOrd Mahon adverted to a m'ftake which the S-dir lior-Gei’eral had made in fornc 
fof his calculations j and he rejoiced to think that there was ku h a milial e in the Pill i 
Jut hoped there were many more in it. It was its impertKtions only rbar 
procure it its due treatment ^ with a few more fuch blunders it might be rejected in 
the Uffper Houle, and that was what he earneftly wilhed to happen. 

The Solicitor Clnii^al laid, his wilhes and his endeavours for the Bill 
ihould be different : He Ihoultf ft rive that it might meet its juft fate; but it could 
do fo only by appearing before their Dordthips devoid of the errors his Lordlhip 
mentioned. 

Sir William Dolkkn took a view of the ftate of the Afiiftant Diwefors. Hq 
law them ftiippcd of honours which they might have enjoyed, had they not br-en 
preferred to that offiefc ; and he faw them overwhelmed wuh bulinefs : with nothing 
Ittft, but to contemplate their fervilc and degraded lituation. 

Mr. SdoTT made fome obfervations on the limiiatiMn of rhe Directors’ power 
wth regard to shipping. They had it much in their f-owitr to ait impart lally or un- 
wirlyxvith refpeettothe voyages they granted to Commandirs. This, therefore, 
^iboold have liccn f|Tecified in the oath. 

' After much more loofe converfation, and various vvil-al .•'in-ndm'-nts had beei^ 

' propofed ' and agreed to, the Houfe got through the bulinefi!, and the Util was or« 
^red to be read a third time next Monday. 


Mondajif December 8 , 1783 . 

Mr. Fo* Bav'mg raove*i rhe Order of the Day, Lom'. Mahok rofe, and faid, he 
;vvi(hed jsrctiovrfly to prci'rni a Petition. Mr. Fox immed. l ely confented to wiihdraw 
hts motion. .His Lordftiip then ftated, that he hcldin his hand a Petition agniiift ibe 
fiilj[ -then about lObc p.mpt'fcd to be read a third time ; a Hill the rooft Infamous and 
aberaitii^, tfaxtiiad been at any time produce^J in that H<>nfe. Had it become au 
AA.of ParUamenty his Ltirdlhip fak!, his rcfi eft for the XegMlatnre would nereifArily 
li^ve inilucetl him to of the Bn! in kTs hanh terms ; bur in that ftage of it he was 

pcriedtly orderly^ in4»^owing on it rhofc q^ithets he had wfed j nor did he luiow any 
tw feverc thxf could* poftibly be applied to it. His lordlhip.theu obferved, that the 
2^^t HoAouriffiie jbN^ary had claimed the fup^iort and confidence of the Itoli , not 
^mceount of his own'cbacafherf but in coufequence of his diftinguilhed and p<}wcrfu2 
p^nnexipRs; Ht had ffated bhnfelf to be the leader of a great armvi the right 
of'wMch. he had hoafted^ to have been commanded by the noble 'Lord at the 
hflldtiif'fhe Exchequer, and the Duke of Devontbire, two noblemen of whom he ilnoight 
..▼eryjbi^y, thtyi^i.hedid not adenim their pi ei'cnt connexions ; hut tlie Right Ho- 
nourabh: had forgot tt the fame time comeniioxt^ Uiat the left wing wa^ 

. , * , convmaiidcd 
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bomm^niled by his nobk* Collca.;;ue, the noble Lord in the bltw ribbon. KIl 
raid h<‘ would, in two word', lUir his rcaions for having no confidence in the Ri||^ 
Ilonuur.iblc Su^iv.tary : Ic was bccaufc nothing could be more oj^fite thiijn his COfi* 
duel and his piofcliiuns ; nothing more contrary than his pra^lices now^ and his pnA** 
lij- lis repeatedly dcelarcd, wluli* he was turning out chat Mijnifier with whom he now 
aliuciatc'd. He had formerly lloud up the advocate of the Rights of die People; syn^ 
the* declared <*nejny of the Iniluence of the Crown. He was now aiming at a moft in^ 
ordinate intreafe of Inilueiue, and trampling upon the Rights of Individual;. Thf 
Petition he held in his hand, his Lordfhip faid^ was i Petition from the Bohni^ df 
Chipi Ing Wycuinbe, agaiull the prefent Bill ; a petition which he Ihonld heg leave td 
I'lelent, thc^ugh he lloud nut in any need of the initruelions of his Conllituenta^ 
to induce linn to oppufe a Bill fo infamous and detefiable as that about to be read SI 
thit J time. The Petitiun was accurdingly brought upy and being ready' was ordered 
to lie on the Table. 

The Order of the Day was then read for the third reading of the £aff India Bill. 

Mr. Kami L JON, a new Member, and by appearance rather a young itianf reffe 
up to lignify to the Houfe, in the bed manner he could, hisfirong dilapprobatioil 
of the Bill that was now prupofed for the third readings 1 was rnot in this Houfe^ 
fail! he, when the principle of that Bill was firil explained, nor at the tilde when ts 
mtWion was made fur its commitment. 1 cake the firll ^opportunity o'f protefting 
how much"! difapi'rovt ic $ and the Hril opportunity 1 have of expreihng my ieheU 
ment*; in this Houle, if the Bill patfea into a Law, may be the lafi of expreiling riiy- 
l» il with freedom to every Englllhmin. Tnc Bill had fet forth that the Company Was 
in a date of Bankruptcy ; but he apprehended that th^:/ could not be properly called 
Bankrupts, while their etfedts amounted to more than their debts; a fatt which hb- 
fj'd was undoubted, and of which an oiler was made to bring evidence ; and evidence 
was accordingly bi ought to the Bar. It was Impo/fible, he faid, to lee thcle thmga 
Without the dcepell concern. The invalion of the Charter of the Company was but 4 
prelade to the invalion of other Charters. Of this the People were aliundantly IcnfiblCjti 
and nothing but the myllcrious manner, and the indecent halte with which the fiHI 
had U’cn hurried through the Houfe, had pievented thattabU (oppolite tothd Tfeafurvri 
Bench) from overllownig with Petitions. He thought it his duty to oppofehis fcclw-^ 
voice CO a mcafure big with dellruflion to llie freedom of his counci^. He earneftly 
williril, he laid, but he wanted words to convey his feelings to the Honourable Mem^ 
bers of that Houfe. On Placemen and Penfiorers he did t'ot expefl to prevail j Roritv* 
deed with any Genlleinan prefent, by the power of any words chat he could - 

Inand : But wa^ it poilible that independent Country Gentlemen would quietly lit ftiil^ 
and fee the exetuuve power torn from the Crown, and a Junto fortified in their ’ 
power, at the txpcncc of both the Crown and die People ? He oonjured them to rc^' 
licit on the mighty power which the management of the Alfairs of the Eaft Indies 
v/ould place in the handu of the Right Honourable Secretary of State.' Two millions 
•f money and upwards, befides the patronage which arofe from the dlfpofsl of all 
places in the Governinciit of our Aliatic Dominions t 'nicfc were engines in the hands , • 
of an able and ambitious Minifter, fitred to convert his borrowed power into a Dictator* f 
Hup ; and to counteract every etforc of patriotifm to redeem' the independence of ' 
that National Ancrably. The Honourable Secretary having now got What Arcfal* 
medes only w'anted, another world, whereon to fet his foot, mi^t goverp Britain ac- 
corditi^ to his plcafurc.— *<-~Iiidependcnt of the Crown and of the P^pple^ he ,w6ul4 
fecure himfelf in power by his owfi creatures/ md by that infiuence which fo much 
gold, andfo extenlive a patronage svoT^d enable him to acquire owr othic^s.' The- 
csaniplc would be let, of transferring the pH>'\ber which the Conllitution fiaal,ireil!fod in 
the Cruwu, to Parliament ; and if a timely theck Ihouldixiot begiven tofwltactetti^tc, 
the time would come when the King w'ould be tlie greatest slav.s in his Domi^ 
nions. He plrofelTed, however, to entenain fomc confidence in the wiidoftiitn^ >iituw 
of the independent part of that Houle ; or, if the Public Cauie Ihould be defeited by 
iliein, he hoped that the tecond branch of the Legiflsture, the noble Feert; -and Hte.' 
learned Lords of this land, would interpofo, as they had often dine on gfiqitt; sad txy^ 
ing occafiuns, for prelcrving the balance of the CotiHitution : Rut if 

e iwer of corruption ihould prevail, and an indilSerence appear to the Laws '• 

ouliiiuticn of England, ftill there was reafon to hope, that Hs, in whofc breairaa 
happitiefs of hh lubjefl; fixft whp^waa interefted the honour amid , 

ifi ' ‘ 
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his Crown* would thrf.it.il rorvmt whl»:li ni^’Mcrd 

16 the Rij^hts of both Soven-ign and Pcn[ilc. — — If/Av-- too, pm af. hiui Jliuidd’ 
Ih/ottnd for ihe injured and oppreifed, the Pco^'le, driTcn to dclpair, n. ».it 
t'o'dh extent which he forbore to conjc^ti'.rr. Ot ihi*', however, hr cf>iihi .iMure the 
l^bfe* 'and it was a matter, he faid, which was not, perhaps, grnernny kuMwo : 
Of this he could aifdre the Hon fe, that the Proprietors ot E/tti India Stock, »n 

t cafe of being driven to extremity, were reloived to meet in a body, to name a- 
ition defcriptive 6f tho upparallclU*d grievances under which the P.att India Coin- 
jr laboured, and to carry it to the Throne, praying for that proteftion which they 
1 a title lo expcA from the £aw's of thnr Country. '1‘hey would re^gn their 
Chaner and their ipftefls in tKc name of Bailkrtipt*, into the hands from which they 
feccived iiy and claim, that their CrcHlitors being fatlsned in all jiill demands, the 
ttmain'der of their goods might be rellorcd'to their pr)tfelii«;n. 

He hadjoften heard groat piaifcs beflowed on Mr. Secictary Fox, for the a^llvitjv 
ttfoldticm, anfd intiV])idity of his cobdufl; but fur his pjit, he law little merit in 
B^ng^ Sari'tg’ without danger. With fo many friendL behind his bacJC;* and obit qui- 
to his nod, he might bcddly look in the face of all that cmild pfdc hiin. 'I'he 
honourable Secretary, he lifid, having rifen to the height he had attained, forgot 
iU promifes to tlte People, and kicked from under his feet the ladder by which he 
,i(cended. And,* he added, that it was no uncommon thing to obrerve, that they’ 
^]xi> made the lowlxeft fubmifiions in order to attain j^wci, were ufually the moll 
fbvere and tyrahnical in the excrcife of it.— ^s-Mf.* Hamilton made fc-veral oilu-r 
Itriftures on the Fall India Bill* on the Coalition, ind the dangrre ihjt threatened 

this Kingdom from a powerful fadlion, fonified by the means of corruption. He' 

made uic of fucb ftrong cxpreflions, as tyranny, rapine, plunder,- contempt of de- 
cency, lawp and the fenttmenrs of the Public, it will not be reckoned improper to 
BaVc dwell fo long on the lirlj appearance in Parliament o»f a yonngCJcnileinan who, 
will venture to predkl, will one day command the public attention. 

About five minutes after Mr. Hamilton had begunhi^ fpeeih, Mr. Flood came 
Int6;the Houfc,*,and being a new Bfcmbcr, ht took the oaths immediately. This in- 
cident did not difcompoie Mr. Hitmilton. After M:^. Flbod was fwom in,' he rc-« 
^fned his arguihent with ]>erfeifl dompoftfre. 

' Mr. NictloLLS, a young Speaker, faid, he rofe in defence of hfs own charadler, 
diotonly to juftify himielf for having* twice voted for a Bill agiinft which To many 
Jh'arih Wprellions had been ufvd within thofe w.tllr., but lo ftau* to the HDiife thole 
Afcaibns which would induce him to gi^'c his vote .1 third time in fupport of the Bill' 
►^.^at!cv<:ning.. He had heard many bitter terms of reproach applied to the Bill 
' that It was a BiH of rapjne and plun«lery and a violation rd’ the rights and privileges, 
ikot only of'the Edll India Compa-iy, but as a preoedenr of encroachment ■on the' 
yjgbts and propclties of all .Englifhmeiv H'* alfirmed^ that the Bill took not aw.ay' 
^^orapany any thing to Which they had a righn 'For, what rights did their 
'*“ioiivcy ? Airexclufiyc trade to the Eatl Indies. Thai right they iUll enjoy* 
uajnaaagemcnt of their Commercial concerns was curnmitied to eight AV 
of thviv own choice ; and he wi^s y '’fidcht that they would now be' 
that ifacy would appear to all the lorld to be in a berrer fiatc than 
^tIj[ey.jp^r',W€jtp to, axjd that India Slock woqld rife wuhih a Very (horr rime twenty 
"iit a^^ijinrg lands too, he ftld;*W'as ftillprefervitTio the Company,; 

ihe as efiate$ might be atquiied either by Coitijunies or individuals y 
iat Ae Clbninaf?y''5 Ch,artcrWve them no power over Br!'Mb fubjefts. In the King- 

^ ’ ' — *■ '* — : — .*.j or Bahar an^Orixa, thc?c were r>wlve mil- 

pircar Briiain/ and ii was not fit ihdt tJicy * 
ihe fei^ants of fticTjaft India Company. 

, the Company vil'cre JEUnknipts, MiC Nicholls endt*ay^re4 to de-* 

^piflr^'by fdwwinjg a^iin|<^nt : A Bankrupt is hot a (>erfon whole ertcr>s are 
ii^ rperfon or chara^fer who is not abb* to pay 

^dcbhi, wliep ,thev'becomc duc.< The Company is in thia pre- 
adre ,u]itabic-<b pgj fheir ^bts at this prefent time, — 'f hetefore, they 
tolhew, that the Company had given no fmall 
^ _fi|j5^«to'Govefn^ by the ixiorio|>olies,of the moft valuabl'* artirlfb of 
ylrnSrhy &fir contraband trade to Chinii^ by ^;:gglbg oj;iu>» to 
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coflufr/. wlu'ie Us Impoflatvon was a matter not of reVenrafc WvIjV tebtf-pofitlfe 
il‘ •iiaiutaiuctl tUat che Cuiiir>aiiy h.ici iheurti chcmiclves iiu<ie<iuac«: Ca the 
Giivciiumut ; .md that the 'i'eintorul Prwpcity they had acquired^r only 
eiii'jairals tbeir atfaUi. Another aijumm> in farour of the Billi W4S» chat it 
conloiidatc the Biiiith Kmpi>L> rcmlc-r ft more compact, and caU foAb'^ 
powi r into actual ciuij-y, on jny great or dangerous emergcocy.-^The Empire 
at prelent disjoluled ; — Hub Bill would umte and ceuieut ic. On the wJiolCy^ 
lie couIidcreJ the luiurc and ipiric ot the Company's Chaiter ; the milcondudl oftte 
Company in various inllaiKes, and their prelcnt fituaiioo of Bankruptcy ; rhc-a^ 
propriety and impoiicy of lulnuitting ro thrir coittroul twelve million# of BritiHi 
je»itb ; and the union and vigour which rhe Bill would bellow on the Bncilh Kinplm* 
and thereby railc its iinpuiLancc in the fcalc of Natioob^ he would chcartully ana 
cordially give it hib lUppuri. ^ 

jMr. \Vii.KF.£ t-did he would not^ as the noble Lord on the floor (Mahon) hm 
doni-y call the Bill under confideracion an infamous Bill, althou^^h^ in his opinioiv it 
wellderorvcd that epithet : he would call it a Iwindling Bilf^ brought into the Houic 
up«>n falle preteiiLes. It was brought into the Houfe on pretence that the Coin^ianiy 
veu: liankruptb. This wau the Preamble } this was the ff jbereai of the Bill. Upon 
rhat ground the l*ro)»victorb of Bail India Stock, had joined iffuc with the Father of rkfe 
Bill, — The honour, the good faith, the credit of Parliament^ were pledged to tho ' 
C'linpanv, and Ui the world, to pafs, or to reject the Bill, according as it lhoul<j 
appear that the Company were Bankrupts or no. After prelhng this idea, in various 
fiiaiH-*', on the minds of the Allcmfily, Mr. Wilkes proceeded, by a calculation of^ 
the ihips, mcrchandur, and other cflirfks of.nu* Company, tofliew, that their aflairs 
were in no un|»roijx;roub lituation : And on this topic he excited » general laugh, hjr 
ftblcrving, with great cm phafis, that in clhmating the wealth of the Company, tlie 
Right Honourable Secretary had omiucd'lhlps to the iiumbcrof F6 rtv-five, It 
appeared' 1) range to Mr. Wilkes, that tho learned Gcntlcntan who ha^d fpoken lafl: 
.ihould atlirni that he was a Bankrupt who could i>ot pay his debts at the moiutai 
they became due. He rreded not, he faid, In an arch manner, iooktng towards the 
Treafury Bench, to go oot of that Houfc to prove the diflcrcncc lictwecn a Bank* 
rupecy and an Infolvciu y. If all debtors could pay their creditors, even with thc 
advantage of indulgence in time, their creditors ought not, and indeed cormnpnly 
,did not Lurnplain. The Rail Ind!a Cfniquny, lately fqueezed by Gov^nment, aq4 
obliged to advance largely for its c^.lg. nc e'., faid now', “ give usoiilv a little time/* 
Mr. Wilkes was furiTiacd to ht ar the atiiriaation, that the Bill did not invade the 
Chartered Rights and Franchll'es of the Company. Hcinhlled, that it transferred 
<lh«ir property into otlicr hands; and that by depriving them, of the privilege of 
choofing their own fcrvaius and* otlxcers, ir. deprived them of their franchi(e.s. Kvety 
Chartered Company, in Mr. Wilkeb’sopmlori, had caufe to tremble. The caufc of 
the Company wab the caufe of the Nation j, and he hoped and believed they wrould 
do^s they ought, to ma'ke it fo. He profelu d a very high reipefV for the abilities (sf 
xhe^Rlght Hououiable and the noble Secreiarlcb of State; the former he deferibed as; 
a perfon poircITing the moft wonderful flow of language, the happieflr turn fdr argu-* 
fn< nt, and a talent of faying the moil plaufiblc things that could polfibiy be faid, oa 
whatever fide he chofe to efpoule, on any topic of Parltfmentary debate. Tb# 
litter he reprefeuted as confpicuous for his knowledge, and faculty rof feiting Ml 
«ver v cti-ciun(latice in any difcuflipn or argument that could maker for his 
,httt abov'c all, for his ready and inimitable wit. ** I Would to God, faid Mh- Wilkes, 
** that 1 could, with equal fincerity and jufliec, praifethe Right Hotfcn^ble^anj- 
tioble Secretaries for their zeal for che UitrtUi of toe'Peo^it, ano their fbt 

the Conflitucioii, Here he entered on a bcKcii patb-v-a UtBcficac^ dn 
in former days, he faid, Mr. F«a (for it is nredlefs, in rcjMxtin^ (h* l^bati;^ to 
nbferve at all times the cirvunxlocutncy ^rafoology orRarttftnidait) waS tSe kded of 
the People. To him they looked op for lalvation from the detefled kfld dntadftd In- 
^uence of the Crown. Ac that time he, was wonMo fay, tbatiie twt (tift 

liimfelf In the fame room with the noble ^rd now fa^hlS tidet and to pramifo flhtt 
he ihouM not go unpunifhed ; Yet he was now tsken into full ^WArv-^and 
gUi and the Hot/fiuf', both u^.tW,detied the world in an&s. • When the votepafleddm 
this Houfc, cojiciaued Mr. Wilkes, that the ZnflueRce of thk Ctdwo hid 

*l»*' 
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'•rtJ tfi^ it (fitg'Kt to B? dlmlnifhfd, I \vk% happy, and coofidrrect tli.ir thf* /nofi 
'jfeytul <i«y of my life, being convinced that /, and all the oihcr Inhjivts of ilir 
Ci)uwti, might enjoy the blcHed protcctii^n of ilic Jaw«, without any one to make u» 
afriutL 1 c'onfeis too, that ^rom the fame I I'cioucd wiien an inHuriue> 

which 1 dreaded, was diminilhed, by being ”< t^e ucce^ity of noriiinatjiig 
Thirteen Governors of Provinces in the UVilem \\\u Id, Thirteen Deputy-fJovtriior-, 
Thirteen Courts of Judice, with a numero.is ti tin of Itrvantb, and a vaft multitude 
«£ Cudom-houfe Oiheers. But what is the lof. of the { airoaagc of America, com- 
]|rared with the acc^uifition of the patronagv: and the we.ilih of the Britilh Pollefiiont 
and Commerce in Aiia ? The tor.LluSion vthhh IVIr. Wilkes drew from the whole 
«f his reafoning and ohfervnlions wa-., that it behoved cwry luinefl and upright 
IWember of that Henife, and indeed ev^ry good Ciiiren, at this crdia, to make every 
Conllitutional ert’on for maintaining the hnLf.HJcKLy of Pailijment, and prelerx inj 
tlie of tiie People. Mr. Wilkes informed the Houfe, tba If the iiiotioil 

. for che third reading of the HJl ihould pals, he would on a future day move, chat 
«ll the oriirers and fei vants of the Cnin]>auy be exi.ludrd from I'arliarneni. This^ 
'Be faid, wouhl b*-* rutting Mr. Fox’s piotediuus oJ palnolilm to ihe lefl, 

Mr. John LuTTRbLL very candidly, but very fully fujipniirid ilie motion; he 
£ud hr had given the utmott attention m his power to cvlTv maiernl aigumeni that 
1^1 been uied, either for or agalnil the Bill, fiom the time that fubject vrac hrlt 
mentioned to ihe lIoiif< , to the moment heuas then fpcakmg; and, upon contidcr- 
ing the whole, he was dcvidedly of opinion, that the Bill ihould be read a tn.rd 
time, and ought to'i als in the Ihapc^ic was then perrefted ; but he did not muclt 
' wonder to lee tome nppi lition follow it to the lall, hccaufc* he had obferved, that n6 
JBoticr did the S.^'sker Ihortly Itatc the contents of thofe claofes that were to veil 
inceitain Commih'iuner, lince named by the Bill, the management of our Eaft 
l&cGa Poirdlions, than it roufed the fire of the Itaiefman, and the envy of the poll* 
aician ; fomc Gentlemen, he faid, fceiiicd iniUnily to lofc light of the nccdUly and 
ClHcacy of the meafun;, in the ji aloofy which they felt, and which they exjtrclTed^ 
at the influence it might give the Mini'ficr, who would have the nomination of the 
men. This he conlidercd the leading Itar of Oppolition to the Bill ; here he had 
Ipeti the Ihoe of party to pinch to a degree, that fome of its votaries were unable t* 
War with lempct; bet he did not think, either as an Baft India Proprietor, nr as a 
Mi'mber of PaillAmciit, f«^pt there to gu.ird the inlcrcfls of the tr^mnumity at brge» 
that he ought to be led away by the private interefts of any pirtirular party in that 
Uuufe. He approved the Bill as it wj> then complvtcd, bei'aufe it met his ideas# 
«£ whatajipeared i.ectiraiy and.prripcr fortius country to do upon the occaiion, and 
he WAS ^rfuadcii that it wonUl ulnmardy tend to the honour of Great Britain, to 
rile proJgcrify ol the liafl India Company, to the gain and flabllity of all the Pro- 
jpri^tors ; for there was not two opimoitB in that Houfe, but the noble harl propofed 
tck*^efldc at that Board, and thr Six chief Directors would be found much more 
'Wjltal Co the govcrniiig our Territorial PoflVflions in India, than thofe who hei^eto^ 
ibeehad-the* manaj^menr of them; audit was geneially agieed by the Hwife, al* 
'though a few Members diMr'.ited, that it would be c*x«rerncly impolitic at the pre- 
Jfenc moment to feparare the I'crritory from the. Ccmrnercc of India ; if lo, why 
4her., as tlie Atuflant I‘)iieilori were all men of bufj I' fs and ability, it appeared 
to him that thewbob arrangcir.fi't of the Bill was pcrleetly judicious and right ; for 
withrdi'ect to the Directois !>e; »g Memb- r:. of Parliament, the Houic would have 
the advantage oFtheir prefence to give information wlv'nevei' it was fought for, 
■and accourt for their proceeding* wbou roouired m do.fo. As for the alarm which 
Ibme gcntletuert cJ'pppfTrd, uiid wh.ch they had endeavoured to imbibe the 
minds pf other?, that the patiwtagy might give an undue influence to the Crown, oa 
to the'Minifter, he irerily believed a would nnr «ui weigh their jufl profiorlion of 
power In the coni^ltuticinal fcale, Imwex'crit prep'mderated in the political t.-^e of 
<lhnie' who had hern Minifters, nnd might wuh to be fo again. He would finely 
however un^pular it might be, that he never Ihould lirnik any man de- 
ifenred ere<h-t for having been inflrufnental lo reduce the power of tht* Crown lo irt 
priit^ni: exrrcoie; neither would he have hoafled of it, as fome gentlemen did, if he 
luui edaenrred in-the total annihilation of the Board ofTrade. He fkid, the Houfe 
fiiesned blinded to the bad Col) fequer CCS of that raeafuce, by the pany-violencc of 
AhoijCc tli9e»/'hat he feared they had been ^elc by almoll every commercial man in 
• th# 
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fWs kingdom ; it was a pr^pofiiion which, he owned, appeared almoft as ArangV tn 
h»nw .i** wh:it had been otk*ri*d to the Houle tor a preference CO the Bill. Somv 
frt'Milemrii coiitendod, that we ihoutd give up nil our Eaft India concerns Intotho 
li.tiuJb ol' the Native Princi-, and hid tlu*iu be happy; but by conftflCi^g to 
th':y vMJoid in the Uine br- ath declare the Kail India Com[>any bantopt^ witfa 
many ot us eoune^llon^. The fearnan, the artificer, the manufadurer^ tmd la«f 
hijuru, mull all link in mu* general ruin. Additional poverty and dlAi^JC^s vrou24. 
rervade e\ery part <»t this iliand. He then alkcd it' the alteriiscive propofed hy>iK 
Bill of a learned Gentleman, and hy himfclf perlonslly, was much more acceptihlcg^ 
he tbougbi not; for hr delired to 11 rip the language of the learned Gentleman, and 
that of his frlendh, of the flowers of oratory, anti all it trophies, and fee ifthc«<Ir 
fencp c*f it to comtiion fenfe did not amount to this; We arc ready to declare that 
the Rail India Company are incompetent and unfit to govern their Territorial Pof* 
feiiions in India ; therefore wo content that you Ihould lake them away; but vro 
drill e that all th.* patronage, all the controul, power, and management of their 
comnu'n e, may be lefr, as herttofore, in the hands of the HirefVors- — faid, tor 
what, for the benefit of the Proprietors ? No. For the benefit of iheir own poUtual 
conveni-'pce * Vcs. For the learned Gentleman dec laicd, and his friends d 'eJared^ 
that they would arrcll out of the hands of the Court of Jfi* iprietors, all power and! 
controul over thole Dire^ors ; and then the Patronage, the Secret Inlluenco, and 
tne Public Power, given by other Afts of Parliament, mull alt center with the MI- 
nifter of the day; and whatever conducl thofe Directors might obferve or abet, Lluk 
C'»uri of Proprietors Ihould have no power to call them to account for. 

Things appearing to him to be fo, he would beg leave, of thole evils oflered him^ 
to choofe the lead ; and as it had been adjudged conilitutionally.iiccclVary to laltA- , 
from him the managvmcni of that property, he was furc his prcfcitncc w-as right, 
when he accepted the terms of the Bill, becaufe the faith and the honour of the So- ‘ 
cretary of State that produced it, the faith and the honour of all thofe MiiuAere ' 
with whom he drew*, that of the n«tble Earl who was to prefide in the dire^ion, and 
Cif the Six other Chief DireAors, were all pledged to do the bell they coniiitenti^ 
could for the henofit of the Company; and he did -not doubtbut thecfl'edls oftbuBitt 
would be an inercafe of their credit, and of the value of their dock. 

He had hcatd ir laid more than once in the coufle of the bhlinefs, that tn the 
multitude of counfellors iheic was wifdom ; he l>cggcd leave to repeat it, and 
uiply the obfeivation thus: Whar efltdl had .the Call of the Houfe upon that BiUll • 
An incroalc In lonfultatlon oF a muitiiude of Counfellors on its merits, and he had 
the evidence of the la(l divllion to ihf w, that the more they were conlidcred, the ^ 
bettor ilifv w'orc approved ; he h.id no doubt but they w'ould continue to be fo by all 
difpa.iiituaie men ; for he was fyrfu.ided, that the Bifl proinifed much in the pre- 
lein fiiiiaiion ^f the Ead India Company’s Aftairs, and In the neceflity of reform, 
to bring advantage tfi Great Britain, to the Company, and. to the Stockholder. As , 
an huinble reprelentative of the former, and as making one of the Utter, he tliought 
his thanks were bolter due to the Right Honourable Secretary, who had produced 
the Bill, than cither to thole gentlemen who would give the pnmerty to the Indian 
Princes, or to the learned Gentleman and his Friends, who would leave them little 
more than the name of it. Under thele circumdanccs, there "ore, he ehearfuJly 
«oncur:cd in the Bill being read a third time, and would certainly give his vote Sot' . 
its pairing Into a law. 

Mr .W.Gkfnvillr apologized to the Houfe for taking up their time on^tlie pre- . 
fent quedion, after having fully delivered his fentiments on the Bill before them on a 
late occafion. The incrvaling majorities which had been mentioned by Mr,- I^ttrell 
with exultation and triumph, were to him a fubjeft of ferious aUnn. He felt k to 
be his duty to exprefs his apprehenfions, and to call on all the virtue aQd indc*{«A- 
dency of the Houfe, to oppofe the advances of o{>preflion and tyrant^, Ic ht^ beeili 
faid, That the claufcs in the Bill, which fcized on the property of the Eire Xiidi^i 
Company, and deprived them of the choice of their own olficers and ferrantt, wcTe,.> 
nevertbelefs, no infringements of Magna Cbarta, But if Co, he had not read and 
undt rflood Ma^na Charta as they ht^d done. Here he r6ad a paflage from that Great 
ChartU f in whj(h it was clearly, exprefled, and with a folicitbus and jealous .v»*. 
riety of exprclfion, rhat no perfon ihould be “ diifeizcd of his goods^ franchiiW, 
and that In all cafes the laws fttould be the umpire, between thd Crown,./ 

** and 
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ihe. afr well as beiween man aivl man.'* Hr then faid, aivd r<». 

that he regretted fo iinpiOj'.t*r a jicrfon .j&hunlVir had been frnt to 
SWU the rights of the people in Parli^vni, jt he fo far ntiflook the nieaning of 
Vhariu^ as tb^fupimc that It conlillcd v. ith a Jjill for vtolently fei ring the 
|ft^tCrty^ ftnj aauulling the tranchiics oi any iiidividualy or any fociciv* He 
^ov/cd the Billas Cf^ually an attain;!; ui\ the pretogaijvc of the vJrovvn, and the llbi.i'- 
of the Pco[»le. And he fonfidercd it as a mutter <d' Jeep ap{u ehcniion and icgrtt^ 

. tHtt the natural jsoiifiitutional infl’icnce of the eatcutive paus of the coniltti’iion^ 
itficShld be mixtr4 And coitfounded with the ali'umed power and uncnnliitutlonal en- 
CtOacliments ol a faction in Parliament. The Paiiiament, he iaw, might in time 
yeedvdr iifelf, but all Infringemcuts on the prerogative ol i he Crown, he ihewed from 
*'Wftt>ry, to be lull of danger. The Higiit Honourable Secretary had, on a former 
my»' (Endeavoured to leinuve all fufinrions of Ivis ryj.iP'.K .1 dei gn i.s the prefent 
Kll, hblding lip to the j*ubhc, pledges foi the hni.iit\ of hli iiHcntions, and 
the uprightncls of his inline public (ondueh What he leid fujd on thui day was tu 
^is I am iioi a man to l)c iruUcd— -my chaMcli-r it noi fa».h as lo be above 

^ fufpiciiin of craft anddcfign ; bui there U the Chaucell^i ol ilic Kxcln.iiner, there 
^*'is the Duke ot Dcvonlhire, and the Duke of Portlanl, if sou will noi riuil me, 
truIV them, or truft me lor their lakes.’^ Mr. Gicnville allowed all thefe to be 
^nourablo men ; and of Lord John Cavendiih in paitiuiiar, hi* fuid, that he was 
<ttre that he woj o».y a friend to the righis of the people; yet a]! rhele pledges, iii 
the opinion of Mr. G/enviUe, miglir prose iufecuie barriers ag-iinft the picvailing 
fhvrer of a fa£l;lon poUtflcd at once of the pqv/er of Paiiiaincnt by means of corrup- 
..tion.. Mr. Fox faid, on a foimsr Jai, that if .he wai* fo be coididcrcd as the Genc- 
x^iof an Army, it otigjit to be remembered, that the right wing of that army wa« 
comnaanded by Lord John Cavcndifh ; and that his fr ends und ixlations were the 
princip.Tl otHcerri of it. Be it fo ; but the left wing; was <«camuiKled by Lord North, 
the very man whoi'c condiiil had been fo lively an objet^t of detcllation to*thc Righf 
Honourable Secretary formerly, and to whom he had to often imputed the lofs o£ 
Anterica. Mr. Grenville recapitulated thl* dangevs threatened by the Kail India 
andearnoltly entreated all friends to lil>euy to lland forth on the prefpntoc-* 
(^Wrftin'lnit’s ^fenc,e. He.faid, that htn^rever the fate of that imjwirtaut day might 
deteiauioedy he would confolc hiniiclf with the niloft ion that hr had c> (tied 
c^ery aicrve to aver: the dangers, and.to proixa^t iliq ruin of the hbenies of hit 

^General Bwcoync faid, that hf had been two rears a Member of thr firft 
Committee or. the Affairs of ibe Faff Jndies, and. rliai he njo'ced eeJingly In the 
' firofpetfl of a remedy for ihofr cxcclTcs and mifcncs wnicK he had fo ofien in vaiii 
<^plt>fed. He h?d eroded ike Inlh Channel, and ptrff»»mt‘d a i*tmni'y of three 
Kwdred miles by lund, rhar he might do his duty, jod miov the fail sfrt^lion 
yjPybtg his voio ill f.ivoiit of the Bill l>eforc them. He had iioi bien prefent In that 
y0^fe‘ when the Bill was firff moved, explained, and difeuiTed. But be read with 
fitisfa^iotiy -p tht public prints, that the necofliiy -of doi»>g fonv thing for Itvll^ 
that the ecc^ty of Imerjwfing for the preie^vativii ^ rbc au antages arn-ulng 
thciicc to Great Briialn, as well as for the happiotfs .«n4 the proieflion of the na- 
tives, \Va8 admirred withoi'i excc[t:inn on citliorlldc 'n‘ the Houle; and, he iindcr- 
‘Jto6d, With no lefs faiisfi-iVion tU»t an lIwiKiurabli^^Pi." /exy refpe^^ablr .Menibcrof 
that^Hnuie (Mr. Wilbam Fitt) had called on Miii'llrv with great rageinefs to, 
proyiifefi^thit fafery of India eflea Hally and ^edijy. JHrbad re|'U>b-*«'*d half- 
(healiirdij, alMenitiyes and pallKitives, and iritmgly Te< mmended a njedicrd curej 
Vat, m hj5iH.lnd,- a grc^it«|r ir.c->nfjffei»ty, a direct i oniradiAion in its terms 
dffuIi‘"not poltiL'ly. Iv than tllat which fubfifled between an effeftval re- 

rf\e^ for the apuTeV and ccdelties ihat wv^oommirtvd ir India, and an iovinlahte 
adherence to Uir C^^rter of i|>e Company. A Lord (^Mabon) host faid, that 
^ ezpivf* hiS objii^ions to the Bill in two weeds. For his part, he would 

^iojjs oj his ajjprobation of it, .in one wotd, *• Look into your Re- 
“ Accords of the Compon^^, the Reports of the Secret and Seltifk Coin- 

l^iUfe^s^hal hjecn ;oo much neglected.' In aU the.drhatos o« the lubje^I in queilion, 
hr had n<>|t dwTC heard theni aj>pc61cd to. The Grncrs.1 obferved, that if vuquirirs 
. (feiWyiiontrrtn^Ttytb be made, hut no cffectuabRep taken for bringing the delinquents 
cri|Rcs^ would be. incrcfikd'inffcad of IkIuv diiniiiiiLcd. The Cosn^ 
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’s i'Vrrants t)y rhfir f.*s^ii>ns and intrigues abroad, and their cabals in i , ^ ^ 
?>! I'roi'i-.ci >js, wi.uid tu let all Lavis and Government at defiance^ ' T.^e 

I'l.it iij'i’L .m il ou the Jo'..u'.al', ot India AHairs in 177^> appeared vwy' (jlllniU 
on ihr i j[i‘f hf a compaied lo ihol'e committed o!' late, and particuldtly tbcic 
yi'ir i,. — 1 he tlaihing p«ivi-i-rs ut the Directors and Ffoprictors had wealUtned 
.ve rnmont or Indi.'i ; and ilu Company's fevvants had Icarifed; .that th«y might 
us tiu^y pb'.itid. It had b^eii faid, that his Honourable Friend >icafjli)pn‘' 
(Mr. llurko) hid g.v.-n a deep L«il«uriu^ to the enormities committed .in XndiaV 
tin- paiual vifv's ot p.iiTv, «iul bs the potvcrol hr. eloquence. But all the,poweifcj^af\ 
lai'iniage v.hiLh Ik* I'-ilkn cd^ all the livclinels «>t‘ lanty» and the amating eopiOuT* 
ticls and i liaiiii ol iai.q-riy, whith d:llnq;uiihfd him above cvety other manji'iir^A 
l.nablc io Iviiihiin or i.an ’up to the reality. Here ilic General entered into a tfe-r ‘ 
fciipij >11 wi th'- <<p;<rc!i..>:is and cniellies (.ominittr d by Europeans in Alia* AH thattl^s. 
t'o uioos bi'ld laiiid, iliji, Molated Without remoril j and, as if ihey delighted in 
huni.i.t miKT_\, they indented m w f|K-cieh of torture, the inhuman luft ufgain %$/- 
int;; ilit ii hreaVis .igainll < v< iy keling ol compaluon. Here, with infinitehappinej&ii 
Ik- q.joted and ajfplicd a paJljgt- Irom the dcfcciit of ..'Em: AS into 7arfsirus^ as de- 
ll ribid in ilie Sixth Eneid of V irgil. One of the chambers in fhofe' gloomy lUart- 
Gen. Bur;; m'uc pioduLed as an im^ge and example of thofcMzdsf'i, aS they are 
called hew, wiio/in the Company’s lervicc; amafs fortur.eS Irom the vitals of the 
natives ot lilnJjjLin. 


“ Z).* iiino pAttiaw, JcmUuMfttt pctrutem 

: Fnl: p(tio atqut u'J'.xit, 

Utc ' iLiLithum iK-.-ajlt nut^c, 'viHtof/ue bymen.xat, 

^lult Office: :fWUK<. KcfaSy [{iifipucy potitL 
iVy/r, mihi Ji Ihs^^iUe ciniAth Jutlf wJy, ci'ttufny 
** /tf/f.i f/v, omrus fis/cnoH tonipnndite foi>HaSt ' ' 

“ Owr.ia putuitM.K peuiopert >ww>/;a . 

♦ V.' 

fA- all out Readers may not be verfant in the Lathi longue, we ilfadKlbhibiti 
a ir.iullation of ihefe verh's, whieli may ftrvc td dilplay the felicity of Gentlrgl 
hurt;nynn in lh^^ quotailonj. ' ^ ^ * 

“ This in.in fold his c<.uutvy for gold, and fiibjcfted It to a powerful tyrant. Hp 
** made or aliro(-;ai''d lav. as he vas bribed to do cilher. He violated, wilh^jt 
** ftruplf, the hiMiiiur of virginity, and the facred inaTnagc bed. All (the chaxac-' 
** Iff j fhe I'oet delcnbes in iljis place) of them commiued the moft atrocious deeds; 
** and they er.joved the fruits of ihclr daring- wickednefs. Not although I had an 
** h- ndreii toig M-., an hundred mouths, and a voice of ijon, could 1 dclcribC every 
^ of their criiiiw,, or recount the names of all the-r various punllhments.” 

Till' General, in coiKluding, dcilred, that while Gentlemen titlked of the Bill be* 
ing A violation of a Charter, they would bear in their mmd^ j^at it d^as the fsl- 
vxt i»f India. He rcioined, that the Bill wafl brought Houfe., and that 

the u y of bringl.'.g it in U1 to clvc lot of his Honourable Frleinf Mr. Fox. 

Mr. Martin congratuIatS Mr. Fox on having founed, and mrt-with fb great 
fiKci.-r, 1.1 a Bill that was likely to cftablilhhis power on the ruins .of public liberty* 
Hr* read over a part of the Charter, which conveyed, in the aiitoleS: manner,, various^ 
propeity, right':, and priMleges, to the EatLladia Company. He alfo read paBitge. 
iruin Lurd Clltendon's Hillory, very applicable to the vcnaUcy and coiTUptioti -of 
the times, and ghincing at the encroachments of a Juntb irt ParJiainent on 
ri'gaiives of the Cru*vn, He admired the dc.xtcrity of Mr. Fox, who would\cpntfive 
to make h^ml^•lf indejiendcnt of both' the Crown .;snd . Parliament.- He that 

one good ctfcA of the Bill would be the total expaillion of the Englllh fforti.lndia ; 
and that the poor Gentoos would be left to thcmfLivcK* It was coinihofiiy. fai^,.. 
that, fu^^pnling the Engiifh ihould abaodbtl their Af.atic tetriforle^^ other' HojCt^ean 
nations would laKe pollellion of them', and thence dciive great aih'aht&'ket ’lA tfad'e i 
this put iiim in mind of a Bory that was tol(f*bIm« of tsvo Geiulefiieh ukij^g a ride 
onf nvnlrg acrofs Ffounllow Heaths Ahighweyrptrtrraoie i^to lh'erti,>an^ demanded 
the r nif.n-y and watches, adding, very couneQufly,*that he ilieuld be forry tk trotf* 
ble ihfm If he thought that they fhonld pofhbly cfca*pc^ bein^ robbed. anil-tliAt i^i Vi 
very iicw ininuter., by forric other pelfon* He alfo cor.gr a. vtlatrd Mi, Fox orf "Kis grehf-'' 
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Sri^jorxtiel. He tliougnt a tax on all |M**-f.jns voilnej with il'f ^^I n-l i-mjar-r/ 
be an exceedingly proper oiif; and n.- ‘n- lore i' n'luld n<>i i nl n-- tiir 
He happened l® meet on the lln * t, a it w V. i-t k .i.mi, with a ut-ig it.-.m , . iv . v i: » ;f 
^ineunderilood Mr. Martin, a 1) (iin; r. Tlw. Ionian ii led to r.iily I'. :ii ‘;ir 

jeaK>ufy ofMiniAers, and all iImi Bu» uit'i-i ins alknn» Ijirii, on iIds hi* •’xi.i! 'Y 
xheeting -with' hinif how he liked tin- Iiidia Kill r ifeii o<)k Ins he.wj, ai*>! l.'rti, ** Jr 
it all over with u$ !'* ’ It is needlclk to add, that Mr. Maitin was llroi.^Jv 
•SheBilL 

■' Mr. Scott alludinj; to certain inf miati-»r.s tlir.t, ngrcr-ibly to tin' lornmnn ton- 
of lawyers, lie would not fcn'i'le t-* .my cauK- v. h'.«h 1 <■ ilitmld hr jvt.d 

^r defending, rrprohated, in the wanncft tv*ii , iVh m' .•■ 'rih’ in, Uios’s : >1^ 
Verted the probity, lini.erity, and ri-lnrlant c '■’t hs natr.r* to i.uh , iMiJtKi .. He 
alfiolo^ized to the fiobJV for taking uj> their t int .iI'vuit, ir'.rn : iii l\: v.ovild imt 
Wefjials on thedr pi'UienLt', hut on ottalions wii-i h he iLoulil d- i*in in I’n* h.rlu rt tlr- 
ipree important. Suih he clrnned the piclent, .ii.d he ihi i' t n.- tiioUj^ht it Im. tii'iy 
to deliver his fehtimerts upon it, ^hc Joltmn I'entimcnts ot his l-.« an .md i '>iih i, r*. 
Ulf delivered a vrry able dlfto'uife, with gri.at regularity of im th.ul, md I'ubi h 'y nf 
^gument ^ and he enlivened r ho whole with oieaf.onal f.ilhtsttl a 1 1 ly :i! lt 
iiumour. We pretend not, by any means, to do juJllcc to thn, any ”'ioie iK'ii in 
any of rlic <*Lh<r Speaker i, in the curfury views w<* lake <*F tlmr ipcckl'.fj. 11 is dil- 
eotirfe naturally divided itiVlf info three parts. In the hrlr part In laboured to lin v ,, 
tKat there was not any mtcliily for the Kill; in the fecond, that it c '.plained not any 
^tovifioniof fufficient importance to iulHfv fo ftrong a flrp js was laktn by Govirn- 
inent j and in the third, that the Bill would imreale, beyond all bor.pd>, iht Inllu« in r 
'df the Crown. Mr. St<nt w'as n<*t of opinion that Parliament ought nor, or i ould not, 
jfhy cafe- whatever, violate a Charter. '1 he f.<fcty ol the coininumry, at t oj ding to t b.' 
ttivifttiffulus populi Juprtnu might render it the duty of P-siliarncnt to ir.it rttn- in 

. certain cafes. But this was none ot them. ^ Neither did hi think, that from the prra 
ient interference pf Government in the affairs of the EaO-Jndia Company, the other 
Chartereilf'Socleties in the kingdom had any rcafon to lom five any a,prehcn<’i n..- 
jThortl was an ^ nature and cueumjlanu which clfablill.ed a vtiv dVunt.al 
' elifiertnee between the KaHJndia Company and every other Chartered Society. Th.'l 
i^ircunuftance was their Terriroria) Property, and their Imperial Pu a ct. But flill, lie 
’' coiftei^cd^ jthrt no neeefUTy Inid been llicw'n for violating the C'^ urn r of the Coin- 
l^sh'y in the.lMfcfent fituation of atlVirs. 'fhe Conij’any wi.e ii'a Jhiakiupr. 'J he 
in^afures propoicd were no othvr than a disfrant hil’cmcnt of the Conipan\, and a 
confifeafien of their goods in the hands of feven Comm i (hone r*'. Here Mr. Scott/ 
after.a proper ajotogy for alluding to any thing recorded in fai i-mI writ, read foiue 
, in dii}lrcnt cliapters of the book of /Jevv/.i.'ict, whiih fei'inril to exjiielk the 

l£t,endedinxiuvaiions in the atfairs of the Englilh I'.aA-ln.lia C'lmp.’iny. And I, 
opoti the fand of the .Vj, and Jaw a bcall-rife up out cf il c lei, having /rtv;/ 
and A« hfnn'i^ and upoA his horns /t» irvurns. And thev W'orfhipped the. 
’'Z^/?y;VJ7, 'Which gave power unto thebraft-r and they worlhipped the heali, laeirg/ 
liic unto the be.a!!l > Who is able to make war with him.? And there was 
giveR onto hitn a mouth gteat things ; am* v. a*. gi\fn unt.) Inin to' 

conTi:iuc ftfrfy and twoiacnths. ( Here, laid Mr. Si.'tr, 1 bi:lie\c tluic is a unflake 
of fix iriOnth".^ And he caufeth ail, both finali and g c it, rich and poi>r, to receive 
a tnrirk in //vtr hand,', or in 'fifiV forehead. 

[Here penfions, and preragoJ, a*' clearly in.irkrd oet.J 

And hCvHcd'tnightijy mIiIi .“t Iitong'voin-, faying, Babylon the Gre.ii [‘p-ainl'^ 
Uxe £att<^ndu Cotnpar.yJ Is iVlIcn, is ValleO^ and fici no iht* Jiab.iato.n ol devils, 
and thwhold i>f every tout fpirh, and i he cage of crej-y *i nek aft b,ru. And the 
mercitanca of the ftial! weep and moam over her, for no nan b -y ' th her mcr- 
« handiic W more ; thcnierc|iandi4e of.gold, land filver, and prcc.ons ftoculs, and of 
pearls, arid purple, and £lk/'iiBflica/lec and all roarmrr ofvrirels of 

2 Toi;t> uefiotijt wood; and cuindpUAOv' ?u?d odours, and uintmen-r., and 

' ffantciflcr^e, knd'o;!, and fiw, and wheat, ard braAs, and fheep, ami rimf's, 
<iA<fchArUib, and Haves, ahd fouls of mep. And the fruits tliat thy foul lofled after 
aieftcf^rtd^ from thee, aj|i all hlngs which were dainty nndgoolly are deparred 
aud thou IhahXiid tberrx no moie u all. The me chants of rhefc things, 
made livh'by her, lhall Kaad for the fear of tier torment, wcq»- 
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j !<! V. r.ud /living, Alas, alii* that groat city^ that in'filte 

li. ( .., i:i ['L-r,-]/' and Itaii-T, aud docked with gidd and j^reciuos aftd pcarlsT 

ti.r 1 h I n.. r U) grc.il iichr*.. is come to noa^^h:. And every lhip-ma^*r^ 

t'i - i ' : j, ,ny :n ihij's, .ind l.iilors, and as many as trade by fca, ftcKMt afer *na 

« i V. !irn i!icy r.t'v :h'* liivjkc oF her burning, Rising, What Icitf is like .Unto tius ' 

pr a; V.:) : And they ^ alt uuit on tluir heads, a.u! enrd^ weeping andf wa'tlii^ ' 
11 Alis^ j'as ' that greiii city^ wlicr In were made rich all tiut had IblpS. 'in thfe^ 

Dv ival'ji ct h r ciijli.iu li • foi ia one houi is ihc made defoUtr.** * ■ ’ 

'i * c reading ot ilic .ahnVv , as may be mugiued, kept the Houfc in a roat.^ MlJ. ’ 
Sent all!-, in ihcco'ii'.c ot his fpccch, tiuoted the fpcech nf Brutus^ who^ leaking of 
L'A'Iar, lavs, ‘ * 

He would be irown'd — ■« — — 

l{ow tli.ii might thangc his natuie, there’s rhe que^iion. 

Mr. S. o'p«‘ j \t'd, tilt \*olcmc with wlmii Miniltry attacked -the Jlights oif 
tl.'i t'(i.ii|..n\ V, i gr.'cUcrihaa that of General Warrants, whiih were happily got ihfe 
tiitt.r i 1. :ni‘ , ago. Tor ihtfe alb-dged a caufe of violence. Bui the BIlll'. 
a,,i:nil il'c C'i'i..-an\ .nli-dgid not any fpctiai .idl of delinquency,- He faid that aAii 
Of n.acr agaiull la.» had Let-n borne, and might he expected to yet borne, ih thU 
( oan-.r/ : Bid a-t. <-l i>' ..i i igainll- law, fupj»oried bV the judgments of lawyers an<l ' 
i the co n. try rK-ver would biar. On this fubjc'-t he quoted a palTagc Irom ihdr ' 
j -.-hiion. and jiiofoiind T-'iMcydiJf'f who remarks, that fnjujiicc is more irklome tp 
. I n than viob i.ie: IkCf'nio iujnftice, feeniing ro conic froru equals, provokes indig- ^ 
uji.on ; bdt iscnduicd a', a matter of inevltabb; late or neceflity. He re- 

1'. -vied hcic on the ( on. in, ft uf the Parliament about the ^tddk of laft century, wHeri 
: 1 k y well anvioob tog tiipiuc Charters iroin llu, Burghs. — He alfo rcttcdled on the 
PailKimc. it taking rli«- commaB^d.uf ihemilxiia out of the hands of the Crown, whxcb ’. 
wa. .a prelude to a '.jr of twenty years. It had been fald, that niarcers had -been 
rroCly mifmar.aged, and that many cnormUteii had been co*mmittcd in India. Buc 
whole fault Vas th.it— the fault of the Piiectors, or of their. ieVvants in M.a ^ 
'•{'he Diredbi.ii, a-* w.i3 confoired, had always truniinitced for the dlrtAioJi.of thetifji;,. 
f-rvant', abro.id, the pureft iyflem of ethics > Why was not that i^ftem carried 
t .\ev '.Klon ?— -'1 h.!. w.r owing to the wickedpefsof their fervanis, not to any deft^ ' 
m the cynilitiKi-»n < ;’ C i. err.mcnt. The accomplices in the imprifonment, and tnil^ ' 
fcituue** of Lord J'-joi, had been biought toj'ultice by* the Proprietors, before the' 
Court of King’s li. .v.’m; and fj might uh**.- delinquents. But if the power of the ' 
D.KxVois he loo liiiall, give them more.' He dclired that it might be conlidercd^ 
<h»u was no al"i,UK'n in the law, of thcdegiec of power ponclferl over the 
vants ol the Ci'm|iai;y, hut only of the pertmis w'ho were to inijpc^t their ConduA^'^ 
7 hi- 1 d'eci «»f iliis .11 in'iliuulon of a Coiut d* Directors w'ar. yet doubtful j ci^en.tK^' 
m ght he t'jund niadequate to th.e diltaui government of India. Dt tt ^*t 6 u/A 
iioi v\k-si m ituf I The b.inkrupii y of the ComjiAny was A flatter ivhich 

ajt I aft doubrful, and lime ought to be gi.inicd for enquiring itt^ it. He rcpcati®^' 
tivu patTay.' m Di hello, where l^fdemona tries,—** Kilt me not to night, my Lord f 

L>’i im l-vi; hut t'ue day, — one hour'” 'Ibis prayer was rejefted, and repentance'' 

fui ci'e..i.l the fai.'il iiiVd. U ha:, been faid, that the aBairs of the Kail lndi« 

CnmpMiy are fife, 'o-lng cnirulUd to the c.irc of reftx*dtablc Comnail^onei^. 1 like ' 
r.cji the !iK.: nt their bring refponlib’r ro men that' apj^oinied them, and the ratherp 
that th. fe mi n are rh.emfelvrs refp nibble lor ( heir «onduCl. The rrffionfibility'of the 
former will let lire the latter, and plac i them beyond all rcfponlibility. If It 'was' 
right, continued Mr. Scott, to veil the power of ' nominating the Commiflioners In 
the Crown, why not veil that power in the Cnjwn ab initio. ^ . If it was right that it 
Ihonld be jilaced in Parliament, why not continue 'it? It had been obfcfved, that the 
Clown bad in reality enjoyed the power of diredllng India affairs^ through the' medi- 
um of the JVoprii'tors. It lo, why Ihouldnot ibq Mimfters of the Cr;^Mnb'uX<e aiba«e 
ft' the blame for the mill unduA of thoic aHairs. Xt-Wta a new things ob-'> 

f< i ved, to fee the very perions who had objcfled to the Aft of T773 as'a pr9(^)^llt for 
encroaching on the Rights ofChartcred Companies, now quoting that very 
rrafon for fupporting the Bill under conlideration* It waS^thus 'that One jpreiSSfd'cn^ 
begot anotluT, and lhat the beginning of evil was as the letting out of water. TUc' 
greji f.ir taking the power out of the hands of both the Propneu^s and Direftots'^ 
was, lhat they c lathed w.th one another. But would ii be laid, that when two co-‘. 

M z o|keratIng 
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a^prrhtttfivr, left from fofuct<rorul an attack upon the friellf5c-tii*n^, thm 
tiiidtl itli-lf Ihould foon U: i'uiLcci t<> fum-n'ki ii| <in u-rms not ihc iiii/ll 
^Ic to the nation. To be ho thought iho iJ.ll u ai founded c*n piiin ijdcs <>i the 

fljigrant injufticef and that ‘.i ravo a flab loilic \ .tali of iho Knglilh Coufl.tuMon, 
ai^when he contidoicd who il w.i., ihui ga\«. tlu wmsiul, ho wai ready «-'ir. 

Brute/ or, to change cb'hral I'n- I ri;» i.;-! ground, he c(j..ld not help o.illmg 
to mind the condud of Joab to Ainal'i, v hen he Inm by the beard with one 
hand, whilft with the other he thrufl a dag'^/r mio hib henii. The faued penman 
added, ** But Altana U'tij Wjt aivure cf the jiv^tJ \n /■ -ca.” Sir Kichavd faiii^ 

that after an -Honourable ftotlemai., who had lately Ipuki , ! ad priKhicid fo much 
fcripture, he hoped he ihould be paidmud !•>" h.i\Jag quoted a few fcntcncej* from 
that c\cellent ojd book called the B-blc.-ind thouju itwa.s no had wilhioihe IIoulV, 
tiiat they might be better av-qua nied with it bvjth in tl:. •.! y and , i-k'Hic-. Ih' w llit-d 
not to bring ac^ iil'atious agamil jay m-n ; but he ventured to ipj-e..! to evn y iVleniLu r 
in that Aflemblvi wlKthi. 1 , if the Rill had hen bintight (•! by anv Atimiiiin ration, 
xyherenf- the Right lloiiourablc Sccietary of ihi‘'<>Vh.g PciMiiimui dul nui ni.iVe a 
parr, he Would not, bedbre this* tmic, have been c-.!iingout for impeachrucMt^, axes^ 
and h.ilieiM ^ And whctlu i he would not have nuide V\ tllinmlU r-} lall, C’ovenT- 
Gardcn, the Shabefpeare 'lavcrn, and, aiVM. all, tin* walls of tl-ar Houir, fi' ling .miJ 
«thi) with the ihn./ * •■•f that j owt-r wbi< h be hlinfl lf wa^, no'v about ti» j ut ii'io the 
MiuiflcTa baud'! ' Rut w ho w a ^ now ibe jVliiniter ' — Ob ' /• ' si •»’>{, n t ,yj Sic. \c. 

Sir Richaid faid, that lor him to offer a gdi lo ore who had lie whole pat ronagi of 
thr I'iaft at his 1 oir.tnieivl, a d who bythi-! Rill, was mad' greater, not than lliii or 
lhat Nah«->lvbut ffian all ih* (>i '< »I Nabobs logeincr, would U- imuj’tion indeed; 

it tlif R ight rion* uva!'! Sh . rrtaiy wt»r Id .irecpt In Inall :i hr.on a‘ a uew' motto at 
his haod^i, it ihovid lx: tlu following: ^CKym tor he wa*’. fure that 

neitKtr fab c jam eitre., nor atte J'dh fairtf were at all a ol'caMc fa the Right Ho- 
nourahie (.Jentb'rnan in the pivte.u inft.n't r, a* ht presaiJcci a*, well mtln /;yw;5o a* thu 
in thi* a^eTsih'f foihat in rim-", boihAja’i and I Ivitcswii'e umicd; and. that it might 
ewr be laid of him as it wai, ol the divmv poet, Mihnr., 

Since Nature cnuldt:'* f>otb:r ^6^ 

*T') >t:sikz a tbrrdy JH Join'd the ct bet two.” 

Tfnt if, as a worthy Gentleman had h.nted in a former drbalr, the Right Hononr- 
ai/lc Sectf'trtiy ff'iOuld indrid lofe the I'l'ine <d i/*e \lan-.f th ]'• '/ rethought ih? 
£xtren new Pirfiflor>, auJ tiwir Subs, might properly alfumc ihcii oi thPtnfk -?/ tht 

lie did not wdh to tlie the Houfe with a fcroivl dilVertation on Optics ; but be, ctyuH 
JSt?t help nscntic'ueg a circumfl.anc'c whichlirucK him a kw d . s <i'» i, as b* was walk- 
V5ftg along. Pafi.e.g by a mathcmarical inftrufue.it ihap. In Uw the f'clere of a dil- 
'tlnftod viiage, wlucl» he could barely make out : He thought, howeser, it might rc- 
‘ prefent Bits.ir;»tit wefp:r,c ' Hr had the cariofi»y to 'Icp into the th >p, aiid c ^amined 
If tKn'«;igh aitocher gla!', v.i.cn, to his Itirpri/e* he found it tu U- i la'i^hing-wan, 

. Jf'.‘ thought with hirnf lf, 'h.il wJi.Ifl Briiuauia rhole will ^tve. 

Kc did qor dniy ht l i jJivc lerned. w.t • winning for ' h ■ difovjji ' s whith prev.-nlrd In 
o ir India Aff.tirs ; bat ho thought conydiom and fl//er..;x .w thnuld bo irinl Ijeforo .»«- 
ft*:aibn had been fo liiddentj' determined »iii an^hc much quc<Iiomd, wheihor/^rr- 
J’riptloni the Right Honourable (nr/eu and bis dt^fly Ivloved bi(*tlu r Doctor San^ 
wv)» Id be t:tn«ari<>U5row!irds a thciij^h hed- .'..fudina bnthtbeonc and the 
o-ber widild pocket forne good fr for their mujeous win h w.is Kmn crpcdeil 

xo operate by a moil violent evacuatiua on the whokCoi-.rt of Duc'Ctcira. Beftdes, it 
w.is agrr"d on ul: hands (he ^oke with.fulnntffion to the Fii^ulry; that where fcven 
Pbyfic’ians ar,J c.irte Apothecaries were called-iu, as a worthy Member of that Houfe 
btdbre fflLcd thy new P!re<ilycls and theic Bai'\ the (k-ath of Use patient was at 
hj^d. meatil not at all lifted on the Right Honouiablo St'crctar .'^ Coagt 
J'F/bcp ^ch Icfs on the l>ircfloi:;> inbo w-ert: nominated by virtue i>f that Co ye 
6fi the coi)trary||pr tlic hillMu/i {lafa, Le congratulated the Houfe imi ihc 
kwc'W thore’Wrc among Utetua^n of integrity, men of fenfe, and rmm 
of&hfirjefs. He ihould, !. .wwbr» be impatient lo he-w how' the noble Lord at thr 
head of ihc*i<;'w Direclioo E‘.>ard wouW reconcile this Riii, with hi* Rjutjlt .igainfl: a 
^ luuilar 
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^ onr, \n I’lr vi*ar as ho thought ; thar if the noble hor^ ftStfjftd 

t'^ify Ir niiili .ii;jiiiit ihis. 

Sm Ki(h<iiil th(*i) idui^ hi' mull bci^ to take a leap bat-k to tiw! title of tht StU^ 
\vli;«.h Ills loilh, that il is “ ihll J:t ve/iin^ thr S of the JLaf India 

p.i't\ lit the ILtndi of tr/iufH CcttifttJJ'’'t!C<Hf joT ihe Btnejit of the Brefrietors tt^ 
Vid'he " — “ J-«‘i US now li:c(laul bir Kichard) how this fpacious title agrees wklk 
** ihj n jl hict’' 

The Parrjc'. lup^mr. d ro he brnditrd are the VubUc and the Proprietors^ But as ili« 
Couii of Direcloi-i hi gs'.ed by their Connfrl, that they mi^ht be accufed, ib both the 
I’uhl.c and the Pr^pru i.iis have ininsued, that they might not ht henejited. 

IVih.ips they ci*vihl n< i f-mn a berttr judgnn-rit of the bi/teft, which the pullic 
think the, are to derive finru thiii Hill, than by « onltdering that the City of Lunduil 
hail a:ti.ally petitioned, that they i.ne.ht be escluded from any ^thcfc bo:6ftu 
And with legardtothe r'<a pepuh, or the pubiiC in general, we coal|||lot look witli- 
wnt (loiMs, without hearing tlie Hill, and the author :> of it, execi ^teflon ever j' fide 
A'.ii this, iviiwithdandii'g a tribe ot hireling ncufpajjer fcribhlers endeavoured,, fo 
I'.i-.il the WMilil into a bi-luf, that the Ikll was both popular and, I'alutary. One Pro- 
p.i'tiirm pastil. olar, e. npiiglit, a.s honell, as indefiondenc a man as ever dignirted a 
11 ill 111 bt. biephi n’s L'haj>el, and no man tilled it with a better gtace, was fo fearful 
-.1 i*iA‘ we/e/-.' wiiiih might accrue to his 4000I. Indi i I>ock fioni this Hill, that he- 

H. .'dr tied ill/- Houle agan.il it, nitha ft i ling and a p 'th«<s, which Sir Richaxd laid, he 
! 'ij.f-il, wwiildh.iNi g.it a doKi n s ote> that it might iu>t pafs. 

A-. th. ri fore the / .-.'/rand the />nV were at loch n r'-c.)nclU':iIdr vsrsaiu'f, that 
rht il V .IS ..<> f'-rsn.n)i a between them, (though Inine gentle. iicn nrg!.' ilm-k^ 

tl; 1: .e. gw at I'ont rant les in natuie h.id a tore’ line ♦/•.//>/ I’d) he ihouhl beg h‘av>t :c» 
i\v e, 'Ji.ii If the Bill palUd iluiv Houle, it nnghl be printed with tiie fwlJ./v.j;,g 

u/.-. /../'I itlc : ‘ ^ ^ . 

“ A Hill tor mrdl unjurtly, v!(ileotIy> and forcibly wrtding the AHairs of the 
i'.aii- India C'liapany out oi t!te hands of the i»refent twenty-tour Directors, ai-d 
“ lor I lacing ihuiii Ml the hands or ccitain ne'.v Directors Rnd their Se.h-... ^AU'o for 
“ Itri'ngthcnnip the liiuo. iwe of his Majolly \ prefent Minifters; .and for (k.iri’ig 
** ihc way ft-r tin rotal abolnioii of fevrral nf l-*fs C’haitcTS yet e.KUHnp^ in thi.> kin»^ 
dom ; aud tui aSiwi’inng .t fj>irdy piosiiiou f*rt lever.il reljn’t^ahle tnen«l'> hihucrs^ 

** and adherents ('f hi \ia|City*.- .'lelcni M 'l.'teis ; whic li tricndi., jidibcj*., and ad- 
** hi tents, arc nc.v lahoming nm: r she* jivit iii-ve.Utous circumJlance-:, and ^ery 
** iiuportunaio to be leluvcd.” 

He had only to add, tluii if the Right H» nourahlv Stcrclafy would confent cn tUi# 
frilling ti'Key.di/Hrl m the I'lticcl the Hill, which he thouglit qtrte luJlicient to inak,* 
it peii-rily i o.dident with tiie print ■» le ot the Hill iilelt, that he would not -’nly di- 
vidr w ih him that c\c.mig upon tuc qaelVion, hat Ihould feel the h:gheft I'ansi'aciiou 
in making one uf hif. iuitc, when he carried it up to the Lords Spiritual aad i, 
'JVmpural. . , *4" 

Mr. An refuted what I^r. Hill had faiJ about fcrihblers, ar\d made a very 
.hit- fpi-ci:h ill defence nf the Bill, which had 'iior? rcafoning and argumajiE in it th m 
any fpcech that lias bun fpoken m fbp|K>rt vl ihc H.ll, c.^ccpt iholc by Air. Secretary 
Fox, Mr. Bilkir.c, and Sir Grey Cooper, 

Lord Mu i.c I- AN L c-ppofed the Rill, and conifttdcd chicHy again^I It on the ground, 
that the new powers introduced by the Bill, in :he form of. inilue^cc delivered into 
the keeping of the M tiiAcr, ihreartued the uimoft datiger to the Conlntiiibn. Mia 

I. ordihi, faid, it sv*'. agreed by all good wiite;:, lha4 if ever the C.jrjftlfatlor; wa-' 
mined, it wocihl he hy the i'.irodu^tiOn of nsw power?, that did not naturally bclor.jf 
ro it. His Loidlhip ; uih'-d his arg' tnent fo I'ai, at to declare it tienched upon the 
prerogative fo much, as lo rcndcr it not improbable, that upon firniiar grounds the 
Crow'n might be declared ulelafs. [A cry 0 / Order, Order j Lord MuZgruve aflejrtei 
fhai he NVa.N not out of Order; he had a right to urge the extremett polSble c.oAfr- 
qncnccs, in fc.rport of his argument. Hi|Xor(Hhip laid fome fevere things .agai nil 
Mr. Fox, butdcvlared he did not dilliketha Coalition ; he thought the lituation of>h'e 
Country icquircd a junction of ulrncs ; he wilhed their balls, however, bad been 
kro.rder ; thii no body had been preferibed, bi;; liiat men of Afislicies from all quarter^ 
h.xd been taken in to lerve their Country, at a m-irneiit when 2t llood fo nv.’rh in need'^' 
•f great alhiUiK’c. With regard ig AJf. Iw faid^ ^ always Co b« in power ; ' 

his 
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l^foperlortaWts rntltloH him to fuLrt a f.tuaiiun, — ar Ifiil, !■.; wii rc-nfiMi*, ihit 
QQt of power, he iiicl iiifm ir :n.f' hid. 

Powvs would hardly take tin- .stirnti'jsi i.f ih • llimloj Jaith-r tlvi'i t > , nt-r 
'iSa j^rOfieft againll the rncalJir wKk h (h-utlciu n ai". lo iixoi.'idt laii i\ , 

at lb great a hazard. Tl»<- he i«K.iid, m. le imt'i.ng moix ihan t-nii- 

anpn mcn», and they needed lo ht uaiv. hi d * l.-h i‘ . I \w i leJe ii. ]. 11 had Ihlly e--*:.- 
'ajneed him of the expediency oi fm h i r. amf, i 0M#a. Hi Ixd.vhi, witli loir(<w, the 
^slranchifcmencofthe Charti ud R i^h.t i»l hi . i l•l’^llylllCI. ; 1 c fjidaw the anan.i.y 
«iul inilery into which the nai:* i tta** i ivli-iuly 1 > ■ j'lungf’d ; — And nh.it 

alarmed and diftrclTcd him l)e\'>5'd .ill thin., «*;ie ".as, iu* jr»i#.,cd that he and 
■U.iny of the independent Moinhrri 'll tiwii 11 . iMjc , v. m- Ij-iiiiud aud iiampled onaer 
foot. But he thoui;ht tliat wa-. but .i ••..•i i‘> Ui. ii .id^'-mile*. Hr touJd 

not Cubmit CofiiLh tre.nnu .u VrMiniut i<ptfd';:, . d.i-iuui ; .md li '.%a% LuiutuiCid 

by the coiUidllPion, tli.it rhufc whu iutici.d .nu* f.iow 41 di,;u.t-(n ’a:ch him, \\eie 
Gentlemen o^tne tirll icpiitauon, ri»r iiu.io.u ai .1 h-inT. Hf aU.ned r> the 
ttnn whicli had been voltd loi the l •rt-m- n 1 thi* p'.ur i ‘t ih.- t.i is Hirerhir*. 
To that period li- bad no «i!il« rtion ; hm In- b p-.-ii lo 1 1> ov i > !> iiii r.i ■ oi n j« 

loiniit^ig wa- ilit-reafrei to bihuiM - --Hr 1 k-!iI op the l.sivuor l)j-.ivt'fis asiine'ded 
with more ji^jwer .md authmiiy ibciu they knew hi*\v to uli ; .nni ii'.e 'nlriior Dm dor* 
sure bentath all cotilidi rat on. 1 lu-sr ainhor:ty v.as i fMiif-i.i| i.l Ic ; it w.!*; bnt the 
fiiaJc of the departed honour or t oc i.i-c Diieetori, and mevu i i' ipi-..*l fo mfir.ni'i- 
cant, and iair> n.lU it luth lignatuK". of liiiaiu) and dil^iate, that rio ont 

of that dcllriptton sa , in hi-, ojiin:on,a [.lopei i»erf<*i) lor l)-nip, admiired to ili" Inv- 
nor of a r’arl'.airu-ntaiy f* at. j\Ir. Fo\, he fa;d, had d. •.»I\ed liim i ' a < eilin;'!) , — ♦ 
his prnrVllioni. rit'dilintereilcdiv !s .md zeal for l lie paid n good, ),. id inclined luni to 
hope fot ms. ifnres th.it wovild il.fy his j rofe hons j but he l.ad hoped in vain. 'M;6 
* Honourabh (»iy'.ileman Ihll continued to .ivow the pi.ir.y of hi^ princij'lcs, and to 
hid hi.sdelud. d eountrsmeii tridVto his ftmeriiv; but for his part, he was not tube 
caught hy his fair pccr.uifes. It was a'lnivim with h:tn to judge by weajuretf not by 
msv, and by ihacxulc hr meant to try all th.' abettors of the prefent enormous Bill. 
This Bill aur. d a mortal blow at th< indr'cndencc of the Rcprelentailvcs of the lub- 
jects of G eat flritain ; they mlp,hi Hill retain their feats, Init fieeuoin of fentirnom 
nnd fpetch, the glory of Englubmeii, and of Englilh Members of Parliament, wxrc 
no more. 

Mr- Fo.x rofe, nor fo much to remove the unfavoin able oplnl.ni*', (lent femcn had 
ef hiscond.'Ct .is a Minlller, as to wipe oil' the inUiny and repro.tcli thCv l.ad, in thet 
Coiirfc of that debate, been jdeafed to tall uptm his rcputatioi. j , a lu.m. Hr fhoiiglit 
hi ‘ had lit . vety V’nhandlornely treated— It w.is nut iiiough that (•enilrrneii had 
allowed h.m ro jpiodiv-f, no virtue, iu> merit wh.ncvcr; they had aliribcd to him 
inan.y poheive defect*;, ard.had eapivfltd their malice j for hr wonlil i.i;l it nothing 
, hut malnr, with ali^ihe virulence and all the malignity wrurh fancy could invent. 
There w.'S one circrmnancc of crimination which he look ev,-rv;dingiy 111 . An Iln* 
jr>urable Gentleman (Mr. Powys) had charged him with a fpccies of de’ii'pu ncy 
whjch touched his tcfl ngsmorc than any uiHm, bccaufe the only piincipK* fr<mi 
which it lOi'ld ilow, "-r-s a principle the moft oppoi-tc of .ill oihcis to ihok iiy schich 
he was af>t..ciod. Tb.u (icntl'inan had faid, th?' in conJidinn- of the .great majo- 
rity which Minillr/ had in that Hoafe, he had in hired the we.ikcr j’irty — in his 
own w<»rJ.s, or iomcthirig like his own wordc, evt? ibe •ii.jott'nec of in- 

dependent Members. It was;,, he faid, a cruel infuiuat.on ; and il w.ii as unjuft as 
it was cruel — It /iippofed hiin -guilty ora crime wli> h he uewr was capable of con- 
ceiving} arid it plainly decIaVcu, ih.'tt .ill hi. pTofelfi'ins of candt ur, rf dlfintorcftecl- 
nefs, a id of .iitachnicnt to the Kiored i>ghis of mank ind, were noth mg, but w'ords^ 
dejuhvc words, fnimeJ for foiixe other purpofe.- He delired, that the Honourable 
Gentleman who had fpokenef him with fonmeh freedom, might be sfTured, that na 
exprd^ns that had ever fallen from hiiii, ever were meant to him. ITe did not 
^Aivy. that ever .he had faid any thing perfonal,' if ever he had, it was aimed a( 
Sofa iityohant Members, who are fo fond of their own conceits, and wlio think 
^ery tlufl^they utter fhould be receive d a$ a law. He was not certain that he h.iJ 
qqC' funte time or other fpoken with that intention; but tj blame the Horourablc 
’GiK^lletrian who feemed fomuch chagrine^, w JuUl have b'*en among the lall thmpa 
that Hlvuld have ftruck bitn. Hi& viruie^.hi* hlf coiameLdublc red, all 
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.€r>nrrr Irpc! to forhlH any fiich Impeachment. The Honewahle Secretary iiew '« 4 Ht 
icrvtJ, that Gcmlrrnen had that night dilcovercU uncommon warmth in the cauf« 
llioy nerr engaged in. They had been very earncll to thwart and ojipoic hif 
wjlfu*s — They liad alfi ihrwn ikill in the inode of their attack on him ; They had* 
plAci-d a learncil and t-IiHjucnt Member (Mr- Scuti) imhe front j and he had CCM 
:tairily actjiiiiiid himfclf abJy. Hut Ik* was not y<*i overthrown ; he truiled to the 
joodncls of his < anfc, and the fiipin^rt of his friends, for Hic'ccfs. 

A noble Lord ^Lrud MuJ grave) had laid much on the imminent danger that 
had lieni brooglu uj»on rhe llati., by the accelhon of iniiucnce which the Crown waa 
about to irteive. I'hat noble Lord, and almoli every other Uenthman that had 
J;>'’kcn, had dcim^aiid that iiilluciiee, and at the fame time had beheld with alio- 
■iii'iliineiitj, the change </f jiriiu iplc-s v.hii h fenlibly a|>)vai'ed in him (Mr. Fox) in all 
h:s late ^r u cedlngs ; but he would ealily fatis'fy them, if they wofid be latishdd, 
cf the gro.iMiiief'- n.iiure of tneir Uara in the liiA inllance, and of their deception in 
tiu- otiu r. i he intluein e they fo tnuch dread, he faid, is nut an inilticncc that wdj 
levcii to the Crown; it may revert to iheCn»wii; iliat is not impoflible ; but it is 
more likely to return to//*; Meotkn nj ihuf \ to t hale very Mctft- 

hirs, of graining at whole jndilj>uublt rights I am now acmled— but falfcly accufed. 
Jterpv-crmg ihi' change «^f my priiu.plcs, 1 declare that I am I'cnfiblt of no 'fuii: 
th.iuge; ilnTC i.*. none fui h taken plaec : At thi& moment 1 pohefs. the fame 
halo. .!!(•» of ilu Right!* of the Parliament, and of the Peojde; and I waldi with tl\e 
Ymie 1 itv.i!iiil|Vc‘tion that evei 1 d.d, every degree of undue patronage or influence 
which tl.e Crown may acquire. When I went into oiHce, the power of the Cjcown 
had heiui dimintihed; the diftcrcut powers in the State w'cre pretty equally poi fed ; 
that was a ll.ite I wiflied to let them irt, and it is a llatr that they Ih-Ul always, con- 
liivtlc in, if my bell < xcriions tan clfcct that dclirahle objedt. With regard to the 
bankruj'U y of t he Company, the learned Gcutkman (Mr. Scett) who has faid fo 
much, hasi^dd ns that the ifatement ofanother learned Gentleman, wliois nowabfeut, 
Was Rich and fuch, and that he ha^il advanced futhfluhborn fad*, that nothing could 
xelifl them. Is it fair thus to ^oinbat one, with the oj»inioi»s ot a man who is nqC 
here to give his realoiv,? But this is the way, the unfair way by which I am ar- 
tickcd — vvery Gemlcman on the oppofitc fide of the Houfo has lent his terrors in 
.11 ray before me; hut I am nor M he terrified. I mulerlland their terror’; and if 
i give it jis j'roj-er .i, 'pell.it ion, it is nothing but envenomed malice. Mr. Fox ob- 
•f'Tvcd, th.:t liis Bill had been violently oppofed in all its llages; but it, flood on fi> 
I'curc a hal'-., and, wh.it ibinc Gentlemen might wonder to hear him fay, it was fi> 
pnipuhr, that he w.n.lJ r.ot be afiaid to trult ics.iliue to the denfion of the Public.— 
It hau been .iliUirdly laid, that the prcfciu Bill both increalcd and uecreafe^ the 
j*')wcr of tin Crown. In God’s n.mje, laid he, what jiowqr of influence docs my 
Bill take fr HU the Cro'vn, that ir polleircd before > Or what power does It add, that 
it did nut poli'efi before f T^e Bill takes no influence from the Crown ; but it adds 
:i gijod’^Jt'a! to ParliainciU ; and if it be doubtful m any of its tendencies, it is p.ir- 
liarncntary duty to l‘c-hvl it tarefuliy, and to try lo correil Its defects. Tlic Right 
Hono'jr.iblc bfcretaiv mncludcd w'ilh aflerting the rights of the indeiv<ndcnt Mem- 
bers ; and with declaring, that to deprive them of any, ihould be the luR artion of 
his life. 

Ml. Powvs reminded Mr. Fox of Ibme of his former dcclaratitms which reemed 
to cunv-y the idea nf iiKonliilency in fome of his aftions. 

Mr. Scott defireci to know’ by wdut authority he .was fo fubjefled to the con- 
troul of Mr. Fo.\, that hr could not deliver his lentiment&.4t the begimungor end 
vf the debate, as he himfclf ihould think proper. 

Mr. Erskine defired to 'know of Mr. -Scotty in what part of Mr. Fox’s fpe^H 
that Honourable Gentlciniiu had attempccdxo imiiofe any fuch controul on him. 

Mr. W. Pitt made fome remarkt a& the •jprr^a/ rbcirad/xr and politiea! 
tiff^lions of Mr. Fox. He faid, the Right' Hon. Secretaryr made his .powerful and 
{[onerous conneiflinns refponfible for aH his anions. Helbewed'Xo Mr. Powys the >■ 
manner in which he fuppofed Mr. Fox wifhed to .treat tho ittde))endent Members olF 
Parliament. He l>ewailed in very lofty Arains the deviation, the very remarkable 
deviation, the partizansjof a late noble* Marquis had made from his upright prin- 
ciples ; and he pitied a noble Lord, and fome others, who had been fo inconfideratc 
Ui 10 embatk in the perilous ocean of politics, with men who were likely to cor- 

N rujH: 



tIiCil. He had i fr^ touch at the Coalition ; and pfophHied) in virf pofi« 
:^^Mitt-tcnki8^ of the difat^nnis events which the event of that nighrs dciiatc was 
dboiit toprecipitxe on the nation. 

'«^Tho- ATToRN£ir General reprehended Mr. Pitt for his pcrfonality s defended 
Bill nrenVQullyy tad argued it 0 |n its ieveral grounds, ncccihty, influence, and 
^pedteincy. He declared he was as much an enemy to the Influence of the Crown 
«» ever, and ftid» if the new influence fo much complained of in the preienc Bill| 
liad been giireii to the' Grown, heihould have been againft it. ^e palled an culo- 
num on Mr. Fox ; faid chat he did not care a rulh for his officcy and chat Mr. 
l^en ihoold have it the next day, if it were no: that his holding it were nreeflary 
for the fopporc of his Right Honourable Friend. He urged the folly of talking of 
fhe facrednefs 'of Chariered Rights, when fo great an ohjeft depended on their ^ :o- 
iation ; and alked, what was the confideration of a ^in of parchment, with a waxed 
feal at the corner, compared to the happinefs of thirty millions of fubjcfls, and the 
preferration of a mighty empire } 

•• Mr. Arden retorted on the Attorney General fo^ his reprehenfion of Mr. Pitt 
' for ‘perfonahty, and reminded his learned Friend of his having faid within ihofe 
walls, within a very few months pail, that the man would feal his own damnation^ 
whofhould give a vote for a particulaf* queftion, before the Houfe at that time. Mr. 
Arden declared, he had given his voce, notwiihflanding his learned F'ritnd's ana- 
thema, but he did not beheve he had incurred the perilous predicament alluded i'-.. 
Mr. Arden cold t\is learned Friend alfo, of the flrong and {xiiated language In which 
he had been ulld p fpeak of the Ear) of Shelburne. After this Mr. Arden went 
into a recapitulation of arguments againfl the Bill, and produced au entry of a cle^ 
bate upon the inllitution of a Miliiia'in former times, to lliew how analogous the 
language about the Influepce of the Crown^ then held by the King's Solicitor, «'a% 
to that now held .on the ocher flde of the Houfe. 

Mr. Aitkn talked of the vaft cft’efl the new influence might have on Mr. Fox, 
%o Whom he was at prefent ready to fubferibe, as a man of unmoved integrity. He 
quoti>d again the rwo lines cited ft<m Shakefpeare’s Julius Cxfar, hy Mr. ScoUi 
•nd meant CO have added jcheflfceen following, but quoted them rather imperfefllyis' 
^ey are as follow i 


* » I.! — — ■■ . He wou/d be ervarf d ' - 

jHaeu tbett mifht chan^^ bis Mtttui e^tbrrs* i th^ •^u.pwfK 
It es the bright day that brings jertb the add^f ; 

Jhd that eraves wary walking \ crown bim^that-^ 
admd then I grant vie put a Jftng in him. 

That at bis will Ic may do danger with, 
abuje oj greatneft is, when ft di^oins 
■ IPemorJ’' from Power; and, to ^eak truth of C*efar, 

4 have not known whets i^ir a^efiims fivayu 
jbfore than his re^Jon^But *tis a common pf-sj, 

^hiat kowlintjs i' yo^ttg ambition* s ladder, 

W^hercta the climber upwards turns bis face j 
But when be once attains the upm^ round. 

He thcK tmte the ladder turns his bachf 
f Looks ht the thuds, jeominfi the hafi -degrees 
^ vtbieb ^ did ajeend's So Ca^r may^ 

Then he may, fft^ent 

• WTLBiiUroRcx appofed the Bill, and attacked Mr. Fot, charging biijt* 
with h|pdng loA the cqn^dence of the country by joining ^hc noble X,ord in thr Blu# 
iHbboifi Mr. Wilberfoite ceqcluded his tpeeeh with a quotation from Milton ; 
' lhac praflage fa which the fallen. fplrit is addrff<(:d. 

Mr. Rtcby faid, hr had neither fumiihed'bimlelf with a quotation from Milton, 
ar a au(K!htion from Shakefneare, wluch he had not expefted to have met with iq 
khat day's debate; nor,' what was more extiacrdinary, had he expeded to have 
• ^Ixard a quotation from Scripture through the mouth of a lawyer ; hut yet he ha4 
JomWhed himfelf with a Ifew arguments in dcfl^nce of the Bill. Mr. Rigby then, 
in hi» ufitaJ, plaini mawly^ cominph fenie ntode of rcifoningiy proved chat the Bill 



^tery Way juiftititbie. He fatd, HeKaa bec» on ftCommltCfW of 
lung agoaa the year 1772 t that at that tihie they faw enough to fnake them lotflHS 
and (bat a Bill ot Regulation wai brought hi ind paBed thh next 7«tr. He^icltcodlp 
vas a little furprized how thofe who luppoidteh khatBiU»coaM hUift thfi 
b(>poie chtv With regard to all that had bcjm ibid abont ChiildM 
Confilcaiion of Property) it might ihrve tor the IWmI W# 

Icnfcs ihUil regard it as a mere bugbcar» to frighten chUdieo. 'l^c ChUftfr of 
ifompany was violated .in 1773) hod To it muft ba again; or hR pretenee CO 
mutt be abandoned. Mr. Rigby declared; hb had rather htre willed tbb new Iniil^ 
Once which he acknowledged thull indirpenfably be cieatedi had been given to the 
Crown, but he was perfuaded it was fife) where it waste bb lodged) tiji he »fl^glk#A 
various reafons for entertaining this fcntltnent. 

Mr. JF.^KlNsoN ftarted his old objection bf the Bill's creating a new Execucith 
Covcrnn'.ent within the italni) independent of the Crown. He alfo reminded ci^ 
H oufe, that the Bill would comihit this Country for all the debts that now werh RT 
might become due in the £afe* 

Mr. Dun DAS rofc to refeue his Bill of the laft year firom the charge «Ucdge 4 
againlt It, of giving Earl Coruwallis defpotic |>owcr, bectufe the CroWnhad, unde 
that Bill, a power of recall at its pleafurc. Mr. Dundas faid, the Bill had brought 
Hun up 400 miles, as well as the Honourable General oyer the way) hniL ho 
fcaiii'* determined lo oppol'e it as highly uncoaftitutional ; having faid this) he wtfti: 
ovfr his oblcrvitions of laft week again, and Inlilicd upon it, that the appointment 
ol a Sec rotary ot State for the Ealt Indies would have been more eligible. 

Mr. SuEKiDAN, in an animated and pointed fj.*eech^ replied to the Lord Advo* 
cate ; went through the principal parts ot his Bill of lalt year with him, and proved 
tluc the defpotirin it cioathed Lord Cornwallis with was fa plain and palpable, that ho 
declared, he wondered how the learned Gentleman could keep his countenance, when 
he feriouily infilled upon it> that his Bill was not equally dangerous in point of 
cn ating Innuence and Arbitrary Power, and m regard to invafion of Chattered 
Rights, with that of his Right Honourable Friend. It was in fadl, Mr.Sheridata 
fuel, ten times more fo; and that if it had not^ been folate an hour of the night) he' 
would then have proceeded to prove it was I'o. This ferious part of hU argument over^ 
Mr, Sheridan ciiiic to the more pkafant part, and took up tho feveral quotations of 
Mr. Wilber force* Mr. Arden, and Mr. Scott, foiling ih^ each at their own wet- 
pou3, and citing with the moll h^-pv eafe and corrcctnels, paUages from almdtl the 
fainr pages, that controverted their quotations, and told ftrdngly for the Bill. He 
qu«*iod three more verles Ir^m the Revelations, by which he mctamorphcded ihc 
"heaft vMih feven heads, with crowns on them, into feven AngeU, cioathed m pure And 
white linen. One lide of the Houfe were extremely entertained with the turns Mr. 
Sheridan gave M hat he quoted. 

Sir Geoaor Hqwakd, faid, he ihculd voce Ugalnft the Bill, but declared, as h«^ 
ivas^ a man of honour, from no other motiVe, than frdm not being able to recancili 
hlmf^lf to the principle of the Bill. 

Sir Oft'biL Wray gave a few fhott reafons, in his plain way, againft the BilL 
^or-eilly declaring he could not vote for a Bill) which he conceived to befouAden 
on injuilice and opprediou at heme, under pretence of holding out peoteflion to the 
hnfo: lunate in India. 

The Houfe growing extremely clamorous) and calling Fot the quellion fo rod* 
fer juily, that Sir Watkin Lewes, who was upon his legs) could feArcely be heard, 

A! ierman Town sawn rofc, and fpoke to Order, .m called upon tbie SjMMktf to 
dnfoicc regularity ; and declared, if he had not authority enough to keep the ARbow 
hly in order, fo that every Member mig^t be heard) thatlKiu(e would hd%j&ob^ 
And nor A Parliament. 

The Spa Alt EX role to defire the Houfe Would be ordqvly, Had declaa^, t|iat if 
Ccntlemen iniagined, by creating a confufion and claiiionniig for the <|ueAIon» they 
Wo'ild ihortcn the debate, his long eamience in Parliament,' and bis iKquaintaoce 
with the efiedl fuuli endeavours generally produced, enabled him to aAure themi that 
ahey took the mod unlikely way in the world to attain their lend* 

Sir Watkisi was theu heard for a few JbeiaeDCS dtfti])£Hy> but the cry for the 
Quellion becomir.g again prevafent) 

■ JMr» 
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Aldfrmin Tows si vn nr.c-^ more rofe \ip to irfift oft oruer. iTc 
^elHon was one of the luoft linjiortaui to thr Statcih.it '-^cr tauv: qndcr their 
cbgniiancc, and that the mode of endeavouring to iVnotlu r u na-j wi.rihy of the luca- 
iure j bur that the pur^iofe of the other fide of the Houle Ihould not fc anl:\crcd that 
^Ti for he would fit there till that day fortnight, looner than luhmjtto fuch an at- 
defeat difcui&on. He atldc^^ that levcral very rrl'pc tanlc Ocnclemcn wilLed. 
to oner their opinions upon the lilll,. and they ought m be hcatd. 

'Sir Watkis then proceeded to If ate his ut>jcchi>ns to the bill, and declared, that 
Hs conllitucnts in Common-Hall afletnbled h.ad inllrutled him to oppolc it. He 
ihould therefore not diichargc his duty to them, it he did not give hib negative to the*' 
tnotion for reading it a third time. 

Mr. Alderman Tow^sF-^^ himfclf oppofed it very ftrenunnfly. Hecontend- 
rd, that fmee the Bill came inti) th<‘ Houle the grounds of it Innl been llnUtd re- 
peatedly. That one day ii was the b.ankruptcy of the Eait-lndil Company; anotlicr 
dly it was their temporary diAivls : another day again il was loirut lung el ft, and 
thus the ground w.is r.iKen ami abai.iUned, ch.inmd and ehangeil .igain ; noa here,, 
now there ; at Oi.e time in light, at .mother behind the hedg**, ullat Jalt ,t not 
to be traced anywhere. It Inid, that thi y.flll-I.tdla Crmpaiiv .I'Aed (i.ivertw 
xnent money, and ilieiirnnre tin Ir Charter was m He Iviaed on ; uas that a iu'^ineut 
plea ? Had not GiArii.inent abundantly more than the laliic tif the debt under 
Irick and key? Would not a pawa-Hrolccr lend the money the Comj’'wiy ov'. td and- 
wanted, on the fame or a worfe fccurity > Who was it pniyed lor the inierlcu iiLC of 
Parliament,— the Proprietors of paft-lnd.a dock? No. I hey defiicd no aid on- 
iuch conditions. Was it the credo ors ot th«- Company? No. 'ihty h.ul rum ii 
rather lease their fecuniy in the hands of the Company. Cixm thel'e ij.iell ons he 
built frvcral arguments flgainllrihe Kill, and ridie0h-d the idea of brcakinr, llirough 
Chart! rs fo wantonlv, tk’« hiring, that if the prelent Bill pailed, he ihould nnc 
Wonder to fee a propolition brought forward nest ye.ar to put the Crown in commlf- 
fi' for .1 cominiiiion of that lori wmild not be moreuntonliiiutional than tbc other. 
The Alderman was extremely IcN ore on the Attorney General,, tor having talked 
lightly about Charteis, and laid that a piete of pauhment was not to he regarded a& 
a nutter the more fatred, lAerely becaufc It had a large Teal hanging to it, in cafes 
where State necellity requiik-d that it Ihould be abrogatetl. Such language, he fald, 
fr Mil a Law Oit.crr of the Crow. , is to thv laft degi'.e ilarin'pg. 'I •> what foiirte 
<st femriry wtrethey to 1 lok, n v'harters, Inlemnly grantvd and iatif>»*d, were to be 
thus tri.'ted, and iiy his M.ijvily'' AttornryGener.il. 

He alforot^k mail ', of ?he J-ords Pnitcrt*!, declaring, that the iloufc ut 

Parliament had rrcoryi. d ihe.r cyiniou ot all fiwh Bills as me pr^leiit. 

He was called to'ot'di r, for ufi'Cg rhe w<iul and informed from the (..’hair, 

that it e-\trtm. ly thibrdtrlv tor any jMtinher •>* «Ii.u FJ«.iile lo llat«: eithri' of 
the three brnv.htS of iTk LegllUte.rc ai fuperior to the«»ilMrs.^ l'f>r>n this he re- 
lumed hiS ar^'orncni, and laid,- he only incaoi to Ipeak iiis .sj.imon of the privi- 
leges cr|oy<'cl hv t he oilier Houle, of reeording their reniimcnis upon any rnitafiire 
to polleniy, and declared.' th r v.7ll!ng I’lC PrHiclh the Lcjda on the Bill of 1773, 
Political Llhel«!, wa**, hi 'iI' rnind, a very indecent ■ •■efumption. 

Air. Aidermao S'. •, v .mvoi. tnld, he had given i wo voles in Uipprirt of t.hc Bill^ 
bccaufe he in hiS lo* .'i-iM.iL apj lovc d of ih • incafurc nehad^fiiK.- hei n inArufled by 
Jiis conllitutnl* lo ' j.polc it, and as lie always thought it hr. c'uiv 'o o^*y their 
InArucLuns, he llionld do ii in chr .’.’fame, and vole in a nii'i.icr ^irfcrenC 
from that In wb.ich he had bemre voi.-d. A j his coniVltnrnt.s, however, liao not at 
the fame-time fiirmlhed him with my aigunirnts agah '• the Bill, or thrown any 
new I'rfrbts upon it, fo as to hid -re him to alter his op.nion f.-t it, he ihould fay 
notb'ng in 'ts iav nsr. A Ale. t vote thercior** was »!} *hai could be Cxpr^ted of liim^ 
afld that he- Aioald^ in obedience to the iiillrn^tious of his coniiitueuis, certainly 
give agair.A it h{4ftg read a third time. * 

1 he try <*': Qjge'ftian, QjucflinivT was now again f.sireiwly loud^ when 

Sir Robsr r fUuRi: s rote, and begged to be heard, as he viilhed to (late a few 
tealbns for the vote hr r’lcam to give. Sir Robert fald^ hi^ real'ons were four- 
£jld. FiiA, he w.'.uld Aaie th-*rii as a Proprietoi of India Sio..k, and what was more 
unfntt.i'iate for h‘m, a-. 8ii old Proprietor; next, a Merihaur ; .md, laft of all, as a 
Politi. i.an, for ever/ min in this counwy was, and had a right, to be a Politic t.tn. 
fiirK*»ben,tlien lUtc’d, th.jj he 1**4 bought India Stock In 1772, and appealed t«j ihc 
0 nobliQ 
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iwM(! Lori in the Blue Rilibon^ whether he had not it tjiat clni^ bees fucjei.1arl^ 
tpgaged in the coiKcruik ot' the Company. From thib^ he proeecded Co complain o^ 
tiie ill coullituted AdniiniHration ot the Company’s aliairs, as it had ftood hithefCOj,^ 
auii ^^as goaiginucli at large into that cnnfideration, when the Houfe again loudly; 
c'.preliing their impatience tor the (luellion^ Sir Robert faid, though he had* 
j*ear done, he wtiuld lit down to gratify thetr dehre to end the debate. 

TheSpsAKLK was proceeding «o put the quelHon, when 

Sir Robert Smith rofe, and obtained the attention of the Houfe, upon his d«« 
daring chat he would take up but a few moments of their time. Sir Robert then 
Went into a ftatcmeiit of his rcafons for diiapproving of the Bill. Among others, he 
declared that the dellroylng the Charter of the Eall*lndia Company, and aUjlilhing 
tJic Court of Dinclois, upon the alledged ddinqueney of fi^ric ot the Company's 
Servants abroad, llruikhim to be full as picpolterous a ineafure, as if that lloufe^ 
inllcad of a late cxpullion of one of their Members^ had proceeded to diiframhilc 
the Borough of Hcyduii, on account ot the criminal eondui^t of its reprefentatic e. 
Sir Riibat added a \:iricry f»t argumenis to juftify his opjofnion to the Bill ; but 
Sliding the impatieneo of the i^ufe for the quedion to iiiLrcafe, he clofed hi> 
fpccch with liin^e eiiiphatlcal cxI•^elllon^ of the cunlecpicnc.es of the Bill, and of ilu- 
dilgiMtc it would entail on the Right Honourable Sceretary who introduced it, and'* 
i»a that Houle, for having blindly adopted it. 

i'lu* hi'KAki K was again proecoding to put the quellion, and ihc gallery waa 
cleared cjf fl rangers, when 

Ml. Flood rote, and in c^^inprimcnt to him as a new Member, and a’l a rpe.ilce; 
•r great exiRelaiuni, pr<..four.d lilencc obtained diro^Hy, and he W'as liiUncd to for « 
c >nhderablc titue with the urmull at^tion. 

ihis Hunourablr lloulV v»ili furgiw me, 1 hoje, for calling their aU<tnt;ois at lo 
late a pefiOd of the debate, which nothing but a full convidlioii of ilv’ inipoit.iULC 
r,t tilt hufincfs before us, and a lenlr c>flhe duty I owe to this c •<uwtrv, .n. a Mem- 
ber of Parh.'iriK nt, c ould have iptlucecl me to do. 1 conlider this Bill s;. one, the 
general tendencies of whuh arc <»f the molt iutcreding nature. It gave me coinern 
to think, that it was hkc'ly to pafs before 1 covilu have an opportunity of </HVring my 
opinion on its merits j and (Jcntlemcn mutt give me credit ibr what 1 lay, when I 
inform them, that on lalt Wedncl'day 1 was lilting in the Irilh Houle of Coinmr;n.>. 
Had I not been ar.xiou. to jyjn my \oIcc with thole whom 1 iielieVed fu hu JiiuAted 
by the wifett and inott equiiahle nwtives, I llituild n>.t 'laco niatle fuch hallo to ap- 

р. *ar wh'Tc I no,v ttaud. I hast no ^ aic‘n fr> ctoubt, but CJcntlemen W'ill l-olievi, 
tliac what T am to fa\ mutt How inunau inipc li<il and unprejudiced miiid. I am ai- 
ia«.hed to no pa»^' ; 1 am mlloenccd by no kmet of faction ; I ha\e not [irumifcd my 
vote to any lec ot men, but ihao.which lh.ill .'ipfvar to be the raoft \irtuous ; nor to 
aiiy meafures but ihofe v/h; h ihall ptonufe the greatell benefit to the coiiimur.icy. 
1 know, however, maii> Ccuclemen on both lides of the Houle; and there are many 
• i both, whole folitical talents and views I both approve and admire. — It is inaiit-r 
«t tegret^to me, chat 1 appear heie fo badly c|ualified to dittharge my duty, as 1 hud 
ny-fclftobe. Having lived at a dittance from the centre of {political opcTatiu.n in 
SI IS country ? h>tving had little oppuicunity of becoming acquainted with the Ali.iiro 
cl the India Cc^rnpany, both from iny Ihujilon and the multipllciry of my other oc- 
rupations; And what is Hill more againll me, having never jvrulcd the I\e,-orrs of the 
India Companv, I perceive rlierc is nothing that 1 fliall fay that can induce any 
Ger.ileriiau to alter lii« Oj ini'in. None then can be difappoinred, if I lay nothing dc- 

с. iive on the lubject of debate ; and 1 am determined, that what I fhall lay JhaJl carry 

r'.thihg pcTfou.nl in it.— 'I he lirft objcittion I have to the Bill is its lunova- 

tlMv*- in Government are alw'ays precarious, and very often dangerous. I tvill n..t 
venture to pronounce pofitivcly, that the Bill is in every refpe^f a had one, betaufc 1 
have not folly conlidered all the lieparatc clauks of it with the aitrncion they deferve ; 
but I will fay, that the firtt appearance of the Bill i* unfavourahle^ and that it i:, the 
P^.bllc clamours have made very evident. I think 1 may alfo venture ro fay, that 
the tendencies of ilie Bill are tiiir.gcrohs ; and I raiy alfumc the violence that ha^ been 
ofed tocttablilh it, and which is likely to prevail In the exertlfe of it, as a proof of 
what I allcrt. The next objection I have to the Bill, is the prccipitanon with which 
it has been carried coirs prefent ttaie Its bcMiig lo vicilently puttied on, dcmonttraies 
eitlicr a per.ntciojs ralhnefs In t2te promoters of it, or adittrutt oftltc i^dlliude of its 

principles ; 
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ffetbcililet t r<’r }f Wfre » j^ood onr» it furely coulJ not Bo too ton^ and too fu!I^ 
£f«^uired ; iintt it » bad 'me, it i'. Ill furely pafs into a la\r too foon. 1 am of opioioa^ 
A^lMinifterb have not acted fo openly m this important alfair as they might hav^ 
jkii&e. They oughi to have declared their piirpofe nt propoting this hill before ths 
^)clulion.'of lall SdTio:!, and thereby allowed Gentlemen to conse forward with their 
ideas fully coUefleds ar.d well digcHed. Gcntlcixu'u muft have observed, that the in* 
terfereiKc of Parliament was the firft caufc of confufion in the Company's Adairs. 
The BiU of 177 1 was intended to regulate the Company's conduAr It was ver^ 
fcadiy received, and bccafioned much difaflcdhou a;id much dtAurbance. Why thetf, 
^uld Part' an lent ralhly interpoie now ? One wcwld have expeded that the tale ol 
the Bill iu 7 77 ^ would have made them more cautious* If it were indubitablcj, thak^ 
tills Pill would anfwer all the good ends which a wife Bill might an fwer, finntd 
Would be lets impropriety in making this experiment : But as many Gentlemen of the 
freateft wilch.!Ti, and the bell undvrllanding, believe it to be unconAitulional, 1 can* 
Hot help diiap, loving of it* This Bill has oeen reprobated as being a violation of 
Chartered Rights. Such violaftons ar** certainly nutters of feriuus cotifideration, iH 
A Country in whuh fo many iinp<jirant prmlcgcs are held by Charter, and in whieB 
'Hierc cxift fuch liberal notions of freedom. Charters may often be improvedi and 
Hew-modclled ; but very* feldotn is it pioprr to dimiOilh their power, and never at all 
jnAiHable to annihilate them* p'or my part, 1 Icc not any netcliity for treating thn 
^dia Company in the manner that this Bill propofes. It has been laid, they arc in- 
^pable ot ducking the extenfive coiKcrns of India. I am fure this does not appeaf 
Vnm. ihc conduil of ParliamcnL : Thev have dilplaci'd the twenty-two Genth men 


who governed bef^ire, and they have l<-ittcd li.\it\'ii others in their places. And wh# 
^Clhcfe fixtfcn ? V^^Tty, clevt-ii of them an* thol^vho governed formerly ; chofen ogain^ 
doubt, bs’uaiifc they know bcthir th.in an" other fet of men how tcxondui^t thd 
Afl'airs of Js it likely, tben, that thefc lixteen GciuK-men will adt mom 

■Srilcly thaii the tv/cniy-two? 'Iht^ who arc bell (jualihed, afled when all the grieva 
kncts comiiiXined of were generated ; the orheri want cxpcxierivi^ ; it is therefore tiOt 
likely that matters wilt fucceed better in future than they did before. It may bte 
laid that the late Dirc^ors were not fucsePful : Perhaps they Iverc not f but that 
cannot be looked upon a-, a juft plea for depriving them of their moft valuablrpria 
yi leges. The Parliament of this couwry has not been fofucccfsful in feme of iti 
ctforts as that <it Ireland; but it does not from thence follow, that the Enghlh Par- 
liament Ihouhl not go on to ail. It is a maxim with me, and it would be v/cU it !be 
lame maxims were adopted by colbiitivc bodies of men, I'hat all public Companies 
ought CO be treated with the greateil cefpcil, and that their Rights ought to Lo htflA 
Toirt'd. It is poifible to conceive a fituatlon of aftairs which might jvffify the feu 
tiflgalidc of this maxim. Such a fnuation of aftaiis would be a fituation ot Mteffity jr 
But the prefent is not. The conJufl of Parliament towards the India Company is 
i&uch more a fubjeft of juft complMnt and remonftraiice to them than the Boftoa 
JPort Bill was to the Americans. Property is certainly the firft principle of Legilla* 
fcon. The Proprietors, therefore, one would think, had a title to fuperintend theif 
wwn Aftairs. 1 do ".otdehy that Parliament n# .v fotnet'mes att wifrly, and not un^ 
jcrftfy, til mterferli.g with inferior Boards; c- that interference liiou Id betoafTift 
'and regulate their coiidufl, not to deit.oy their i ighcs. It is a great, and I think ati 
‘•bvlous truth, that all conftitotional ends may be obfained bv coafticutional means r 
And were this truth ufed as a gu.lcte in Z.egi)lation, opprcihcn and diftkisfaclicui 
wok Id ceafe -at ;acc. The Influence of Parliament is certainly fepretne in this coun- 
try, and I have i o wifli to lie it diminllhcd : | would only have it to acl with inodea 
KM dcfiHH k mmai'ch can ccminand the lives and probity of his I'ubjofls at will s 

"b. cm is always In proporiiwi to his clemcney and bouncy, Mc can alfib 

del ‘gate his ; ower; but tiicn, ifr.e has any wlfdom at all, he will be tttsttatyf cau^ 
t:'> IS to whom he delegate’s his jp<.wer ; for both his own fafety, and that of his peo-' 
yh*^ d'-; ritd ujion the conduct of th'ife whom he entrufts. This may eaGly be applied 
to ihco.hters now a^ir'j.nicd by Parli^ruenc. It has been granted^ that the IDiredluHi 
ihal) continue In ofi.cc f'^jr year . I Ihould be glad to hear from the Ri^ht Hononrfu 
Genth-man who moved this Bill, whether lie mtendsthat this mode of Govern^ 


'tnent IhdiT be [’ennanert, or if .tisio expire with the term mentioned. If it is to be 

S mianent, it is very told in Gcmlemen to publiih it fu haftils : For can the Righft 
ai, Seemary, ur any other Honaaritlde Gentleman in Houie> fay that ft 
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«rlU infaUibJy pr<^ofe<l by it ? If they cannot fay I am 

pnitd to chinky that th<‘y have been rather mconfiderati* { and 1 have reaibii to feajr^ 
that die remedy will be more intolerable than the grievance they fought to redreiW 
it, on the other han((| the povernment of India be to return to Parliament at the 
end of four years* there Is not ib much danger to be apprehended* An experimenl: 
fhall rhen have been made, and there will be an o^^portunity given for Iraprciveinent cf 
ihe fyilem. With regard to Mr. HaAiugs* to whom it is faid this country is indebt- 
ed for the exchange chat i» about to take place* I have always been accuAonied to 
)iear a very high character of that Gentleman ; I have heard the benevolence of hik 
V^alt, and the vigour qf his underAanding highly extolled* and 1 never heard him re» 
fi^rented as being given to rapacity. I might not* perhaps* hear all me truih told of 
Cim; my Atuation at that time was unfavourable for receiving fuch information^ 
I did hear thefe* and many other favourable things faid of him ; and I ronfeA^ 
that they have made an imprelfion upon my mind* which inclines me to blame thp 
motives that led to the Bill before us.^>Thc pre^nt Dirci^ors I hare a very hig^t 
opinion of. 1 believe them Co be men of honour, integrity* and ability ; but afcey 
all* 1 cannot but chink the government of a' whole nation too vaA a charge to have 
given to them. The conduit of Parliamenti in this inAance* reminds me of the 
rnan Pceemviri. Laws were wanting at Ron^e ; The Senators acknowledged th^ 
■were wanting; Hot, inAead of ena^ing them ^s they ought to have done, they left 
all to the Dcc»*mviii. The Decemviri made law5| but they foon threw the State iiiC^ 
conru(i<)n. The Board of the feven Directors docs not apjxtar to me to be a well oi^ 
Ailed one. 'I'hc principal direitiou is in the hands of the three Aanding HrA upon the 
i>A; four is a quorum; therefore in^his cafe four will he fubjecl to the controul o£ 
ihrre. This ajipears to me an incoiiAAency; fuch a Board muA be unllable; they 
will quickly difagrer, and the direition will devolve upon one man; fo that in the 
f nd* ihU Board will be like the Admiralty or the Tix'afury Board, or like the fioar4 
lit Trade* where one perfon precide.s, and all the rcA arec 3 ^)htrs. 

1 muA here apologize again to the Houfe for taking up fo much of their time* anui 
^ ib late an hour. Had 1 been fully prepared to meet the queAion* I fhould have 
had lefs need for pl< ading forgivenefs. The chief knowledge 1 have of the bufiuel% 
lias been gathered from what 1 have iieard in the courfe of this nighPs debate; and all 
fhar can be got m the courfe of a debate lb curfory* on a fubjeA fo amply difcuAed^ 
^5 1 undcrAand this to have bren on f>me former occalions* muA be acknowledged 
^ be but incopfiderahfe. Before 1 lit down, 1 have only to fay* that the Bill warr- 
ing the decifion of the Houfe appears to me in fuch a point of view* that 1 cannot vot|! 
for another reading of it. 

Ml. Court ENA V faid, he was aflTcfled beyond mcafure, when the Honourable 
Centleman rofe up to fpeak, as he had often admired the allonilhing eAe£h of his 
rapid and inipetuous cloauence. Like Felix, when Paul pleached, he trembled* and 
was apprehenfivc* the Honourable Gentleman would have perfuaded him to give his 
vote in oppoAtioh to the Bill* nocwithAanding his determination to the contrary* 
l^ut his terrors foon fubAded,'whcn the Honourable Gentleman candidly declared be 
knew nothi^ of the important fubjeft of debate; and indeed he proved the Anccrity 
qfhis profeflions by the very- jet of hi:, arg-oment. The Honourable Gentleman 
owned* chat he had been in the Jrifh Iloufc of Commons LaA Wednefdayi difplaying 
^no dount) his elocution in Bis irfual manner, and reccing the applaulcs ol !.is 
I^Aonilbed audience hid then crofTed the Teas and mfiuntams with precip ta- 
|iou* cook his f^t* confeiTed his ignorance of the fubjctl, and then accufed the 
Houfe of precipitation* for having puihed on a Bill to the third reading, raArly* unr 
jConAItucionally, and ufudyliedly* after a foitnighPa debate ; when evei-y polfible 
afgumeiit on ^ch fides of the qucAion had been difeuAed with all the acumen, fuh- 
feAy* and ab^tiet of that Kbufe : But as the Honourable Gentleman ftodiouAy 
.avoided entering into particulars* he difpJayed his political lagacicy by general apho- 
iifms ; and they derived confolation and improvement by hearing truths (which no 
|nan could difputej and which they heard every day) folemnly fandtioned by lb great 
and refpedbible an authority. The Honourable Gentleman had a^vtruly faid^ 
the Houfe Ihould proceed with diferetion* otherwife they could not aA difccetely; 
jbut as the wprd dijerehm inighc not have all the defir^ ha bad added 

'dilefetion, which epithet no do doubt gave if — a legal and wonderAsI Parliamentary 
j^race and dignity. After this exordium; Mi'. Coocunay faidr tKpefIted to have 
’ heard 
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»ari fome ffaiSm* to prove tlicHoufe haH not proceeded with difcrction^ w«h lowtii 
Siferetion. But the Honourable Gentleman had not i-hofc togratil'y his curiofity^ 
ffowever. he be^ed leave to return him thanks, for nut overpowering him hy the 
Jbliditi of h*rt arguments, and enchanting him i>y the 1wiliianc>- of his imagination ; 
lof-if me Honourable Gentleman h*d exhibi^iLd hif lormcr blandiniing powefs of per*, 
ftiafion, he might (conltdering'hls jieculLar adminlflration of the Honourable Gentle- 
man, aided, by his partiality te hrs -cSwmryman) haw exhibited an extraordinary in- 


ItighT Himourablc Gc«tlen»n, and the energy and j[»)gic or another, whole eio<^ii^ 
murmured along, both with the rapidity and clcarne's of the nver Tweed. The 
H<aioui“abk Gentleman had aJfo boalk-d of hiS being indqvmdcnr, and conivcdfed with 
«o party;' Mr. l.’ourtenay obferved, he w'as not acquainted with the Honourable 
Gentitman'a polliiv^il coanccliom: He gaye hiaown ddinition to the word mdifcnd- 
tt. For inflauLC^ whenever he heard Mei^ber' of rhar Houfe fpcak without any 
Icnowledpe of the Uibjoil, without any previous infomiallon' of fa£ls, and with(.ut 
■«tiy found or foUd argument, he denominated fuch a Gentlewp an indcfendtnt 
'Member ofVarltwTncnt— as he certainly fpoke of jKiinis and circum- 

fiancee, which ihacklc and confine other Mcml>ers of a more ahjcel and lcfs-enter»- 
prking fpir;t : At the fame time he muft cd>lbrvt*, that the Hon. Gentleman wa^ not 
SnKuUr in that rrli>,*rt ; for fincc he had the honour of a feat in that Houfe, he had 
•heard many Briti'b Senators exprefs their fentimenis in the lame indrperJsfit manner, 
ThcHon.Genilemanairo,wirii profound learning and ingenuity, alluded to the celebrated 
dud v.nha. kaeved iUty of the Ihrt ^-mvirs ; andU'cnvd leaitul, left lome ot the young 
Pireclors ihou'W, like Ap,>tn5,OommiU r»Pf Virginia ; or, to fpcak a more lonfti- 
tutlonal langujgii, violate the purity of that immaculate Houfe ; hut he was under 
nofiKh acfi^vht'fJjion, as the debate of ^hai night had convinced him, that we had 
our Britilh CplTi, ^''Tkibond, and ouf Brutii, who, with indignant fpirits, an^ 
manly eVrtiiniv.'Ni^isrcngc the f <Mt injured country. Mr. Courtenay 

veoncludert tl>e Hnofe tjlciog up fo tlu'ir tunc ; no- 

Ching butdefftenet anirefpeft to ^ Honr^nible Member, could have indttfred h m. 
totr>obkihrtiraf rttat late hour. Hc:- himfelf particularly called on by 
€he Hojibfrrahle Gentleman, the atedmmoddemg eccentricity of whofc argufeenfs 
.dl'emeif fbeXaHly cakulated to hiscapacit\% He appealed to the Houfe, whether he 
'Kid not given them their full force ; indeed it had not piuzlcd him how to anfwcT 
^hcni, Imt where to find them. He tongra-nUicd the Houle on the Honouiahle 
Gentlcman'.s di-tlmiur (for reafons he had cs.daim-d at the beginning of his fpeech, 
■vi/. bif- aWolute ignorance of the fubjiea) to enter into the argument at large, i>n the 
prnurphv policy, and r\j«dirTicy .ol thc'BiU. If the Honourable Gentleman ha4 
Jo, he-tnurt have foUQ^wJjwoi, andi^lg all the changes on legilbtivc and exr 
‘^•uTiVe i>owcr; with which' lhc,^oiife had*^ io edihed and entcitaincd. ^ 

. Mr. F i oo tv‘ fard a word c«f taw w wptefJtoibn . 
yiieHwi&^ow divWivt^ ^ th«r ^hlrd 

Koos ■ . iok 

Majority loftjFwr*- 
After svHich the Bill was read, and a new citwftf iftfiatcd of rider; .in^ 

alf-i in the rooih of Stephen Lulhington, Efej. and Ja -.b Wilkinfoo, Bii|. the namet 
•of Sparks, Jillp and J.’.mes Moft'at, fcfq. were Infiprted. ^ , 

r-ie SoLK-iToK G£t*iiiAi. next rooM-d hr leave dcv 

daring it a Public Bill- , / ,« • . . v tL. j- 

V Mr. Akoe,?! faid, he had not the fznaUcfl: ob;eAronr-»r rtMtrwaftily to ft 
■declannk but iitondercd not at its having efcaped the HbnouC^lc Unce 

every body had cojnlidcred the Bill as U private job. • 

* Oneioc tw verbal AmcAdmeiits were iheftiropofed, and 1»npv»ired ; afttf which 
dha Tiyh'V thaJiliJl'vws abered, and then^^Bill palfed, and was ordered to bd 
by Mr. Secretary Fox. 

w.ts, by accideht, locked out on the divifion, and 

thu vlfc ytdw <h^^hibrity ^ 

The MW iti the morning. 
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T'lIE rapidity zvith which the first edition 
of this zvork has leen exhausted, is no mean proof 
that the people of this country are at all times ready 
to make common cause against the violators of their 
rights and liberties ; and leaves me to regret that it 
is not less unworthy of the public favour. I have 
especially to lament that, froin the necessity oj a 
seasonable exposition of some parts of the conduct of 
the last Cwvernor -General of India, it has not been 
in my power to give more than a faint outline of the 
danger arising to the liberties of the parent state 
from the general system of Anglo^Asiatic govern* 
nicnt. Enough, however, has, 1 trust, been said to 
convince the jniblic of the existence of that danger, 
and of the extreme importance of instituting an im- 
mediate inquiry, on the most extensive scale, into the 
debasing ejfedls of this unique political lusus natara?. 
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LETTER T. 

Addic^scd to (he ^f^^rcJldg Wr.TiEESLEV, laic Gox>ernor 
(icneral of India. 


“ \\ Iu)(*\rr will attentively consider the Rnp^lisli history, may 
ul)'>e!ve that the Ha-rant .I'.uiiO of any by the crown or its 

i)lin!^(cls, has al wins hern puxluctive of • ‘.Irni’gle, which cither 
discoveis the exercise of that pow'cr to 1 e contiaiy to law, or (^if 
|c»al' restiains it for the futnie.” 

ii/7c/*ih>/iiV Co7/i/nei,!(.rui>, vjL iii. p. lit.il 

M\ Lord, 


I KE,U)i(’i tlint ^'Ollr an*i\al in Eng- 
land aflbnlis me the opportunity of renewing the 
subject of our eorrespondenee in India, u[)on 
terms of somewhat less incqii:ilit\ . Aware as I 
am of the weinlit wlueh, even in this free coun- 
try, family connections, wealth, and parliament- 
ary influence, throw into the scales of a contest, 
I feel that il would be paying a l)a:! ( ompJimcnt 
to the spirit and understanding of the jieople, 
when their rights and liberties arc invaded, o> 
doubt that they will make common cause in i.;* 
defence. It is, 1 believe, an establish. :. ..inA/nu 

B 
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of free governments that acts of in justice, tyran- 
ny, or o])prcssion, j)erpctrate(l against any mem- 
ber of the eommiinitv, although as facts they 
may only aflect him individually, as precedents 
equally affect them all. What is my ease to-d;iy 
may be anv other man s case to-movrow. The 
injuries of the indi\idual are therefore the 
of the community ; and, as it is his dutv to re- 
sist, it is their province to punish, c\erv undue 
exercise of authority. 

How far this principle applies to the proc eed- 
ings \vh:( h I sliall here detail, the j^ublic will de- 
cide. Holding it to be the first duly of every 
subject ofa fj*ee state, if he wishes that the slate 
should continue free, to resist all encroachments, 
whether in his own person, or on a more general 
scale, upon the rights and liberties of his eoun- 
tiy, I gloi'\ in having opposed a regnlar and eon- 
stitutional res;st;mcc to pretensions, \ will ]iot 
say simj)ly urn onstitutional, but wholly i?i('om- 
patible with the existence ofaiu dc'greo of free- 
dom. During your administration of India, I 
made an insinuation, in one- c^f the pnblii' news- 
papers, of imjnoper c'onduci against a magistrate. 
You rcijuircd me (o make ..n apology for liiat 
insinuation. I refused to make such apologv. 
You sent me a prisoncT to jMigland. This is the 
sum total of the allaiv betw^ccu us. The details 
and illustrations will be found in the following' 
eorrcspondcnce. 
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Let us now see what the magistrate had done, 
against whom I insinuated improper conduct. 
He only committed to prison, with various cir- 
cumstances of indignity, a friend of mine, on ac- 
< usation hij n friend of his *, ol’ a simple assault, 
refused to admit him to bail for that olfence, and 
sent him under an escort of soldiers, in an open 
boat, at the imminent risk of his life, and to the 
actual injury of his health, in order to be convey- 
ed to Calcutta, an immense distance 1‘rom the 
scene of action ( I jtresume if he had any specitic 
purpose in siew) for trial. In this boat,” says 
mv friend, (See Letter No. IV.) “ was I confined 
“ for upwards of a month, exposed to wind tmd 
weather, sitting all night in the rain, and ready 
“ to jump overboard, expecting the boat to be 
dashed to pieces by the severe north westers, 
prevalent at that time of the year.” lie adds : 
•• I got a deafness, which I am as yet hardly clear 
oIV' 

Was it not in consequence of my insinuation, 
and of some other hints conveyed t-o your Lord- 
ship’s ears, through the medium of the Calcutta 
newspapers, that orders were sent by government 
to release Mr. Maclean, while yet on his passage, 
and to permit him to return home, without how- 
ever putting him in possession of his Indigo- 

^ Mr. A. Maclean and Mr. B. D' Aguilar, the persons in 
question, were partners in an indigo-work, of wliidi the former had 
the manageaicnt and was in [)ossession. 
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works, from which il had been the o!)ject of a 
conspiracy to eject him ? Did not the same hints 
also^ with the Idler Hahr as Corpi/.s ^ol' whic h 
I regret that I have not a ( opv ) province a repri- 
mand to the magistrate, aiul IViistri le t!ie ulterior 
proceedings projec ted by a junto against Mr. 
Maclean ? A])cn!sal of his Letters No. III. and 1\'. 
will plainly sl^ew that the whole was a precon- 
certed plan; that the assault was })urposely j)ro- 
vokech with a view to the ulterior j)rocee(rmgs of 
rjeeting him from the Indigo-works, iinj)ri- 
soning and rcmioving him. J>iit this was not all : 
a criminal indictment at the suit of the crown, was 
laid against Mac h’an in the supreme court of ju- 
diraturc, for this terrible assault, by which ma- 
iia'uvre D^\guilar might be cited as a witness in 
his own cause, and being, in that quality, j)laced 
under the protection of the court, would be ex- 
empted from the operation of a debt contrac ted 
in Calcutta solely on his account, while Maclean 
was to have l)een arrested for the verv same debt^ 
with which he had no other concern than ha\ing, 
when lliey were upon friendly terms, iinad\iscdly 
(and pcrliaps with this verj object in view' on the 
psLYt ol' Jrir/nl) become .security for D’Agui- 
lar*. The bill of indictment for ilic assault was 

* Jfistoritailv it nnv br wnrUiy of s -'iiaik' rbat EiirojiL-aHS, re- 
siding bcvoi'd the Jieiigal. Uahai, and (^ji^sa, arc not 

corisidcied under tbr juiKdii tnjii of the sujMcnio coui t of judica- 
ture, andcouscquently Ccinnot he forced /// t/wm to pay th-dr debts. 
Buu the Ci<),(*iiu)r-Geiieral /tin 7 older lliein ^^ithin the provinces ; 
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found l)v the grand jury, hut the prosecution had 
not (*oiuinciU't‘d when 1 left India. I have how- 
ever reason to believe that the various notices 
givi'u to the j)nl)lie, through the nevvypapers, 
cj Hashed the proceedings, and in part frustrated 
tiK'se jMpjeets of complicated iniquity Even the 
expiring edbrts of the liberty of the press in India 
were then productive of some good. 

The greatest statesmen and legislators from Ci- 
cero to Burke, agree that justice is the only solid 
suj)p<)r( of a state : //ec domus nec rrspuhlica stare 
potest, SI in ca ncc reclc factis pravnia extent ulla, 
nev suppHcin peccatls. C ic. Even those of us, who 
art! most alive to these truth?, are too ready to pass 
ov(M* solitary instances of injustice as unworthy of 
notice. We are too a{)t to believe that they will 
not recur. It is bv such criminal neglect that the 
liberties and haj)piiu‘ss of nations arc endangered 
and loa, while by <lulv attending to these miniili^r, 
obsc ure states have ri'.en into greatness : Parva 
snnt, sed parva is/a nun contcninendo nwjores nos^ 
tri niaxinuwi hanc rctn fecernnt. Livy. Thearbi- 

so ilijit, in 5«()nic' rasrs, it tlepciids u|)oii hts xcill, whctlior British 
fs sliall p.iy tlicir tkhti ' — 'CIic ui.sUirt of Benares bcyoiid 
llifsc piov ificrs. 

* It sfciiis not u[i<lckc*f vinj; of iiotio*, tliat the Icg^a I adviser of the 
Bcnaio junto, in the cascof Mr. Macicaii.and of the (io\eriior Gene- 
ral, in rn\ ease, was one and the same person, the now pm^ne 
Sm W.Jiui louiihs, whose absence from this country preve nts my ina* 
jving; any fatthcr obsei vatioiis on his conduct, than that 1 have no 
doubt he merited the additional laool. a yeai added h\ the Maupu'- 
Wellesley to his salai y. 
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trary imprisonment and transportation of an indi- 
vidual will be considered of little importance by 
those "" whose understandings measure the viola- 
tion of the law by the magnitude of the instance^ 
not by the important eonsc(|uences whi('h How 
'^directly from the principle.** It is not to such 
men that I address mvself, m;r to those who 
'' afibeting a character of moderation, in reality 
consult nothing but their own immediate ease/' 
nor to such as “ are weak enough to acujuiesce 
under a flagrant violation of the laws, when it 
does not directly touch themsehes/’ 'J o per- 
sons of this description, I have only to say that I 
lament a punishment more severe than contempt 
has not been provided for such dc'spicablc siij)ijic- 
iicss. 

But I am unwilling to bclio\e that there ycl a 
man in the kingdom so criminally inclifrerent as 
not to be roused, if not from sentiment, at least 
from a consideration of remote inti rest, by the se- 
ries of profligate meaMires which 1 sliall licre ])rc- 
sent to his view. They are iioi simply a grada- 
tion of pn\ate injurv, or public wrong, or even 
an iinperrccl ijti\:ture ol’ both : but an a})solute 
and complel. \iolalion, in epitome, of all that is 
im>st I'trecioiis, in the prineiples of the Ihitish 
Constitution, and lital in as coiiit>l<‘te and ])erfc£l 
a form as it is po-si})!!^* lo^ tiic human iinagination, 
in civilized times like these, to conceive pra6li- 
caldr in any portion of the British Empire. If 
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ii'*c cstnhlishmcnt of a despotism over fifty mil- 
lions of people, such as these measures infer, and 
uhich I shall prove to the satisfaftion of every 
imj)rcjiicriced man in the kingdom, be not sufli- 
eient to strike a general alarm throughout the 
land, aTul to cause the most vigorous measures of 
nuiuirv, the national apathy must ha\c already 
reached a point from which there is no return. 
I.et us here take a curlbry view of the stages or 
degrees by which you completed the climax of 
despotism. Tiic condufl: of the Magistrate of 
(rhau/eepore in abetting a conspiracy against 
Mi\ Maclean, and yours, iny Lord, in abetting 
the coiuliii l of the Magistrate of Ghauzeepore, 
cannot bebettv’* < h.macteriscd than in the follow- 
ing '»\ord, of ‘‘ There is yet another 

ofl'enc’e agnin t ['uoin.: instice, »vhieh is a crime 
of (le< [; inalijnuv : :ui 1 niich the deeper, as 
there an* ..i;. j\ ? unhies ol’ putting it in 

“ piviciicc, and ilu' ],o\\v‘r and wealth of the of- 
fendcM's may ol'len deter the injured from a Ic- 
gal prosecution. This is the oppression and 
tvrannical partiality of Judges, Juslices, and 
other jMog/s/ra/es, in the administration and 
“ under the colour of their office. However, 
when prosecuted, cither by impeachment in 
Parliament, or by information in the court of 
King’s Bench (according to the rank of the 
offenders), it is sure to be severely punished 
with forfeiture of their offices (cither conse- 
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quential or immediate), fines, imprisonment, 
or other cliscrctioim' v censnie, re;^ulat{*cl by 
the nature and a:^;>ravaiions ui‘ the oJl’cncc com- 
mitted/’ 

But, if such crimes, acrordino to that excellent 
lawyer, deserve impeachment, what iiiust 'ac ihink 
when wc find that these were but llic le.ere inci- 
pient stages of your progress ? That you ])ro- 
cceded in } our cour5>e with a rapidity worthy of 
a better cause, and never drew breath until you 
annihilated the personal freedom of the subject, 
and extinguished the liberty of the j)ress in In- 
dia? These oflences, whate\er they may amount 
to, I pledge myself to prove by facts the most 
clear and incontrovertible. It will depend upon 
others 1o apply the law and the punishment. — 
Had not the measures of your administration, my 
Lord, been stamped with a characler of consisten- 
cv throughoui, I should have much doubted 
whether you were I’ully aware cd' oven the most 
jmme.'iiate ronseiiuenccs of (he aridi rar) proceed- 
ings, whi( h ai'v' to be tliesui/jci i ol the following 
letters To siip[)ose that you could have* per- 
ceived t'/u I . all wocild I trust '/C ]>a\ing too Ingli 
a complcr.'icri: lo )* ur di>cci*. incut at the e\- 
jx ncc of i.iicgriiv. Did vou pci*cei\c tliat, 
in the single ha t of imjnlsoniii,^ and sending an 
indiviiluai to Ihivope, for refusing to make an 
apologv for having insinuated improper condued 
against a magistrate, vou were, in efietl, «asscrting 
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a general principle, that the liberty, property, 
reputation, and in some degree the life, of every 
British subjeid in India, were equally at your 
dispo'al? That you had the right of transporta- 
tion over overv individual, who did not pay im- 
plicit obedit'iuo to your will — a doClrine which 
you afierwards, indeed, in promulgating your 
regulativins for the press, did not scruple formal- 
ly to avow ? 

After having asserted this right of transporta- 
tion for every art of disobedience to your will, 
and by laying jirevious restraints upon publica- 
tions, prevented the possibility of committing of- 
fences by the press, it would require some inge- 
nuity to divine means by which yon could have 
taken the law more completely into your own 
hands, or established a more perfefl system of 
despotism. Although the facts would have been 
more striking, the jirincijile could not be better 
illustrated, if you had abolished the courts of jus- 
tice as useless, and shi]>pcd all the judges for Eu- 
rojie. 

With respect to the extinction of the liberty of 
the [iress, it was the natural consequence, as iu- 

* 'I7ic ]\Tdrquis’s regulations for the press have been movol for 
in parliament. But as the circumstances attending my transpor- 
tation are r^-scntiaily connected with, and comprehend a h/sforical 
detail of, the extinction of the libiity ol the press in India, it seems 
absolutely iicces^arx to tlie ligiil uiideistanding of the sidtjcct that 
I should (■on'fitlt’i them tnoethcr. 
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deed it was the principal object, of your assump- 
tion of the power of transportation in my case. 
Yon were probably aware, that wliile I remained 
in India, as the proprietor of a newspaper and a ma- 
gazine, you could never accomplish your grand 
object of subjecting the press to an irnpn'mntiir. 
But finding that you could not with decency avow 
so profligate a motive, you availed yourself of 
the ridiculous pretexts of my refusing to make an 
apology for having insinuated improper conduct 
against a magistrate, and of my residing in India 
without a licence, to cfTect your purpose. This 
much I think it necessary here to anticipate. The 
merits of each of these points shall be afterwards 
separately considered. 

You best know, my Lord, whether, during 
your administration of India, you committed ma- 
ny similar acts of jirowess, or were satisfied with 
the manifestation of your strength iu this single 
instance. This indeed, as the accumulation of 
instances would not aflcct the principle, is a mat- 
ter not of great importance to (he public to as- 
certain. Vroni what has pa .sed in my case alone, 
we are fnliy entitled to c.»*!iclude that, if your 
J.ordship was sometimes graciously pleased to be 
merciful, you must still have considered yourself 
as having an niuloubted light lo exercise the same 
arliitrary authority over every British subject in 
liitiia, which you exercised over me. The singu- 
larity of the case, if it be singular, would but ag- 
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•rinvate the oppresilon of the individualj without 
initigatinjj the ollenee against the state. But the 
Court of Dire.' tors, or their secret committee, 
will perhaps have the goodness to inform ns, and 
the public have a right to expect the informa- 
tion, whether transactions, or correspondence, re- 
lating to the imjirisonment or expulsion of indi- 
viduals from India, without the form of a trial, 
have ever been considered as matters ofsulficient 
importance to be communicated to them, by their 
governors, or to obtain a place upon their records. 

Having stated your general object, let me now' 
advert to your Lordship’s motives, in the assump- 
tion of these very extraordinary powers. They 
may, for ought I know, have been unexception- 
able. With a man of your exalted notions, they 
could not of course have been founded in per- 
sonal ambition. You had j)ossibly some gram! 
schemes of happiness foi the inhabitants of India, 
which could only be earned into efleef by lirsi 
depriving them of all free-will. These projects 
you have perhaps deigned to communicate to the 
Secret Conirnitlec of the Court of Directors, and 
they, with or without the compulsion of the 
Board of Controul, have perhaps thought pro- 
per to approve of your conduct *. Of the.svs- 

• The Martjiiss’s brother has arlually moved that papers he laid 
before parliament to shew the approbation of the Court of Directors 
of his rei;iilations for the ])rcss! It would have been more to the 
purpose to have shewn that they were iiccessaiy or useful* 
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tem of compiihion under which the Secret Com^ 
mittcc of the Court of Directors arts, and the 
eflects it is likely to produce, or has alread} j)ro- 
diiced, on the liberties of this country, I shall af- 
terwards have occasion to speak. The motives 
of the Court of Directors and Board of Controul 
may have also been quite unexceptionable. But 
in the conduct of public men wc have nothing to 
do, but with facts. They owe an account of their 
motives to another tribunal. 

Do you, then, really think, my Lord, that with 
such explanations you will be able to satisfy the 
peoj)Ic of England? Do you imagine that they 
are already converted into Asiatics ? Your know- 
lege of the world might have taught \ on, that 
men will suficr an invasion of their dearest rights, 
when they will not bear an insult to their uiuter- 
standings. If a ])erson had sj)()ntaneously com- 
mitted a tluTt or a robber), but, finding after- 
wards that some cTKjuiries wevc likely to be made 
by the owners of the pro])crlv he had taken, he 
were to fell them, in his viiulic atioii, that he had 
informed his master of wha* he had done, and that 
his mast* i highly approA cd of his conduct, \\oiild 
they not treat him as an impostor, as well as a 
fool, and a knave ? 

Pray have the goodness to explain to us, my 
Lord, wherein this would diller from your case, if 
you have actually a^inihilatcd the personal free- 
dom of the subject and extinguished the liberty 
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of the press in India, and if yon should now at- 
tempt to viiiclirate youi-sclf by alleging the ap- 
probation, not even the order of your masters ? If 
liowcver vou eon Id produce their order twenty 
times repealed, you miisi, before it can serve you 
in any stead, first shew what ris>ht your masters 
have to give that which does not belong to them : 
vou must shew that the fee-simple of the persons 
and ])ropertv of fifty millions of his majesty's 
subjects is vested in the Board of Controul and 
Court of Directors. Unless you can do this, the 
orders of these liodies will be no exculpation of 
your conduct. 

But we can comj»rchend the policy of procu- 
ring the approbation of your masters to measures 
uhich ca.)not stand ujxm their own merits. .Al- 
though if cannot excuse you, it may lcs^cn, I;v 
dividing, tlie odium ; and, I)y increasing tin* num- 
ber of accomulMC'-, auiiment the chances of im- 
punity. At nil events, iny l.ord, your rondiu t 
iind your language ha\c been perfectly intelligi- 
bl(‘, and we owe you obligations for coining so 
fairlv to an issue. The grand experiment must 
iU)\v be made whether the Ib’itish Constitution is 
lor ever to fall, or that eoni])Icx Asiatic machi- 
nery, which has been so long silently operating 
its di slruction, to be overthrown. 

This is precisely a case calculated to remove 
uncertainties on several points of tlic highest im- 
portance to the ])ublic. The manner of its 
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reccplion will enable us at once to asrcrlnin 
whether the inroads that have been made, parti- 
cularly for the last few years, on the freedom 
of public discussion, have paralysed beyoiul re- 
demption the wonted energies of the Britisli mind ; 
whether, in respect to every grander liberal senti- 
ment, we are in a state of advancement or retrogra- 
dation, and whet her we are in the actual enjoyment 
of civil and political liberty, or the vaunted bles- 
sings of our Constitution be mere mockery and 
delusion. There cannot, I think, be a fitter sea- 
son for enquiring how far our internal freedom is 
solid and efficient, than when wc proclaim our- 
selves the defenders, and arc so in effect, of the 
independence of Europe. It would be a curious 
and an useful enquiry, but into which I do not 
mean at present to enter, how far the apparent 
decline of our freedom may be connected with 
circumstances, and how far with men. If it should 
appear that wc have actually sulfcred permanent 
political debasement, the princijial cause of the 
evil, if I be not widely mistaken, w ill be found in 
the nature ol* om connection with Asia. This 
cause indeed in my opinion, so palpable that, 
unless we shut our eyes, wc ts nnot avoid per- 
ceiving it. I here assert, and I shall j>ro\c it be- 
fore I have done with you, my Lord, that the si- 
lent progress of Asiatic influence, particularly un- 
der sucii a guide as you, is alone sufficient, by wea- 
kening the sentiments of freedom, and cornipting 
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the morals of the people, to deprive our constitu- 
tion and liberties of the sole principles by which 
they e\ist. It is like the vile creeper, which 
twines round the majestic oak, insinuates itself 
into its vital parts, arrests the current of its cir- 
culation, impedes the progress of nutrition, and 
continues its odious caresses until the venerable 
tree is converted into a lifeless trunk. 

With respect to the offences imputed to you 
against the East India Company, having been little 
more than a month a subject of your government, 
I know nothing of your innocence or guilt. It is 
quite sufficient for me to prove, from transactions 
within my own knowledge, that, in this short pe- 
riod of time, you annihilated the pcreonal free- 
dom of the subject, and extinguished the liberty 
of the press, in India. 

But it may be proper in lliis place to stale 
generally not only whut, under the system you 
have established in India, and that whicli has been 
established by others in Eurojjc, even a single 
Governor-General may effect, in the way of pe- 
culation, extortion, and tyranny, abroad, but also 
what he may do bv a rc-action towards destroy ing 
the liberties and the Constitution of the mother 
country. He may, if he has a Board of Conlroul 
in understanding with him, assiuac (he patronage 
of whole provinces, and apply millions annually, 
with scarcely any risk of tietcction, ( for the liberty 
of the press is no more) to his own use and their 
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gratification. He may continually employ the 
petty princes of the country as mere spunges, 
through which to suck up the last pice of the mi- 
serable natives, throughout the aiTlictctl pro\ inccs. 
The enormous sums, which, without desccniling 
into petty but fertile details, might be thus ob- 
tained by a rapacious Governor-General, would 
supply him with ample means of corrupting a 
great portion, not only of the representative, but 
of the literary, integrity of the nation, that his de- 
linquencies might be not simply covered and de- 
fended, but even remunerated and applauded, 
upon his return home. Here, then, we should 
have an individual above the laws, intangible, be- 
hind impenetrable ramparts of corrupt inllucnce, 
with the Constitution of the country prostrate at 
his feel, and exulting o\cr its ruins ! 

Oh but this can never happen. The Court of 
Directors have the power of recal ; they have the 
power of doing wonders ! Let us now sec in 
what situation these unhappy gentlemen really 
stand. If it should please the Board of Controul, 
or the Gov.nnment, which precisely the same 
thing, to order otherwise, ^s!ll the Court of Di- 
rectors dare to iccal the most obnoxious Gover- 
nor ? No ! They t»ay even be compelled to 
thank him for a coiiduct of which they totally 
di^aoprove: and after he arrives at home, al- 
though their alfairs may have been ruined by his 
e\trava'4:aiu e and tyranny, and every one of his 
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measures should fce altered by his successor^ (I 
am speaking generally ) the Court of Directors 
may be placed in a situation that they dare not 
prosecute hinij nor even avow their reasons for not 
prosecuting. Well and truly has Mr. Francis 
called them '' Unhappy, unfortunate, and poor 
" gentlemen,” who may be made the mere tools 
of the Board of ContrOul and Governor General, 
laughed at by them, and blamed by the public for 
not daring to seek redress, or not daring to ayoW.* 
their reasons for not seeking redress. We sir«^^, 
supposing the Board of Controul to be coVjEarfeg^;; 
the measures of the Governor General and pet*'- 
haps their own. But how, it may be asked, caiil«' 
thev prevent the Court of Directors, in. such. ^ 
case, from doing justice to their intereste, ki ^ j- 
their character ? By a very easy proccK.', - 
have only fo' say, You owe t^e Sta^ six 
" ons ‘itci iing, which we can either 
“not as we think proper. If you obey pi^. 

“ we shall give you loriger credit ; biit if 

.. L.,, 1 


refractory, we shall oblige you to I'ulRJl-ypui;;-. 

l/«r, a^i 


“ engagements /o ///e/;«i//c,anoifybttdinn%,fMiy,^ 
“ the money you must forfeit yoit^jebarttfr/* ithis*-., 
reasoning is conclusive.^. Each iSirector hdis aa^^ 
lary and some little patronage to Ipse, ^ ", 

But what must be th^effeet upoti^iSreat ' 
tain of this system of ehecks, this circula^jg|n^4^<<f. 
ment, which has neither beginning nor e^/V^chi . ' 

D 
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puts the revenues of a population of fifty mil- 
lions of people at the disposal of a Board and a 
Governor General ? It is alarming to contemplate. 
A wicked Board of Controul might tell a wicked 
Governor General ; Extort millions from the 
" native- powers, or British subjects, it does not 
" matter which ; be sure you remit us a good 
poition, and you may enrich yourself as much 
" as you please. In order, however, that you 
" may do this with safety, take such vigorous 
** measures that no one will dare to speak or to 
‘' write upon public afiairs in India. We shall 
***^'^ake care of the Court of Directors. They 
must approve of every thing you do, otherwise 
" they shall forfeit their charter; and as to the 
** public, we can easily satisfy them.” We shall 
Buppo^ this wicked Governor (ambition is the 
^ntle term usually given to this species of wick- 
^ness) s^s out invested with those full powers ; 

• s * * » 

irot the very first thing he docs, upon his arrival 
mTndia, is to extinguish the liberty of the press, 
and to annihilate the personal freedom of the 
^^eet; that he afterwards, by war, negociation, 
M^jfiation, extortion, patronage, and immerging 
^jil^^^inpany in debt, raises unheard of funds, for 
of en]^chlDg.fiiinself, and making ad- 
heres^* j(i^Wj^0rt his talise in England ; that he 
even-B^n^h^ vs»t sums in corrupting the perio- 
dical publications of Great Britain, from the an- 
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nual records of history to the daily jouraals *; 
This is a case, my Lord, which of course 1 am only 
supposing. Under the present Adminbtration, and 
the present noble President of the Board of Con- 
troul (Lord Minto), lam very certain such a- 
case cannot happen. But others less scrupulous 
may succeed them ; and we are to guard against 
what men may do, not against what they vaiU do. 

The East India Company, the Comrt of Direc’* 
tors, and the public, have now surely hadsufficirat' 
experience of Mr. Pitt’s India Bill to confyin]^ 
them of its real tendency, if any thing short 
solute slavery can convince them. Has over 
a monstrous instrument of government^ 
known in the world, as that with which ^e pi^r^? 
nage of a subordinate country, posseting 
millions of inhabitants, supplies the Admu^idti^’:; 
tion of a mother country possessing only ' 

millions ? Is there a family of any con|f^uen<3e’.l9 ' 
England, Scotland, or Ireland, that has 
friend or relation to be provided for in ' 

How many individuals. How many famili^ 
many counties even, will the expectmion.-o^^pf^. 
ferment keep at the devotion of the. Board ' 
troul, and therefore of the governmi^t ? ejfy 
tfavagant to suppose that upabronago sip immense; 

• It may be matter of coriout apeebbtibn' to oberre biaiif 'iiu 
sBob influence may hereafter operate either by. 
tivc support of Eastern delinquent^. • ■ ‘ 

D 8 



( ) 


is alone capable of sustaining an Administration 
in office* not only contrary to the voice of the 
people, but even to the power of the Crown ? In 
the' hands of a wicked Administration, so enormous 


an engine of government, by absorbing fhe pow- 
er of every branch of the Constitution, is alone 
adequate to destroy the freedom of the state. 
But even at the disposal of the most virtuous 
ikiministration that can be supposed to exist, it 
%ould, by a gradual but infallible operation, pro- 
duce an abject and servile disposition in the peo- 
$^j|jhd rooted habits of tyranny in their rulers, 
^1|^^^er|^re a political monster against which 
l^ery nikn in the universe, who does not wish for 
la return of slavery and barbarism over the face of 
iinife , earth,, should raise his voice. The plan of 
Mr.' Fox, (I mean no invidious comparison 
bi^een the two greatest Statesmen of modern 
dimes) which was rejected under the influence 


stif.a Strange delusion, was, comparatively speak- 
^kj^ sublipie. Why not again have recourse 
simple and wise plan,' the admirable 
es of which wwe supported by Mr. 
Sir Gilbert Elliot (now Lord Minto), 
y other distinguished characters in both 
ij^arliament, yritfa' the force of British 
efdi^ii^f^^^N^d'the presciii^ce of British wisdom ? 
Fi^m'Mlsjt^iltQm^such change, the Company and 
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the public would derive incalculable benefit, aitd 
vice and corruption would alone sufier. 

Under the actual circumstances of India, mea 
going in oiBcial capacities to that country are but 
temporary tenants of the soil, who wish to make 
the present crops as productive as possible, ha\;» 
ing no interest in the permanent improvement 
the estate. But the narrow limits that havebeea 
put to colonization in India have other pemicio^ 


effects to this country. Those who make 
fortunes generally return to England, and 
their great ambition to become members PffwK 
liament. Now, without thinking worse 
gentlemen than of any other set of mei|^p£i^^w 
similar situations, I cannot believe that, hiled^^ 
ing been inured to Asiatic despotism, for ihn.: a^ 
teen, or twenty years, they are the mostfiC|m)iM^ 
to compose the senate of a free nation, partl^^P 
ly if they have been under the tuit ^ ;|‘of 
governors as your Lordship. 

It is for the consideration of the publiOv^^rajS^ 
it be wise, in preventing the coloniaation^ 4*^^ 
and endeavouring by that meaits to 
the East India Company's modjjpcti^vtm 
the certainty of converting 
These are consideratioqs to^ 

strongly impressed upon theSr * j^ canqi^ 

have escaped their recoIle€t%^ti'b1)^'much 4™ 
gradual operation of the wealth, ihlcuryi 





roption> introduced by the proconsuls of the dif- 
ferent provinces, on their return to Rome, con- 
fributed to vitiate, and finally to overthrow, the 
once venerable fabric of Roman greatness. The 
ei^mple should operate as a salutary warning. 

• The -liberties and independence of England, I 


igadintain, have nothing to fear from the power of 
linbnee, but every thing from the influence of 
The, freedom which is smothered for a mo- 
^'6ht by a foreign invasion, may burst forth in all 
jm^ine vigor ; but that, which is extinguished 
^j^^^radual debasement of the soil, will not re- 
fof ages. To what purpose shall wc have 
y^p^ A eflsuch enormous treasures, and sent forth 
MM ghty -armaments, to prevent the risk of fo- 
if we are to siifler our liberties 
l^l^^a^liliy. undermined at home ? If we are 
^^^ ,'slayesj k it of any consequence who are to 
^But-^dos^estic tyranny, if it were 
jt^jjfyb^ous, would in the end infallibly 
for ft foreign yoke. 

the silent and almost 
despotism is thus elo- 

owe many obli- 


.I.a»y ttuiy affirm, a 

aaysJu- 

^^^e weight in your esteem, 
|B ^l)^^J gptijttre you, never to suffer 
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" an invasion of your political coi>stituti(Hi«^ hem- 
“ ever minute the instance may appear, to pass 
" without a determined, persevering resistance*- 
" One precedent creates another. They oooti 
" cumulate and constitute law. What yesterday^ 
was fact, to day is.doctrine. Examples are 
“ posed to justify the most dangerous iheasui^ 
and when they do not suit exactly, the ddfert|if 
" supplied by analogy. Be assured that 
" which protect us in our civit rights, 

" the Constitution, and they must fall or'i 
" with it. This is not the cause of fketiotiM 

^ .t .fti 

" party, or of any individual, but the 
" tcrest of every man in Britain." j. 

With respect to the great Ei 
the British empire, I shall here prpyji£| 
litical constitution has been not 
minute instances, but that it has ' 
stroyed. Let us then apj^lj^ 


medy to this growing evil. Letii^ 
late, alter the whole system pfiV's^t^gt 
so as give it a simple, intelligibly 
ganization, and to establish a 
minate responsibility. Let 
placed tenderness for 
the force of influence and exaini 
ing sentiment of liberty 
Let us follow the light' of bistdiT^ 
that the best legislativeprdvisiPhs 
particular cases, rather than the pi 
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It is on these grounds chiefly that 1 hold If my 
duly lo lay your prorecdin*>s before the public, 
conceixin^ it of great importance to them to as- 
certain whether the power of im])ri.sonm<‘nt, and 
transportation, which \oii have claimed the right 
to exerciseover British .snbjects, as (Jovernor ofan 
Asiatic province, be contrary to law, or, if legal, 
it should be restrained I'or the future ; and whence 
you derive your right to violate the British 
constitution, by imposing previous rc.straints up- 
on publications ? But I have also other objects 
in reviving the discussion between us. I own I 
tun desirous that those who know the general fact 
of my expulsion from India, should be made ac- 
quainted with the particular circumstances attend- 
ing that extraordinary measure; and it may be 
presumed that details, illustrative of the principles 
upon which mighty empires are governed, arc not 
wholly devoid of interest as matter.-; of historical 
record. 

Let others accuse you of disobedience to the 
(Court of Directors, extortion, misapplication of 
^^puljlic money, oppression of native princes, un- 
jUi^f'ljartiality to your relatsons, and making war 
contrary to law, for purposes of aggrandisement. 
The^ ^re’indeed grievous (iffenco.s. But in their 
consequences to the people of England, they 
dwindicj iri my opinion, into nothing, when coiu- 
pared to the enormity of those which the /ollow-^ 
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f[irfs in!\'r. If the iwcniy iniJliojis 
tn fi](‘ s fir!)/, during* your adiiiiiiistra- 

PoiK h:i(l L'rrn aii aj)j>ro])rialr(l to your owii 
u ov (li\ivir(i aiiioii!; your partisans; ifj'oii 
Inal f>pprf^'.0(l, I)aui.'>hr(L or bchraclcd all the 
!irili\c- priures ol* Iiulia, lor the purpose of e\- 
tor:io!i anti (if a,u;4raiulizin|> tlu' C.'oni})aHy’s U:r- 
al!iH)u.;h, nuM'aliv speakiii*^’, these would 
l^e iM J^at eriines, {l\c. K'yal inc'asure of punishment 
nii;.;ht be dinieull fo determine. Jbat when justice 
;ul rn'edr)m, tiie natural props of every state^ are 
(a.bc'ii awa.v from an empire, so aij^^randized, it 
t.iiuls a (oIos'jUs witli feet of ( lay, ready to fall 
noon (he j):n*('iit state, atul eruslii her in its ruins, 
I'lie ( '.p^eciueiun's are iuealeulabie^ aud the na- 
j!' *e of' the ('rime well underifood. I wish> my 
br-(!. s v^as oiil\ deeian.at ion. Hut unfortij-- 
.iel\ jIh" ( i'. (oi; \v('!l madc‘ out. You have 
(Ustroyrd lib.d . and woLned justit^e in our 
-/eat empire. The fat t, the precedent, 

and their v,‘ < nonnous chain of consequences, 

are ::!rcad\ opei’;;:ln;>' vuth seeiet but accumulatr 
ng force against the liberties and (he constitution 
of this (.ouiitry, and rapidly undermining their 
i‘ouni!a(ion. due reflux of Asiatic despotism, if. 
we df’ not oppose an immediate resistance to the 
lorrc .nt, will overwhelm us in irretrievable ruin. 

W hen it boccunes necessa/y to accuse of* high 
4 rimes and mi . demeanours a man who has held 
higli oluces in the slate, I feel the? ungracioifsness 


E 
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of the task, and undertake it wilh reluctance. Bin 
a jiaramount duty imposes it, and I slial! perforin 
it to the best of mv ability. On such oceasion.s, 
it is usually one of the first c|ucstions asked by the 
public, What are the motives of the accuser? 
And althou«fh motives cannot affect the (ruth of 
facts, and arc seldom easily ascertained, yet (his 
curiosity, as originatinj; in a wish to jirevent the 
operation of prejudices against persons under the 
imputation of crimes, is in itself laudable, ami 
ought therefore to be gratified. It seems also 
due to myself that I should on this ])oiut enter 
into some explanation. 

Men of sla\ ish minds, consulting their oun 
breasts as the only standard of human sentiment, 
are incapable of conceiving that such a thing a-; 
public spirit can exist. According to tlicm, every 
charge of state delinquency must originate in 
motives of interest, prejiulirc, or passion, taking 
these words in their ordinary, not in their strict 
philosophical acceptation. But such monstrous 
doctrines are unfit for a community of free 
men. A people by wliom sentiment-; so degrad- 
ing can be entertained, are already moru than half 
^n^laved ; they are at lea ^ hoinini's ad scrvitiiti’iH 
pttraios. 

Your- partisans, my LonI, will no doubt be 
cautious how they insult the understandings of 
the people of England, by setting up this mode 
of defence. Allow me by the way to observe 
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(Ibr really I am not, excepting upon public 
grounds, your enemy), that, from what we have 
already seen of their romliict, the indiscretion of 
your adherents is likely to produce the worst ef- 
fects of enmity. The attempt to throw obstacles 
in the way of an inquiry into your administra- 
tion, without the possibility of succeeding, can 
have no other tendency than to increase the sus- 
piclr)n of delinquency in the public mind ; and 
you will come to your trial under an undue 
weight of prejudice superadded to any proofs of 
real guilt. 

Tluit there is in effect a wide difference be- 
twecji wellwishers and friends, is a truth of which 
if you arc still ignorant, you will probably soon 
h:ive al)nndant experience. The senatorial exer- 
tions of* your rclatious. and of the gentlemen of 
the law, although doubtless w^cll intended, are by 
jio means ( alculatcd to turn the popular preju- 
dice in vour fa\our. The public, however they 
may excuse the partiality of the former, will not 
easily give credit for disinterestedness to the vo- 
lunteer defences of the latter. In proportion as 
iiu‘v rVga’d the professional exertions of these, 
gt'nileincn as respectable in their proper courts, 
fhc\ V. ill ( onsider their ext ra-ofEicial advocation 
as liable to suspicion and doubt. If in your own 
puritv, my Lord, wc had even a guarantee for 
theirs, we have still a very high authority (ftat 
of Mr. Bmkc'i for believing that the - 
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on niiotlicr j}r!]u i];Ic, 1 m ‘- hie ]).:r!i.i- 

niciilary iiujuiry and inipc'.'u Imu-nL 

But j):n'Iiiunentarv i]i«|iiirv, and iinpr:ii:linic]Hj 
I c()nrci\c to be tlu' onl\ profX'r inode ol* j)ro- 
ceedine, on liic olleiues wbli v.liirh vou are ehf»]- 
j;cd U will be Ibr eom* bor-.l Jnp lo cL ttn ini n(' 
wliCthcr, il' t!ie lawvers persist in defendiinj; y)n 
by anfieipafitiii in f'ailiinKnt, l!u*v will no! ruin 
your (Mu-e wilh the people, whose* opinions, I 
trust, arc not yet lo 1)C slii;h!ed v.illi iiupuni!\. 
Il'lwcrc personally your ciu'ni\ , inv Lord, no- 
thing could give nu* giviitcr .viitislaeion lhan to 
observe the nio(i<*.s ol* defence wliich have been 
resorted to bv vour adherents of various desca ii)- 

■j ^ I 

tions. But, far from wishing you a punishmenl 
one degree beyond what in my (‘(uisc ienee, be- 
lieve your oncnecs against the eot'.siitution of lids 
ct^ntry constitutionally rerpiire., I should be even 
sorry to see the public indignation aroused, bv tin* 
indiscretion of your ])artisans, b(*yond the strii t 
limits of justice, and the current of popular opi- 
nion rush against v'on v, ’th too inna lentinga fiii v. 

IiiJccd, inv Lortlj if you will coudcsi cixl to 
look back to the period of our coin'sj)f)n(Jcn( e, 
^Voii. will be sensible that, had \ou prof'ttd of the 
^^sson of i''odciarioii, which I ,<>avc ' .;ii, oiilv one 
month after your arrival in India, ! \ i>-, roij'^ti- 
lutional resistance to your will, \oii iv -d not be 
in that iiluatiou of peril, in uhirh, all se;)!i- 
.nients of political liberty he not e.vtijignishcd in 
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KiU’lanxl. YOU shorth stand. You will tlien 
})C'r!):i|vs Iiavc to tliat, instead of 

(real inn' mo as an enemy (and an enemy loo who 
had !io chance of l)ein!> able to iiillict retaliation), 
von did not perceive that I was in efiect your best 
friend. I had not, in fact, an oj)povtunity of im- 
bibin;;- the smdde t ])article of enmity^ or even 
prejudice a/^^ainst yon ; for until yon appeared as 
C;o\ernor-(icneral of India, I was as ignorant of 
\onr existence as you was probably of mine, 
'fhe incipient measures of your government, al- 
though oin eloped in jnysterv, had not excited 
more fl'.an doubt ; and sour attack upon myself, 
was I believe tlie first strong act of your adminis- 
tration. l.)iiring onr official intercourse, I still 
remained, in respect to your person, as ignorant 
as an liononr.'bic and learned gentleman * lately 
took occasion to .eeJare himself in the House of. 
Commons ; and I have not since had an opportu-’:- 
nitv of taking c.xceplion at a single feature or li- 
neament of your countenance. Under these cir- 
cumstance, it will not I trust be deemed too pre- 
.sumj)tnous that I should claim credit with the pub-, 
lie for being, in respect* to -yqur Lordship, pre^j* 
c isely in that unbiassed state of miud so eloquent-’- 
ly depicted, in his maiden speech, by the honour 
able and learned gentleman allud^ to, with 
leaps this cliflcrence, that I have experi(:nced 
verv ])ossibIe it is to feel the force of your irtflU'-^ 

Mr. Giirrow. - v 



( 30 ) 

cncc, without having any knowledge of your 
person. 

If I should be acc used by vour partisans of 
acting from motives of rcsentmenl^ founded on a 
deep sense of injury, I do not know that it w^ould 
be very necessary for me to repel the chari>o. 
Mr. SeldoHj when lie was arbitrarily imprisoned 
by an order of Kintj Charles I. retained his resent- 
ment twenty-four years after his liliciation. I5iit 
there is a wide diflerencc between entertaining a 
legitimate resentment and g’-atilVing an useless 
revenge. There is besides, if you are yet to learn 
it, in the minds of free men, a resentment for 
public wrongs — a resentment for liberty viola- 
ted, which they cannot and ought not to relin- 
' quish. If, after the lapse of centuries, we still 
remember with indignation the conduct of men 
‘^Tttuch less tyrannical, and much more exciiseable, 
than your Lordship, surely we may lie permitted, 
'qjiercly as members of the community, to ix-tain 
gentle sparks of indignation against public 
ineasures, which we have seen and felt after a 
of only eight years, and which we arc likely 
tq fieql in their remotest consequences. 

If V there was no possibility of your Lordship 
;.,jever haviqg an .opportunity of acting upon your 
confesafed -principles of government in puldic 
■'life; if there^was no possibility of my coming, a.s a 
^subject of this.; country, again in collision with 
principles; if. there was no possibility that 
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iiifurp govcrnoi-s should art upon the precedent 
\ou have rstahlishcd, or that the despotism of 
Asia should in the cud swallow up the liberties of 
Jh'itain ; I slunild most willingly consign the w'hole 
:\!Vair to an everlasting oblivion, for indeed my 
time might bo much more profitably as well as 
ni'.jre agreeably cmjdoyed than in the discussion. 
To undertake the labor and cxpence of laying this 
detail i)erore the jiublie, if there were no other 
motives tlu.n the gratification of an useless re- 
venge, would, after such an interval for delibera- 
tion, be a strain of folly which even you, my Lord,- 
will scarcely impute to me, knowing as you must 
<lo. that, after the experience I have had, nothing 
I'lit a firm consietion of right could induce me 
cooly to re-enter the lists against so formidab' 
antagonist. 

Those who know me intimately will not, I be- 
lieve, doubt my sincerity, when I declare that;, 
far from considering the political duties- of the' 
individual as limited to himself and his acquaint- 
ances, 1 should not have remained an indifferent 
spectator to (he violation of any principle of the 
Hrifish Constitution, in the person of a man whofla 
I had never seen. I well know the disadvantage ' 
of indulging such sentiments in these times. 
if men did not frequently act upon them, even at" 
the cxj)enee of their interests, and prospects iit' 
life, the country would be in a most deplorable' 
situation indeed. For my so strongly am"'’- 



imprcss-d with the :!dvanta;?cs and ncee'^Mf} 
of animadverting freely on the conduct of jinMic 
men, that 1 would not relinquish tlic rh’ht of dis- 
cussing the extraordinarv preieri-.ion •• of your 
Lordship, were I sure^of inciiri ing tiv jsf'irdty ol 
being re-banished from Englaml to 

It is this thorough conviction of (he obligations 
incurred by every individual in (Treat Britain, to 
VttURtain the laws and constitution of his country 
in general, in return for the protection which they 
afford him, and to support his own rights in parti- 
cul^'^ apmrtof the common stock, t«)getlier with 
l^^^'^nse of the utility and glory of preserving, 
^p^^e, injury and dishonor of losing, our liber- 


impel me to appear as your accuser ; 

repulsive, I should feel for 
m;^self if I neglected to per- 

lusi,^; sci]|tiihents of patriotism, How- 
Od pretensions ; for notwithstanding 
the last twenty years, 
^ence, to destroy those 
pmhaded that what- 
^d for just 
l^vith millibns of my 
^^Ihi^^'^css |^>an their ac- 
'.tyrannical and ruinous 
^ll.<;;onVict your Lordshi]), 
e cpnti?iry. 



CORRESPONDENCE, 

S(C. 


On the 23(1 and 24th of April, 17p8, a para- 
graph was inserted in two Calcutta newspapers, 
the [ndiaGaxette anA the Hircarrah, announcing 
the death of Mr. Allan Maclean, said to have 
been killed in a duel at Benares. On the 27th 
of April, I received a letter from that gentleman, 
dated at Monghyr, the 2()th of the same month, 
which circumstance, as the distance from Benares 
to Calcutta is eight or ten days journey, rendered 
the report of his death, published there on the 
23d, an evident liction. In order to prevent the 
alarm which this unfounded report would occa- 
sion to Mr. Maclean’s relations, I wrote, imme- 
diately upon the receipt of his letter, a note to 
the editor of the following day’s ntwspapei. re- 
questing him to contradict it. That note gave 
rise to my subsequent correspondence with the 
Governor General in Council of British India, 
which terminated in my expulsion from that 
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that country; and, as having formed the sole 
ground of that extraordinary proceeding, will be 
considered a curious document. 


No. IL 

To the Editor of the Telegraph, 

SIR, 

I request you will contradict the account 
which, througlj some very gross misinformation, 
was inserted in the last India Gazette and Ilircar- 
rah, announcing the death of Mr. Allan Maclean, 
said to he shot in a duel at Benares. 1 this. day 
received a letter from that gentleman, mention- 
ing indeed some circumstances, which, if his 
antagonist had not po.^scssed an uncommon 
degree of prudence, might have led to that ca- 
tastru|)hc; but I am happy to add, that the only 
disagreeable tlTects of the rencontre have arisen 
from the interference of the magistrate of Gau- 
zeepore, whose cond.ict, upon this occasion, I 
will take a due opportunity of appreciating. 

1 am. Sir. 

Your obedient Servant, 
CHARLKS MACLEAN. 

Calcutta, April 26, 1798 . 

The circumstances of misconduct on the part 
of the magistrate of Gauzeepore, above alluded 



to, arc thus detailed iu the Ibllowiiig extracts of 
letters froiii Air. Alacleau. 

No. 111. 

Kxtrait oj a Letter, duted noth Aprif, 1798. 

“ I am thus far on 1113 ' way to Calcutta, under 
a guard of a havildar, iiaick. and twelve scapoys. 
Aly confinement and treatment, since the 'J. 5 th 
ultimo, have heen not oulv’ unprecedented, but 
most unwarrantable and ignominious; all for a 
private quarrel between Air. D’Aguilar and me. 
The particulars are as follows.” 

[In order to render the detail poi'^picuous, ii 
will be necessary to premise, tliat 1) A'jnilar and 
Alacleau had, for .sev< i\.I years, been joint pro- 
prietors of an indigo work; and that, in tlie ma- 
nagement of it, subjects of tlisagreement had 
latterly arisen, which were, by niatual consent, 
referred to the decision of ai bilrators.] 

“On the iqth ultimo, during my absence (at 
Uenares, ) I was inforined that Mr. U'Agudar in- 
tended coming to take charge of the concern, 
and forcible possession of my house, a'his dis- 
agreeable information induced me to set oif home 

* At this place Mr. Maclean was released from conliiKment, 
by order of government, so much was the conduct of the ma- 
gistrate of Gauzeepore virtually disapproved o(. even by them- 
selves'. 
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tvith all expedition. I rode from Benares, about 
seventeen coss, in the night, and arrived only a 
few minutes before Mr. D’Aguilar, greatly fa- 
tigued and irritated, not only at his former per- 
secuting treatment of me, but particularly his at- 
tempt to dispossess me of my house, which I was 
determined to resist at the hazard of my life. 
He also, a few days previously, added insult to 
injury, by writing me, ‘ he conceived me beneath 
his notice.’ These were things which, had I 
tamely submitted to, I should justly deserve to 
be turned out of society and my character de- 
spised. Wishing, however, if possible, to avoid 
a personal quarrel, and to have our disputes set- 
tled as we had both agreed to, I sent Mr. Watt, 
a friend of Mr. D’Aguilar’s, to endeavour to dis- 
suade him from coming near me, as, if he did, I 
should most certainly be under the necessity of 
insulting him. Mr. Watt delivered my message, 
and Mr. D's own serv ants begged of him not to 
come near me, which he paid no attention to, 
but walked up to the \crandaw, where I was 
standing. I demanded an explanation of his 
letter, Scl. which not proving satisfactory, I in- 
sulted him. He attempted to .stiike me, and, in 
defending myself, I hit his nose, which bled. 
Upon this he called out to his servants to seize 
me, which they actually were doing until pre- 
vented by my people. After the scuffle was 
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over, I offered him instant gentlemanly satisfac- 
tion; but, instead of accepting my offer, he rode 
oft' to the magistrate and swore against me. 

“The magistrate, though not a justice of the 
peace, without ceremony, or hearing any thing 
I had to say in my vindication, committed me to 
prison; would not admit me to bail; would not 
indulge me a few hours to go home and look 
after my property, notwithstanding I offered him 
any security he might approve of; and would 
not take the deposition of my witnesses, on oath, 
which I publicly called upon him to do, repre- 
senting to him the accidents, such as their de- 
cease, &c. which might deprive me of them in 
Calcutta, besides the great expence to me of be- 
ing obliged to bring them with nje. I ought also 
to have observed, that, instead of acting indcr 
pendently, in his public capacity, or consulting 
the Nizamut Adawlut, relative to the steps he 
should take, he wrote to the Benares appeal 
judges, who have no right to interfere, for in- 
structions, and Mr. Treves (one of these judges) 
being a party concerned with D’Aguilar in the 
indigo works, of course gloried in any opportu- 
nity of accomplishing the object he long ago had 
in view, of turning me out of the works; and 
made out a letter, which he and Mr. Cherry 
jointly signed, peremptorily ordering the magis- 
tri^te to send me in confinement to Calcutta, a9d 
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that he had no other alternative or option in the 
Inisiness. Mr. Ncave, another of the appeal 
judges, was absent, and higlily disaj)provcd of 
their eondnet. 

“ Major Macrae, Captains ^lacleod and Ca- 
meron, and the Ueverend Dr. .MacKinnon of the 
7fith regiment, publicly applied to the judge of 
Patna for niy release, oUering themselves securi- 
ties for n.y appearance in Calcutta, lint he de- 
clined interfering with the orders of the Gauzee- 
porc magistrate.’’ 


No. I\'. 

In,anotlier letter of the 1 1th of .Inne, 1798, af- 
ter having been released by order of government, 
and having returned to llenarcs, Mr. Maclean 
writes; “1 ought in the statement to have ob- 
served, that Mr. Uider, ibe magistrate of Gau- 
ztepore, .sent me down in a comimm pattella, or 
bag o boat, wiliiont a decant clmpjicr*; and 
that, inon.;!i she was aiiead^ so Inmhercd that I 
could hardly mo.o, he gave strict oiders to the 
haviliiar of the gmo-d to keep no hss (lian four 
seapoys o\or me. — enough for a criminal guilty 
of fiiurdcr. In this, boat was I contined for up- 
wards of a month, expo.scd to wind and weather, 
sitting all night in the rain, and ready to jump 
• ChupiKjr is a covering, or roof, to ward off the .sun and rain. 
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over board, cxpectincf the boat to be dashed to 
pieces by the severe north vvestcis, prevalent at 
that time of the year. You may easily conceive 
how disai;iccal)le and niortifyinsi such a silualioa 
must have been. Indeed, iny health suffered 
greatly from vexation of mind as well as fatigue 
of body, and I got a deafness which 1 am as yet 
hardly clear of. 

“On jny return, !Mr. Rider made no enquiry 
after me, nor offered to this moment to make 
any compensation or apology for the injuries and 
indignity 1 have sustained; screening himself on 
the ground of having acted, not from his own 
couMction of the propriety of the measure, but 
agreeal)ly to the order of the appeal court. 

“ 1 hear that Dr. w’rotc you to s(jpprcss 

the intended representation to the public; this he 
did because he was living at Mr. Rider’s, who 
wrote down to the hoard* to interfere, and to 
prevent your inserting it. The doctor is a parti- 
cular friend of Mr. D'.V — -'i; it is not, therefore, 
likely that any thing you may write liim can have 
effect. Should you have occasion to mention 
Mr. Dick’s name, the register to Mr. Rider, I 
beg you will do so in the most friendly terms; 
for he paid me every attention in my coutiue- 
ment, and regretted much he could take no 
effectual steps in my behalf, on the occasion.” 

* Consisting o( the Governor General and Council. 
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P. S. “ Penalty bonds arc sent up to be exe- 
cuted by all indigo planters in this district— for 
the first complaint in court .^00 rupees, and for 
the second to be ordered to Calcutta. This is 
in consequence of Mr. D’Aguilars mean conduct 
in complaining, and the noise it has made.” 


The applications made to government, in con- 
sequence of the part I took (letter No, 11.) in the 
case now described, occasioned the following 
correspondence. 


No. V. 

To Mr. Charles Maclean. 

SIR, JUD. DEPARTMENT. 

A representation having been made to 
government respecting .i letter which was pub- 
lished in the Telegraph of the SHtli of April last, 
under your signature, I urn directed by the Right 
lion, the Governor ( Jent' 1 in Coui^cil to inform 
you, that hi-- lordsliip considers the insinuation in 
your letter, with regard to the conduct of the 
magistrate of Ciauzeepore, to be highly improper, 
and lliat he accordingly requires that you submit 
to government an immediate and satisfactory 
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apology for having published the letter in ques- 
tion. 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient humble servant, 
(Signed) II. Sr. G. TUCKER, Sub-sec. 

Council Clumber, June 1 , 17£)8. 

To which I returned the following answer. 

No. VI. 

To Henry St. George Tucker, Esq. Sub.secrttayy. 

SIR, 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 1st instant, intimating the desire of 
the Ritfiu lion, tiie Governor General in Coun- 
cil, that I sliould submit to government an imme- 
diate and satisfactory apoloiiy for ihe insinuation, 
with regard to the conduct of the magistrate of 
Gatizeeporc, contained in my letter published in 
the Telesiraph of the fiSth April last, which the 
Right Honourable the (iovernor General in 
Council considers as highly iinprofrer. 

In answer, be pleased to acquaint the Right 
Honourable the Governor General in Council 
that, as my insinuation can be proved to be well 
founded, I must beg leave to decline making the 
apology required. 

Having reason to believe that the editor of 
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the Telegraph has been written to on the same 
subject, r beg leave to state, that I alone am re* 
spoiisitile tor the transaction, having solicited the 
insertion iii the Telegraph of the letter in ques- 
tion, for no otlier rtason than that it was the 
next paper for publication. 

I am. Sir, 

Your obedient humble servant, 
(Sinned') CtLAllLES MACLEAN. 

Calcutta, \0\hjune, 179S. 

Believing that the Governor General in Coun- 
cil could not, upon reflection, but perceive his 
error, I imagined the matter would of course 
drop here. Anxiou.s, however, to act with all 
possible circumspection, in a case of so delicate 
a nature, in order to prevent every fresh occa- 
sion of reviving the dispute on my part, I wrote 
to the editor of the Telegraph as follows. 

No. vir. 

TEAR SIR, 

I have bad a loiter from government, re- 
quiring an afatlogy for hav.ng published a letter 
ill the 'lel( graph, in April last, resp'ceting the 
conduct of the magistrate of Gauzeepo-e, in the 
case of Mr. Maclean and Mr. D’Aguilar. I 
perceived that there was also a letter addressed 
to you upon the same subject. 
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I have returned an answer, declining to make 
any apology, and at the same time declaring, that 
I solely atn responsible for the insertion of that 
letter in tlie Telegraph, having solicited you to 
give it a place for no other reason than that your 
paper was the next for publication. 

As this is a delicate subject, may I beg to be 
favoured witli a copy of the answer, which you 
may have already sent, or intend to send, to the 
CJovernor (Jcneral in Council? — My reason for 
making tliis request is an anxiety that your an- 
swer, whilst it transfers the whole blame from 
yourself^ as it properly may, should be couched 
in such terms as not to lay me under the neces- 
sity, unless called upon, of giving any farther ex- 
planation. 

I am, &c. 

To which I received the following answer. 


No. VIII. 


DEAR SIR, 

I have sent in an apology for both let- 
ters* — but know not if it will be accepted. 

• Viz. No. I. and an anonymous lelter, also upon the same 
subject, inserted in the Telegraph, but which, as it was not writ- 
ten by me, nor with my knowledge or consent, does not appear 
to have any necessary connection with this correspondence, and 
is therefore here omitted. 
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I was desired to give the reason for publishing 
them — I answered tlius— - 

“ I beg to assure you, Sir, I had no reason 
for publishing these letters, but that of conceiving 
it to be within the line of my duty to the public. 
The first letter being signed by Mr. ]M‘L. 1 could 
not well have refused to publish, as by his signa- 
ture he took upon himself all responsibility. 
Tlie other letter, I was assured, gave a correct 
account of a public transaction that had been 
misrepresented, and as such I published it.” 

Yours, See. 

H. M. KENLY. 


That this apology, however, was not accepted 
by the (lovernor General in Council, will appear 
evident, from perusing that which was really 
published, viz. 


No. IX. 

Apology hy tht Editor of tho Telegraph. 

“The Editor, from erro. in judgment, having 
inserted a letter in the Telegraph of the 28th of 
April, underthesignature of chaiilts clean, 
and also a subsequent letter on the same subject, 
in the Telegraph of the 1 2th May, signed habeas 
CORPUS, and the terms of both the said letters 
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appearing to him, on reconsideration, to be ex- 
tremely improper, he is induced to apologize for 
having published them; particularly as the writers 
of the said letters have assumed a privilege of 
animadverting, through the medium of a public 
print, upon the proceedings of a Court of Justice, 
and of censuring the conduct of a public Officer, 
for acts done in his official capacity.” 


About a month after the receipt of my letter^ 
declining to make an apology, the Right Honour- 
able the Governor General in Council thought 
fit to communicate to me his resolution that I 
should return to Europe, in the following words: 

No. X. 

To Mr, Charles Maclean, 

SIR, PUBLIC DEPARTMENT. 

I am directed by the Right lion, the (io- 
vernor General iti Council to inform you, that he 
has resolved, in pursuance of the powers \csLed 
in him by acts of parliament, to require } on, as re- 
siding here without licence, to return to J'.iuope 
by the extra ship 2,lildrcd, now under dispatcli. 

The Right Hon. the Governor (ieiural in 
Council further requires, that you give good and 
substantial security for complying with his reiiui- 
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sition, and he has issued orders to Captain Moug- 
gach to secure your person, and to detain you un- 
til you shall have given the security retjuired. 

I am, Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 
(Signed) D. CAMPBELL, Sub-sec. 

Council Chamber^ July Q, 1/98. 

Having got private information of the inten- 
tions of government, before 1 received their offi- 
cial letter, I shut my door, and took such other 
precautions as I deemed necessary, to prevent 
their seizing my person, before I should have 
time to enter into an explanation with them upon 
the subject. 

A few days having elapsed, before I could de- 
termine on the answer which I should give to 
the letter (No. X.) of the Governor General in 
Council, I received the following note from Cap- 
tain Mouggach, whose followers were, during the 
interval, employed to watch my house. 

No. XT, 

Air. Charles Ma'lean. 

SIR, 

I have to request that you will inform 
me, by a line, whether you have answered the 
public letter from government, under date the 
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9th inst. and if you have taken the necessary 
measures to give the required security. 

I am, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 
(Signed) J. MOUGGACII, 

VithJvly, 1798. Captain, Town* Adjutant, 

No. xir. 

To Captain J. Mouggack, Town.Adjutant, 

SIR, 

In reply to your note of this mornins^, 1 
beg leave to acquaint you, that I am ntnv pre* 
paring an answer to the letter of government, 
dated the yth in.st. and expect it will be ready 
to-morrow forenoon. 

It should have been forwarded sooner, but 
that the affair is of an importance whicli requires 
much deliberation. 

I remain. Sir, . 

Your most obedient servant, 

CHARLES MACLEAN. 

Respecting the propriety of resisting a most 
enormous misapplication of a most unconsiitu- 
tional law, there was, in my mind, no question. 
Thetnode of resistance formed the only subject of 
deliberation. That being dettninined upon, I 
jent, on the following da/, my answer. 
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No. XIII. 

To D. Campbell, Esq, Sub-secretary, &c. 

aiH 

I'have to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the .yth instant, intimating the requisi- 
tion of the Right Honourable the Governor Ge- 
neral in Council, that I should return to Europe 
by the extra ship Mildred, now under dispatch; 
and, in the mean time, give good and substantial 
security for my compliance with his order. 

It will not, I hope, be deemed disrespectful to 
government, that, whilst they are pleased to adopt 
measures which must deprive me of every means 
of subsistence, and destroy all my present pro- 
spects in life, I should request them to assign 
the grounds of so severe a proceeding; and thus 
afford me an opportunity of explaining whatever 
circumstances may liave given them an unfa- 
vourable impression of my conduct. 

Rut should they have determined, at all events, 
to enforce their rcsolutic*n against me, without 
acquainting me with thei.' motives, or, should 
the explanations, which, after knowing them, I 
could give, he deemed unsatisfactory, I beg leave, 
previous to a compliance with their orders, to 
state sonte circumstances peculiar to niy situ- 
ation, which I have no doubt the Right Honour- 
able the Governor General in Council will lind 
not unworthy of his consideration. 



Some time ago two gentlemen became bail 
for me in a sum of money; and as I have ho means 
of exonerating them, but such as my continuance 
in this country would afford, it becomes my duty 
to represent, to the Right Honourable the Go- 
vernor General in Council, the injury which my 
being sent to Europe would occasion to individu- 
als, certainly not implicated in any offence that I 
may be supposed to have committed. 

I am besides a married man.— -Trusting it is 
not the wish of the Right Honourable the Go- 
vernor General in Council to part me from my 
wife, and being, by tha present measure, deprived 
of all my resources, I hope it will not be deemed 
unreasonable in me to expect, that the Right 
Honourable the Governor General in Council 
should order a passage to be provided for her, 
with suitable accommodations. 

With respect to the security required, having 
already given that of the two gentlemen above 
alluded to, for my personal attendance, on the 
25th of October next, at the Supreme Court here, 
I 'submit, with deference, how far I can, with 
propriety, ask security that 1 shall return to 
Europe before that period. 

I am. Sir, 

Your obedient humble servant, 

CHARLES MACLEAN. 


Calcutta, mhjuly, 1798 . 
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The day after my answer (No. XITI.) was de- 
livered to the Right Ilonourahle the Governor 
General in Council, I received private informa- 
tion that orders had been issued to Captain 
Mouggach, to permit me to remain in my house, 
until the Mildred should be on the eve of sailing; 
then to force open my door, and to carry me on 
board of that ship. This notice, however, being 
lion-official, and a state of suspense, in such a case, 
being both irksome and inconvenient, I deter- 
mined, after some days were elapsed, to make an 
effort, cither to get an answer to my letter of the 
13th, or to procure other official information re- 
specting the intentions of government. With 
that view I wrote the following note. 

No. XIV. 

To D. Campbell, Esq. Sub-secretary, C3c, 

SIR, 

May I beg to be informed if you have 
had an opportunity of laying before the Right 
Honourable the (lovcuor General in Council 
iny letter of the 13th instant, and if he still per- 
sists in the intention of ending me to Europe by 
the Mildicd. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

CHARLES MACLEAN. 


Culcum, \7th July, 1798. 
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In answer I received a salaam (compliments) 
from the secretary. 

From the 9th to the 20th of July I kept my 
door almost constantly shut, went on with my 
business, as well as the nature of such a situation 
would permit, and awaited patiently the result. 

Early on the morning of the 20th I received 
the following note. 


No. XV. 

To lAr, Charles Maclean, 


SIR, 

I send you this to apprise you, that I have 
a full answer to your letter addressed to govern- 
ment, dated the 1 Jth instant, and to acquaint you 
that I shall call myself with it in the course of 
this forenoon. In the mean time I have to ob- 
serve, that there will be no occasion for your 
concealing yourself from me, as a security is only 
required for your fulfilling the contents of the 
letter which I shall deliver to you, and which se- 
curity I am well assured you have in your power 
to give on the shortest notice. 

This business being settled, it will free you 
from all restraint, or fear of being apprehended 

p 2 
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ill the streets, wliich might be the case should 
matters remain unexplained. 

I am, Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

(Signed) J. MOUGGACH, 

Captain, Town>Adjutant. 

Fort ITiUiam, Tnwn-AJjutant's OJire,70th Juli/, 179®* 

My answer to the above. 

No. XVI. 

To Captain Jf. Mouggach, Town^ Adjutant, 

SIR, 

Before I received your note of this morn- 
ing, I liad resolved to write to you to-day, inti- 
mating that I should be ready, at three o’clock 
to-morrow afternoon, to deliver myself into your 
custody, or to take such other steps as the go- 
vernment may direct, in order to ensure a com- 
plianee with their first '. cquisition. 

But as I am ignorant of what may be the con- 
tents of the letter which you now have to de- 
liver to me from government, and cannot, there- 
fore, judge how far it may be proper in me to 
comply with their present wishes, I must be ex- 
cused from consenting to a personal conference 
to-day, unless you previously assure me, upon 
your honour, that I shall not be molested, if 1 



53 


should be unable to assent to the propositions 
which you may have to make. 

On my part, I beg leave to assure j'ou that, far 
from intending to evade, I am preparing, with as 
much speed as possible, to comply with the or- 
ders of the Right lion, the Governor General in 
Council, to return to Europe by the Mildred. 

Should you, in the mean time, have any thing 
to communicate, by a note, I shall be happy to 
attend to it; and 1 have to express my regret, 
that it has been necessary for me to give you 
personally so much trouble. 

I remain, Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 
CHARLES MACLEAN. 

Calcutta, 20th July, 179 ^* 


About twelve o'clock of the same day. Captain 
Mouggach called at my house, and after promi- 
sing, upon his honour, that he would not molest 
my person, was admitted. He gave me the fol- 
lowing letter 


No. XVIL 

To Mr, Charles Maclean. 

SIR, PUBLIC DEPARTMENT. 

In reply to your letter of the 13th instant, 
I am directed by the Right Hon. the Governor 
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G<*ner«l in Council to acquaint you, that he has 
thought it proper to require you to return to 
Europe. 

Firstly. For pnhlisliing in a newspaper n let- 
ter, containing an insinuation of improper eon- 
duct on the part of one ot the |)ublic iiui'ii.'ii atcs 
in the discharge of his duty, and when called 
upon to make an apology for that oircnee, refu- 
sing, in the most diarcs pec tful terms, to make 
such apology. 

Secondly. Because the Governor General in 
Council finds that you arc the same person whom 
government before ordered* to return to Europe, 
in consequence of your having quitted the ship 
to which you were attached, and remained in the 
country without permission; an order uhich 
could not be enforced, from your having removed 
yourself out of the reach of the officers who were 
directed to execute it. 

In consideration of the circumstances stated 
in your letter, the Go'.ernor General in Council 

* This order was bounded or* misrepresentation; severnl thou- 
aand person^were slniil irly situated in India, piir-^uing their re- 
spective ernpl lyrntni.*! without K.tilesialittn. ! was. for near four 
years after iht. urder .dludtd to was issued, a constant resident in 
the town of Calcutta. 1 am, theretoie, at a lo.ss to understand 
why the order, if the explanation given had not proved satisfac- 
tory, was not enforced by any of the preceding govt rnors. 
This subject is fully explained in a subsequent letter of Captain 
Hudson, No. XIX. 
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will allow you to remain in the country until the 
2.5th of October next, provided that you imme- 
diately give satisfactory security to proceed to 
Europe, on any ship which may sail after that 
date, and on which he may require you to em- 
bark. 

The Governor General in Council can have 
no intention of separating you from your family, 
and a charter-party passage will be allowed you 
both on the ship on which you may be ordered 
to embark, agreeably to the established usage on 
such occasions*. 

I, am Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 
(Signed) D. CAMPBELL, Sub-sec. 

Council Chamber y July 179®* 

• From this it might be supposed, that to send ladies to 
£urope> as chartcr-paity passengers, was a very common occur- 
rence; but it is more than probable, thar such an instance never 
happened before in India; at least I have not been able to find 
a precedent exactly in point. The acconiinudatioiis of a charier- 
party passage are, room to swing a hammock, among the sail- 
ors, and a certain daily allowance of salt beef, bi-cuit, and spiiits. 
Now, whether such accommodations have been otti red by any 
former governor general to a lady, I very much doubt. If not, 
what becomes of the established usage on such occasion.^? Kut 
even if the precedent could be produced, precedent alone can- 
not justify an act of indecency any more than an act of op- 
pression. 



No. XVII. 

To D. Campbell, Esq. Sub-secretary, &£. 

SIR, 

I have received your letter of the 19 th 
instant, sfatinij the reasons of the Right Honour- 
able the Governor in Council for requiring me 
to return to Europe. 

In answer to the first, be pleased to inform 
the Right Honourable the Governor General in 
Council, that I refused to make an apology for 
the insinuation of improper conduct on the part 
of the magistrate of Gauzeepore, contained in 
my letter of the 27th April last, published in the 
Telegraph, not only from a thorough conviction 
of its truth, but also because such apology might 
operate unfavourably towards my friend, Mr. 
Allan Maclean, in his endeavours to procure re- 
dress for a series of the most ignominious oppres- 
sion, [tcriiaps, ever exert ised upon a Rritish sub- 
ject in India; — endeavourj in which I was, and 
am still, determined to support him, by all the 
means in rny power. If t^e terms of my refusal 
have seemed to convey disrespect, I can only say, 
that it was not in the smallest degree intended; 
and I am even convinced, that, upon a reconsidera- 
tion of my letter, it will appear so to the Right 
Hon. the Governor General in Council himself. 
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Hespecting tlje second charge, I beg leave ta 
otate, that the order of the former Governor Ge- 
neral in Council, for my return to Europe, was 
founded upon a misrepresentation of the man- 
ner in which I had quitted the ship I was attached 
to; and that the explanation given was such as 
induced him not to enforce that order. What 
was then submitted in my justification has been 
since confirmed, beyond a doubt, by the acknow- 
ledgments of Captain Hudson, of the Houghton, 
which I have the honour to inclose for the in- 
formation of the Right Hon. the Governor Ge- 
neral in Council. 

Should the Right Honourable the Governor 
General in Council, after what l have stated, per- 
sist in his intention of sending me to Europe, I 
request you will be pleased to inform him, that 
having, since my letter of the 13th instant, given 
indemnification to the two gentlemen who had 
become responsible for my appearance in tlie Su- 
preme Court on the 25th of October, I am now 
as ready to comply with his requisition as I can 
be at any subsequent period; and that I cannot, 
in any case, think of troubling my friends to 
make themselves answerable for my conduct. 

With respect to the charter-party passage 
which the Right Honourable the Governor Ge- 
neral in Council has been pleased to propose for 
my wife, as that kind of passage is subject to in- 
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conveniences n'hich I cannot permit her to share, 
I prefer the alternative of leaving her behind; and 
must, therefore, be permitted to decline the offer. 
I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 
(Signed) CHARLES MACLEAN. 

Calcutta, 23d July, 


Attested copy of Captain Hudson’s letter, in- 
closed in the above. 

No. XIX. 

To Charles Maclean, Esq. 

SIR, 

I am favoured with yours of yesterday: 
in answer thereto I am ready to declare, that 1 
understand the cause of your having quilted the 
Hoiigl'lon, of which slf.p you were surgeon, on 
her former voyage to ^•(.•ngal, to have been en- 
tirely owing to indisposition, which rendered you 
unable to go on board . and, to the best of 
my knowledge, the official letter transmitted 
through the pilot to the Governor General was 
to that effect; and therefore, if you were report- 
ed run on the ship's books, it must have been 
owing to mistake, which happened without my 
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knowledge, and consequently without any orders 
given to that eirect by me. On this head I shall 
be ready to afford the fullest explanation to any 
fiiciui of yours in England, and I shall be happy 
to do any thing in my power to remove any dif- 
ficulty or objection that may have occurred from 
any misrepresentation that may have been made, 
relative to the cause of your having quilled the 
Houghton, on lu r late voyage to Bengal. 

The company's medical journal was continued 
on board the llonghlon by Mr. Carmichael, who 
acted as surgeon on the pas.sage home. It was 
the .''ame Journid that had been begun by you, 
and was regulaily signed by me as commander of 
the sliip. 

I am, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

(Signed) llOCERT HUDSON. 

Calcutta, Nov. 23(1, l/PJ. 

Matters had now arrived at such a crisis, that, 
as govermnent seemed ashamed to recede from 
their pretensions, and as I shouhl have thought 
it an unpardonable dereliction of principle to 
have receded from mine, it appeared inevitable 
that 1 should return to Europe. 

Having, under that impression, given up my 
house at the termination of the month of July, 
on the Jd or 4th of August 1 met, by appoint- 
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ment, Captain ]Mouggach, the town-adjutant, at 
a tavern, where, having received from him the 
following letter, I delivered myself up into his 
custody. 


No. XX. 

To Mr. Charles Maclean. 

SIR, PUB. DEPART. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 23 d instant, and to acquaint 
you, that instructions have been issued to the 
commander of the Honourable Company’s ship 
Busbridge, to receive and accommodate you with 
a charter-party passage to England, and to de- 
sire that you will immediately prepare to embark 
on board that ship instead of the Mildred. 

The town-adjutant has received orders to con- 
duct you immediately on board the Busbridge, 
unless you will give good security to repair to 
that ship in due time; ;jnd her commander has 
been informed that he will be held responsible 
for the security of your person until his arrival in 
England, when he is permitted to release you. 

I am. Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant 

I). CAMPBELL, Sub-sec. 

Council Chamber, 30th July, 179S. 



From the tavern I was conducted into Fort 
William, and from thence on board the ship 
Busbridge, at Saagor Roads, whose commander 
had received the underwritten instructions con- 
cerning me. 


No. XXL 

To Captain Dohree, or the commanding Officer on board 
the Honouruble Company's ship Busbridge. 

SIR, PUB. DEPART. 

You are hereby directed to receive on 
board the ship under your command, and accom- 
modate with a passage to Europe, Mr. Charles 
Maclean, with his necessaries. 

The passage money of Mr. Maclean, who pro- 
ceeds on the terms of charter party, will be paid 
by the Hon. Court of Directors. 

The Hon. Governor General in Council di- 
rects me to signify to you his most positive com- 
mands, that particular care be taken to prevent 
the escape of Mr. Maclean from the Busbridge, 
from the period of his embarkation to that of the 
ship being quitted by the pilot, or by any subse- 
quent opportunity that may happen in the course 
of the voyage; and to acquaint you, that you 
will be held responsible for the security of his 
person, until his arrival in England, when you 
will discharge him, giving due notice of the same 



to the secretary of the Honourable Court of 
Directors. 

I am, Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 
(Siuued) D. CAMPBELL, Sub-sec. 

Cmncil Cliamber, July oOth, 1 / 98 . 


Regulations respecting the publication of News- 
papers, viz, 

1. Every printer of a newspaper to print his 
name at the bottom of the paper. 

2. Every editor and proprietor of a paper to 
deliver in bis name, and place of abode, to the 
secretary to government. 

3. No paper lo be published on a Sunday. 

4. No paper to be puldished at all, until it shall 
have been previously inspected by the Secretary 
to the Gervernment, or by a person authorised by 
him for that purpose. 

5. The penally for offending against any of the 
above regulations to be immediate embarkation 
for Europe. 
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Rules for the guidance of the Secretaries to Government 
in revising the Netcspapers. 

To prevent the publication of, 

1. All observations on the state of public credit^ 
or the revenues, or ih.t finances, of the Company. 

2. All observations respecting the embarkation 
of troops, stores, or specie; or respecting any 
naval or military preparations whatever. 

3. All intelligence respecting the destination 
of any ships, or the expectation of any, whether 
belonging to the Company or to individuals. 

4. All observations with respect to the conduct 
of Government, or any of its officers, civil or mi- 
litary, marine, commercial, or judicial. 

5. All private scandal, or libels on individuals. 

6. All statements with regard to the probability 
of war or peace between the Company and any 
of the native powers. 

7. All observations tending to convey informa- 
tion to an enemy, or to excite alarm or commo- 
tion within the Company’s territories. 

8. The republication of such passages from the 
European newspapers as may tend to affect the 
influence and credit of the British power with the 
native states. 



I.ETTER XXII. 


To THE Marquis Wellesley, &c. 

Ofi hisnciv and t'xfrunrdinary Doctrmofy that Mai^htrate.^ can dd 
no x\}ron(r yand that npnloi^ic^ to a Governor arc a sufficient atone- 
ment to the qffieudt'd laves of the country ; and on his union of the 
judicial with the executive authority. 

The freedom of writing and speaking upon the topics of go- 
vcriimcnt and its administration" (in which T must presumo 
the subordinate as well as the more dignified magistrates are 
comprehended) ‘Mias ever been acknowledged, by our greatest 
statesmen and lawyers, to be the principal safeguard of that 
constitution, which liberty of thought originally created, and 
which a free press for its circulation gradually brought to ma. 
turity.” Enkine^s Declaration on the Liberty of the Press ^ 


My Loud, 

111 order to enter fully into the merits of the 
case between us, it becomes necessary to under- 
take the irksome task (•*' analising the preceding 
corre.-j'ondencc. The fij it notificalion with which 
I wasiionourcd hyvoiir command, (No. V.pagc4()) 
was dated the Isl of June, I7yS. In tliis letter, 
you, my Lord, in retjuiring an apolcgyforan in- 
sinuation of iinprojier conduct against a magis- 
trate, was doing that which you must have known 
you had no right to do;, the demand was therefore 
not only illegal, but arbitrary, capricious, and ty- 
rannical; and on these grounds ought to bare been 
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resisted, even if my insinuation liad been ground- 
less, and the magistrate innocent. If every line 
of my letter had been libellous, seditious, or even 
traitorous, you could have no right to require an 
apology. If I had really committed a crime, by 
ivhat act of the legislature could an apology made 
to a Governor General of India be deemed an 
atonement to the offended laws of my country ? 
But that my insinuation could be more than Justi- 
fied, and that the magistrate knew himsef to he ex- 
ceedingly culpable, as well as exceedingly igno- 
rant, are obvious from Mr. Maclean’s lettcra fO; 
me (No. 3. and 4.. p. iS. 38.), and from the,great 
anxiety of the magistrate himself to sup{>r^ #y 
promised appreciation of his conduct," 
tion of which he even got a friend of niinejb'yfr|||(^: 
to me from his house at Ghauiseepore. ; . V 
If you did not know that ydqir.jaef 
legal, why did you not endpaypurj^!|E^$»^e 
legal means ? If yop d^ | 
gistrate was culpable^; 
him to take his remi^y j^y t|ie 
law ? But in a Icg^Vor 
guilt or innocence' of- .the magii 
felf, are things indi|Rbi:fn^.>’!C 
tends much beyobd^^e^et^t^l 
dividuals. Under^any 
terference, on the part ^ 

pation of the judicia];'fobct|i^^b^>^| 
power, of which the coustitlitioa.t^ 
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doc's iiot admit. Is it not besides a ;;ross: insult 
to /lie jnd^ijjrs oT the sn;n\ inr coin t of judicature 
at (\a!cu<ta, and to the [lersons who usually coni- 
])()S0 juvi(*s there. Ter un\ (io\ornor, in any ea-,e, 
to t;tkc the law into his own hands? W'ere these 
judges and these jurois deemed l^v v(>itr r,ot\ls[u|> 
incapalde of J'airl\ tr\in<; an olieniicu* against tlu* 
laws ofthc' country ? Or were V('U apj)rehcnsi\ e 
tliatj in tliis case, thev would not inflict the pre- 
cise incasurc of punislnnent which was a^ia^eable 
to von ? Snell apprehensions would in realitv lie 
the highest [lossible eulogiuin on the courts of ju- 
dicature in India, tluj establishment of which 
conferred such immense benefits on the inhabi- 
tants of that country. 

Thus it stands clearly proved, if I be Jior wide- 
ly mistaken in the nature of jiroof, tliat \on, my 
Lord, did wantonly unite, in your own person, 
the judicial w'ith the executive authority, in vio- 
latign of one of the funclaincntal principles of tlie 
British constitution ; and I am now' going to 
pro\<' that you committed this violation of the 
constitution, tliis usurpa.ion of the rights of the 
supreme court of judicature, for the express j)ur- 
posc, in the first instaiut' at least, of shielding, 
with the strong arm of power, an jndi\idual ma- 
gistrate from censure, for having, in the exercise 
of his authority, committed illegal, oj>prc.ssivc. 
and scandalous acts ; in ellect asserting a general 
principle that magistrates can do no wrong. 
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st'rrvJury fNo. JO.) c\j)rcssly states 
t' i It ^sa^ i.i '■i'risc'fjip-ru'c of a rc]>!e.sejilalion to 
(ri>\ {'riimfMit (iVo.nthe nia;>l-tralo otcoursc) tlia^ 
lie was directed lo write to me. Mr. ^^acIcaa 
inibnns me ' No. 4. p. :j 8.) that the ma^^istrate 
had wiitlor* lo the Siipr. liic i>(>ard> complaiidiig; 
:in;i I r( ceived a letter (Voin a friend, written from 
tiU' inauisl rate’s liouso, dis-aiuding mo from pub 
lishi'ig liio jn’omised ap;)reeialion of his conduct. 
r..e weeVs a^* vwanU, 1 rccci\e another letter 
)<)iir sttKia; . (No. i o. j). N veqiiiring 
lo .e'in’) to Europe, v )iir emissaries at the 
sunf' ti ne n;:ikin» an attem])*, which I frii.slrated, 
to s“’. ’ " p<'»*son. I'roin ali these circiinistan- 

t es, :u'd IVoin the \ ry terms of jour subsequent 
< s v it'tt. r I'No, I : ), as well as from the 

apoio..;) . ^o u ) uiciatcd by one o' roursccrc- 
Piries ( pt.rhaps ihc present Go\ernor General), 
which the editor of the Telegraph was, in the 
mtan lime, oidjged to insert in his paper for ha- 
\ing published my letter (No. 2, p. 54. ), it is im- 
possible, I say, from all these circumstances, not 
to conclude titat your illegal and , unwarrantable 
requisition for an apology, and my subsequent 
imprisonment and expulsion for refusuig to make 
such apology, were intended, in the first instance, 
to protect this magistrate from farther an imad ver- 
son, and lo establish a precedent by which-all 
magistrates might in future tyrannize with im- 
punity. What could be a more direct violation 
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than this of the principles ofihc British eonshtn 
tion, as laid down by tlie highest legal aiitiioii(\ 
England ( Lord Li*skine ), in his eelel>i\!ted de- 
claration on the press ? •' The extent of the gc- 
'' ntiinc liberty of the press, on geneial sni>i<*et«. 
and the boundaries whkii separate them frotn 
licentiousness^ the English law luas wi -elv not 
“ attempted to define. They are indeed in their 
“ nature indclineable, and it is the of/icr of the 
'’jury alone, taken from the country, in eai Ii par- 
" ticular instance, to ascertain them, an<l the 
" trust of the crown where no indi^ idual is slan • 
” dered, to select the instanees for timai, hy //* 
“ ministers responsible to parliament. ” Doe ( ri nes 
to which a great majority of the principal mem- 
. bers of the present administration expressly and 
implicitly subscribed ; doctrines to which every 
man of common sense in the kingdom must as- 
sent, and which every man of common honesty 
will uphold. 
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l.V/iTVAl XXIH. 

7'o Tin: in V/i I Liisf.EV, 

C(fns'i(U i (tiions on l!'t‘ /. • ''onistitiitional Lcrx^ xvhich 
enuf'ls fhnf. Ih t fish horn suhjrcis nuiij be irans-^ 
jjo/ird ictf/ioitl the form oj a I rial ; and on the 
Alaroni.s 's r/iormo/is application of it in some 
casrsy and his utter contempt of it in others. 

*■* M: JM!, by the r\ul;inafni y Act of beside 

tis!’ .';i ai'il ixit (hnnr)f j'owfm i^ivcn to tlieHoaid < f'ControuI 
.it ii.is '.!,<■ to the ( iownu-r ,!r.«l Ties dciif’ - mtl the most 

dcxj'oi' • aiid V h ''.‘‘"i »nll<on‘:r'- ^ ihiriT that ronld 

h;nr been ' ui'i-o' 1 ' » ife in ai »'»* \ . . and ntfeily iirecoii- 

« :!e.ible :<• ibe u ie- (.f/*.: on, bv viitiie of which 

dc''*;o»ic autli ill} . .tirono o'L. «.i ' vvbii h, iintier the name 

jnei'it, //. v;/ t-c < oe ..cd, iovon.tir or Presniciit of (he 
('i. in- il inav, \im ^ h' .* |'l< • *, ^c^ze and .'■ecure any 

‘subject in I '«]».'», < . I .. '« Kif ■ •. si(un(i >n, and upon the ffccw 

suitun (/( Milv oiu j '.i «.n t.j » .:i ti» be in.own nn slop hoaid, or 

iin-'i isfined until tiuie hail b-: ‘ a convenient o|)y)ouuiiitv of ^cud- 
in*; him (o rai,”Ian(l,” where by the same bill, a now tiibunal and 
yiKaeodnii; rniiatly unheard of in the Constitution,— arc provided 
lur liis tii«d,’* 

Sht ridiin^ comparative Statement of iV/r. Tox arid Mr. PUCf 
J udiu Hi Its. p. l.‘j- 


Af\' 

Far from wishing to exaggerate your con- 
duct, I am willing to give }ou the full benefit of 
the most extravagant construction of a most ex- 
travagant law. The able des<Tiption given of that 
law by the present Treasurer of the Navy, is so 
much superior to any thing I could write on the 
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subject that I have taken it as a motto to the let- 
ter. There are sohk' ' iws, m? Lord, so imeonsti- 
tiitional that thef should iiot^ and some so bad iltat 
they cannot nc executed. Men of Iionoiir ^vill 
not be the instniu'ents of can-yin^- ir.fo ( deci an 
execrable lavr, even when conij iilsory. Such was 
the memorable decree of Kobesj)iei ;v for c,ivin!; 
no quarter to the rnglish. But I'hat are \vc to 
say, or at least what are we to think of a man, 
who, after the most mature deliberation, sftrp:.-,ses 
the provisions of a law, which he himself <'oii- 
ceives not to be compulsory, and whii li I.e cannot 
blit know is in direct contradiction to the most 
es.sential principles of the British Constitution .? 
We must in charity suppose that a Icjiislaiurc, 
which can pass such glaringly unconstitutional 
acts, and a Governor who can unncccssariiv go be- 
yond the true intent and meaning o‘'thein, do not 
- perceive the consequences of what they arc do- 
ing; or \vc must suppose something infinitely 
■ iaitSre to their discredit. 1 1 is fitting, nowever, that 
tlje people of England should know fhee.xtent of 
’ titbir ohiigations to both. 

The legislature to be sure only committed the 
‘ s^ti ft* mistake of delegating an aut'iority to the 
fGoV^mbre of India, which they do not themselves 
' pi^eisr/ an authoriry which resides no where — 
that of ^gnsporting British subjects without the 
■' form of a trial. It is no new doctrine that “ The 
" power of King, Lords and Commons, is not an 
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arbitrary power. They arc the trustees, not 
the owners oF the estate. The fee-simple is in 
“ /w. '1 liey cannot alienate, they cannot waste. 

“ Wlien \vc say that the legislature is supreme, 

“ we mean, titat it is the highest power known to 
the constitution ,• that it is the highest, in com- 
j)arison with the other subordinate powers esta- 
blished bv the laws. In this sense, the word 
supreme is relative, not absolute. The power of 
“ the legislature is limited, not only by the gene- 
“ ral rules of natural justice, and the welfare of 
the community, but by the forms and principles 
of our particular constitution. If this doctrine 
be not true, we must admit that Kings, Lords, 
and Commons have no rule to direct their reso- 
“■ lutious, but merely their own will and pleasure. 

They might unite the legislature and executive 
“■ power in the same tiands, and dissolve the con- 
“ stitutiou by an act of parliament.'* 

.Junius’s Dedication, p. 8 . 
Are our fundamental constitutional laws then 
to be considered as not extending to India ? or 
arc they extended to that country only in some 
j)arts, and with-held in others } and if so, by what 
statute is the distinction established? For what 
purpose are the English Courts of Judicature 
maintained in India, if they are not to apply the, 
English law, particularly to British-born subject 
Again, if in any case, the clauses of a minor l^w"' 



( 75 ) 

happen, by some unacco'C'taSk* legislative inad- 
vertency or design, lo be in direct contradiction 
to the spirit of the fiindainen<Tl he /s and constitu- 
tion of the realm, can ihc.x* clauses even* be fairly 
or honestly construed into a repeal or dissolution 
of our constitutional statutes ? Has asr, (Jovernor 
a right, in order to serve particular pui {)oscs, to 
avail himself of the former, in direct violation of 
the latter? I saj'', consistently with every sound 
constitutional principle, he cannot. A saving, 

totally repugnant to the body of the act, ’ says 
Blackstonc, (vol. i. p. S9.) “ is void. ” Upon 
•the same principle, an act -which is repugnant to 
' the fundamental laws and constitution ol'tlic realm 
must be void. And it is the duty of every man 
to oppose, a - constitutional resistance to its ope- 
ration. 

Without entering at any length into the de- 
merits of the laws respecting the government of 
India, 1 cannot avoid say ing a lew words on some 
of their most singular features. It must appear 
.almost incredible to the people of Great Britain, 
•Whose attention has not hilherto been .sufliciently 
!^IIed to the subject, that the unconstitutional 
clauses drif those acts can be brought to operate 
I against British-born subjects only. An American, 
a patie,..a Swede, a Russian, a Hindoo, a French- 
man, excepting in time of wai*, could not, even by 
the most forced construction of them, be sent to 
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K\ir(^I>c in \Iiluc of ihe mere order of a Gover- 
nor . 

r>y sp(‘( if\ iiyo- linlish-born Milijeels as the ex- 
tlir'.ivc objects ol‘ this unmeasiiH'd power^ the fra- 
Mu of tin* bill (for I must siij)posc that the le- 
;;isl'!tun‘ cf»ul(l tiof lia\ e adverted to all its con- 
sccjiuMKcs) must !ia\c perrei\cd that by extend- 
iru> it to foreii* !U'rs, tiu'v vvouTd have been viola- 
tiiii^- I lie spirit of (he laws of nations., and might 
give rise to t!ic most unph'asant di.‘,pntes. If not, 
what iVvi t!ie rest rid ion meaii ? I>ut while some 

* 'Ml! 1 !•. not tl\ fu!\ :» iva:»^4J;c ri/jo^c'd by tbrci^iUMS, ;it tlie 
t\j( n<r Ibitidi to the laws which rf*i»u l.i ft: 

:ii r\i i i ii'.iJiinpoly- X'- lute the American, Dani'sh, Swcdisti, 
-lU'l t'/lu'r pciva Ic tlic ln»lian sens, British subjcrls, iinlcs-j 

iiirmlx js of ihr ('oiijpaiiN, cannot sdnl a single ship to that conn- 
tsy, '\l«i(h tlic!!- wc dth aii<t tlicir power aic constancy ii>.kc(I to 
Wiiii.*!... ’ a- .d)>usdir\ f Bot the inj'i- tiec ot this 
I'wj.r i.u !tHi' in- iji'j m;- ' • u*\pi is lost in the contem- 

]dai.ia» of its mojt' Uislant, aliliouAh not very remote, consrnuonccs. 
\\ i <lo not s<’ein to rellcct that the mere loss of the trade, which 

thus earned away fiom u> by ftocigneis, itowever considerable, 
is comi^arativelv hut a ^L■^Y tritling oil. The great injury is this, 
ttj.it while our own na\.:l ic-onrco aic tramped and limited by the 
s\stem, a Fnagnitic mt mir>.ery is csial>li.'.hcd for the navies of otlici* 
narif-ns. It sccim, indeed, to be a eeiK ral law of monopolies, that 
lu.wever tlies may he oecadmi dly v ^eful at their coinmencenient, 
they m \<‘j fai! to ht_«>>ine »nj'.inuu% in the icsult of llieir piogic'^s, 
to the (viinmuMi^y m wlTu’h tiny pievail. Xv'illi res[?cct to that ot 
the Kast India C'omjMny, it has always presented to rnv mind tlie 
monstrous idea of a giant in leading-strings. In alluding to tliaj 
]>a’. licular hiainliof the monopoly which concerns navigation, it 
'aonid he iiicon-?Isteiif with iny picsenl object to go beyond the li- 
mits of a note. But considering it of the gic.itc'jt impoitarice to the 
piospeiity of this countr\, it may foim the subject of some future 
discussiorn 
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rosprrt was to he paid to the sj)ii it of the laws of 
n ifioiis, that of the Constitution of CJrcat Ih irain 
it seems was to be \iol:ited without scruple, and 
the ih'iiish- born subject deprived at once of all his 
most essential birth-rights, the trial by jinw, tliv' 
II(i!)ens and the liberty of tin* press. 

If a native of any foreii^n coiMitr\, ('\c(‘ptinL!.' 
when a ])risoTier of wai% had reprehended a maj^is- 
trate even improperly, he would have been rn- 
titlcil to a fair trial before the Supreme Court of 
Judicature. No foreigner, or Asiatic*, even tradin^y 
unlaxcjul/f/j could have been transported by the' 
mere fuU of a Govcrnor-Cjcneral. In India, Hri- 
tish-born subjects alone arc c/Z/Wms There at least 
the boasted birth-right of luiglishmcn consists on- 
ly of a monopoly of oppression. 

And while such superior ])rivileges are ac- 
corded to foreigners o\er J3riti.sh born subjects, 
it is als(7 to be observed that there ovists the most 
unecpial rule of action for l>i ilish-born subjects 
themselves. Is it not an extracu'dinary coiUradio 
tion, instance, that^vhilea person acc used of 
murder must be tried be » nc tiie tribunal of the 
country, and i(' inuiid innocent, restored to his 
family, pr<»’)ei i\ and busiifuss uninjured ; a per- 
son only accuavd ol a noii-dc.scrij)t oirc.jce against 
.1 maijistratc mav bo banished and ruineeb without 
the pri\ilegc of being heard t It is insuUing* the 
ordinary rules of justice uitha vengeance to ap- 
ply severer penalties to accusations of tri\ial of 



( ) 

fVnrrs ilian to flv^e of ihc lii^uhcst enormity. 
'' I Ik* pt'/i.J'ar (*.\('(*IIen( e of' the n.ilisli Constitu- 
ti . in wliidi, inch*(*d, the value of(‘\cry j^o- 
.^nnn^ nl mav be onnincd up, ; ih ;t it c reates 
(HI ry//.// /•///■' of an. for ihv natioii, aiid 

‘* an inipariiil adniini tration of justire under it, 

- -- Fi’Oin t' .'se niastc principles resuh- ♦hat hap- 
“ {)V unsi! .pec.t ino ainl unsuspected iVccdom, 
“ whic h for a;;os has cli.-.tino'iiishcd society iii Ung- 
land, and wliic'ii has united Englishmen in an 
"• ( nthusiasin for their country, and a reverence 
lor their laws/’ 

Krsix ints Df^chr 'dion 07 i the IJbertij of the Press. 

The inconvenience aiic’ cruelty of sending to 
England for trial, persons aceused of crimes, even 
of murder, committed in distant places on ihc 
liigh seas, has l)v*< • h it by tlie legislature, and 1 
ob.‘;ervc with pl<'a:,uri that a bill has lately been 
l)rougIjt into ])arliament for remedying this abuse, 
bv enacting Unit such persons sliall in future be 
tried by the adjac ent tribunals. The public have 
now an opportunity of judging whether it be not 
equally necessaiy lobring in a bill for preventing 
p'cr*ons, accused ofolleiiding a Governor, or Afa- 
gistrat' .. in any of our distant provinces, from be- 
ing sci;t to England, for ruMsiiMENr, without 
trial ? 

In whatever point of view we co?isidcr the acts 
for the government of India, many o: ilieir clauses 
arc ncitiier more or less than a gross violation of 

G 2 
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the Bj ilish Con^sf ilir.ioii in fiiNor of a coinnu n i.il 
ni(>no[;(>!v. In ihclr most ri'' i n- 

(It r the nujst libeni ( ()iish’iK <i<;n, l?u'> .* " ■ •*’ i - 

able to every man vviio e*. ti'rtaii's me :..> ! i sen- 

timent of eonstitiuh;‘..il lii)rjty. 'i e.c' e! .n .c:» 
npon which yon h.:i\ ' pivued.d \o i-i mj 
case, even S) the T.ii' .iefi only |n'«.J in- 

tcr])rctal jon ol'lheni, \i/. ^‘'ru rr’ilr In 

fii! Iradf^rs, are preriselv ol* that tles('ri oiion. 
They arc an ab^’oliUc aiVvl coie.j li fe \ioIi*‘ion of 
'' the natural and iniierenl riyln. oi ihe suhji ei !o 
" personal liberty ‘*Th<' «;[my olh'u' h noli.b law 
consislsin clearly dcilniiiy (he time's, il,e ca ;-v’s, 
and the extent, when, wi'-creibre, and to what 
degree, the imprisonment of the subject m;iy 
be lawful. This it is, w lui'h indiues the al^so- 
^Mute nei'CssitA' of e\})fessin:; upon e\cry com- 
mitment the reason lor wdiich i*^ is made: liiat 
the (Joint upcMi an iLi!>ra^ (,\)rf)//s, may examine 
into its \a!idir) ; and an ording to the circuin- 
stance-; of tlic case mr«^ di charge, rui.niit to bail., 
or i nand the prisonc -/' 

Ju\jcht(jur\<i (Jom/jr- i/.v’irs, vol. iii. p. 15 1*. 
Ibit that wxjnri) not do injustice to tiie inten- 
tions of i!k‘ Ie<vi:hunre wh: h chactecl t!i(' laws for 
the government of India, we must ^..pposc that, 
m giving a discretionary power ofimjjj sonmenb 
expulsion, and Ixuiishmeiit, to th(^ (iCMtonors of 
(h-dant provinces, thcv miist have had in view^ 
sonic distinct and reasonable grounds^ upon wliii h 
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iiicsc nowf!'; were to be exercised. They could 
;ic\i r i’lt' .;'!cd them as an engine^ ofoppres- 
■-Mon ; y I .1^1 iSrilish subjects, although they ought 
have foreseen that they must necessarily be- 
come ' o, in tiu* liaiids of men of arbitrary and des- 
potic tuittds. Accordingly we find, both from the 
jn eamble ami context of t.hcse clauses, that the le- 
gi-lafure <lid incam to cot'linc the exercise of the 
])0',vevs they delegated to the Company’s Gover- 
nors expres'sly to [jcrsons un!axi:fuUjj trading in 
India, the very object of the clauses being to pro- 
ti ' ! the Company’s exclusive trade *. Otherwise 
what would l ave been the use of providing the 
iK'.v 'J'ribunal and ]iroceedings of which Mr. She- 
ridan spe.iks, for l!ic trial of persons sent home by 
tin (iove-nui-. of that country ? — Tlsat enactment 

po'5ili\«'is infer' ii.e commission of an ofl’eiice as 
1 

tnc giOiiud of < \pi(;.v'on ; and the only ofl’cnee 
slated is iwla-cjul trading, or trading without a ii- 
ctmee, 

'fhis appears to me to be the true construction 
of the acts of p.arliameni, relating to India, as they 
regard tlie expulsion of Dritisii-born subjects from 
lli.it (OLintrv. Since the passing of these 
ho\vevcr, a great many ])Ci:;ons, of various profe.s- 

• 'I'lic wolds of tlx* [iioairddi* to tlie cl.oises "ix iiip; (liicretionary 
I’.o'.M’r to I he Cjovc*' noj N t'f Bntisli-bon siii j- < fs t<» Kiirope 

“ !‘'or securing; to ilu* said united coni, '-any tlicir hole and ex- 
i'iuhive rii^ht of liadinj^'tu tlie Eait Indies and part* alorcsaid/* 
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sions, and who do not nt all romo iinclor tlio (!(’- 
seriplion of (rada rs, liavo <• scttlo.l in tlu^ 

Company’s tcrriiorits. io fiuin tin*- 

spirit of these pio\ isions did not and ('ould not 
extend. In their true, liiniled, ()l)\ious, and on- 
ly possible sense, nanudy as the\ relate to unlaw- 
ful traders, these eJaiises, if ( ver ihe\ were acted 
upon by your predeeessoiv.. Lad Lillcn, as lluy 
deserved, into complete disuse. lint yon, my 
Lord, with that chivalrous disdain for roinnton 
place policy, which eliaraelciises ^ollr ]^r)\(‘rn- 
ment, have thought proper riot onlv to re\i\e an 
obsolete, odious, tyrannical and most unconstitu- 
tional law% but to extend it, contrary to the ma- 
nifest intention of the legislature, to all persons 
residing in India, of whale\er profession or call- 

So much for the interpretation of the law, ae- 
ccirding to the manifest intention of the legisla- 
ture. JjCt us now consider your application, or 
rather misapplication of it, in m/ ease. On the 
fdh ofJuly, fi\e weeks aft c'r my reiusal to make 
you an apolo<»y, I was fa\i;iired with a letter from 
your secretary (Nr^. 10. p. 4.3), requiiingme^ ris 
residinsr ifi ffitliawiihruL Iu>iicr. to return to Lai- 
rope, in.thc extra sliip Mildred, then under dis- 
r.ateh. Let us examine the validity of ihis plea. 
Here the offence against the magistrale is drop- 
ped, and my being without a licence is the great 
crime for which I am to be sent to Europe, with- 
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out a moments delay to settle mv aflairs, and my 
[X'rsou clire( tod to be s<‘iz‘'d. Is it not rather 
sirang(‘, tii.if after !ui\in<; been four years a con- 
stant resi(l<'nt of Caleiitta, without a licence, and 
seein<; that then' were many thousand persons in 
India ('(|uallv willioiit lictuu'cs, a cireninsiance, 
uliicii had jiol till then been so considered, should 
all at ojK'c have s])iun« up into an offence, in 
mv parlieular case ? The objection, one should 
su})p()se mi!;ht have very easily been removed, 
bv only ('onferrino- on me a licence, subject to 
the ('ouditif)ns ojt which such permissions were 
aet'orded to others. Were net licences freely 
granted to ail who asked for them ? Was it im- 
j)utcd as an olfencc to other persons to have re- 
sided in India without liccnees r The adoption of 
the pretext i»i my lasc mi<:>hl therefore be consi- 
dered as !)oth coiileaipliblc and ridiculous, if it 
were not something: much worse. It was esta- 
blishino: a distinction, which destroyed at one 
blow that equal rule oF action conbidcred by 
Lord Erskinc as “ the peculiar oxecclls'iicc of the 
"British coustifuliou.’ -\:k 1 it may be of some 
imporiaiice to eoiisider how lon_< 2 ; our enthusiasm 
for (lu; eoiintrv, and our reverence for its laws, 
can bur\ivc the cirtuiustauccs that ga\c them 
birth. 

The law, respecting licences, under which you 
have endeavoured to cover your proceedings, 
must be considered .as cither compulsory or dis- 



C 80 ) 

cretionary. I will give )ou every advantage in 
the constniciion of it. If compulsory, it was in- 
cumbent on you to have sent away every IJritish- 
lorn subject, (for (he law, under l!ie utmost lati- 
tude of construction, as has been shewn, extends 
only to them) who had not a licem e to remain in 
India ; and you ought not, in my rase, to have 
waited for the new oirence of refusing to make 
you an apology. It was your duty to have put 
the law regularly, ccpially, and invariablj in force, 
for it could not have been the intention of the le- 
gislature, either expi'css or understood, to have 
left to any Governor an option to enforce, or to 
dispense with, a compulsory law at pleasure. If 
the law was compulsory, you have violated the 
law. 

But if the authority vested in you was discre- 
tionarv', you are still responsible for the manner 
in which you have exercised it. The law, as I un- 
derstand it, in so far as it goes, is in fact discreti- 
onary. 

Now J will, for the sake of argument, take your 
own intrepretation of the law, and si!j)pose, what 
however 1 do not admit, that by a fair and liberal 
consfructioti of it, you were authorised to send to 
Europe others than those who are found unlaw- 
fully trading in India, is it litting that you should 
mtike use of this discretionary power as it were in 
sport ? In order to shew that you made a wanton 
and most tyrannical use of that discretionary pow- 
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er, in my case, even according to your own mis- 
intcrjH'Otalion of the law, it is only nercssaj*y to 
refer the reader to your letters, ((he letters of 
your secretary I consider as your own.) There 
he will lind the reasons for my expulsion from In- 
dia, which you have youi'scif deliberately urged, 
so abMird, ridiculous, and comtemptible, tliut he 
must coiicfixe il probable you would, in some 
iiiture flight, proceed to transport individuals, for 
an ollf-nsivc exclamation, or a provoking distor- 
tion of countenance. And thus British subjects 
might become mere play-things in the hands of a 
Governor ! 

But vs hat will be said if I shew that you have 
treated the law respecting licences, which yon 
pretended on this occn^iion to respect, in other 
cases with (he mo-a r,o\creigu contempt? Mr. 
Maclean had a licence. But it did not protect him 
from being transported from Benares towards 
Calcutta. Would his licence have saved the Edi- 
tor of the Telegraph from a voyage to Europe, if 
he had not published the apology dictated to him ? 
Nay, have you not yourself, in your edict for re- 
gulating the ])ress, e.Kj>res.sly asserted, in ojicn 
contempt of this very law, your right to exercise 
the power of transportation, without any excep- 
tion w’hatevcr in favor of those who have li- 
cences ? “ The penalty for oflTending against any 
‘‘ of the above regulations to be immediate em- 
'' barkation jor Europe /—the very principle of 
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the decibion of Bonaparte in tlic ease of ./V//- 
coiilc and JMouf/frd/er^ \vhr> had printed 
out publishin<( a book that was oilenhiNC to liini : 

Let the printer be sent to the Bicetre aiid the 
author to Cayenne/' 

This brinies to luy reeoljc‘( (ion an o1>li:i:iiion 
which I chanee to owe you. It has been a ainju- 
baity of my fate to ha\e l)eeii in ( cdlision with 
alinobi every spceics ofdcs])otisin, from your own 
maiden ellbrts in India, to those of your imitator 
Bonaparte in Euro])e, and from the whole-side 
measures of that usurper, to the j)ctty fo^o i„o- dc~ 
tails of a snivelling Mcdieal Board. When de- 
tained in France, at the eommencement of this 
war, contrary to the usages of civili/xvl nations, 
a printed copy of your correspondence sent to 
the puldic oflices j)ro\ed a principal mean of pro- 
curing my release, Tknow not whether the eon- 
stituted authorities of Bonaparte, from that igno- 
rance which characterises tlespotism, iilcjitiiied 
your Lordship with the constitution of this (ouii- 
try, ' nJ thought they 'vere conferring a benefit 
on a>e as yoiir cneiiiy, from t}r:inni(:al s\mjxi' 
thy, felt tiiat a person,\vlio w\as obnoxious to vour 
Lordship, w.:s af.o unfit ti. vcmain umler the juris- 
diction oi their luaslcr. But of this I am certain 
that the correspondence which is now" submitted 
to the public, had not been long in their posscs- 
jsion, when I got a passport to embark for Ame- 
rica; verifying the proverb, that there is scarcely 
any evij out of which some good doth not arise. 
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].r.TTEK XXIII. 


To 'I'ilK MaIUH-IS WlllJJ/lsI.F.V, C. 

On Jiis (larfriiu^ ihaf.in rnfprrt lo q/f'vnccs, three r/y^ 
p/irrs make an unit; and that the (urcer/ior-Cie" 
ncral inusl he addressed in the. most respeeijn! 
terms, 

r>;i vnifablo riiuli ur r«t libre, <loucc, familicre, j)0])iilaire, 
** rll{? "«■ tou( III i ct iu\iiii*i, ellc nc perd lit-ii a mio dc 

** pH''” Sm 1^ruj/cf'c\ 

** Cbiatiu'ss ccrtainlv doc*, not consist in pagt'antry and ahow, in 
jii'inji and icfiimc, and tluMigti a person of qiialil) will make use of 
flir-c tbmgh to a\oul singulaiity, and to put the vulgar in mind of 
flu'ir obodir»i(C to autlioiitv, yet be tlors not think liirnself the 
bigger for them, for he knows that ihubC wlio have neithci honesty 
nor undcrsiandmc;, have oftetdiincs all this line fuiniluie ;*bout 
ihein.-»» »' * — I,e tliatisiiul) noble hatth to uhvhi^n' i'l-crlirSf to 
ili'pri*'^ till* spiius, oi ;j’»v v/ays to impair the satidiu fi*jn of his 
i}'*iL;hl)o«!r. Ills ipeaHU'- .1 a y, obliging, arid agrcealile, so tliat 
jKnH* have any iusi t(» wish it less. lie is aibible in liis con- 

\eise, geiuMoiH in hu> temper, and iiuinoveable in ^^hLlt he has rc> 
^•oivid ujjon, and as piospenty i.ot make him h u-ghty and ini- 
pi nous, so iieithei lines adversity sink hmi into intanness ard lie- 
j'flion ; for if lie ever shews more spirit than ordinaiy, it is when 
lie IS ill u:ed, and the world fifiausiipnii liiin. i.v .^hort tir 
(•f//ni/ht r<7mct’(I f/o/fi Itf ijfrf/}ifS anil prit/cj and svoi an 

t 'eJtct to Ivaniplc upon a n'ornt, or nuef;: to an Entperor," Collilr. 

Mv Lord, 

- • 

Sr.Nsiiu.E and perhaps even ashamed r,l‘ the 
futilily of your former pleas, yon again changed 
your ground, (No. 17, page 5 :?,) and added anew 
charge still more frivolous if possible than the 
former ones. In this letter, written no doubt after 
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much coiisuUalion with ^he law-ofrucrs of tlir 
Company, not a word is said of the licence. 'J'he 
reasons jivxv assii:^ncd, for the extraordinary pro- 
reedin;>s against mc^ mnv be divided into three 
branches: 1st, for publishing in a ne\vsj>ap('r a 
letter containing an insinuation of improper con- 
duct on the j)art of one of the publie magistrates 
in the discharge of his duty : i^ndly, when enllt'd 
upon io wale an apology j or that offence^ refusing 
in Lhit most disrespectful ienns^ to make? such apo- 
logy (sec No. 5 for the terms): and 5dly, 1)C- 
cause I was ordered ( four years) before to return 
to Europe, &r. Now, what inferences, I J)eseccli 
you, are we to draw from all this, but that finding 
the position which you had first taken (the apo- 
logy) untenable, you altered it to another, (the 
licence) whicli you found ecjually w^eak, and fi- 
nally, feeling* that both afibrded but a shalhAv ])rr- 
lext for ruining and banishing* a British subjet t, 
(for it is actual and harsh banishment to be fore ed 
from t!)C place in which vou arc establislied in bu- 
siness .md earn your sub >istencc, even to a bu tler 
residence) tl. ought pro|UT to look for nvxe of- 
fences^ in order to strengthen your cause. If was 
fortunate forme tlia* none of a mor ? heinous na- 
ture could be found fhanVhat arose ftom a simple 
mirsreprcscntiition of a fact \vhich w'as easily ex- 
plained to the satisfaction of a former (Jovernor- 
Gencral, after which I remained four years a con- 
stant resident of the town of Calcutta : for if any 
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1 oiild have ])con disco\eivd by a mii'ioscopc the 
w hole tenor of your proceedings warrants the be- 
lief tiuti they would have been eagerly raked 
tngeilier. 

It has been shcun in Letter XXII. that my re- 
fusing to make you an ajtology was both legal and 
proper. It has been shown in letter XXIII. that 
1 did not come, projterly under the true construc- 
tion of that most unconstitutional act of parlia- 
ment relating to licences for residing in India ; 
and tliat, eivv/ accon/iiig to your oxan misinterpre- 
tation of that fau\ the c.xercise of the discretion- 
arv power \ested in you was, with respect tome, 
indiscreet, oppressive, and t) rannical : and from 
the letter of Captain Hudson, of the Houghton, 
(p. .jS, 5 9.) it will appear that the new charge 
of my h iving b<'en ordered to return to Europe 
by a former (m/\i r.ior General is every way wor- 
thy of the re.st. Siieh then arc the gra\e and se- 
rious changes on whic h you have ) ourself express- 
Jy foiincU'cl (17.) the extraordinary measure of 
jny expulsion from L.tlia. It will remain with 
you lo explain iiow they constitute an offence 
a!L;ainst the law^ a;.;aiust ihc morale or even against 
ihc prejudic es of any coiunuinily ; or how three 
circuinslanccs, none of whic h taken separately 
c onstitutes any pari of an ollencCjand all of which 
are not only frivolous but ridic ulous canbccon- 
vertedj excepting by some mystical process^ into 
a whole offence. I hope every man in the na- 
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lion \vill:Ufoiul to tins polit'na] cIvs mi.^l , on hi-, 
OAvn account as well as mint' ; for 1 ani now no 
farther ijitcrcstcvl in the decision liiat ina\ l)e 
formed, re s}>e<*tin<; your I.ordshij)'s conduct^ flK.n 
any (>tl\er nuMuben* of the <'omninnitv. Dean 
S\Nil*t has somcwlierc said that, in ])oIiti(al arilh- 
inciir, two and two do not alv,a\ s; make* lour: 
But this is j)j‘ob:il)I\ the first time' ll iiit tin'c'e CV“ 
pliers were eve r sujijiosecl to form au unit, eom- 
])letin^ tlie l um total oi one olVence. Vmir idi‘a 
of o/IcMCCSj my Lord, reminds nu* ol Sir Andrew 
Ague-Cheek in the play, who would beat a man 
because he \vas a puritan : ''' JSlaria. Alarrv. sir, 
he is sometimes a kind of puritan. Sir ^hid. () 
ifl thought that, Ltl beat lihn like a dog. Sir 
To, W hat, for being a jiuritan ? Thy exquisite 
reasems. deji’ knie-it r Sir And, I ha\c no ex- 
qui'-iic irascjn for i, bc.t I have reason good 
enonyh. — Ti. elJ'ih I\ i^lit , 

lic nu tant ;». 1 Ice! to odend the Knglisli car, 
or to aiv listom it to the d. rrading sennuK of apo- 
logy :ii c iicenc<‘, I must ay a lew words more 
belorc- i dismiss tisc siibjcci: foi- it sedans to me* 
to ijiciit tke nu).',t anqile iliiistrat ion. Oi^ rcpc*r- 
iislng your I'inxc letters, l.ord JbrI con- 
sider your secretaries* letters as yours), you will 
n‘ereeive what a riilieulous figure even a man of 
t dent, must make in j)rint, when he is ariing in 
cojitradisiinction not only to truth, justice, law 
a’id tlic constituiion, but even to common dc- 
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Cl lU’v iWiv] rominon souse. In your first letter, 

\ o I aecus * nu* of luivino- pulilisfit'd an insinitaiion 
of i!iipn>per coiuliu:! against a ma';islr:iU*, aiul Ibr 
t!:al oll'cnc(\ vou rocjiiirc me !o lUdke an apolo^tj, 

I red'll'. e : :nu! voii !Krv<‘ no roniedy In your so- 
ooMil letter, \ oil clroj) the ofieni e aL.ainst the ma- 
<;i‘.P'ate, ami re({uire me, as in India 

Hrrrirc, to return to riiiropo in a ])artlcii- 
lai ship; and \oii sciul }onr to\on adjiifant to 
seize nn person. I rerei\c intelligence of your 
d(‘'^ignsj order m\ doors to be shut, and pvolfibit 
vonr nivnnidons from attimipting to enter my 
hons(' In force at the j)eril (d‘ their lives; and 
thev diire not ])ersist. In this situation I write to 
von retjidring explanations. In your third and 
t‘\|;!:matorv letter ( p. c^ e.) you ilrop the nf- 
I'air 'n' tiu' Iie< m e :n'.d resume niy refusal to make 
an ai)oiogv, to vdndi y>ii add a new oirenee of 
a'ooiil the same degree of importanca'. You are, 
however, graciously pleased^ in consideration of 
certain cireiimstanees stated in my letter, (j>. 4:^.) 
to allow me, on rrr/ain ro/nli/n^ns, to remain in 
Calcutta ibr a fen moiuhs longer ; which I re- 
‘ccl with disdain. 

Tluis vou were obliged repeatedly to sliift Vonr 
ground ; and if I had urged you farther, you 
would prol)a])ly have made more change's of po- 
sition. ]>iit bcijig now fully satisfied of your ob- 
ject, T thought it unnecessary to prolong the cor- 
respondence, and, without } ielding one iota of 
the principle in dispute, after keeping mv house 



( S8 ) 

shut for ten clays, with sc'ntinols siationcd round 
it like a besieged castle, ijilbrnied you that, be- 
ing then ns ready to c'oinplv with \our recjuisi- 
tion as 1 could he at any siihscfiucnt period, I shoiild 
at a certain time and place convenient to myself, 
surrender my jicuson to your town adjutant. 
This resolution was by no nieans founded on tlic 
exhaustion of my means of resistance. But the 
reasons why I thought it useless to drive \ou to 
the last degree of violence and outrage, shall Ije 
stated in a future letter. 

From the whole complexion of the preceding 
correspondence, which compi^ehends all that 
passed between your government and myself, 
it might be supposed, that had I condescended 
to make the apology required, — had I con- 
descended 

'Co bow and sue for grace. 

With suppliant kiicc, and deify \our power. 

Milton's Par, Losi. 

I shoi.'ld not liave '-ven sent to Europe. 
But this, as I shall show^, is an erroneous 
opinion : for could I even have consented to 
tliat mea^^'U•e, I should have been obliged 
besides- to withhold the appreciation which I 
had promised of the Magistrate’s condudt, to 
renouBCC the privilege of free discussion, and 
even to give a security for my conforming 
in every rcspedl to your will, before I could 
have olftained permission to remain in India. 
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But to what monstrous dodJrInes should I 
have been subscribing ? It is here, I believe, for 
the first lime in modern ages, even virtually 
asserted, by a British Governor, that no cam- 
ments must be made on the condu6l of any 
Magistrate, under his jurisdiction, let him do 
vvliat he will ; but that, if an insinuation of mis- 
conduct should happen to escape, the proper 
atonement for it is an apology, not to the laws 
of the country (they it seems have nothing to 
do with the affairs of India), but to the most 
noble the Governor General, and which apology 
we are given to understand in the explanatory 
letter. No. 1 7, should be made in the most respebi- 
fid terms * — 

* To such a degr?*c did this Goveinor carry his love of pomp 
tliat, as 1 have- been infiirmed by officers of respectability from the 
ctiast, be made stables of tb ' East Indiamen ta bring the horses of 
his body guard from Bengal, at an enormous expence to the Com* 
pany, as if the Madras cavalry were unworthy the bonj[>r of acting as 
his body guard, during his stay on the coast. Here we trace Bo- 
naparte and his inseparable Mamalukes. Could this pomp and cir- 
cumstance, which disgusted every one who saw it, trartsfuse more 
energy or wisdom into the oixlers conveyed to- Generals anJ Am- 
bas.sa<loi's, or obtain any useful object whatsoever? It laa false and 
ridiculous notion that they arc conducive to'any good, and however 
they may daz/.!c for a nioineNt, instead of increasing they diminish 
rcsrect ; fnr the people, in their sentiments, are seldom mistaken. , 
Was not Marquis Cornwallis, with only a few attendants, more re- 
speeted iliao the Marquis Wellesley with a suit large enough to 
form an army ? But it is necessary for those, who adopt, to justify 



O but man ! proud man^ 

Drest in a little brief authority 5 
Most ignorant of what he*s most assur'd 
His glassy essence, like an angry ape. 

Plays such fantastic tricks before high heaven. 

As make the angels weep ! 

Truly if the feelings of the Governor General 
of India are to be the therometer of offences in 
that country, it would be adviscablc to look out 
for persons of somewhat more traflable sensi- 
bilities than your Lordship for that office. 

For my own part, on a retrospedl of the affair 
between us, I have only to say, that tvere it to 
happen twenty times over, I should not think 
it proper to alter any one part of my conduct ; 
and that if my resistance to such abominable 
principles of government does not prove a ge- 
neral benefit, it i^ at least, no fault of mine. 
But I am sure that cannot be the case. The 
injustice done to an individual,” says Junius, 
** is some times of service to the public. Faffs 
** are apt to alarm us more than the most dan- 
gerous principles.” The faifts here establish- 
ed are indeed sui^ciently alarming : and I trust 
the people of England will, see your condufl in 

pageantiryand vam-glorious men, not choosing to trace it to its real 
source^ their own dispositions, have recourse <0 the sliallow and 
contcmptiblfe pretexts of the ne^sssify of imposing upon the people. 
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its true point of view ; that they will be sensible 
that to suflcr the Governor of a province to 
violate the best principles of our constitution 
with impunity, is to invite despotism to our 
doors ; and that the best laws become nugatory, 
if the noble sentiments which foster and up- 
hold them be allowed to weaken or decay. If, 
contrary to all expedtation,! should be deceived, 
I sliall only have to lament, in common with 
others, the unhappy state of apathy into which 
\vc are at length fallen. But even in that case, 
I shall at least enjoy the melancholy consola- 
tion of refledling that I have not omitted to do 
my share of the duty. 
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LETTER XXV. 

To THE Marquis Wellesley, &c. 

O/i his assumption of the power qfenforcinfr or (m - 
pensing with existing laics according to Ins iw/ 
interpretation of them, and of maling new lazes, 
at pleasure, annihilating the personal freedom of 
the subject, and establishing in fact an absolute 
despotism. 

Sic volo sic jiihco, slat pro rnlioitf: voluntas,'* 

My Lord, 

Notwithstanding the reinforcement of 
your new charge, (No. 17.) conjured up after a 
lapS^e of six days, you were pleased to say that, in 
consideration of the circumstances stated in my 
letter of the isth July, (No. is.) I might remain 
in Calcutta till the 25th of October, provided I 
immediately gave sati factory security, that I 
should proceed to Europe, on any ship, which 
'might sail after that period, and on which you 
might require me to emhark. And the town adju- 
tant, in a note (No, 1 5. ) with which he prefaced 
the delivery of your letter, saVs he is well assured 
thSt I(Bave it in my power to give this security 
iin the short notice, .ijts.rnever put my friends 
to the test. ‘I do not kjidw,;' whether I had or had 
pot thlfi power; : put this I know, that if I had. 
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I should not have used it. Not havino^ violated 
the law. 1 required no bail, or security lor my ap- 
pearance, and I spurned as I ought the* idea of 
asking any friend of mine to guarantee my ohedi- 
cnee to the wiij. of a Co\ertK)r-General, But 
what docs all this mean ? It is neither more or 
less than, ‘‘ If you will comply with my will and 
" pleasure in part, I will suller you to remain for 
" three months longer in India ; if you will com- 
ply with it wholly, I wdll sutler you to remain as 
“ long as you please, whether you have a licence 
or not ; but if you do not in any respect com- 
“ ply with it, I w'ill send you immediately to Eu- 
“ roj)e, because you have m»t got a licence to re- 
side in India.” Now I defy any man in France 
or in Turkey to produce me a more perfect union 
ofcomplete non ense and absolute despotism. 

The insulting tone of moderation which you 
now assumed, my Lord, I placed to the proper ac- 
count, namely a conviction on your part, that you 
were treading upon very^^ppery ground, toge- 
ther with apprehensions perhaps that your object 
might be openly frustrated by legal means. I say 
iiisulting, because there was no room for compro- 
mise. It was impossible for me, consistently with 
any just ideas of w,hat is due to the laws or consti- 
tution of the country,' to have conceded the.prin- 
ciple in dispute; and> all the explanations wh^h 
had taken place, together ysith the temper of the 
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man, were sufficient to convince me that nothiuo- 
would be conceded by your Lordship. Scciii;^ 
that to continue the contest longer upon Asiatic 
ground would be therefore useless, I voluntarily 
surrendered myself to the town-adjutant of Cal- 
cutta at a time and place appointed ; was carried 
in triumph into Fort William ; and from thence 
hurried, under an escort of soldiei-s, on board an 
East-Indiaman at Saugor Roads. 

It happened to be on Saturday that I surren- 
dered. You, my Lord, having as I presume sur- 
mised that I might avail myself of the aid of the 
civil law to frustrate your designs, the moment 
. you learnt that I had capitulated, sent a peremp- 
toiy order that I should be immediately sent on 
board a ship. The order did not arrive till late at 
night. I had gone to bed, and absolutely refused 
to comply with it, observing that if the comman- 
dant of the soldici-s thought himself obliged to en- 
force the ordci", he must use violence. He re- 
turned to the Fort-ma|^r, to whose custody I was 
now assiuned, for fresh instructions. The Fort- 
Hiajor was in perplexity and doubt. His order 
was peremptory, yet he saw the impropriety and 
indecency of enforcing it. TUit you were at your 
country residence ; and it would be' a high crime 
and misdemeanor to disturb you about trifles. 
OJC.Avhat donsequence is the convenience, or even 
the life, of a common individual, if a great man 
must be incommoded ? It was on the same seat of 
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i',overiiment that so many Englishmen were smo- 
ihcrcd to death, that the slumbers of your prede- 
tTssor Siirajah Dowlah might not be disturbed ! 

Imagining what the motives of this peremp- 
tory order might be, I observed to the military 
agenis of tlie Fort Major that the gates being 
shut for tlic night, no civil officers could get 
admission, and that the following day being Sun- 
day, no writs could be issued ; that besides my 
servants were gone home for the night, and 
that my baggage which was in the town, would 
be left beliind. Notwithstanding these argu- 
ments, I do not believe, but tor the influence of 
female humanity, I should have got even a sin- 
gle night’s reprieve. Whatever may have been 
said to the prejudice of the sex, by poets or pre- 
tended philosopiiers, this is not the only occa- 
sion on which I have experienced that women 
liave a more lively sense of, and a greater re- 
gard for, justice, as well as finer feelings of hu- 
manity, tha*n men ; and I rejoice in this oppor- 
tunity of acknowledging my gratitude to Mrs. 
Calcraft, a lady I nevej- saw, to whose interces- 
sion I owe it, that I was not hurried on board 
a ship, without even a. change of linen, for a, 
twelvemonth's voyage. After an interchange 
of messages, I wfis allowed to continue my re- 
pose, it being undeirstood that I should be readj^- 
to embark as soon as my baggage could be. got 
from Calcutta the next morning. 
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These circiimstjinces, whicliarc in themselves 
trivial, I mention in order to show that it was 
your own opinion, although it did not enter in- 
to my contemplation, that your arbitrary mea- 
siir s might have been defeated by the medium 
of the courts of law. That I believe could in 
fact have been done by an arrest for debt, or on 
a writ of habeas corpus, from which I cannot 
learn that India is exempted more than other 
parts of the British dominions. 

But if it had been the intention of the legis- 
lature to have conferred on the Governor Ge. 
neral of India an authority that must virtually 
supersede the fundamental principles of our 
constitution, and deprive the subject of his only 
means of protection, would they not have ex- 
pressly declared so, instead of leaving a power 
which they thought it necessary to confer sub- 
ject to be constantly defeated ? I do believe that, 
in this case, your intentions, my Lord, notwith- 
standing the indecent manner in which you or-' 
Idered me to be hurried on board a ship, might 
have been frustrated, had I applied to the judges 
of the supreme court, and had these judges done 
tlieir duty. If I under.'...and the law, the su- 
prdme'court of judicature was bound, upon ap- 
plicatibh, to grant me a 'MtiX.oi habeas corpus, as 
a matter of right. “ If a probable ground be 
shuwri^ that the party is imprisoned without 
just cause, and therefore hath a right to be 
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“ delivered the writ of habeas corpus is then 
“ a writ of right, which may not be denied, but 
" ought to be granted to every man that is 
“ committed, or detained in prison, or other- 
" wise restrained, though it be by the command 
“ of the King, the Privy Council, or any other.” 
Com. Journ. jipril i, 1628. If I had claimed the 
benefit of this doctrine, almost two hundred 
years old, it would remain to be seen how far your 
Lordship would have opposed your will to z 
constitutional mandate thus distin^ly expressed. 
But of the two evils I preferred immediate ex* 
pulsion, to the uncertainty of remaining sub* 
je^ to the capricious sallies of your Lordship’s 
volition. 

Having shewn that you avowedly considered- 
yourself as entitled *0 enforce or dispense with' 
existing laws, according to your own interpre* 
tation of them, at pleasure, I shall now make 
it appear that you assumed the privilege of 
milking new laWs, establishing in efie2it a com* 
plete and absolute despotism. — Instead of leav- 
ing disputes to be settled in the ordinary course 
of law, you detern^ined that none should exist ; 
as you imposed previous restrictions on publi- . 
cations, so you; woyld impose prtIVious rcstri&i^ . 
tions on the actions of men. ” Penalty bonds, 
says Mr. Maclean,' in- the postscript to ohfeiol^*. 
his letters (No. 4. ), " are sent up to be eifte- ' 
” cuted by all indigo planters in this district 
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" (Benares), for the first complaint in court 500 
rupees, and for the second to be ordered to 
“ Calcutta ” Now, my Loi'd, you had just as 
clear a right to order penalty bonds to be signed 
for a hundred thousand rupees, as for live hun- 
dred, and to order the oflendcr to Botany Bay as 
to Calcutta. Did you not, by this strange mea- 
sure, if any measure of yours couhl appear 
strange, assert an unlimited power over the pur- 
ses, as well as the persons, of his Majesty’s sub- 
jects ? Could you not ruin a man in a moment, 
by bringing him from Benares to Calcutta, ff»r 
having had some trifling quarrel, or at the mere 
instigation of an enemy or informer ? Might you 
not with as much propriety, and justice, and law, 
have ordered any of the inhabitants of Calcutta, 
who should act improperly in your opinion, to 
be sent for the first offence to do quarantine at 
Benares, and for the second to China * ? This 
doctrine of ^ arbitrarily transplanting the subject 
from one part of a country to another, is even 
tuorc cruel and degrading than that which trans- 
fers them in whole Jots fi om one master to ano- 
• ther, as has lately been the abominable practice 
on the oontbient of Bprope. Nor does it appear 

will Jiot here say any tiling of the sweeping edict, by which 
all Eniopeans wcie ordered to quit Lucknow, that they might not 
he witnesses of your conduct towards the Nabob, as I believe it is 
actually the sul^c’ct of enquiry in another place. But it shall not 
he hisl to the public. 



that, in the assumption of those extraordinary 
powers, you laid the smallest stress upon licences, 
by which, when it suited your purpose, you 
claimed the privilege of transportation. On thie 
contrary, you expressly usurped the right of vio- 
lating even that your favourite law. But there 
cannot, I apprehend, be in nature a principle 
more indisputable than that, when the laws of a 
country are superseded, whether it be by an indi- 
vidual or a mob, the result is in both cases abso- 
lute and complete despotism, differing only in 
modification, duration, and degree. Really, my 
Lord, I must confess that the sources from whence 
you have derived your principles of government, 
and your right to absolute power, are utterly be- 
yond my aomprehension ; nor do I much care to 
know them But I trust it will be thought neces- 
sary to indulge the public with some sort of ex- 
planation. 



( too ) 


LETTER XXVL 

To THE Makqvis Wellesley. 

O/i the sittgiilcwky of sending a person, accused <f 
an offence, from India to England, in order to 
he liberated, not to be tried ; and on his asser- 
Jion of the right of exercising a jurisdiction be- 
yond the territories he governed. 

** Gnossius baer Rhadamantbus habet durissima regna^ 
Caitigatque, audii^ue dolot^ subi^gitque fateri.'* 

First be puoisherb, and then be trieth, and lastly com |>elletb to 
confess, und makes and roars lavs at his. pleasure, like as the Ccntu* 
lion, in the holy history, did to St Paul, for the text saitb, ** Cen* 
turioap|)<e]ieiidi Paulum jussit, et se Catenis eligari, et tune intcr« 
rogabit, quis finSset, et quid fecisset/* But good judges and justices 
abhor these couises.” Coke, Jnst. 63. 

My Lord, 

' I F y oil realty considered me as coming under 
4he meaning of those clauses oi 4he a6ls of par- 
liament respefting India, uhich give governors, in 
certain cases, the power .if transportation, in or- 
der to be consistent, according to j our own in- 
terpretation of them, you ought to have sent 
ine to England, not to be liberated, but to be 
tried. jTbe very woids of the a^t of 179S are, 

" there to answer for his, her, or their offence, 

" according to due course of law.” — See the ssd 
of Geo. III. cap. ^2. ^ cxxxii, — Thus the law 
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clearly infci*s an offence, for which a specific pu- 
nishment is provided. I think, then, I have just 
cause of complaint that you did not, at least af- 
ter inflifcling punishment, give me an opportunity^ 
by the forms of a trial, to shew how far I had de- 
served it. Even the judge of hell tries, after 
having punished, an offender. But you, my 
Lord, adopt a course of justice peculiar to your- 
self : I am sent on board a ship, where I remain 
twelve months a prisoner, according to the defi- 
nition of Dr. Johnson, with the constant risk of 
drowning. On arriving in England I naturally 
e.xpefl to be tried according to the provisions of 
the law on which you pretended to a6f. But no 
prosecution is brought, or even meditated. You 
w'ell knew, my Lord, that the circumstances would 
not bear an investigation. You knew that the 
law itself could nor stand the test of a single 
trial. Why then such solicitude that I should be 
kept a prisoner till my arrival in England ? Did 
you apprehend that, if released sooner, I should 
return to participate in the blessings of your free 
government? You could scarcely, I think, have 
formed so false an estimate of my , ambition. 
Your Lordship must therefore pardon me if I 
suspefl the order had no objeft but to gratify the 
yearnings of a tyrannical mind. - 

The instruflions of j’our secretary to the cap- 
tain of the Busbridge are also exceedingly curious 
in another point of view. — " The Honourable 



( 105 ) 

** the Governor General in Coum il direfis me 
to signify to you his most positive ro/nnif/p/rJ.t, 
*' that particular care be taken to prevent the 
escape of Mr. Maclean from the Busbridge, 
** from the period of his embarkation to that of 
“ the ship being quitted by the pilot, or hij any 
** siihequent opportunity that may happen in the 
course of the voyage ; and to acquaint you that 
" you will be held responsible for the security 
" of his person till his arrival in England, ichen 
" you will discharge him, giving due notice of 
“ the same to the secretary of the Court of Di- 
" reflors. " — ( Letter 2 1 . ) — This open and manly" 
assertion of the right of extending your jurisdic- 
tion beyond the territories you govern deserves, 
I believe, the credit of originality. The doc- 
trine indeed has since been adopted, and much 
imj)roved upon, by that friend to good govern- 
ment, Bonaparte. If ever that prince of despots 
should realize his projefl of becoming emperor 
of the West, he will find an emperor of the East 
ready made to his hands' How compendiously 
<win the world be governed ! 

From the nature of . your orders to Captain 
Dobrcc, he could not, but at his peril, suffer me 
to land at Madras, Ceylon, the Cape of Good 
Hope^' thc Brazils, St. Helena, or wherever else 
wc ihight happen to touch, until the, Busbridge 
should arrive in England. After having occa- 
sioned. the dilapidation of my property, and the 
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loss of my business in India, I was not to be per- 
mitted to avail myself of any opportunity that 
mij^jlit occur of settling advantageously in any 
other country, where we might sojourn previous 
to the ship's arrival in England; and this without 
any apparent motive. If you had ordered Cap- 
tain Dobree to throw me out at one of the port 
holes, or to suspend me from the main top-mast 
cross-trees in irons * during the passage, it would 
not have been a more perfect, although a more 
odious instance, of abuse of power, and violation 
®f law and j ustice. 

Since I was consigned to England exclusively, 
not for the purpose of being brought to trial, but 
apparently for your Lordship’s amusement, you 
will perhaps expect that I should bie grateful to 
you for not ha\ing on’rred that my voyage should 
be farther prolonged to America, or perhaps 
round the world ; or that you did not take: the 
fancy of ordering me to be re-shipped for^ndia, 
in order to enjoy in a fuller degree the benefits ol 
your own mild administration. If the King of 

* Wlicri the Busbridge arrived in Madras Roads, it was actually' 
reported in the jdace that I was on bcjard in irons. 'I'hc case, as I 
have here clioscn to bring it forward;, being entirely on principles 
of a public nature. 1 have avoided stating the losses, or the hard* 
ships, which I suflered in consequence of the proceedings of tW. 
Marquis Wellesley 5 or. whicli is of still greater const (juence, the,.; 
injury to my character, (as dear to inc as his can be to (he 
Wellesley), which iiuist have resulted' from * them, .uuce h (ioie 
‘s' /iij oppress, or persecute y it is nreessanf fo defame* 
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Eng-land, my Lord, were to ship any one of his 
subjects for refusing to make him an apology, (a 
thing his most Gracious Majesty would never 
think of exacting if he had the right) in a vessel 
going on a voyage of discovery round the world, 
in order to deprive him of the protection of the 
laws, what would the people of this country think 
of such a proceeding ? But I beg his Majesty 's par- 
don for placing him for a moment in such uncon- 
stitutional company. 

You, my Lord, like other great men, arc ambi- 
tious, even in the exercise of your clemency, of 
displaying an originality of genius. Was it to 
enable me to seek redress for oppression commit- 
mited at the distance of £000 leagues, after having 
despoiled me of all the ordinary means of obtain- 
ing it> that you gave such particular ihstruc- 
-itionsto land mein England only ? For this favor, 
•permit me to acknowledge my particular ■ obli- 
g!Uio^S, as well as for the unostentatious man- 
%e|r in which your secretary announces the graci- 
?‘C^'in*‘ention : "He (the captain) will be held 
■ fespdrtsiblc for the security of your person un- 
'\*?.til his arrival in England, w/ien he is permitted 
•‘:*iitp' x'elease you." What a volume of tyranny in 
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LETTER XXVII. 

To THE MaKQUIS WeIXBSLEY, &C. 

On his extinction of the Lilerty of the Press in 
India, and his establishment of an Imprimatur, 


To subjpct the press fo (he restrictive power of a licencer as 
was formcily done, both before and after the revoliitiojif is to sub- 
ject all freedom of sentiment to the prejudice of one man and make 
him the arbitrary and Infallible judge of all controverted points in 
learning, religion and government.'* 

Blackstonts ComnieniarieSf voL iv. p. 159* 

My Lord, ' 

I have hitherto argued the case between u,s ' 
entirely on the grounds which you have yourself , 
thought proper to take. But the truth is tliat, 
while my refusal to make an apology formed 
a collateral reason for the measures which you. ‘ 
chose to adopt,' a^nd the want of a licence was .I^t 
a mere pretext, indispensible however .ia^o. 3S 
it was the only plea on which you could resort to 
arbitrary proceedings, your principal view was to 
aim, thrbughwnc, a deadly blow at the.liberty of 
the press, ift.' India,, the extinctipn,^ of , which hady 
been a favoritd object of your aiiSbitipn. 
suppose that' you had no motive fpr ^ny expubipn’;-' 
less ridiculous than those which you chose 
self to assign, would *be greatly to, underyifi^^'*/ 
your understanding. You knew^ I pr«uihe, 'i^fi? 
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•was proprietor of a newspaper and a magazine. 
You was also probably informed that I was not a 
person capable of surrendering my right of free 
discussion, or submitting the length, breadth, and 
thickness of my ideas to be squared by the rule of 
any secretary to the government, however inge- 
nious. If so, my Lord, most assuredly you were 
correctly informed. All attempts to limit the 
freedom of discussion, whether made by a banditti 
professing liberty and equalitj', by the rapacious 
usurper of an- imperial throne, or by the tyran- 
nical-governor of a province, I hold in equal dc- 
.'.;>tesfation and abhorrence, and shall ever be ready, 
./accoi^ding to the humble measure of my ability, 
to frustrate or oppose them as becomes the subject 
of a free state. You was therefore perfectly right, 
'consistently with your own views of extinguishing 
the liberty of the press, to contrive ray imprison- 
. ment and removal, for while I remained free. you 
could not have extinguished that liberty, or im- 
'posed yOur favourite imprimatur. ' That such 'was 
’ / yoiir real object is proved beyond a doubt by your 
general regulations for the pi^ss, as well as by the 
. i^icular acts recorded Nos. 7, and 9 of the 

■ pfep^ing con*«pondence. , . . ’ ; 

i Tlp^Wocutnents most clearly shifcw that the 
vjpkii^’of tiot so much directed against 

ViiiO per^riany, ks against the whole system of 
: puM|^^scii^i^n« The editor of the Telegraph 
Ayi^retjuired t^jnake an apology for having inr 
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sorted my letter : “ But I know not,” says he, 
if it will be accepted.” It certainly was not ac- 
cepted. A more abject one was dictated, (No. 5.) 
and the unfortunate editor of the Telegraph 
obliged to insert it under the penalty of transpor- 
tation, having a wife and seven or eight children 
to take along with him. lie had undoubtedly the 
best reason in nature for submitting to an act of 
degradation, and I am far from blaming him for 
it. But the terms of the apology dictated to this 
unfortunate man are so furious a specimen of the 
performance of a Governor of fifty millions of' 
people, in his editorial capacity, that it is worthy ' 
of being studied by the present generation, and . 
transmitted as a model of apologetical perfection 
to posterity. The editor, from error in . 

ment, having inserted a letter in the Tqlegraph'^of , 
the ^8th of April, )inder the signature of Chwles"' 
Maclean, and also a subsequep'fletter ofi^:t/te same ■ 
subject, in the Telegraph of the‘'irf](h;.May, signed ■ 
Habeas Corpus fsaaA the terms of both the said 
letters appear! A/7«, on rc-consideration, to 
be extremely improper, he vs, biduced to apolo- . 
gise for having inserted them ; particulj^/j as the 
writers'of the said letters have ^privilege , 

of animadverting, through' tbb msiSiom of a pub-’ -! 
lie PRINT, i^^bh the'proceedin^ pl' a'court of jus-i , 
tice, and. ot centring the epnweVof a 
cer, for agtsdone in capacity" / V ' 
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Now, my Lord, although from tke novelty of 
your api.lofrctical laboui.s they ought to be treated 
tenderly in a literary or gnminatical point ol'\icw, 
I cannot 'nit n''>tice a lew ctintradictions in sense, 
w'lirh have eseajicd }ou, perhaps in the rapidity 
of diction. In the first place, if wc did not know 
otherwise, we should suppose the editor of the 
1 elegraph Jiad been induced by hinrsclf to make 
a public apology io himself for having commilled 
an error ih judg’nent. We should also suppose 
that the privilege of anin'adverting upon courts 
of justice was new and unknown ; that public 
prints are an uncommon medium of animadver- 
sion ; and that it was altogether unusual to cen- 
sure public officers but for acts done in their w//- 
offiijial capacity. 

In this au.spicious manner, my Lord, commenced 
the war against the press, which you have since 
carried on, in India, wi:h so ranch valour and with 
such uniform success, lincouraged by your first 
victorie.«!, your exploits acquired vigor in their 
progre s, until they at length terminated in the 
ne pluii ultra of human de ipotism, the direful re- 
gulations here pu!>i' -shed, (page 63 &e. regula- 
tions of so exquiiilc .! hue as to dejiirive the li- 
terary label's of Bon.nparte of every njejit of ori- 
ginality, and to call up the blush of en\ y and of 
shame into his pale Corsican cheek. After my 
expiil.sion from India, and the apologies of the 
editor of the Telegraph, the system. of terfor was 
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completely established, throughout the literary 
department, and every error in jiiclginent rciiAereA. 
impossible, by the infallible rnperintendance of one 
of the secretaries to the government. But the 
regulations, by which the newspapers of India 
were definitely chained, w'crc not until some time 
afterw'ards formally transmitted to the different 
presidencies. 

Thus skilfully fettered, my Lord, you have be- 
queathed ihc care of the press to your former 
secretary and worthy siicces.sor, who may enjoy 
the inheritance without incurring the odium of 
the acquirement. The system of licensing, which, 
after the lapse of a' century, you have recalled 
from the tomb, is in more than one respe£l de- 
serving of our most attentive consideration.-— 
Without cnfer:i!g into the merits of the resusci- 
tation at this time of the day, I shall here only 
observe, that your mode, compared with that 
formerly in use under despotic governments, is 
very far from being an improvement. You have 
thought proper to confer tlie office of liccncer 
on one of tijo secretaries to the government, for 
the time being, with or without a salary, it mat- 
ters very little which. Now I should be glad to 
be informed uhder what responsibility to the 
public this licencer is afting ^ He may be changed 
from day to day. He has no characler to sup- 
port in the scientific oriiterary world. He may 
be a very good accountant, and able to .write 
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common letters of business ; but I should doubt 
very much of his skill in jud/^ing of the moral or 
political tendency of publications. I fear, if the 
licencers of the press under the ancient French 
monarchy had not been more exquisite, as well 
as more impartial, and independent, judges of li- 
terary produflions, than the secretaries to our 
Asiatic governments, the world would have been 
deprived of the works of Montesquieu, Helvc- 
tius, Rousseau, and Voltaire. Raynal’s East and 
West Indies, if submitted to your licencers, my 
Lord, would certainly never have seen the light ; 
and the manu-scripts of Bacon, Milton, Shak- 
speare, and Locke, I am rather apprehensive, 
might have been suspefled of containing some 
latent heresy, and condemned to be burnt by the 
hands of the common hangman. And who in- 
,deed can say that already works of the sublimcst 
genius have not been brought to an untimely 
end by your “ arbitrary and infallible judges of 
" all controverted points in learning, religion, 

and government.” 

But do not mistake me my Lord, as admitting 
that, if you had ajipointed ttie most able and the 
most upright man in the ut'-verse as the licencer 
of the press, the system can, unt6er. afty modifica- 
tion, be tolerated ; that it was either necessary or 
.expedient;, or that it is compatible with the exist- 
cjice'of the stiiallwt degree of freedom. In short, 
the right to impose previous restrictions upon 
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jjublications is a pretension too atrocious to have 
been mofle even by the most profligate of our 
lyraiits; and its open avowal is unexampled in 
the modern history of the nation. 

It is a gro^s and most stupid error which appre- 
Itcnds any danger to society from the freedom 
of the press. Was the press free in France when 
every species of atrocity was perpetrated with 
impunity in that country? No! It was always 
in the hands of some demagogue or faflion, 
*' the arbitary and infallible judges, for the time 
beingj of all controverted points in learning, 
“ religion, and government ” — Nay, if the press 
liad been free, it would have been utterly impos- 
sible that the atrocities of that tera could have 
been palliated, concealed, tolei^ned, or com- 
mitted, And V. !,;!t great dilTerenr,? Is there be- 
tween a Freni h dem.igogue, or nM!>'pcr of powcer, 
and an English demagogue or usurper of power? 
He must be a person wholly incapable of deriv- 
ing benefit from instruction, who can impute to 
any man desirous of imposing restrictions upon 
the press, howeverhe may dissemble his views even 
from himself, any other than the most atrocious 
intentions. Of this I am very certain, that he who 
would md^ . strenuously I'esist ipternal oppres- 
sion, being most sensible of the bles.sings which 
we enjoy, W'oul’d also be the most zealous to de- 
feat foreign invasion ; and that the domestic inva- 
der of oiir rights would, on the very same ptin- 
eiple, be the first to betray us to a foreign ene* 
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my. If ever we become incliflTfrcnt to the one, 
we shall by a natural progress soon bo reron- 
ciletl to the other; and then wc should deserved- 
ly sufler the common lot of slaves. 

But if any thing in nature can call forth our 
blushes, how must we redden at our own tame- 
ness, when we jjcru.se the manly language in 
which Milton treated this subject more than a 
century and a half ago ; “We have it not (book- 
" licensing) that can be hcai-d of, from any an- 
“ tient state, or polity or church, nor by any 
“ statute loft us by our ancestors, elder or latter; 
“ nor from the modern custom of any reformed 
" city, or church abroad , but from the most anti- 
“ Christian counsel, and the most tyranneous inqui- 
“ sition thatwere enquiretl. Till then, bookswere 
“ as freely admitted into the world as any other 
" birth; the issue of the brain was no more stifled 
“ than the issue of the womb ; no envious Juno 
" sale cross-legged over the nativity of any man’s 
“ offspring: but if it proved a monster, whodc- 
*» nies that it was justly burnt or sunk into the 
“sea.” Abicovagivica. 

■There is another inconvenience attending the 
3peo.ics of imprimatur which you have-set tip, and 
which; althoug^. it does not coticern , the public 
in genrfcrid/ is a serious grievance to those whom 
it affects ; — Proprietors of JVewspapers may have 
to stop Jhe press, and to disappoint the public, if 
they 'do not krioto, where the Secretaries to the Go- 
vernmenQiave been dining. 
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LETTER XXVIir. 

To THE Marquis Wellesley, &c. 

On his violation of the principles of the British 
Constitution^ hy the open and unprecedented as- 
sumption of the right of laying previous restraints 
upon publications. 


** This liberty (that of the press) is justly dear to every British 
suhjctf. The Constitution admits of no previous restraints upon 
publication* of any desa ip1 ion ; but there exists judicatures wholly 
uuix fh ndfiU of the (wecuti-ce government, capable of caking cogtii- 
saiicc of such publications, as the law deems to he criminal, and 
which aie bound to iiiiiict the punislanent the delinquents may 
dcsei ve." 

Official Correspondence between Britain and Frence^ I805» 

I>. Q<5. 

My Lord, 

It is a curious fact, whether it be considered 
as a coincidence, or only an imitation, that Bona- 
parte attempted to impose the same previous re- 
strictions on the press in Britain, that your Lord- 
ship so successfully imposed in India. On peru- 
sing your regulations (page 6 2, ct seq. ), ,we find 
that the very first rule for the guidance of your 
secretaries in revising the materials for the press, 
enjoins that they shall prevent ail such publications 
as shall appear to them of a certain tendency. 
But it is the law of the land, and the British go- 
vernment, in their olBcial correspondence with 


M 
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that of France, have expressly rocogni/ecl if that 
the British Constifution does not admit that any 
previous restraints should be laid upon publi<'a- 
tions of any defuription : aiul what arc the topics 
which )'ou have ordtMcd not to be discussed ? with 
a few exeeptions, prcriselN such as arc most es- 
sential to b<* known. ()L'<er\ alif>ns on the st'^fe 
of pu^dic credit, the reveniirs\ the finance a ; tlie 
embarkation of troops or specie ; naval or mili- 
tary preparations ; the destination or c\pe(‘tcd ar- 
rival of ships ; the conduct of^overnTnent or any of 
of its offices^ civil or wihtary, marine, conimrrnul, 
or judicial; sfatements with re;;ari.l to tho 

probability of war or peace; observations iendin)^ 
to convey information to an enemy, or to excite 
alarm or commotion within the company’s terri- 
tory ; the republication of such passages from 
European newspajjcrs as may tend to affect tlie 
influence and credit of the British power with the 
nati\ e ^tates. 

Now, in the name of coinir.on sense, I should be 
glad to know 'sshat species of information is left 
for f!:c unhappy editors of newspaners to ( onvoy ; 
unless it be the peiiodiial ablutions of the Brah- 
mins in the river iiotigldv, or the splendid prog- 
ressions of the rio\ernor-Cjencral to the distant 
provinces ? These gentlemen, indeed, will derive 
this miserable advantage from the change, that 
their responsibilify to their readers, and to the go- 
vernment (the laws arc out of the question) will 



( I 15 ) 

l>r clorK'- awnv, sinre 'll! (heir matter must 

l)e sha[)'’ci and T-sliioned accovding* to 

thf' iilear ofsome (iir'oiia seeretarv. and of course 
n\ndori‘(! jkm IcciIv a'j^rcvable to the leclitigs of the 
ino^f noble the C/overnor General. 

You have surely not considered, my Lord, that 
ii’ tncrc he any sid jet t on which publicity is cs- 
s^cntiallv necessiw to a natM>*i, it is that of the 
St. ic and aj prOj>n:ilion oi* its tinan cs. l et us, 
fora nionunf, contrast the darkness with which 
V>u ha\e ci.\4 .»e(i the finances oi India, with the 

love of pubuciiy which forms so prominent and 
ex< Ilent a leaunv in the tmaracter of the jircsent 
( iM ’cellor of t.ic i .xelu*i|ucr, and which, if his 
ambition be of the right kind, he wi.l never de- 
part f» o n. In laying i.eibre the pul, lie a state- 
ment oi' the tiiiarmvH of Great ijriiaiii,^lor the pre- 
sent year, he thus c ^presses hhnself ; 

“ If he ind'jlged an\ pride in the linancial detail 
wii* Ij he had just laid before the House, it was 
this, (hat it is entirely open and without con- 
cealment. ile had ever hemi of opinion that 
(he piiblieitN an i notoriety of the finrmcial af- 
“ fairs ofGrea.t Li ittun i.a • been the prime source 
of her siu iigih and success. He t>u>.(cd tl.is 
frankness a.nd absence of disgu'se wotdd never 
he departed from. Like the old Roman moralist 
he would wish so to build his habitation that 
*' every corner s.houUi ijc open to every eye, and 
every passenger become a spectator ot what was 
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going on ■within. — He believed if there were a 
" system in the world to which this sentiment 
*' might be justly applied, it was the financial sys- 
“ tern of Great Britain. If there was any point he 
"was more ambitious to attain than anothtr, it 
" was the character of p’ omoting that knowledge 
" and publicity. He should look to it on all oc- 
" casion.', and consider it as inseparably connected 
" with tlie discharge of his duty to his country.” 

But your system, my Lord, is that oi darkness, 
mystery, and coiiccahncnf, in every department. 
How, in the fettered state of the Asiatic press, can 
the inhabitants of India, whether European or 
native, know what is doing in Europe, or the in- 
habitants of Europe know what is doing in India 
Commercial men cannot, but by me.ans of private 
correspoiulcncc, even hear of the arrival or de- 
part lire of slups. The consequences of such dread- 
ful ignorance arc loo shocking to bear contem- 
plation. Look at the stale of the continent of 
Eurojje, and say whether that would have been 
so dc.ilorablc as it now is, if the liberty of the 
prc.ss had continued to c.visl, even in a factious 
state, in France. Do you believe that, if the 
press were Jicc at ihiris, ,,onaparte would venture 
to isjsue ordei-s, which are now implicitly obeyed, 
and dare not even be questioned ? Do you believe 
that, if there were a press at Vienna, the recent ra- 
liimities'of the German empire, oc casioned by the 
imbecility, blunders, and treachery of individuals. 
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mijvht not have been averted ? Do you believe 
that, if a free press e\i.stcd at berlin, the wretched 
and mischievous policy of the Prussian Cabinet 
would have so long continued to prevail, to its 
own disgrace, and to the detriment of all Kurope ? 
Do you imagine that if the press of Calcutta had 
eontiuued to enjoy its wonted freedom, even your 
own measures, ray Lord, might not have received 
salutary cheeks, when erroneous, and essential as- 
sistance when correct f 

Such is the powerful nature' of truth, my Lord, 
that, with a free press for its circulation, the per- 
nicious abuses to which so many nations are un- 
happily a prey, would instantaneously disappear, 
and the oppression by which their inhabitants 
arc ground to dust would speedily vanish. Des- 
potism has a n it!.’ra! affinity to darkness; liberty 
to jight. As floHN-rs are niirtufed into blossom 
by the heat and light of the sun, so are the vir- 
tuous propensities of man thrown into action by 
the animating beams of freedom. Lninodcrate 
abstraction or intensit) are ecjnally fatal. 

With a press perfectly free, good institutions 
acquire perfection, and bad ones disappear, but 
the liberty of the press being extinguished, bad 
institutions spring up apace, and scarcely any 
good one can continue to exist. Were I asked what 
part of our glorious constitution it would be 
most fatal to lose, I would answer without hesi- 
tation : " the liberty of the press. Leave me 
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'' that, and I will ensure the rest. IJiif take tint 
avv:iv , an 1 I cuiniot answer a single mommr ^ 
any orh r of the f .brie/' I do not b'''’i \ v . 
n!v I.ord, (for really I do not think \iAi a nr r * 
devil), ih^it at tlu^ {’o-'menreriic.'.i of v<ji.r war 
ajvainst the von had an'- • hn oi the !; ni'th 

v'.ni mii-ht be ie.duc'^'d *o or of the enonron.'i 
criminalii > f)l \ oio* ohiert. l>ut ha' in^ ojii e 
barked, \on the;i;j;!r it incoii.d^lent v. ill- Vi*iir 
dii;nit\' to return. Of what conse(jneiU‘e i^ ir to 
a nation, niv Lord, if r;iey are c’*S''i\ed, wlmner 
the inisehief ari'^^e from ii»noran(V‘ or design r \\ e 
have a grand lesion of colonial alicfiation before 
us, which may show the dan.i»er of arbitrary pro- 
ceedings in our distant provinces. Did not the 
tyranny of Governors, in concuiTenee with inju- 
dicious pretensions of the legislature, fhst pio- 
dacc t!io e discor.tents, wiiich terminated in the 
separa/iop. of America from Great Fh'itain. 'I’hat 
separation may now, indeed, be productive of a 
iroo.I to the Wf)rld which was little fon\seen. If 
the pi'i; I'iples ol sin h me ! as you atirl liouaparfr 
should unliapp Iv prevail Europe, liberty will 
&till have (Wf as) In. ) m tiic iiiii'.erso. 

For the eo;U[)'ir;U) .cTy i..o(ler<ite rricasures of 
otir American governors, hr>\vcver, some p^uisi- 
Mc pretexts, some shadow of justificatiou might 
have existed. But what pos.-.ible justification can 
he ittempted by you, for having utterly extin.- 
jui'.hcd the liberty of the press in India, unless it 
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be* the stale and vaijiic pretext of slate necessity, 
the U'.iuil ar;*Mineiits oi' tyrants '* ? 

'■m) ‘•pal O tlif fa-ji'J, 

ti ■( ' silv, tix' { \ ' .si.t'i 
i V uVi! Ills (li \ .lisll Jot vl*!. 

Mihitu's 

r.LK tliril nnbl’n* inf'n mpv rasilv inis- 

I J m 

i[i]xc !lii\;';:n*Wi('aron (yTthoir own |):irticuiar pro- 
p;'nsil*k'.-s l.ji* t?ie j^f)od of iKo slate, no 

^'f iu*o''ssi(\ , .H }f‘as? no nc.^^ sity under 
witich \on, niv I ovd, as (m)v • rnor General of In- 
d'a. < (v..{d !iOV(' lahoiired, ran bo admitted as an 
e\njsc for ’s i. * »!! )<; the most o'.sovitial principles 
of the I'riii .h con liluMon. Was you oven beset 
vsiin treason, se litior*, insurrection, it would have 
fonned no justification of \our <* nuliicf, since 
tIuMT ^^c:v I'oirts (d’ indie aiiire to try 

<;frc.ncle!*s, bit! ih^* tael is, that there wa . even 
)so \isihlc ])rele':t for \oi;r \’]o’enl attack upon 
tl'iC press. Are the natives o(’ Ind'a become j)o- 
Jiticians ? Or rather, arc they not tiie least refrac- 
tory subjects upon earrli ? Did you dcsi»;n^ by 
diso-ustinj; the ]an^»pean‘-, to conciliaie tliC na- 
tives ? Or vvliat, in the name rf wonder, could 
your intentions have l>ccn ? Was not the press 
much more free, or Jicenfioiis if you wiiJ, under 
the administration of Mr. Hastings, and other 


* I find i vas inistakrn. .Since Ihi.s was writieu the /7/>/?rol////oji 
0fthe CfiUTt of Directors has hern pie in dt i'eiyrc of the Mar- 
iiui& s edict for the regulation of the prc''?. 
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Governors, than it was, at any time, diirii.t^ fliaf 
of your Lordship? They, particiilarlY Air. Hast- 
ings, were even personal I v affackod. But they 
had too much conscious dignity and good sense 
to resent these ephemeral elfiisions of disi ontent, 
and too much wisdom to think of restraining the 
liberty of the press, on account of its occasional 
licentiousness. '• Good men,” says Junius to 
*' whom alone I address myself, appear to me to 
"consult their piety as little as their judgment 
" and experience, when they admit tlic great and 
" essential advantages accruing to society from 
" the freedom of the press, }et indulge fhem- 
" selves ill peevish or passionate exclamations 
“ against the abuse of it. Betraying an unrea- 
" sonable expectation of benefits pure and en- 
tire from any human institution, they, in cf- 
"■ feet, arraign the goodness of Providence, and 
" confess that they are dissatisfied with the com- 
" mon lot of humanity.” Prelace. 

After disobeying the ui^ders of the Court of Di- 
rectors. and treating the i>rinciples of the British 
constitution with eontem]»<, what more could be 
e.xpected but that, if there were no obstacle but 
your own iiulination :, yoi. would have declared 
yourself independent of both ? But your reslric- 
jions on the press constitute by far the most ex- 
traordinary measure that I have heard or read of 
in civilijjed times. It is even the most extraordi- 
nary act of your owi» government. If there 
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tvere really any rational grounds for a measure 
of political audacity, on which very few Gover- 
nors would have chosen to venture, y^i, my 
Lord, with all the ingenuity that belongs to you, 
will no doubt be able to explain. At present, 
however, it must be regarded as a singular ph«e- 
nomcnon in the history of British government, 
that the press, in our great Pastern empire, sltould 
be subjected to restrictions, which would be reck- 
oned disgraceful in any of our little islands in the 
Wesi Indies, of which the inhabitants are princi- 
pally slaves. 

These rcstriflions I shall first consider, as they 
are a violation of the British Constitution, ic/i/c/i 
admits of no previous restraints upon publications 
of any description ; and for this dof;drine, without 
going back into antiquitv, f will quote an autho- 
rity to which even yo.i.- Lordship will not ob- 
ji VI : I mean that of Lord Hawkesbury. It is yet 
in the recollcftion of every one, that, while this 
Is'obleman was Secretary of State for Foreign 
Afiairs, Bonaparte roused the utmost indignation 
of every British subje£l, by attempting to di6late 
limitations to the press of this country, not how- 
ever one tenth part so degrading as those you have 
imposed upon the press of India. When “ the 
first of a Jong series of confibis between the 
‘ f greatest power in the world, and the only free 
*' press remaining in Fmrope */’ began. Lord 
* Sir ]ame» ^^ackinto.sh^ »l}eecb on tbc trial of Peltier. 
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Hawkesbury^in his answer to M. Otto’s represen- 
tations ( fee correspondence between Great iUi- 
tain and France, &r. 1803, p. ue), declared ihc 
liberty of the press to be “ justly dear to evt ry 
" British subjetl. The consul idion arimihi of /,o 
PREVIOUS restraints upon publications of any 
" description ; but there exist judicatures, wholly 
independent of the executive government, capable 
“ of taking’ cognizance ol such publications as 
** thelawdeems tohe criminal, and which are bound 
“ to intlifl the punishment the delinquents may 
“ deserve.” 

hJow I beg you will have the goodness care- 
fully to compare (his clear, and luminous expo- 
sition of the noble Secretary of State, with your 
own general regulations for the press in India, and 
with your summary proceedings in my ( ase, and 
to tell us whether you think you have not viola- 
ted the principles of the British Constiiutioi-, of 
common justice, and of common sense ; whether 
you, a mere Governor of a province, ha\e not tak- 
en upon yourself to do that which his gratioiis 
MajcNty cannot do, and that which has inner been 
claimed by any branch of his illustrious house, 
to impose previous restraints upon put,! ic at ions, of 
which the constitution oj this country does not ad- 
mit. 

The murderer of his friend, whom we so justly 
abhpr, only takes away the life of one individual, 
by”which, if deteded, he forfeits his own. But 
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th(* successful invader of the freedom of the 
press, deprives us all of the condition which alone 
renders life worth the holding, and of the means 
of exposing and punishing his own iniquities. 
Instead of my own crude thoughts, let me 
state the ideas of Milton on this subjeft, which 
may be considered as a genuine instance of the 
sublime : *' Who kills a man, kills a reasonable 
“ creature, God's image; but he who destroys a 
" good book, kills reason itself, kills the image 
of God, as it were in the eye. * * * * We 
should be wary therefore what persecution we 
“ raise against the living labours of public men, 
“ how we spill that seasoned life of man, pre- 
*' served and stored up in books ; since we see a 
“ kind of homicide may be thus committed, 
•' sometimes a nnartyrdom, and if it extend to the 
“ whole impression a kind of massacre, whereof 
“ the execution ends n®t in the slaying of an 
“ elemental life, but strikes at that ethereal and 
fifth essence, the breath of reason itself, slays 
an immortality rather than a life." 

Arcopacitica. 

An admirable idea of Dc Lolme on the liberty 
of the press, is so peculiarly applicable to' the 
present subject, that I cannot help quoting it : 

In short, whoever considers what it is that con- 
•' stitutes the moving principle of what tve call 
" great afraii*s, and the invincible sensibility of 
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man to the opinion of his fellow creatures, will 
** not hesifatc to affirm, that if It were possible 
for the liberty of the press to exist in a despo- 
tie government, and (what is not less difficulty 
" for it to exist without changing the constitu- 
tion, this liberty of the press would alone form 
a counterpoise to the power of the prince. If, 
for example, man empire of the East, a sanefu- 
ary could be found, which rendered respectable 
by the ancient religion of the people, might 
insure safety to those who should bring thither 
*■* their observations of any kind ; and that, from 
thence, printed pa]>ers should issue, which, iin- 
dcr a certain seal, might be equally respected ; 
and wdiich, in their daily appearance, should ex- 
amine and freely discuss the conduct of the ca- 
dis, the bashaw’s, the vizir, the divan, and the 
sultan himself ; that would introduce iinmcdi- 
atcly some degree of liberty.*" To this ingeni- 
ous idea I will just add that, if any man, of a ro- 
mantic turn of mind diametrically opposite to that 
which distinguishes yoiir Lordship, had taken the 
fancy of introducing into India, that sanctuary 
mentioned by De Lolmc, there is no place upon 
earth whore he could ha 'c done it with less risk 
of danger. 
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LETTER XXIX. 

To THE MaUQUIS Wp.LLESr.EV, iVC- 
.// feic zcorth or? his gcnern: government. 

*• lOgci it:i (•om[)c*ri, omnia rcgna, civitatos, nationts, usque eo 
pros pc rum iinpcriuin habuisse, tium apuii eos vcra consilia value* 
runt.’* Sallust, 


I wirx now, my Lord, ask any man of 
the smallest particle of candour, what could have 
been expected from that arbitrary spirit, of 
which I have given such damning specimens, 
when carried, as it must have been, into the 
various branches of the administration of public 
affairs, but that it should produce, among the 
native powers o.' India, disgust, irritation, re- 
volt, and war ? Accordingly during the whole 
course ot your administration, India has expe* 
rienced these calamities in so full a measure, 
as scarcely to have enjoyed a single day of 
repose. 

Nor let our common sense be insulted by 
being told, that it argues great talents in a Go- 
vernor General, with a numerous and one of 
the best composed armies in the world, together 
with the whole power and influence of the Bri- 
tish empire at his back, to vanquish, either iu 
cotfjunction or detail, the half-disciplined rabble 
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of a few petty princes of India. To those \\ho 
are acquainted with the country ; uch boasts 
must appear ridiculous in the highest degree. 
It a scliool-boy were placed at the head of ti'C 
government of India, I niainiain that lie could 
not, but by -superseding the King’s and the 
Company’s old and experienced officers, to 
make room for his own ignorant- or inexpe* 
ricnced favourites, avoid conquering. But this 
no Governor could do while the liberty of the 
press existed. He cou.d not, but by the extinc- 
tion of that liberty, prevent the aflliirs of Bri- 
tish India from flourishing, almost without a 
battle. 

There might, indeed, have been a time, as in 
the admini'tiMtiun ol Mr. ilasli igs, when to 
have even pres^ t veu a footing in India required 
energy and wisdom. There might have been a 
period, as durin- the mud administration of Sir 
John Si'.orc (Lord Tcienmontii ), when, from 
the discontents of the ai my (I was there at the 
time, and : critical period it was) it required 
the most consuniinate prudence to restore or- 
der and safety.*' Hut we do not find that these 
Covirnors thouglit ihenisclves authorised, or 
thought it would contribute to promote their 

• lo «uoh a height ha<i thi«! clanger arisen, that it was even re- 
ported at CaUutta, (hat the cdTicers <»f one of the distant can ton - 
meats had put' the Commander in Chief (Genciai 
mndcr arrest. 
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views, to impose i e.it nations upon the press, to 
biiMutbId tiic pi ojjle. Certiiitily, at either of 
tiie«e periods, the intemp'-rance which has cha- 
racterised your govcriiiiicnf , iny Lord, would 
intailibly have lost India. And it remains yet 
to be proved that the precarious advantages 
which, under the most f.ivourable circuin- 
st..nces, you have lately gained by dethrone- 
ments. bloodslie I. and battles, inighr nat have 
been more liriniy secured by prudent negocia- 
tion. 

B'lt a single moment’s reflection will teach 
us that the pu’e ignorance which prevails on 
these subjects in Europe is entirely to be atlri- 
biifed to the extinction of the liberty of the 
puss i 1 India. At cveiy step, in Jcefl,we meit 
wiili some cai.imitous consequence of that ex- 
tiaordinary ineaMue; and tiie lariher we travel 
tiio moie dismil will the prospect appear: 
“ Let it be instilled into your children, let it be 
"impressed upon your minds," says Junius, 
" that the liberty of the press is the paUadium 
" of ad the civil, political, and religious rights 
" of an Englishman." 

Those who wish to know the extent to which, 
in your tran.sactions with the native powers, 
you have pushed what are commonly, although, 
perhaps, not very justly, called MachiavcIian 
principles of policy, will be able, notwithstand- 
ing the'great pains that have been taken to dis- 
guise them from the world, to collect much 
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information from the investigations that arc 
now afloat. I recollect, after my expulsion 
from India, reading some justification of your 
conduct in commencing hostilities with Tippoo, 
deduced from documents aftcncarcls found in 
tile capital of that unfortunate monarch. My 
exclamation at the time was, and it happened 
to be prophetic, what a valu.ible depot of justifi- 
cation will Seringapatam prove to the Marquis 
Wellesley 1 Your general and very commodious 
doctrine towards the Princes of India, especially 
since the fortunate discovery of that depot, may 
be summed up in a few words : “ If you keep 
** up an intercourse of friendship with any 
** power, which may give rise, iu my hreast, to 
suspicions of hostile intentions towards the Bri- 
“ tish Government, I will immediately declare 
" war against you,- sack your capital, and em- 
“ ploy my Persian translator to comment upon 
the pancr.s purporting to be your correspon- 
dence with other powers, that may he found 
“ iu your cabinet, which conimentaries I will 
“ publisli to the world, to sl)ew that you were a 
“ traitor to the Ihitir-h power, and that I was 
“ Justified iu attacking you But farther, I 
would have you to know, that it is my fixed 
dcteririinatioii, if any correspondence shall be 
" JbuUd in t^e cabinet of any dethroned prince, 
hostile icishes on yqur parts to 
pqwer, to punish you, or if by 
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“ death you should elude luy grasp, your poste- 
“ rify, with dethront nient and loss ol' territory, 
“ at least ; and that I shall consider all mutual 
“ expressions of regard, in the common hyper- 
“ bolical stile of Asiatic compliment, as inferring 
“ the crime of hostile wishes against the British 
“ power.” 

Such, my Lord, without any strained inference, 
is a correct abstract of your doctrines of the laws 
of nations ; and they are of so extravagant a na- 
ture, that tiie public will be curious to know the 
Groiins’s, tlie P idlndorfs, and the Vattcls of 
the East, whom you deigned to consult as your 
autlionties. But lest I should be suspected of ex- 
aggeration, I must particularly request the reader 
would peruse a pamplilet, printed for H.H. Evans, 
Pail Mall, entitled. The Varnatic (iitr^tion comi- 
(leied, in a hotter to a jlrr/ijcr uf Parliament, &c. 
Thc*re he will find ably and persp'cuoinly detailed, 
by a gentleman possessing much local as wdl as 
general knowledge of Asiatic allairs, the extraor- 
dinary tiansa6tions relating to tlu ('cthroncment 
ot the Nabob of the Cainafic, which Afr. Slieridan 
sf‘ repeatedly and so forcibly characterised, in the 
House of Commons, by the epithets unjust, inhu- 
man, and atrocious. 'I he frequent absence of 
this genCeman from Parliament, on the recent 
discussions of Asiatic alFairs, has to many been the 
subject of surprise and i egret. But thole who 
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know tliC un;ilt<'r;ible pritu-iplfs of that eloqu.nt 
statesman and patriot, and (li. i ht* stand*; irrcvo 
CiiMy pledged to wipe ..wav a (oiil slain from iho 
c!a:aci(rof tlic ronnlry. by bringing this most 
iniquitous Iransacrion before llu: legislature, to 
bo by them, in its principles and in its conse- 
quences, most solemnl)' disavowed, temain con- 
fident in their cxpecfations that his pledge will 
not be long unredeemed. 

Your conduct (ovards some other Princes of 
India are already in a train of I'iscussion before 
parliament. From the ronfiiKion and doubt which 
will pur;)osely bo attempted to be thrown on them, 
it will, perliajjs, be difiicult lor the public to lorin 
a true judgment of their merits or demerits. But 
I think no man can fail to understand, tliat to go 
through tlie soieimi mockery of treaties with 
Princes, whom those who sign them declare r.vt 
to be iudependeui of tlio Company, to whom, “ in 
all tl'.e foinis ol' peremptory obsequiousness,” 
they d;. ! ;te in respect 'o tiicir military, adminis- 
trative, and, I may al.aost say. down to tlieir 
culinary, establic.' tneni.-, i.. one c-f iho most im. 
pudeiit pieces of acting v itJi wbicii the world liao 
ever been ..isulte-d, or by wliieh iiuinanily has 
ever been outraged. That pidicy which consists 
m violatitig tlic essence, w hile prolessiug respect 
for the forms of justice, is tiisgracefal to tlie last 
degree- to a ciyiliscd nation. 1 should be glad to 
ask any Asiatic Clovernor or Membe-r of Council, 
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'.\}) It riuhfs they consider those unhappy P' inccs, 
v\li() neitiier enjoy tlic dip'nity of j.id. pt'n !cnt 
sovcrv'gn'^-, or the seourily of ordinary Milyects, 
to posset's ? To answer the question sail^faclorily 
would, I Lu lieve, pnz/le the most ingenious ca- 
suist auioug th m. It is, however, vt-y easy to 
answer it triil\. Tiiey luve no rights whatso- 
ever; but are wholly dependent on the will of the 
Company’s Governors. Tiicir condition is even 
more precarious than that of an African slave, 
who has at least the interest of his o>vner as a 
guarantee for his personal security. 

To persons wholly unacquainted with the affairs 
of India, the siibjeci ntay be obscure and disgust- 
ing. Those, however, who dislike the labour of 
wading through voluminous documents, will find a 
tokrably correct image of the state of that coun- 
try. in the a<?tu.il situation of France and its sur- 
rounding tributaries and vassals, now falsely dig- 
nified with the name «»f fioederative states ; the 
principles pursued by you in India being precisely 
the same which, when ajtcrxcards pursued by 
IVmaparte in Europe, deservedly encountered the 
rej)ro;uh and execration of the world ; nor do 
V, ii i.it ions of lurpitude depend solely upon digrccs 
of rlimate. 

To what tribunal can the miserable natives of 
India, if their Msts should be levied by military 
execution, if they should be oppressed by Eurg- 
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pean magistrates, or dethronrd by a Governor 
General, resort for redress ? Wlicre can tliey 
find a press through which to utter their gnains r 
Not one. They must be all buried in the com- 
passionate bosom of some Secretary to the Go- 
vernment ! Still less can the aggrieved Princes, 
or subjetfts, of India, penetrate through the clouds 
of misrepresentation and sophistry, by which their 
claims are purposely obscured, or hope as to pro- 
cure redress in Europe ? Under the present sys- 
tem it is utterly impossible. The miserable native 
has nothing to do but to submit. But it is asto- 
nishing that it should be expected by any Gover- 
nor, that the pitiful alfectation of respect to the 
riglits of the natives, which consists in deposing 
one nabob, and setting up another more obse- 
quious, should pass for aught but robbery, on any 
person in the iiitellectual scale above the rank of 
an ideot. If the benefit of the natives formed 
any part of the consideration, it would be much 
better consulted by allowing the deposed Nabobs 
and tl'u a- families a provision proportionate to 
the revenues of which li cy had hem deprived, 
taking their territories avowedly under the juris- 
diction of the Company, ond admitting the inha- 
bitants to all the privileges of the English laws. 

If our authority must be c.stcndt d, it should be 
.done in the manner least prejudicial, or rather 
mo.st advantageous, to the natives. But on the 
present inoot odious system, precisely the reverse 
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J5> the case. The people arc subjected to double 
burdens, since they must raise the tribute paid by 
the nabobs to the Company, and bear the cxpcncc 
of their own gr,\ eriimonis besides. Under such a 
regime there can be no justice^ there can be no 
sec urity, there can be no safety, there can l;c no 
])ea(e. livery thin<^ is essentially arbitrary, capri- 
cious, and despotic , and it would be Jess cruel to 
the feelings of the miserable native to leave him 
exposed to the incursions of the irregular plun- 
derers of his country, than to subject him to the 
more certain atid systematic depredations of fo- 
rign tyrants. Dc{)rived of the benctits of the Eng- 
lish laws, as well as of the laws of nations, which 
Ave are falsely taught to believe in this country they 
generally enjoy, what encouragement have the na- 
tives ol fm!/a to < ome under the English voke, or 
the princes to remaiii faithful to the engagements 
they may have formed ? The world shouhl be in- 
formed whether a system so atrocious be the oil- 
spring of your own brain, or begot by the Court of 
Dircctoi*s or Eoaul of ControuL At all events it Is 
necessary to the honour of this country, that the 
monster should be solemnly and formally disavow- 
ed by the government of the parent state. 

There are two points more on which 1 shall 
touch in this letter. The first respects the use you 
have thought proper to make of your council. Their 
names can no more avail you in my case than the 
approbation of the Court of Directors of your edict 
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rcspccliui; the press. If Is well known, and T .shall 
ha\e no diilicultj. in pro\i.i» it, that } on luicerc- 
nionioiisly disponsc'd with fh'.' .'iiithorit_\ of yotir 
roiim i! as oiK'ii as vou tlioiiiiiil proper or cojneni- 
nit. in somr considerable state transactions you 
even never oonsnilcd llu in. I'hcir names being so 
regnlarlv emploved in in} rase is therefore only an 
ailditional proof that yon fell your ( ondiicf eoiild 
not stand ii[)on its own merits. It is of little im- 
portance to eiKjuiro whether the members of your 
eouncll were equally disposed with yourself to at- 
tack the personal freedom of the subject, and llie 
liberty of the press, and whether they held the prin • 
ciples of the British constitution in equal eontempt, 
or only granted their sanction to your measures 
fiom a culpable eoinjilaisancc, as the discover) 
would in no respect alter the state of facts. I there- 
fore onlv advert to this in passing, that I may have 
an opp.ortiinily of remarking on the lamentable in- 
clfu lcncv, I'ov !roo(l /jurf)<i.w, that exists in the pre- 
scni organization of the Bengal government. In 
thefirsi place, the (jo\e nor General may act con- 
trary t<J the opinion of '.i.s eouiuil, if they should 
be unanimous ag iiast him. In the next place, the 
commandei- 'v niirfof'ihr /'wees is the second mem- 
ber of the (ivi/ government of a country contain- 
ing fifty (now nearer li.xt) ) millions of inhabitants. 
The other counsellors, two in number, are generally 
taken from the Company’s senior servants, of whom 
it can be no disparagement to say that, deeply con- 
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vcrsaiis as they may be with thr priiieiples and prac- 
tice of commerce^ tiiey cannot l)e <npj)Osed to have 
!iad siiflicient experience ©f the priiu iplcs of the 
r5rjtish consiiturion, or of the lav/s of nations^ for 
riyhth discharging the functions of such ini- 
j)ortant oHices; and in proof 1 need only refer the 
reader to the facts contained in the preceding pa- 
ges. 15ut besides the descripiion, the number of those 
wlio (oinpose the go\ ernmenl of such a mighty cm- 
[)ire, c\cn if llie power were more equally divided* 
V, ould seem ('xtreincly disproportionate. Theii 
number is no'.v Ibiir. In the time of Mr. Hastings, 
they <‘o!isis(ed^ I think, of seven, when the extent 
of territory was not near so considerable. I do not 
lK‘lie\c that the disputes which then existed in the 
councils of Bci'jgal tended either to diminish the vi- 
gour or justice oi'rl * yov’ernrnciit; and I hold it just 
as pernicious a doctrine to restore them to harmony 
bv a reduction of their numbers, as to curtail the li- 
berty of llie press, in order to destroy its licentious- 
ness. If we. wish for precedents, tlie Dutch Dasf 
Indgj councils, when Holland was a IVec nation, 
were comjjoscd of inaiiy members, altiiough their 
ferriiorics were, comparatively, of very trilling ex- 
tent. In 1703,. while Holland yet enjoyed some 
degree of freedom, three commissioners were sent 
out to examine into all the abuses of their diflfev- 
ent governments in India. The example seems 
worthy of imitation. These are points so obvious 
that it appears to me no man of an unsophisticated 
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mind, >vho has not a strong predilection for tyranny, 
will controvert them. At all evenis, it appears that 
in the j)resent state of Asiatic afiairs, while indiNM-^ 
nals are entrusted with such inordinate power, it is 
essential to the interests of the parent stale that a 
frequent sweep should bo made of the councils, as 
well as the Governors, of India. 

1 have heard it urged as an obj.eflion to your 
accusers that your administration is well jpoken of 
by some of those who have returned from bnlia. 
iJut the premises may be very true without the eon* 
sequences attempted to be dedured from tluun 
being at all just. If, however, suc h testimony could 
possibly be divested of the suspicion ol’ j)artiality, 
what would avail the w-eight of iwcrc opinion a- 
gainst the evidence of fa6ls? Those who approve of 
such conduH as I have depicted must be either of 
ti^e same arl)ilrary (iisj)osition with yourself, and 
speak fro'u ^\nii)aThy, or they ha^c not attended 
to the subject and speak at I'andom, or they are 
your ni'cre erenturcs. M. ny o! those, indee d, who 
have' rr ; .irncfl from India aith fc;rtunes for the last 
years, must be ]}ersons, wheun you have promoted, 
or served, or ha\e ruined ; and, in either 

case, they 'WC you obligations. It is therefore 
cjuite natural that they should cxj;ress them. If 
we consider, indeed, that thcallhirs oftii>y millions 
of Asiatic inhabitants have been administered by a 
few thousand Europeans, under your Lordshij)’s pa« 
tronage, for seven years, it would be surprising, if a 



( 1S7 ) 

considerable proportion of these Europeans did not, 
from those feelings of interest and dependence com- 
mon to men, have some leaning of partiality towards 
you. To this reasoning, as derived from the most 
prominent principles of human nature, I would ad- 
vise tlic people of this country, in forming their 
judi-ineut of your condu6l, stri611y to attend. Even 
with these powerful sentiments, operating in your 
favour in the breasts of Anglo-Asiatics, I will ven- 
ture to afiirm, that, if polled, a great majority of 
them ouid decide against you*; while if they were 
unanimous in your praise, opinion, as I have said, 
can avail nothing against the testimony of fa^s. 
The gontletnen of the Madras and Bombay estublish- 
m-.-nts, who m.ay be supposed bettor, as being less 
biassed judges of your condufl, than those of. Ben- 
gal, do not, as far at 1 c-vi learn, speak' in high 
terms of the merits of your administration,' or ad's, 
mire the system, which you havc carried to sitch,., 
perfection, of deposing N.ibobs, s, which they even 
seem to think may be convcrieil into a lucrative 
trade. , , 
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LETTER XXX. 

To THE MARQris Wellesley, &c. 

Cornp'irisofi of his nteomres with ihoftr of Bonaparte, 
and qf all the factions who have succeeded each 
other in France during the revolution. 

■ 1, demens. cf scevas rurre per aipcs, 

Ut put'll phcraii, et declamatio fias 

Jvx', Sat. X. V. 1 () 5 . 


My Lord, 

Tiik posscssjon of unlimited power, under si- 
milar circumstances, will always produce similar ef- 
fects on the ambitious mind. The factions that 
have succeeded each other during the French revo- 
lution, the usurper w’ho has supplanted them, and 
you, my Lord, in the eastern world, havc'all display- 
ed a similar eagerness to establish despotism at homo, 
and, like so many modern Alexanders, a boundless 
irage for foreign conquest. 

^ Unus pellar*) jiiveni suflicit or])is, 
inft !u aui^usto liniitc inumii. 

Btit' none of you, excepting the Macedonian raad- 
mianl fehiild have given full svping to your unbridled 
desii'e^, tlfftil you had first mu2:zlcd tbst iipplacablc 
eheitiy toiiMJtistice, — thalt appropriate scourge of 
’'hTum^n.^lft'feedness,*T-the pjjess.' Alexander, indeed, 
l^id WO 'free press to mli/zlc, and conseqnenily not 
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much freedom of any kind to destroy. He must 
tlierclorc he acquitted in part of the atrocities so 
deliberately committed by his imitators in confjuest. 
It remained for modern vandalism to adopt metho- 
dical plans — nior.sTED .systems — for repliinj^ing the 
world into darkness and barbarism. But my bii.sincss 
is at present more especially with your Lordship. 

The extraordinary restrictions laid upon the press 
in India are not alone worthy to be considered 
as they arc a violation of the British Constitution. 
They also deserve our most serious attention as their 
immediate effect i.s to re establish despotism and in- 
crease ignorance throughout Asia; a^ they deprive 
the inhabitauts ol India of authentic information 
respecting the state of Kurope, and the inhabitants 
ol Kurope of nut henlic information respecting the 
state ol' India ; an.d f vdly as they concur with the 
impious views of Bonaparte, of establishing despo- 
tisin, ignorance, and barbarism, over the face of the 
earth. If seems, indeed, its if there had been a cer- 
tain emulation between you ; and truly you hav'e 
both been wonderfully successful. Could you have 
shuok hands across the Isthmus of Suez, what con* 
gratulations might hav'e passed on the conclusive 
results of your respective atchievements ! The one 
had conquered the liberty of the press' in France, and 
almost in I'.urope the other had extinguished it in 
Asia. (The annihilation of personal and every 
other freedom follows of course.) You might in 
future banish, imprison, or even behead, without 
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any one daring to communicate the tidings to the 
public. You might render the fortiuudc and great 
pcoplcj over whose destinies you ]}rcsidcd, as igno- 
rant as your hearts could wish or your puq>o.ses re- 
quire. You might assume aji active and positive, as 
well as a negative, eoiitroiil over the press. 

Kulogiumsupo?) your upright a».!ministr:uion, be- 
nevolence, wisdom, integrity, and knowledge, being 
thus gravely and pompously transmitted to othei* na- 
tions, by your own pure vcl/ieles of inrelliecnce, how 
would the multitude gape and mai vt l at the proili- 
gious taletits of sueh mighty men ! — Is it anv won- 
der that this horrid system should produce the most 
deleterious ellects iij>on your own minds- — The 
extravagant adulations of the Frejich and Asiatic 
presses remind me of a powerful man of antiquity, 
who did not even find the incense too strotig, whem 
one of his parasites told him that the verv turbot 
on his tabic had longed for the honour of being 
caught for his use : J/wc ca))i vohiit. On which 
Juvenal makes a remark enfortunalely not less ap- 
plicable to modern than it vvas to ancient times: 

— Niliit fst, qiiotl crcderc de sc 
Koii cuni laudatur din a:qua putcstati> 

' iv. V* 70. 

Without meaning you a compKinenf, I do think, 
iny Lord, that you are not unworthy of being coin- 
pared Boftapavte. Akhou^h a trite,it is here a 
very ^^^osite Remark, that extremes meet. I will 
no^ be.'So unmannerly as to apply to a man of } our 
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rank the ada^e : stuhi dum fuginnt tdtfa in confraria 
cirr^imln But it h.iis so happened that although Bo- 
nap arte in his revolutionary^ and you in your anti- 
revolutiojnry rau(', have been ti'avellini^ in opposite 
di edions, you have at leni^*^th met on the very snm- 
inli of c!rs])ot!*-m. 

Y<)rir apoiui> of rovaify when you caused a throne to 
be cre( tetl al Madras, for the purpose of receiving 
t!ie A}nr>ass:ulor.s of the native princes, will not vea- 
diiv he for^’otien In' the ollicors of the coast, who 
arc mU so imu h accustom^ d to pomp, and shew, n5> 
those <jf Ih-ii^a!, and despise effeminate and \a'a- 
glorious parade. Such ]>rofusion as was practised ^ 
on that occadon was never witnessed in India. When 
you incdltated an o\<‘ursion to Scringnpatiim, atid 
d(UermiiK*4l to :r lonish tiie natives by bringing llie 
(Jovornor and ('oiin i! of Fort St. George in your 
train ; when the road iVoiii Madras to Vellore was 
lined witli troops for the splendid occasion, and 
thousands of Barcalics* were daily ernployed to 
water the roads, you must have been truly in your 
c .'eimnit. What a pitv that tiie delusion could not 
continue for ever ! W hat a contrast with your silent 
and unnoticed landing in England ! Can any thing 
more resemble these proceedinos than the j)roccS“ 
sions of Bonaparte and Josephine through the de- 
graded provinces of Fiance, whpn the roads were 
watered and strewed with roses for tlieir recepfiou?. 
Power has such similar i.ntoxic:ui:>g e/Iects upon 
vain minds, that it w'ouki be difiicuU to say to 

♦ Watei-carrieri, with hurset anJ leather bajjs. 
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which of you the follovvinp^ pompous communica- 
tion belonged : As a mark of //?i/ fwcourabh ac- 
ceptance of your services, I have this day appointed 
you to be o//e of rni/ honorary de-Camp ; a dis^ 

liftetion whii'h I ha\e reserved for such officers as 
have proved highly meritorious in the field, or in the 
conduct of negocintions with foreign states Upon 
reading this to a friend, he asked me if it was not a 
translation from the Moniteur. 

When we consider these events, not merely as 
causes of regret to the world, but as matter of cu- 
rious speculation, we arc forced to acknowleilgc 
that oar surprise and indignation are loss power' 
fully excited by the despotism of a man educated 
in France, and inured to the disci{)line of armies, 
than by that of a man educated in Great Britain, and 
issuing from the very bosom of the British Senate. 
In grapling with the doclrincs of Brissot, by whirls 
you mounted to the government of India, I fear, 
iny Lord, you insensibly became a zealot, and 
Idst sight of that decency, which is due to the 
fecling^ of mankind. Even Bonaparte, while im- 
posing shackles on the p» ess of France, as strong 
as those which you have imposed on that of Asia, 
deemed it too scandalous, by regulations duly 
transmitted to his Secretarie^s, to make an ‘open a- 
vowal of his profligate tyranny. In not adding in- 
sult to injury, there Is a .merit, although of the ne- 
fialivc kind. ' 
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It Will be matter for the serious consideration of 
the people of this country, wliefher, if you arc suf- 
fered to escape the punishment of your crimes, the 
nex-t step will not be to procure you a scat in the 
Cabinet ; and if that unfortunate event should ever 
happen, I confess I, for one, should be^in in ear- 
nest to despair of my country. Let us for a mo. 
ment consider the prospect. In the first place, 
what concord could subsist between you and those 
members of Ihe administration, whose recorded opi- 
nions, if ariv faith ran be jdaced in man, are so dia- 
metrically opposite ? How could Mr. Fox, Mr. She- 
ridan, Lord Ilowii'k, or Lord Erskinc, ever act with 
a man who has utterly extinguished in Asia that li- 
berty of the press, for which they have nobly fought 
so manv b:ilfle.s in Fiiropc? How could the chan- 
cellor of the E.xcin p' v, without suppressing iht' 
amiable ingenuousness of youth,- and forgetting all 
the wise doctrinc.s of his venerable father, mi.v his 
councils with so impure a stream ? How could that 
independent and mos.t respectable member of par- 
liament, Mr. Whitbread, the formidable enemy of 
delinquency, vote in unison w'ith a man under the 
imputation of such serious bflences against the state 
How could Mr. Wilberforce, and those independ- 
ent members -of parliament, who conscientiously 
act wi’th him,’ as the steady supporters of our con- 
stitutional liberties, bear to behold a man iri the 
councils of the nation, who h.as most shaiiiefully vi- 
olated every principle of freedom, and reduced the 
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inhabilanfs ol‘ .Vsia as n.’arJy as poS'iblc fo the con- 
dition of Af. lean s'aves ? Itow could (• -^s illc, 
■Wiiidliani and Minto, the sa.<>c and success <‘iil 
pions of onr national indcj)cndcnce a])i<ja(h ever 
Kinclion domestic principles ol government, which, 
if not etjually odious with, would in the end infal- 
libly lead to foreign subjagafion ? 

Thcisc, however, arc romjjaratively triflitig dan- 
gers. What security should W'* have, or at least 
what confsdence could wc fccI, ih.it a person of 
precisely the same despotic j'riuciplos with Ihnia- 
parte, a person who lias introduced banishment and 
slavery into India on the very same footing that I’-o- 
naparfe has introduced them into Trance, would not 
rombino with him foi the destnu don of our free- 
dom ? It is at least cxccedingiv uanirai that a man 
who hates freedom should endeavour fo destroy it 
— that a man who has given the most unequivocal 
proofs r)f attachmarit to arbitrary principles, shouhl 
rather w^ ar gilded chains under the swav of a bro- 
ther d- qiot, than rcmai i subject to the rutle and 
«nc!:> inerly animadvct’sions of a free ])rcss. Tl'c 
libertv of (be press, it shoiiki never be forgotten, is 
the most ])0wcrful end , the sole cfiicient/ friend of 
freedom, as it is the most powerful and the sole ef- 
ficient enemy of despotism.’ It is tl^refore natii- 
lally detested of tyrants ; for "whilii' virtue is an 
•'enemy to iPygmalion, Pygmalion will bean cnc- 
“ mv to. virtue.” , 
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I?nt it was not alone the liberty of the press in 
India that was obnoxious to vonr Lordship. Pitl 
you not even endeavour to suppress liie rireulalion 
of newspapers from Europe, and witSi l!'.a( view 
cause oiTicial notifiration to be ])ride to certain 
odicers of Indianaeii at Sau:;'ar KoaUs ? (■r>u]'l anv 
tiling' be more pre( jseb in ’inison wi*h tlie measures 
of Jlonapartc, when he prohlbiretl the introduction 
of Lnglisli ne\vspaj)crs into France? And were not 
your moti\es precisely the same, namely t(^ prevent 
the j)eople un.ier your respective ‘^overnmouis from 
j)erusing unmannerlv siri^ iuies on your coudiiH ? 

We are c\en informed that a notice to the fol- 
lowin;^ errctl was struck out of the pr(?of short of 
an Asiafit' newF-paper, by superior order, although 
the truth of it was rf>ufirmed by Lord \'a!entia: — 
By leik‘rs froitt 'docha. of fhc zst!) o!‘ Au;:ust 
'Mast, we'hrarn, that 'cid Maiiuined Akil had just 
arrived with the Ptgeo/i of PiOinj^iV, which he had 
purcluised at the Isle of Franco, loiuicd with lead, 
iron, su«ar, &(:. This is a new vent for the 
plunder of the enemy, and furnishes a new proof, 
"■if any were wanting, of l!:C rapidiy incicasiDg 
spirit and extent of the cornmerre of tl'.c Arabs. 
We understand, that to the nbo\e, and sc\crd 
other fine ships, purchavsed b\ them at the idc of 
France, they have lately added the JJplofLVadle 
of this port.’' Wiiat might have been the evil 
tendency of this paragraph, seems very difficult for 
cuinuion penetration to discover; and I should be 
d. 
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ciirioii*; (o lu\ir Scrivlarv explain the moral or 
])olitical 'langcr that roultl rt"'tilt from ii.'> insc'rtion. 
rrom (his oxamplc we ivav jiid-iP of the manner in 
whic’l' (ho ofiioc! of Ijeonoor of (he Press is cxcoiiteil 
in India : «/; uno f/ixre onmrs. 

Now, niv Lord, I must rclnc^antlv ohsorve, that 
although YOU have (ho merit of '.ettinif (he example 
to Bona])nr(c of annihilatin"; the pcreonal freedom 
of the snhjotn, and extinguishing the liherty of (ho 
press, that yoti are both, in this rcsj)oft, nothing 
mois'! than more imitators of (hose atrocious m<'ii, 
who succeeded each other in power and in crimes, 
during (ho terrible period of the French revolution. 
Nor is it any praise of you and Bonaparte that you 
did not imitate Marat, ( arrier, Bobespierre, and 
Fouche. in (hose wholesale m;!S.sacres, which (hey 
])crpe(ra(cd, from the mere wantonnes;: of tvranny^ 
and the absence of every moral rcstr.iint. By 
m(»ral restraint, I mean publicity; and especially 
that species of publicity, which depends upon the 
. Fiberfv of the press. V'hat luu the absence of this 
Consroui eoiiJd have tnabled those monster; to 
carry (heir atrocious purposes info cxceiition ? The 
very first iiuasure of every vif (orions faflion was 
to denounce, as a <rimc a^rntisl the Slate, c\ery 
thing that was not written in thrir se/ise. 

By silencing the press, they \vcfc enabled not 
only to suppress all Icnowledge of their enormities, 
but lb give for a moment even a colour of virtue to 
Mieir crimes. Was not this the very course, willi 
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rortaiii necessary limitations, adopted bv von iji In- 
dia, inul by Ronapartc in Europe? Did you not 
both j^’o as far in tlie ])ath of t\rann\ as \on durst ? 
When Ronapartc usurped the supreme power in 
rriuee, wholesale ^uillotininu; was indeed out of 
fashion ; l)uf inuprisoniruuit, baiiishmcnt, transpor- 
laiion, a s I'.sinatiou, and asissaiil, private torture, 
v>ere frc(‘ly apulicd to use. Vet there were men 
foobsh eiiou<;h to give credit to Bonaparte for not 
hrii];* so erUel as his predccesstu's, when that species 
ofc riieUv wliieh they ext'reised was out of fashion, 
and iie v'ould not have been so without the certainly 
()!' immediate (Icstndiion. The u.sur])er, howevi'r, 
being freed fi'orn tiie most powerful of all movrd 
restraints, ^^as enabled to indulge his e»ijnitinl }>ro- 
pensitii's almost to t!ie utmost extent of his wishes. 
Not satisfied with on tinguishing all liberty of the 
pro;s In France', he ,<?nv''rted it into a teri’ble 
engine of falsehood, to delude and to demoralize 
I he world. 

It is to this inifortunatcstnte of the French Press, 
this nefarious supipression of truth and intrepidity of 
r. Iselu^od, from almost the coimncnrcm’ent of the 
revolution to the j^rr'sont moment, that we owe ail 
the calamities of France as well as of Europe ; that 
many worthy men in all nations have l)cen imposed 
upon, and still continue to a certain, degree to be 
imposed upon,' respc61ing the chara6lev and view's 
of the French Government, by incessant torrents of 
the most audacious lies; that, groundless animou- 

Q ‘2 
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tics, jcnloii-sics, and divisions, are siicressfully sown 
between states, whose inclinations and interests 
world lead them to permanent amity and concert ; 
and that the disornani/atio!) and demoralisatioii ot 
Europe proceed with siu'h ;!.i;>antic strides ; — 
Better, ten thousand times belter/' says the elo- 
quent recorder of Bombay, wonld it be tliat 
every press in the world were burnt, that the very 
^Misc oriertei-.s were al)olished, that we were re- 
tamed to the honest ignorance of tlie rudest 
times — than that the results of civilization should 
“ be made subservient to the purposes ol barbarism 
— than that literature shouhl be employed to 
teach a toloralion for cruelty, to weaken moral 
hatred for guilt, to deprave and brutalize the 
human mind/' 

I know that in what I am stating at present there 
is nothing new. But, when we still see the rumours 
fabricated at the Thullerics gravely coj/ed in the 
English Journals as articles of intelligence, and 
sometimes even w'ithotit stating accurately the pol- 
lute' channel from w'nrh they arc taken, it is iin- 
pcc.sible not to think that \vc are not yet suflicient- 
ly on oiiv guard against the most fertile volcano of 
public deception, and human evil, that ever ap- 
peared in the w’orld. 

With respoil to you, my T.ord^ I will not for one 
give you any credit for not rivalling Bonaparte in 
: all his iniquities. If you had been so im lined, 
the dispositions and habits of British subjcfls would 
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not have sufTercd you to proceocl much farther than 
f in) self know you to have p^one. If you had 
thought it expedient to order private strangulation, 
j)oisoniing, or beheading, you could not have got a 
man base or dastardly enougli to ha\e executed 
vour orders. If you had attempted, like Bonaparte, 
to assume a positive, as well as a negative, controul 
o\cr the press, you would not have found a British 
Editor servile enough to insert your Jiicubrations. 
But to do you justice, my Lord, you liave advanced 
as lar and as rapidly in the road of despotism, as you 
could consistently with your immediate safety have 
done ; and infinitely farther than any man in England 
has the right to do. 
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LHTTl'R XX \r. 


To Tiir. MAitutTis Wh.r i r.si.nv, (JLc. 

O/i //ti‘ nf racJii'ti"; ^fsiatw (It'lin>jiic,'irii‘s. 

‘‘ Inipuni'as pctrainli iiiaxima illfcchi.'i.** Sevf-a. 


yiy Lord, ' 

Jw ill! agon of the world, in^n in powf. r 
J»;ive committed injustice with the Jess repug- 
nance, on account of the dilliculty of conviction 
tTnd punishment. The oppressor being the strong- 
est, the oppressed generally prefers siibmitling 
quietly to one injury to the risk of sii/teiing 
many. Either party may die or when a sea 
voyage is in question, be captured by tlic enemy, 
or drowned, or cast away. The chances of im- 
punity arc, in fact, numerous. The aggrieved 
party may labour under an ignorance of the laws 
and constitution of his country, a want of confi- 
dence, of resolution, or perseverance, or too great 
a facility of disposition ; his resentments maybe 
evanescent, his iiulolcncf- predominant, or his 
sense of public duty duH; his papers may be lost, 
or his evidence imperfect j or. finally, some cir- 
cumstance of prudeme or vf policy may induce 
him to submit in silence to his fate. — Your calcu- 
lation of chances, in my case, my Lord, may have 

* .At tht period of my cvpulsion from Irdia, I was acMual/y in a 
very st:ite of hcahh, and ihc cJiances of life and deaih seemed 
f.o'ially bulanecd. 
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b'.'cn rullu*!' too srngiiinc. Trusting to one or all 
ol' tl’.'.’sc cisualtics, you diil not perhaps expect 
tliat J sl.O’.iid ever rise up in evidence against you 
in Europe. But Providence, which presides over 
tlie de'tiiiiosof nrm, has been pleased (o order 
otherwise ; and neiilicr the length of your purse or 
the innuence of your connections sliall deter me 
from renewing and continuing the contest, in that 
full confidence of success, which is inspired by a 
good cause, and an impartial tribunal. 

If we peruse with attention the modern history 
of Great Brit.iin, we shall find that this principle 
of impunity is peculiarly appl'cable to the delin- 
quencies committed in our .Asiatic provinces. It 
is an enormous and growing evil, to whicli a 
strong, an ellicient, and speedy remedy, must be 
applied ; otherwise ! <’ ' nor iic it.itc to predict that, 
in a vt-r;/ /e.v every scnlitnenl that is valua- 

ble in tills nation will be destroyed. WJieu tiic 
question is wluther enormous delinquency is to be 
punished, or our Constitution toheundcnniiKd and 
to perish, are we to be prevented liy any circum- 
.stances of time, of dist.:nce, of inconvoniency, or 
ot exiietice, from entering into enquiries .? H it 
should be necessary that every - member of the 
Councils, every Secretary to the governments, 

every servant of the Company, in India, shou'd be 

* 

sent for and brought home to give evidence at the 
Bar of the House of Commons; ii it shouki b' ne- 
ccssaiy to print every document rciatiug to Asia- 
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ticaflTairs, even to the amount of a hundred thou- 
sand volumes, is this expence, this inconvenience, 
and this labour to be avoided, and delinquency to 
remain eternally unpunished? Since the time of 
Mr. Hastings, the influence of Asia on Britan has 
increased, in a ten-fold degree, the importance of 
enquiry. Indeed to such a degree has this impor- 
tance arisen, that unless immediate measures for 
an extensive and general enquiry be adopted, Bri- 
tain vi'ill, in a short, a very short time, be nothing 
more than a back-shop, or at most a mere count- 
ing house of her own Asiatic possessions ; and we 
should then indeed merit the French reproach of 
une nation houticfuiere. 

The difficulties of enquiry on the subject of Asi- 
atic delinquency, arc no new matter of complaint ; 

whatever encomiums have been passed on the 
" judicial provisions of the British Constitution, 

“ certain it is that they have notoriously failed in 
“ the attempt to apply them to persons returning 
“ from India. The parliamentary prosecution of 
" Lord Clive, by Ge'nci .i Burgoync, (vas easily 
" defeated. The verdict of the Court of King’s 
“ Bench against the persons, who had imprisoned 
" and occasioned the death of Lord Pigot, wassuch 
“ as to be considered by the persons condemned 
rather ”an object of merriment than a source of 
“ calamity. 'The bill of pains arid. penalties, which 
was introduced into pai lianient by Mr, Dundas 
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“ in 17 S 2 , was found to be unfit for the purposes 
it had in view, and was given up by its author/* 
It is worth while to enquire how far these difficul- 
ties depend upon the nature of the subject, and hoW 
far uj)on less creditable circumstances. It will be 
recollefled, that, in tlie case of Mr. Hastings, the 
ministry for a long time defended him, and, until 
the j)ublic opinion rendered it expedient for them 
to alter their condu61, threw every obstacle in the 
way of the prosenuion. On that memorable occa- 
sion, Mr. Fox, justly indignant at the repeated re- 
fusal of certain [)apcrs, whic h had been moved for 
in various forms, exclaimed: What a precious 

farce is daily afling within these walls. We sec 
the friends of Mr. Hastings aficfling to be eager 
“ that every paper which is called for should he 
granted. We sec the King’s Ministers rising to 
declare that nothing, which can properly be 
granted, shall on any account be refused. We 
hear other (kmtlcmcn, who call themselves indc- 
pendent men,saying : By all means let the House 
know tlie whole, and be put in ]>ossession of 
every species of information. And yet we sec 
the same men, all of tiu'm dividing together, to 
enforce a negative upon a motion for the most 
essential information, helping each other out with 
hints and whispers during the debate, and pointing 
to matters apposite to the argument on their sidfe 
" of the question, just as I and my 11 ight Hon 
Friend would assist each other, when we arc 


R 



( ) 

maintaining the same pointj and arguing lor the 
same purpose.” Nfr. Fox, in another placc^ ex- 
presses his opinions with great energy and truth ; 
“ In a word, by such a conduct as (hat which was 
“ now held (refusing papej-s) the Board of Controul 
“ and the House of Co.nmons would become au- 
*' swerablc for having sufieredthc servants of the 
" Fast India Company to believe, that they were 
" secure from enquiry, and otit of the reach of pu- 
“ nishment. What was the tendency of the last 
“ vote but to put it in the power of the minister l(» 
“ interfere in every investigation, and bv bis single 
“ veto to defeat the aim of that House in the e\er- 
'• « ise of its first, great, constitutional cluirat'-fcr, that 
“ of the grand inquest of the nation ? Armed with 
“ such a power, to what lengths might not a minister 
'• proceed ? Every criminal, however notorious ids 
" deliiujuencies, howexor numerous his crimes^ 
“ hoxvevcr injurious to the national honour, would 
“ only have to secure the prvU hion of the treasury 
“ to be able to laugh at accusation, and set cou- 
‘‘ vi6i:<).'i at defiance.” 

I' nder all these delays, “ .Mr. Burke complained of 
“ the dillicultics of keeping his witnesses together, 
some of wf.om were ill, and could not remain in 
town without eiulangering their lixes. What he 
“ had heard led him to fear that it was intended to 
qtiash the pro.secution ; for it w;is evident, from 
the language of Mr. .lenkijison, that one half of 
** his accusations were gone already. It was flruck 



( 155 / 

with the (k‘ad ])alsy, and wift to live no longer, 
lie considered one arm of the business as lopped 
away ; but, if he lost a leg, he would still perse- 
verc, and even, if reduced to the necessity, would 
light like Wiihcrington upon his stumps.” 

Mr. in describing the difficulties Mr Burke 
had experienced in his progress to that stage of the 
business, said that no man of inferior abilities 
would have surmounted them. As soon as he 
had brought forward the business in one shape; it 
• ' was stated by the other side of the house that the 
form of proceeding was wrong, and that another 
mid" be adopted. Still new modes Nvere pro- 
posed^ new delays invented, new artifices played 
olfto cvmfound, impede and embarrass ; but the 
house and the public must see through the 
whole.’' 

How f'lr, in this res[#ccd, there is any similaritj 
between year case and that of Mr. Hastings, the 
piiljlic will hereafter be better able to judge. In 
Ollier respects there is certainly very little. And 
first ns to their merits: auring the administration 
of Mr. Hastings it was very difiii'ult under the best 
man:ig<'.’ne;U, to save India ; while, during that of 
Toiir l.ordfiiip, it would have been very difficult, 
under the worst management, to have lost it. The 
charges against Mr. Ilal'tings were brought forward 
by a body of men formidable from number and from 
talents, and, like artillery of large calibre, capable 
of battering- down every thing that opposed them 

K z 
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while those against y»u are brought forward by in- 
dividuals, not only not supported by party, but even 
liable to be thwarted in every stage of their pro- 
gress. But if there be this vast disproportion be- 
tween the attacking powers, it is more than coun- 
terbalanced, by the diflcrence in the apparent cri- 
minalty of the parties. The crimes imputed to Mr. 
Hastings were, in a legal and constitutional view, at 
least, dubious, whilst youre, my Lord, if my pro- 
positions be established, fill up such an immensity of 
space, that the most random shot cannot fail of 
hitting them. If every one of the twenty two 
articles of charge brought against Mr, Hastings had 
been fully proved, they would not have formed a 
crime of such enormous magnitude, against the 
constitution of this country as that single one of 
having e.\(inguishcd the liberty of the press, in a 
portion of the British empire containing fifty mil- 
lions of inhabitants. 

T he disrcjiute into which, sijice the proceedings 
against Mr. Hastings, the trial by impeachment has 
unjust iy fallen, has happily for the nation been 
oblitt'iated by the celeri; v of the proceedings against 
Lord Melville. This cflect I cannot better describe 
than in the words of the Speaker of the House of 
Commons, :n gi\ing the thanks of that house to the 
managers for the impeachment : — *• Gentlemen. — 

This House ha.«, upon the result ol a great and 
“ important enpntrv respecting the administration 

ol the e.vpendilnrc of the public money, come to 
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" a resolution to enter upon the most gwve and so- 
'' Icmn of all its functions, and resort to its prero- 
" gative of impeachment against Henry Lord Vis- 
“ count Melville. It is thepowfr of impeachment 
which has enabled the Commons of this country, 
" at all times, to lay open the misdeeds of the high- 
“ est servants of the crown, and to prevent, or pu- 
“ nlrh, all inroads which may be made upon the li- 
“ berty of the subjects of this realm. In the pro- 
serution this impeachment, the House has ap- 
“ pointed you to prepare and arrange the proofs 
" of the complicated transactions on which their 
" charges were grounded. Their charges were 
“ against a noble person, whose rank and high con- 
sidcration in tlie State must hold him forth as a 
" signal example either of good or of evil. Throiigh- 
“ out the j)rogrfss of the trial, they have witnessed, 
w'ifh peculiar sat;.>r„ctioiii, your great attention and 
dispatch, which have rescued the trial by irnpeach- 
ment from the disgrace into which it had fallen, 
“ and restored it to its former strength and honour. 
" Ihcy have witnessed in you an unwearied dili- 
gence in the discharge of the trust committed to 
“ you, a singular sagacity in discovering the proofs^ 
“ a boldness which so properly belongs to the Com- 
“ nions of the united kingdom, a strength ofargu- 
" ment, and a power of eloquence, which threw the 
“ light of day upon dark, secret, and criminal 
" transactions. The final issue of this trial now 
“ remains for another body. It is before one of 
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** the highest of human tribunals ; it is the House 
“ of l^ords which is to determine ultimately for 
‘‘ the condemnation or acquittal of the person ac* 
cusod. Be the final issue what it may, you have 
*' done your duty. You have satisfied the expcc- 
“ tations that the House had formed of you, and 
" you have deserved their approbation and their 
“ thanks. I am ordered by the House to com- 
** municate to you the approbation and thanks ot 
“ the House for the faithful management of the 
“ trust reposed in you." 

It is true that the system adopted for the go- 
vernment of our Asiatic territories is in itself 
completely and fundamentally erroneous, and 
that nothing but a total change of that system can 
effect a radical reform of the political eviis, which 
afflict India, and, thi'ough it. Great Britain. But 
this alone is not sufficient. It is also necessary 
that those servants of the State, who act impro- 
perly under any system, should suffer the punish- 
ment they merit. For if, on account of the diffi- 
culty of jirosecution, wca-lmit the certainty of im- 
punity, !l will require nii).;h more than the ordi- 
nary degree of political iniogrily not to act badly 
under every system, when such enormous temp- 
tations, as tli jse which are created by unlimited 
power in India, are tlirown in the way of an ambi- 
tious mitid. 

■The diJliculty of prosecuting great iriminals, 
however, if must be evident can only arise from 
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the undue protection, which the very consequences 
of their crimes, or the influence of their connec- 
tions may enable them to obtain ; and this very 
prospect forms a great incitement 'to crimes. 
Tantain iniineribus fidiicia. But, if the people wish 
the Constitution to be transmitted unimpaired to 
their posterity, they will express their loud and 
universal disapprobation of all attempts to stifle 
enquiry, direct or indirect, from whatever quar- 
ter they may proceed. I have already mentioned 
the atlcinpts that were made in the case of Mr. 
Hastings. Tiioso which were more recently made 
in the case of Lord Melville are in the recollec- 
tion of every one, and also how nearly they had 
succeeded. On that memorable occasion, the pre- 
.sent Chancellor of the Exchequer concluded a ve- 
ry impressive speech, in ternis well calculated to 
px'oducc a convictioii of his political integrity, “ It 
the motion of the right honorable gentleman (Mr, 
Pitt) took place, it was a vain toil, a fruitless 
" labour, to follow up the question further ; in 
that case, not only would a Treasurer of the 
“ Navy be found to be violating an act of parlia- 
‘‘ ment for upwards of fourteen years, but also 
“ would be found a House of Commons who would 
** suffer those charges to lie on their table, only 
" anxious how they might avoid such an investi- 
gation, and, after all this trouble, a pc wer should 
step in between the criminal and the law.” 
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Indeed when we consider the reforms that are 
made and projecting in every department, under 
the present administration, and their declared hos- 
tility to every species of rapacity, peculation, and 
oppression, we have a sure guarantee that no mini- 
sterial attempt will be made to prevent a full and 
impartial investigation into your conduct, my I<ord, 
or into that of any other Governor, against whom 
well founded accusations may be brought. The 
consequences to be expected from adopting and 
inviolably adhering to these principles of reform 
have been well described by the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, in his excellent speech at the opening 
of the budget: If the people did feel cheerful in 
** the present crisis, when, from the failure of other 
“ modes of assistance, we were left to rest on our 
“ own means and strength; if they were firmly and 
unanimously determined to carry on the present 
“ contest with spirit, until war became no longer 
necessary, and until every thing valuable to man 
was scoured to them, ho must attribute that chcer- 
fuhu':, and tliat dcteruiination, to the confidence 
“ they entertained that the resources and revenues 
of the state would be applied ccconomically. He 
•' believed that such a feeling of confidence did ex- 
•'* ist in the country, and certainly if ever men were 
“ committed to abide by their principles they were 
the present' administration, who, should they be 
“ induced to depart from the system which it was 
“ their duty to pursue, must retire loaded with 
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shame and disp;racc. Tlns^ liowcv^^r, he trusted, 
would be 'ar from the case, 'j he I lix ir*s (T the 
commissioners of naval in \\ iry, from which the 
public had already derived so much advantaue, 
and the labours of ihecommissioiicrs of military in- 
quiry, recently instituted, wlio, he Inislcd, woidd 
emulate the diligence and patriotism of the for- 
iner, must alford to the administration abundant 
opportunities of shewing their vigilant attention 
“ to llu' |>r()j)cr administration of the public purse. 
“ When he stated that ministers were in the highest 
dcgrc<' desirous (>f following (he suggestions of 
those boarils, and when he stated that in his de- 
** partment steps had been already taken to ])ros(*- 
culo for, and recover, (he sums lost to the pub- 
“ li( in the est Indies, and to veinetly the abuses 
'' in that rouiurv, s>hi»'h had been allowed to re- 
main a perennial source of 1‘raud, rapine, and 
mi^'apj)lieation of the public money : when he 
made these statements, he was tuvaro that he on- 
Iv stated th.at ministers felt their dutv, and w'cre 
resolved to perform it.'* 

1 have ind('ed licard it frequently observed, with 
r<‘s|)et't to ])arliaiuen(:iry in\ cstigations^ how \ery 
niueli their fate depends upon the slate ol’ parties 
for the time being, and how very little uj)on the 
intrinsic merits of the ease, I have heard it alleged 
that the affairs of a .semi-barbarous Asiatic hajah, or 
a mere question of eommereial luonopolv, is ca» 
pablc of exciting more interest, among the guaiv 
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dians of our public rights, than the most marked op- 
pression, persecution, or ruin, ofa Hrilisii born sub- 
ject, or the most vital stabs given, through liim, to 
tiic principles of our eonsliliilional liberties. I 
have heard it said, that, if, on the score of j)rivate 
friendships, men in the ostensible situation of mi- 
nisters Avere slrcmuoiislv to defend the conduct ol 
any person accused, before the documents on which 
the charges against him were infc'nded to l^e fourid- 
cd were laidjbeforc parliament, or were, on thi* 
of policy, to oppose or to delay the prodiu tion ni 
them, it would be a very arduous task, if not iin ins' 
possibility, to bring a dedinquent so situated to pu- 
nishment. But for my part, I cannot belie\c one 
word of these allegations, as applied to the mem- 
beis of the present administration, in their c onnect 
tion with your J.ordship. I cannot for a inomeiu 
btdic\e, that the very men, Avho so justly blamed 
one a(lminist»ati<)n for cndea\ouring to screen Mr, 
H aslings, and another for ejuleavoiiring to screen 
Lord ?vfelvilie, from ijn ''stigaiicjn, would be the hrst 
to <s .nmit t!ic same vrior; thus raising in the 
minds of the jjeople a daiigcroiis suspicion, that they 
cannot with safety place their conlideiuv- anv where. 
^Neither c jm I, without the evidence of facts, believe 
that those respectable bodies of men, who on a re- 
cent occasion applauded in public addresses the pro- 
secution ordclinqiicncy, were actuated only by per- 
sonal or j)arty feeIings,or that they will not equally 
support and applaud the prosecution of delinquency. 
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lo \vl',ntcver individiia!, or (o whatever party the 
imj)utalioi) may attac'h. 

There may be cases, I admit, in which tlie situa- 
tion of a minister is very delicate, when the ques- 
tion relates to a ])articu.l:u* friend. The matter, how- 
ever, seems to my simple pcrcej)tion, sidficient- 
ly ( Icar. Tlie paramount duty of a member of 
jyavliament is to proteet the rights of the people, 
and to investigate the conduct of those accused of 
violating them. When the feelings of friendship 
( (line in couipetirion with tlic sentiments of duty, 
ihi‘ most that can b(‘ fairl\ admitted is silence. In 
paMiament, the public cannot possibly separate the 
minister fnjm the man; and (he) will not easily 
l)elie\e that while he ];rofosscs to speak only in the 
(»ne capacity, his itdiuence is not opcrnling in the 
other. 

The ac(juitta! of Mj\ Hastings and of I.ord Mel- 
ville can nowise affect t!\c jusiice of this reasoning. 
The J^ords ha\e pronounced those decisions ; and 
wc arc l)ou?id to receiv<» them. Ihit the Commons 
^ilsf) pronounced that there was grouml ol impeac h- 
ment ; and we are ccjunllv bound to respect (heir 
aulhority. I t.hercrorc conclude that you, my Lend, 
w'liosc alleged crinu;s exceed, in my opinion twe n 
ty times those imputed to Mr. Hastings or to Lord 
Melville, cannot escape impeachment by the Com** 
mens, without an inconsistency, I will even say a 
c riminalit), of conduct, which appears almost im- 
possible to suppose, on the part of the representa’- 
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lives of tlie nntioiK You mnv, <o he sin-^' r 
by something lil^e a niinuk*. thio'* t , d;. 

and, v/hatever mav he o'lr onh.iou ir our 

chatv, if even sorrr;^, in ari|’; e .' (* if» t'-v’ 
diet. IJiit iiuliscrhniii.ite ai*c;niM if ‘ ueh 

wc'J'e possiLle, it 'irnirs ignorance of in:man 

nature to l)e!ie\e that in(J!Mrv aiid sniipeachinent do 
not fond po'-Mn l’iilly to the prevention of crimes. 

LKTTEIJ XXXH. 

To THr AfArvOrjs V.’ki r esi , &:r. 

On the neresdtij of vi'yi lance on the pm t of the 
public, 

Quis cu'-ttxlict cMstode.^ ipsosr 

My Lord, 

jS!' Twniis r,\NUiNfj tl’.c guaninU'c wcluivc 
in tho jjritu; pics of ilic j)ics( .it adniiiiistiation, 
that usc.s will be ai >!i.>Jicd and dc inqiienries 
proM'Ciiteii, ji) iidcnco i•-<^uiIVs ih..t there slioultl 
be no nlaxatiuii (;!' vij,.lanee on tlie part ol the 
pobJi'c, lo tlK- rAMuiiict ol 'he Icizisl.itiire, in icspicl 
to dclinqui ncies in general, but especially in re- 
spect to the gigantic and overwlielniing delin- 
quencies of the cast. With all flue 'espect for 
these bodies, I must be allowed to say that tlicy 
raruiol be the worse for frequently hearing, and 
being actuated by, the sentiments of the people, 
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('onvevoil ihroiigh llie medium of the press, 
'i'liis. V!;.. ilanrc-, arij this expressiou of sentiment, 
are \vl;;U we have an uiuioubfed right, and what it 
is ('iir hvainden duty, to exercise; Quis custndict 
<■!! /o'-es' is a q'lostion that it behoves every 
comimii'.ity iVecjiientiy to nut, respecting the ad- 
luiiKitrai'ii’s uf their public aftairs, and it is a ques- 
tion winch nv y be solved in eight \\’ords ; — t/ie ex~ 
< ;-vv ' ol iht^ lr,i rtif of the /ire'^-St that liberty w'hicll 
you, 111) Lord, tiave lak-'n siicii pains to destroy. 

The hold, ;,nd s( asonable, but constitutional, 
cxei'eisc oi iliis liberty deters from crime, brings 
dclioquetiev to ligiit, and may even confirm the 
vacillating iiiiogrlty t-f a legislature. We remem- 
ber at the coaiiuencemcnt of the proceedings 
against your Lordship, bow nuu h obloijuy was at- 
temptv'd to be ii!io'.”u out of doors on the conduct 
of the House oi Coin.nons, and that the rcproaclics 
which were then made, however unmerited, ap- 
peared t«) have had the elflct of somewhat in- 
creasing cireumspection within. But the public 
I fcarwcie led by tiicse ralumnioiis reports into 
injurious, althougli not \cry unreasonable, in- 
ferences, respecting the lia'clily of llieir represen- 
tatives. Indeed vslicn wo consider the unequivoe.'.l 
purity, virtue, disinterestedness, patriotism, and 
impartiality of that august body, it is impossible, 
upon mere hearsay evidence, to give any credit to 
the scandalous imputations that w'crc trumpeted 
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{oi Ml, or, in alinding to them, to suppose tiiat (hey 
arc not iiiinginary. 

If in a soriciy of private g(*ntlcmcn, one of the 
party should address them, icspci ling a criminal 
accusation, of winch they luul the right to take 
rognisance, but, during his speech, a great num- 
ber of persons should intcirupt him, by coughing, 
talking in private committeis, and w^dking about, 
would not such conduct be deemed highly indecent, 
mijust, and iinb-. comiug the character of men or 
of gentlemen? would it not have \('A'y much the 
appearance of brow beating, in older to quash cn- 
quiiy ? If lawyers were to start up in th" society, 
to dclend, in modest maiden speeches, the conduct 
of the accused person, professing total disinterest- 
edness of views, declaring that they had no ac- 
quaintance with the person in question, even hy 
sight and that the accusing party was acting at 

his peril, — nay, under a dreadful responsibility^ 
would not the public, if they confided in the puri- 
fy (;f special pifading, he led to form the most 
iinfv, ■ a!>!c ideas of th : accuser, or if tia v did 

not, to conchidc that so u\trriordinary a mode of 
jjrocccding was iC'^orted to solely (or purposes of 
intimidatio’^ " lh.it the iiniortunatc accusing 
member should be told by the society . we will not 
catertain your charges without clucuu'cnts, nor 
will we allow you documents (altliough another 

. • The louth, as a medium of dc»;uainta:ice, was not specifically 
disavowed. 
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mctnbc'r of the society mipht have had them in his 
pocket) to found your charges, but we will 
treat you as a cahirnniator for having dared to 
bring siicli accusations fou’wanl ; would not the 
public couceive tb.at it was tho decided intenti(ui of 
tins society to cover the accused person, aiid to 
prochiim, as far as depended upon tiiein, an uni- 
versal toleradion orcrmica? 

l>nt, as witl'i respr/t to the House of Commons* 
sueli facls must Ije <’onsidcred impossible, so inusf 
al! inl'i i’em'(*s (’rawn from them he considered un- 
just \ Tiiat House, as is well known, is comjKised 
of two grand and several minor parties. It would 
eertalnl) be a singular phieiiomcnon in politics to 

• *riK‘ aiul nOjculouh avfoat of Lout 'I'cmplr in tlii; 

lU-uso nf C'otnilKnis mu Tiiiiav rfdfjiuvis to the liOMour of tli;e. 

and wll is> ()vto.*i )•<.- [lailtii as ominoiis of final justne by the 
{I'lb’lc. Ill t!jc drb.ijr vp . -is llic Maslci of tliC* Uoll> jvi- 

tiu'fi<*:illv l.uiitni -^1 ihc hajii^liip under whidi the unfoilnn.iti.* M,--. 
ijoih laluniioil bv no( besns^ hioii|;h! loan innnediau* ti i.i!,s%bi( li, in tb. 
pirsfut of till* jjioiefdmj^s, voukl in iMiccl be an im.ni'di 

aU- ; ob.eiMiui, Mh.v! ‘.s in lt^('lf voiy true, but not mi lUr 
nnal!t ‘i dr‘;iMc ic-levaiii, tJuU ll».* ; ooie-t siilijci-t :s t ohiUm to deni in.' 
ainl U) luv.. .1 fjial vmiIuh a Iinueii ! » r tL 'I'liis pjovuiort \'.k 
fijufiii file finjn;i\ n»n. Um’ couduot ol the Marqniv \V«1 

wl'iiii .t ! 'ei:j|.{ed to j-.' vipiuile, is iMslitiiled to /-. m.v , oi-. 
pH-Mi)M. 'I’h' IraiM' d - mh! v.x I'by i;tnili mails it nsH!\e liint-s n is 

to lw‘ liojiisl, do not \ ibiait rc^ia io'yc to the ima^inai > ii in!,ji.ps of 
file Mai<piis \\ < l!e‘'ley alone, II he h.is .mv IjowcIs of tonipassitns 
for ilic /V // baidsliipi; of deihrmienn nt, injjJiiMjnnUM.r, Ian slimeut 
and peiseci:t:nn, v^bieli tins noble Maniui*-, in ibe i'uiiilinle of his 
power, was pleased to mfliel ujioii oll.eib’ j if iie Ii is .'O'v f el.nj; f.>i. 
tise snilied diipiity and. Intnour of tlie nation, he will have lunneioo'; 
oppoitunitics, in the coni'-e of the pei.iin*.; enijmiy, lo call bis syin- 
pallnes into auion. Ally Itn.'-ein, fle})o..eiJ, injon^oned, eonnmifed 
to the cu.^tods of those iniciesicd in taking him ofl, dving, win i.laim 
Some tinall perdon of his ccrnmiieration • 
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see those parties all wing ^vi^h anh oiIkm* in re- 
ceding fioni popularity^ by (‘o\ (‘rir.g the il< lijUjiien- 
cic?: of an individual. If it weje possible, however, 
tluit siieh a ease could happen, i( eoiild not i.appen 
more 0[?p(irtuneIy than we have the reiiK'dy 

in our own hands. \\c are fortunatelv on the e' c 
of a general elefiion. Kilher the Parlianient wi^I 
be dissolved before the charges a‘»:iM)sr vou are de- 
cided upon, or it will not. bi (ho Ibrmer case, the 
j)eop!e, if they are true io tlu'insc lv es, will not 
give a single vote to a candidite, wlu) d:?es not give 
a specific pledge tluit he will resist abuse-; and pro- 
secute- delinquemics ; i)i the Inter, they will not 
hercaaer give a single vote to any man who resists 
enquiry, and pronounces you, or any other accused 
Ciovernor, innocent without invc^stigation. Such 
are the efli^^lual means liy whi('!i, when senrimeiifs 
of duty fail, the pf»oj)le of England have it in their 
power, once in seven years, to punish tlieir repre- 
senfativ es : .aiu! tiicv ought not to omit an ()j>{)or- 
hinity v\hicli so seldom occurs of evercising this 
grand co-, -Muiionr.l aut.hoi Jv. 

Acc^oduiglv, It Will be pe»,oer, and vou niav de- 
pend upon it, my I.ord, it s^.ail not be ^)e.'JecU\b to 
inform the peoidc oi Eitgi. nd ol’ thos{' who mav 
best merit tiie / siifl’ragv's at the appreaching elec- 
tion. The public will atso I tni^l think it necessary 
to exert thein.'selvcs particularly in frust rating al 
the attempts that inav be .made to {nundatc pavlia- 
ment with your j}ivrtisaiiS5 lest parties should 
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Hill into the dispraccful situation of being clistin- 
giiislu'd only as .supporters or opponents of the 
Mar()nis V.'cllcslt v. 

If, in\ Lord, \\e ran be supposed to have arrived 
at that last stage of degradation, in which the (jues- 
(ion is, whether an individual, or the liberties and 
the constitution of the country, shall prc\ail; if 
you are become a pei-sonagc of such mighty imoor- 
lanre, that, without reference to innocence or guilty 
all public men shall range themselves as your friends 
or vour enemies, it may be neressary to consider 
you in another jioint of view. If the apparent sin - 
cess of your criminal exploits has so much dazzled 
the world; if the fame of meretricious talents and 
virtues, or the intlucnce of immense wealili, has so 
far exalted vou aimve the rest of your bllow-Mib- 
jei fs, thil you 'Muih ; he made ameiialde to ih^ 
ordinary laws or tribunals of the country : then we 
shall have to regret tint the ancien' law of ostra- 
cism, by which every »iti/eu, however eminent, 
when his inllueiu e hecame formidable to the State, 
v'.as for that very reason sent into exile, docs not 
exist in (ireat Ihitain, as a Inl regular resource ic, 
pie people against tlie tyranny of oligarchic in- 
fluon< e. 

Let me now sum np my accU'.u’ons. 

In the preceding lettei-s it has been pu ved, that 
you protected a niagi-.lrate wuh the strong a. in of 
power ill unlawuil and tyiannical proceedings , tliat 
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you uiiifid, ill your own person, the jiuliciul witli 
the executive authority ; that you virtually asserted 
the principle that an apo’opy to agovcriior is an a- 
tonement for oflcnces, iilcntifying yourself witli the 
Jaws ; that in some eases, you made an enormous 
misapplication of’ the unconstitutional law respect- 
ing India, and violated it in others ; that you act- 
ed upon the most ridiculous doctrines respecting 
the nature of offences, and displayed the utmost 
vanity respecting the terms in which you ought 
to be addressed ; that you assumed the power of 
enforcing or dispensing with existing laws, ac- 
cording to your own interpretation of them, and 
of making new laws, at pleasure, annihilating the 
personal freedom of the subject, and establishing 
in lact an absolute despotism ; that by ycur mode 
of oppiceiioii you virtually asserted the right of 
exercising. I jurisdiction even beyond the territories 
jtii; J;o^■l■nK J ; tlial yon extinguished tlic liberty of 
the. pi' -s ill Imiia, aiid esi.iblislied an odious inijiri- 
i/i'iliir ; li !■ Vou violated, i a most inderent man- 
ner, li |)i ii.eiplv - v l ilic r Jtisii eoristitulion, by 
openly l.i\ u'g piiwe iis ix i aints upon piiblica- 
luni.s , tii.it yoi. even •.■rule, voured to render ig- 
norant e nuiK eoingtete by diseonraeiiig tlic cir- 
nii.-iion of piibiicat ions from fa urope , that your 
g.neral governnu nl was characterised Dy a de- 
spotic, tyramiical, itnd \exatious spirit; and that 
your measure.-. It semble, as nearly as difference 
of eircumstances would allow, those of Bonaparte, 
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an.l of all the factions who succeeded each other 
in Franco during tlic revolution. 

Tims by a cliain of incontrovertible facts, it 
stands demonstrated that you have, generally and 
particularly, fundament.illy and in detail, violat- 
ed, in the mo'-t gross and scandalous manner, the 
best principles oi'our constilulion, — that you have 
taken away the very key stoiic of the arch, and ’eft 
the whole f’ahi ic to tumble into ruins. 

But such monstrous proceedings, if submitted 
to, would entail misery, disgrace and ruin upon 
mankind. Not to punish is to connive at th.om •. 
nil inh'resl .'■cr/cri an iJlud facias. It beiaoves. 

every man, wlio lun suHicient penetration to dis- 
cern their consequences, to consider tl>#awfii) rr- 
sponsibility wl.ich ‘ takes upon himscH, in nuL 
resisting them with aii ms energies. The natuiv 
of this responsibility cannot be better desrrihui 
than in tiic words of Junius ; " Wo owe it to ou; 
“ ancestors to preserve entire those rights wiiici? 
“ they have transniitte;l io our care ; wn; owe it v. 
*' our poiterity not to uller tl. eir denrest inheu: 
“ ance to In: de.'^tro^eJ. But, if it were jiC:-. sbf- 
" for us t(j 1;0 iii^inrahle of tlii'se sacred (iaitoj, 
“ thci'c is yet an obligation biiuling upon our- 
“ selves, from which nothing can acuiiit us , a 
“ personal interest which we cannot surrender. 

To alienate even onr own riglits, w'-o;mi{ In; a 
“ crime as much more enormous than suicide, as 
** a life of civil security and freedom is superior 



( ir* ) 


" to a bare existence ; and if life be the bounty 
*' of he^vcn, wo scornfully reject the noblest part 
" of the gift, if we consent to surrender that cer- 
** lain rule of living, without which the condition 
" of human nature is not only miserable but con- 
*' temptible. ’* 

Having now accomplished what I proposed, I 
shall conclude in the words of Cicero to the Ro- 
man Senate, respecting an atrocious delinquent 
of antiquity. 

If that sentence is passed upon him wliich his 
** crimes deserve, your authority, fathers, will be 
venerable and sacred in the eyes of the •public ; 
but if iiis great riches should bias you in his fa- 
“ vor, 1 iKill still gain one point, viz to make it 
“ appear to all the world that what was wa I'mg 
“ ill this case was not a criminal cr a prosecuior, 
but justice and punishment. *” 

• In tKc original; “ Dc qua si vos severe, rcliginseque jiidicavcri- 
!?«;: auctniiias ca (p-x in vohis lemunerc ticbet, bjc cb:f. Sin istujs in- 
gcnr(‘^ dint iii«lu inruin religi^iiicp. vciiiatnucji.t' iKM-tVegeiint ; ego 
boc tanifir . (|uar, i\t iudicium pot i s nipuhltcac quam auf rrt/x 
iiiit acci'sat jr ke<» (Ufuisst' v ’.oatur, 6Vo. in rerrem» 
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SECOND Airri('LE^///v IMPEACHMENT 
rUK BFXIUMS OF OUDE. 

I AM now going to .state tlic ])rinci})al points 
at issue between the accuseis and accused, 
on the S(ro/i,f Jrtirh' ot Impcocbninit, namely, 
the liuouMs ot ()i nr • -Iirn;))i, in the Per- 
sian, signilies but it is a title in 

India given to ladies of very liigh rank, 
who are not of royal parentage. Such are 
the Bisgums of Oudk. When the Nabob 
ScjAH Dowla, of whom I said .so much in 
my former Letters, died (in the }ear 1775), 
his Subiihcfary (.Icsicondcd to his son Asopii ul 
Dowla. — lie left behind him a Widow, 
whom I vshall distinguish, to avoid obscu- 

A rity. 
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rity, by the appellation of the younger Be- 
gum — He left also a living, who was 

the widow of Sefder Jung, whom I for- 
merly spoke of as being the first Subahdar 
of his family in possession of Oude. 

It was the custom of Sujah Dowla, as it 
is of many men in the East, to deposit tlieir 
treasures in the Zenana. — Zr/w/wis a Persian 
word, signifying iniieh tlie same as Seraglio^ 
and is the place where the* women are lodg- 
ed. It is by people ol rank held very sa- 
cred, and no person of the male sex per- 
mitted to enter it, except such as are very 
nearly related. They have rules lor regu- 
lating these exceptions, and those who are 
allowed to see the women, such as brothers, 
^cc. are called Mehretn. 

Some months after the death of Sujah 
Dowla, his son .^soelI i,l Dowla turned 
hi^ attention to the treasures of his father. 

Mr. Bris iow, who was then Resident at 
Liu'kmn", in a letter to the Supi erne Council, 
slates these treasures to amount to near two 

million 
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million sterlin£; ; but he says, that report 
made them more than double that sum. 
There are two points of view in which the 
deposit may be considered. Had it been a 
case between })rivatc individuals, the Coran 
would have dccidc'd it, and the Molbir, it 
without a settled dower, aiul all her issue, 
woulil have had their respective shares, as 
settled by that book; but as Asoi’ii oi, 
Dow I. A was a Sovereign, or at least in tlu? 
exercise of Sovereign l*ower, the treasures 
were generally eonsideix-d as the [iroperty of 
the State. 

I am of opinion, that in law, tlu‘ Bkcum’s 
yaghire would havt' been considereil as a 
proportional dowei'. and liuit she would 
have had no share ot the treasure in any 
event. 

This is my idea at juvsent, as far as I 
could collect from a small .Arabic ’frearise 
on the Mahommedan Law, now in my 
possession. There is also a large w'ork now 
in the press, translated by Mr. Hamil ion 
and Mr. Anderson, from an Arabic manu- 
script, 
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script, called Hedaya, wliicli contains amucli 
fuller explanation of tlie laws respecting 
dowers, &c. than is to be found in tlu; book 
above-mentioned. As this book will soon 
be published, it may l)e referred to ; and it 
is to be lamented, that it has not been tran- 
slated lonu; since, as it wonUl have saved 
those gentlemen who impure into India 
matters, from much error. 

I rememlxir having read in tlie llcdayijy 
that where the wife's dower is not settled at 
the time of marriages tlu'y arc guided by 
the customs of her husband’s family; thence 
I conclude al.so, tliat the Jiighirt! would have 
been ce^nsidered as a ])roporti()nal dower. 
1 shall not argue the point of right, which 
is so indelinite, particularly in this case, 
where it may be consitlered in a jn'ivate or 
j)id)lic light, tliough much w'ill depend on 
tlu‘ opinion which tl'.e Lords may entertain 
on O'is (]uestion : for if the treasure left by 
Si !AH Dow i. \ in tlie custody of liis Wi- 
dow, w'cre by politic d law the right of the 
succeeding Sovereign, or the legal property 

of 
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of Ills Son, by the laws of tlio Co/wi, I do 
not scv' how the Hkcum could think herself 
much injured, let the resumption lake place 
when it would. 

I must here digress for a minute, to take 
notice of something 1 heard from Mr. Sin> 

RiiJAN He reprobated the idea ol right 

founded on either of these gromuls I have 
stated ; and to maintain his argument, he 
told the (’onrt, that tlie .security of a Zi’mi/ut 
is the title of a Saint totlu* rdiiT. on an Al- 
tar, }d<K'od there by piety, guaidet! by Indy 
super, •;tition, and to l)e snatcl’.ed li'oni tlience 
only by sacrilege. — 'Mu* inference' lie draws 
is, that because the Zcntuni is saeicil, the 
treasure was ihi' !>; < • ^:■.s {)\\n. 

Whether Mr. Siihhi))an' meai'.t this as a 
beautiful p-eriod, or wiietlier he was ig;no- 
rant himsell, 1 cannot say; I should rather 
suppose the latter; but certain it is, that 
tile. Son, Asorii i r, l)owi..\, had as much 
right to enter the 'Zenuuu as his {'atht r ; and 
consei[uently the treasures wc*re no more 
protected against the former than the lat- 
ter. 
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ter. By the laws of the Zemma, the son was 
a Mehrem, as I stated hofo; '.'. It may as- 
sume the .rppeiiraiKV ol pedaiitry, but it is 
iicrcs: tiry to observe, that liuram in Arabic, 
i.':e:.;s nearly the same : • Zt’nnnu in Persian; 
ami Meb/em, beiiii^ a partiriph; ol i.he same 
root, sh^niries a person ])rohibite«I in mar- 
riage, to whom the Zetuvui is conse(]uently 
ojK'n. 

In the book I before (]uotcd, or in some 
otiier one in my jiossessioii, there is a chap- 
ter describing tlie degrees ot consanguinity, 
whicli fall witliin the circle of MAnun. It 
is for this reason that the Mahommedan 
Law makes a wide distinction between a 
man’s taking by l(>;cc or siealth a sum of 
imau-.' from his parents, and from those 
that are not ndated to him. In the latter 
case, it would be. feloity, if 1 may apply 
tha:. term to Mahummedan Law; but not 
iii die lonner, ’J'lie principle of this dis- 
tinction must he, that no property can be 
secii- .-J I'uMn bun wl 'bas by consanguinity 
a light to enter the Znuma Neither did 
the natives in India, at the time of seizing 

the 
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tlie Begum’s treasure, consider it in the 
same lioht it has heeii considered here, tliat 
is, as far as I understood irotn those with 
wltom 1 conversed on the subject. 

Mr. SnEKin.'.N says, t!ie argtiinents ot 
Mr. IIasiin(;s’.s Counsel v.cre iiitile and 
li’ivoious — I do not hnow liow liuy argued 
tlie ])oint, not bei::;, in v'on;! ^hat day.; 
neither am I mucii ;.i ijuaiiitv-d wth either 
of those CJentlemer- ; biii 1 can bom my 
own kno\vlede;<. iahe i pon me lo say, tluil 
Mr. SiiKiUDA.ds arpumejbs ('a tliis head 
cannot stand one im inent laii rc- any j)er- 
son wlio has tiu- s’i^;'h.t(.st kno\viei*.;e <d tlie 
Mahommedan eiistoms. To say iliai the 
Mf j! hi’ r avqnnwl, iuy \ li'i't th.e .S'.wi lost a ri*>hl 
to the treasure, li’om its Ik uig- (.!-p(.;.siled in 
the Zi'iiiiiid, is the slranjyest i.i;a that ever 
was started. Were 1 dispostnl to animad- 
vert on that (Jentleman’s sjM'ec:’., l here would 
be much room for it in that j-nt where he 
tells the Lords, that the) must not ari^ue 
from the Turkish Mahommedans, they being 
ot a mean and degenerate race. He was 
aware ot there being no law or I'ustom in 

'I'lirkev 



s 


ELUCIDATION OF THE SUBJECT OF 


Turkey liiat would waiTaiit his Zenam doc- 
trine, and h(‘ tlierclore makes a new species 
t)f Mahonunedans lor India. It is, liowcvcr, 
very foreign to my ])ur|)ose to point out tlie 
iiil.se conclusion in tlial (jee.tleman'y Oration. 
There are Coim.sel for tluit busiiu'ss, and 
they will lind no want of matter. 


I have h('ard, Mr. Snr.BiDA>4 purposes 
publishing tluit Speeeh in the I louse of (’om- 
nioirs, which ju’odueed this Impcachmc'nt. 
Were I in the list of his friends, I would 
advi.se him to imitate the wi.sdom of the 
irrand Lmjui, who deriving all his conse- 
quence from s(vlusion, keeps his jier.son from 
public view. 1 have heard the Muliiabs read 
chapters of theCorawin such tone and accent, 
that I havi' been wonderlully struck with its 
seeming sublimity ; but when I read the 
san*!' w'ords with an eye to their sense, I 
found it to be mere trash. Maiiomaied 
foresaw that "t would sutter by translation, 
and forbade tin. Com- being translated. Mr. 
SiiEKiDAN may lose by publication : and he 

cannot 
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cannot add to his fame, tliough he may to 
his fortune. 

1 will now return to the!* subjeft from 
wliich I liavc strayed almost imperceptibly 
to mvself. 

Mr. Mastinos considers the ircusure 
lodged in the Zcmimi to have been the pro- 
perty of the State ; but what his reasons for 
tliat opinion are, I do not know. He may 
say, tliat being asses'^ed and levied on the 
public for public uses, they ought not to 
be ('inployed for private ])ur])oses ; and 
thereby dri\e tlu* successor to levy new 
taxes on hi.s subject-. supply the exigen- 
cies of State, which would not have existed, 
had the collections been turned to their pro- 
per or intended use. 'I'hc King of Prussia 
seems to have entertained a similar opinion, 
when he told his succc-.ssor, that the wealth 
li ? had amassed w<is the property t)f the 
Public, and not of himself. Mr. Hastings 
will probably bring stronger rca‘T>ns tlian 
tliose I have sugge.sted, to support liis opi- 

P. 
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nion, that the Mother a6ted unjustly in with- 
holding the treasure from her Sun. 

In the latter end of 1775, the Nabob being 
much straitened for money, rc(|ucsted the 
interference or mediation of the Resident 
Mr. Bristow, wlio accordingly undertook 
it, without any instructions from the Su- 
preme Council. The result was, that he 
jjrevailed on the lady to give uj) .‘JO lacks, 
or 300,000l. in casli and valuables, and to 
cancel an obligation for ‘Id lacks of rupees, 
which she had lent her Son on a former oc- 
casion. This was all that could be obtained, 
without ijroceeding to violence ; and in or- 
der to obtain even this, Mr. Bristow was 
obliged, in the Company's name, to guaran- 
tee her in the possession of the remainder 
of the deposited treasures, and also of lier 
yagbires. Jagbires are assignments of par- 
ticular lands, for j)iirticular uses, such as the 
maintenance of fanulies, &c. ecc. They are 
analogous to Pensions, with this difterence 
only, tliat it is a land.d Estate instead of an 
Annuity paid by the Treasury 


The 
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The Supreme Council, of which Mr. Hast- 
ings was, though Governor General, an in- 
elficient Member, approved of the guarantee, 
and thus it rested till the year 1781. This 
was tlie nature of the tenure by which the 
younger Begum, or Mother of Asoph ul 
Dow LA, lield her property. 

I shall now explain the situation of the 
Elder Begum, or Grandmotlier of the Na- 
bob Asoph ul Dowla. — This Lady had 
certain allowances settled on her by lier Son 
SujAH UowLA, for the support of herself 
and dependants, ami the family of her de- 
ceased husband Seeder .Iung. She had 
st)ine Jaghire lands which she held by royal 
grant, I mean from tiie Emi'eror. Accord- 
ing to her statement, her Grandson Asoph 
UL Dowla had deprived her of these al- 
lowances, and done many other acts ex- 
tremely oltensive to her. She therefore 
adopted the resolution of withdrawing her- 
self from his dominions, and gave out that 
her intention was to visit Korhella, which 
Mr. Middleton says is another name for 
Mecca ; but I think it is the burying jdace 

of 
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of Husun, M a hommed’s grandson, who was 
killed and buried in the Di’stirfs of CbaUka. 
This, however, is very inunaterial. The 
Nabob disapprov( tl of licr de])arture, and 
requested Mr. Middleton'.s influence wlio 
was then Resident at his Court, to prevent 
it. 


Mr. Middleton engaged in the business, 
and after much ncirociation, it was settled.-- 
The princij^al terms w'ore, that she should 
go to Korlellu when she liked ; that her pen- 
sionary laiuls should Ix' restored, and during 
her absence, be under the care of theyw/zge/’ 
Begu.m; that she should have the manage- 
ment of the y.ouvia (that is, her deceased 
sons, women and children,) and an allow- 
ance of al)out 14,000 rupees a month lor 
their subsistence. There were; other ar- 
ticles, but I have stated the most important. 

'1 iic Managers contend, that Mr. Mid- 
dleton guaranteed this agremeent, and 
thereby pledged the (’ mipany's faith for the 
observant. e of it . 


Mr. 
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Mr, Middleto.n' se'cins to consider him- 
solf as a witness only, and engaged no far- 
ther than to use his infivience with llte Na- 
bob, in case he .should be inclined to break 
it. It does not appear that he e\er ac- 
quainted the Board with what he had done; 
but his successor, Mr. Pi iti.tst;, did coni- 
Hiunicate some account of this guarantee, 
as the Begum seems to have considered it, 
to the Supreme C’ouncil in the year IT^o. or 
thereabout. IVobably the Biati M miglit 
not undtT, stand the difllTeiKV bt'tween sieti- 

t ' 

ing as a witness, and as a guarantee. Mr. 
Hastings denies having- any knowledge oi 
this transaction ; and it stems evident troin 
several documei:;.--.. that he never apj^roved 
of the Resident’s iiuerrerence with the do- 
mestic arrangements of the Nabob’s family, 
and the settlements of his parents. 

Here I must beg leave to make a few ob- 
servations uj)on the conduc!: of the Nabob 
and hi:> Mother. — The latter had not ho- 
nesty enough to give up any part of tlie 
Tretisurc she had in her posse.ssion v\ hen her 
Husband died, of her own free will and ac- 
cord:— 
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cord : — for as I have shewn already, it was 
either the property of her Son in his Sove- 
reign capacity, as (Juardian and Trustee for 
the State, or it beh)nged to him as tlie legal 
Heir of Sujaii Dowla, and to the other 
Children, t<.c. according to the proportions 
settled by the Coran . — To have made it her 
own, she should have set up a Will, of 
which I have heard no mention . The Na- 
bob’s character was so well known to his 
Mother and Crandmother, that neither of 
them would trust his word, unless the Com- 
pany pledged their faith for his observance 
of it. — Accordingly, we find that when the 
Nabob gave a receipt in full tor his share of 
his Patrimony, though in fail he got no 
more than the Mother chose to give him, Mr. 
Bristow berame Si'curity. It is observable, 
that this (Jentleman acled without the au- 
thority of the Supreme C’ouncil, in respeil 
to Tee agreement with the younger Begum, 
as Mr. Middleton did with respeit to the 
ihler. It is natural to suppose that the.se 
Cjentlemei) considered an arrangement be- 
tween such very near relations, rather of a 
pri\ate than ])ublic nature.-— The interfe- 


rence 
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rence can be justified but upon one ground, 
namely, that the Begums might be pro- 
voked to leave the Son's Dominions, and 
carry otF the immense Treasures they were 
supposetl to possess. Another observation 
occurs, that though the Nabob is represent- 
ed by the My\NAGEKS as a most dutiful Son 
and Grandson, yet we find that in 177S, 
three years after the death of his Father, lie 
had so stripped his CJrandmother of all the 
Jaghires and Pensions allowed her by Su- 
JAH Dovvi.a, for the maintenance of herself 
and de])cndants, that she was driven to the 
determination of leaving his Dominions, as 
the only means of j)reserv!ng tlie residue ol 
her fortuni.'. .tr.'l to eiU('t this, slie gave 
out that she wisluci lo make a Pilgrimage to 
Korbelld. 

Here is another instance of thi; wonderful 
effect of Oratory, and of the skill which men 
of abilities possess in bringing one jiart ot 
the i’iiturc into the most striking point of 
view', whilst another of no less importance 
is tlirown back into the Shade, and scarcely 
noticed. I have heard many people, w'ho 

happened 
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happened to attend Westminster Hall on 
particular days, or who read now and then 
in a Newspaper, some part of Mr. She- 
ridan's Summary on this Charge, observe, 
that Mr. Hastings must have been lost to 
all the feelings of humanity, when he in- 
sisted on the Nabob’s taking away the 
’Ireasures of his Parents; whereas the fact 
is, that t!ie old Begum ow'cd all she had to 
the interference of Mr. Middi.eion ; and 
tlie ynwr^cr Bi.ca m is indebted to the nicdia- 
t.on and guarantee of Mr. Bklstow for the 
detention of that pioperty which .she at 
least ought to have divided, or, in the opi- 
nion of most people, to have given iij) all 
together . — \t the .same time that 1 think it 
was indecent in tlu‘ Knglish (jovornmont to 
intei-fere in their public capacity between 
the Nabob and his Parents, yet having once 
.saiiiMioned the agreement, and committed 
ih' ir faitii to the Begu.m, they most un- 
doubtedly ought I a adhere to it. I think 
also with t!)»- Manageu.s, that the circum- 
stance of Ml MiODi.E'i on’s signing the 
d’reaty, though periiaps witiuait the know- 
ledge of his Masters, bound t!.<'in as eft’ec- 

tually 
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tiially as it’ it had been done by their ex- 
press order and instrii(!:tion, tliat is, if he 
signed it as a gaarantee, not as a witness. 
Bui it is not reasonable to think, that in the 
Ibriner case, he would have kept it from the 
knowledge of his Superiors; if he did, he 
ouglit to answer for it himself. 


Mr. on his examination, did 

Mr. 1Iastin(;s, in the opinion of many peo- 
ple w'ho could reason only from the compa- 
rison of a few circumstances, more injury, by 
his w'ant of recollection, and cautious mode 
of answering, than he would have done, had 
he given the most correct and explicit eluci- 
claUon. — 1 do iioi m<’an to say that Mr. 
MiODM/roN was incorrect, but not knowing 
what facts might be thought criminal by the 
House of Co.mmons, he seemed afraid to 
answer many ipiestions, lest they might on 
a future occasion be turned against himself. 
It seems Mr. Minni.i.T< \ was advised by 
Counsel, (not Mr. IIasi iNos’s, tor they re- 
fused to give him any on the subject) not to 
answer particular tpieslions. 'ri’.at cautious 
mode may be very riglit, and it certainly 

C must 
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must he so, or it would not be recommended 
by all lawyers in general ; but to those who 
are not professional men, and do not make 
the same allowances, it seems as if the witness 
was conscious of guilt, and therefore wished to 
hide it. The hearers, such as I have described, 
immediately give him credit for some thing 
infinitely worse tlian his examiners them- 
selves impute to him. 

■"I'liis witness stood in an awkward predi- 
cament : — he liad formerly been accused by 
Mr. Hastings, before the Supreme Coun- 
cil, of iniscoiulu(J'f in this very business ; and 
when he found himself prest by' entangling 
qiu'stions, in Westminster Hall, he seemed 
fearful that every answer might be turned 
against himself. The Managers repre- 
sented this appearance of fear as the efiedl 
of his caution, and tlesire to screen Mr. 
Hastings ; whereas in facH, his own safety 
was liis real objeiil, as he at last acknow- 
leilged, whi'ii he threw himself on the in- 
dulgence of tlu Court. 

Such was Mr. Middleton's case. Before 
I drop the subject of the right eacli Begum 

had 
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liacl lo licr Treasure and Jagliire, I must 
answer a question lliat will naturally rise in 
the mind of every attentive reader, namely, 
why did not the Naboi? take possession of 
the 'rreasures deposited by his Father in the 
Zeiiano, immediately upon his accession lo 
the Musmid or Throne ? The answer is, that 
it was not in his power, without waging 
war with his Mother, who had all the (lity 
of Fyviobad and its vicinity in her interest, 
and therefore the issue might have been un- 
favourable. Tlie Nabob took a diflerent 
method, and tried to borrow the money, in 
which he succeeded to a certain amount ; 
and wlien his Mother would Itud no inoj (‘, 
he aj)))lied to Mr. Baisrow, as I have al- 
ready stat('d. I 1’ uld have observed, that 
in thovear 177K, the Nabob seemed inclined 
to break throuuh the aCTcement made v/ith 
his Mother, under the sanction of Mr. 
Bristow, but was prevented by the Board. 


I have shewn how the Bixjums became 
possessed of their treasure an.! jagliires, and 
ill what manner the Company guaranteed 

the 
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the posscvssion tliereoi tolhe i Ih'.oi’M: 

for I aiMMOt fnici lh*nt there is any prooi o'i 
the Company's fuith being j-ledgecl to the 
Elder. I liiive read tlie evidence over atten- 
tivel}'’, and I cannot hnd that Mr. Midolk- 
T(^N was authorised by the boai’d ; on the 
contrary, tlierc is a Leitc-r from tliein to 
him, forbidding his a6tivc iiiterlerence, but 
ajiproving oi his conciliatory mode of set- 
tling the disputes between the (iru.'.dDiolht’r 
and (iiwidsoiihy advice. It does not aj)pear 
by any of tlie jjublic coiTesj)ondence, that 
any greater latilude was ever given t'' tin; 
Resident, 

The ManactEks argue this ])oint, on a 
presumption that there must iiave been ])ri- 
vatc authority from Mr. HAsiiNCis alone', 
f iiiiist I'.'ave' this point as it stands, tlu-re 
being .sir picion on oiv side, and tlenial on 
the < 'tiler. 

In mv foi'ii .'•r I.eiter I stated, that in tlic 
vtar 17.^’, Mr. Has’ \cs went lo /A’/a/ax 

v' -» 

-md thai an ii;suru'r<ion br(;ke out in tlu.t 
paanince' by the me'-ins oi ('nr.Y''' Siro and 
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his adhc'rents. During these troubles, the 
Nub;)!) niarchetl witli his troops to tl:e aid 
ol' Mr. Hastings, and met him at Chu/uir, 
in the vicinity ot Benares. 

A new agreement was made between the 
Nabob and the Company, eonsii-ting ot seve- 
ral articles; but that which more immetli- 
atdy concerns this jiart of the C'han';e wa,:, 
that the Nabob should be at liberty to re- 
sume all the .laghires and i'en^ionaiv hands 
in liis dominions. In the exccur't'n of this 
plan, Mr. Hastings urged the Nabol) to 
make the resumption general. Ihit with 
respect to the jaghiu's of tlu* i’e/wav Ih - 
he insisted rliat an annuity should be 
paid Iier, eopial to '!■ sum it was supposed 
to bring in. In this re\sumj)tion Mr. H.' 1- 
iNGs .seems in souie measure to have bcv ii 
iiulu. iced, or at least accelerateil by the 
reports he had heard ccMicerning tl'o aid 
vhich Caii'.v r Sinc; (!eri\cd Irmn some of 
these .laghiredars, particularly the lii,i;i,.-is. 
i<ut il he had luard no such rejiort, reason 
and sound policy would have justilied the 
measure, 'ho what can we impute tlx* re- 
bel iivOii 
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bellion at Iknares, l)ut to that weak policy 
adopted by the Supreme Council, when 
they suflered ChiEvr Sing to keep up a 
large Iwdy of troops, in a manner indepen- 
dent of the h2nglish CJovernment. I do not 
mean, that he was independent of the Eng- 
lish Government, for he cxTtainly was not ; 
but the Army in his pay lot)king no higher 
up than to their immediate Chief, put it into 
his power to assert independence whenever 
an opportunity ollered. 

One wouki have thought, that the double 
game which Bin want Sing played between 
the Nalx)b Sima n Dowt.a and tlio Knglislj 
on a former tx'casion, might have convinced 
t he Company s Servants ot the absurdity of 
having too powerful a suhji'cl. Such was 
tlieease with the 1>i:gcms, for tlieir jagliircs 
were so large and populous, that we iind 
t'lc Toimger Beo. m told Mr. liiusiow, that 
II the I'iiigli^h Would stand neuter, lujr son 
might do his worst. Mr. Hastings saw 
the ncvx'.ssity of ' rcaking this ])ower, but 
he ought to have seen it sooner. Ferliajts 
in excuse for this he niigh.t sav, ” I saw it 

before. 
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before, but had it not in iny power/’ — It 
may be so. 

'Flic history of Europe sliews tlie necessity 
of having- the strength of a kingdom coiu en- 
tered in one Government, of whatever form 
that (jovernment may be. ENtJLANo was 
full of intestine commotions till Henry the 
Seventh reduced the power ol the Barons , 
and France made but a .small figure, be- 
fore the whole force of the kingdom was un- 
der the immediate contn)! of oiu; Admini- 
.stration. 

The rcsiiniplion oi the iaghirc's was cer- 
tainh' a wi.st* nR'.tsiire, and cannot stand in 
nei'd of any tliTnci Neither is it unusual 
for Sovereigns in India to revoke these 
grants ; and I observe that Mr. Pi RLiNf; 
gave evidence to that eltect ; for surely the 
|jow’er that gave, may resume. The Be- 
euMs had in natural justi<-<.- a claim to an an- 
nuity of eijual value, botli on account of 
dower and of the guarantee, providetl they 
had committed no ac'tf de.scrving confiscation. 
Our Legislature takes away part of any 

man's 
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jiiai/s land, wlicn wanted for public use, 
a.’!:/ compels the owner to take an estimated 
compensaiion in money, without consulting 
Ivs inclinaiion. If then it be justifiable to 
ta'vo away property for public convenience, 
such as new Koads, Canals, &c. how much 
moi"'' ••ea'<o!ial)le must it be, to do the same, 
though in a much higher degree, when the 
not (ioi'ig it endangers the peace and 
sa^et^ of Ine community. Besides, in the 
case of the Becjums, there was something 
worse llian ordinary : the administration of 
the jaghires was in the hands of two Eu- 
nuch-, who wt'i'e notoriously disafiected to 
the Nabob. It is owing to this circumstance, 
that nodire(!-t proof of revolt <‘an be brought 
home to tin* Broi’Ms. Proof tliere undoubt- 
edlv is, but it is circumstantial. Their 
guilt can onl) be inferred from the conduc^l 
of their Ministers, for Ladies of their rank 
I'.o not Iransa^l l:- ;siness in public. But of 
this I may havs. occasion to speak here- 
after. 


'rherc -ai-'pears to me to I’.avc been great 
wnpropriety it; Interfering bet> ’een the Na- 
bob 
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h.')l)aiul Jii.s Piircnts in over v instance, unless 
t lie Sii j)renK‘ (’oiincil oonsidorecl them as pos- 
;-;('sso(.l of sejiarate Sovereignties. What 
would the Politicians of Enrojjc think of it, 
if tlu'Y 'iaw onr Mini.stry guaranteeing to 
iiie Mother and CJramhnotlier of the 
Kui'xeif King tlu'ir re.sj)eclivc Jointures and 
.Marriage* Settk'inents? However, a,s lar as 
the guarantc'e extended, it is ineunihem 
Uj)on Mr. Hasiinos to ;,iu‘W ih.at lu: adhe- 
red to the s])irit of it, or to assign some 
reason Idr tlu* contrary ; (Hlierwi.se, 1 agree 
with Mr. Hi 15 K I , that tlu* honour of the 
nation is tarnished. 1 think 1 have alixady 
-* own hevond the jxmc*!' ol ohjeetion or ca- 
\il, tha' i he !*{"• n’c'-tinn oi the jagliires was 
iountled uj)oii -it ol prudence and 

sound policy, cuniirined 1)\ recejjt tint! iatal 
experienc('. And if it lav in niy power, I 
would rather institute an en(]uirv into the 
reason o{' its not heing done ■uumer, than ot 
Is iKing ilone \\heii it ve. P.nl as I ^aid 
ht'loi'e, the Hi <.;*.!■; ware intitled to an 
equivalent. An annuitv td ef|ual valiu* wa*; 
proposed, hut not readily accept -v-d. 'J'hey 
did not relish the idea oi partin'!- witii iheir 

1) inn'.iem 
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influence in the country. Doubtless they 
were encouraged to resist by their lavouvite 
Eunuchs, whose interest would be ruined by 
it. It is probable tliat they reasoned in the 
same manner as a wealtliy (Jentleman does 
in this country, who sets more value on 
1(),()0()1. a year rising from an extensive travit 
ol land in some (’ountv, ilian be rloes on 
ll.oool, issuing from the bank, as the ijite- 
rest ol bis Stoi'k. 'I’lie lormer gives him 
great influence, the latter \ery little, if any. 
In tlu' i\‘Sumj)tion of the iagliires in general, 
tlie Nabob was leii to his own di.scrction as 
to C(|uivalents ; and piobably would have 
been so with respect to his Mother, hatl not 
the Company’s hiith been j)iedgecl. He was 
therelore bound to make them compen.saiion, 
and the Company became answerable for 
the payment ol the annuities, in tlie samt' 
tnaniKT as they elid Ibr tlteir {tossession of 
tl'a i’’ jagbires. f j short it was an usefl'iil 
iommutalion. 

Mr. i' bis elefenev: says, that 

grtitit^.vie to the Nabob for bis ready assist- 
ance at the time he himscll was in diKtr(?ss 

at 
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.'tt i'bunar, was an accessary motive to the 
consent he .so readily gave to tht? rc'sinnption 
ot the jag'hires. That might serve as a gooil 
reason for expediting the business, but one 
would ba\e tliougiil, tiiat Mr. llAsnxnEs 
had seen enough at lit'iiiJiys to convince him 
of the gen(;ral tende ncy wliicli all the sul)- 
ordinatc Chieds have to revolt iijion all 
occasions ; and that none of tlu'tn ;ire ac- 
tually subordinate longer than the_\ arc* un- 
able' to resist It may b(' saiil, that iheC'u//- 
of the (jovruuncnt is, im/yriuin 

in imfx'ri'), or rather imilhi imjh’riii in imperii'. 
Il is so ; but it is wretched ])oli('y for the 
Knghsli loadopt, who hold tl)e!r ])osscssion,s 
in tlu- Iwist. .S'-’ much in opinion a-; by 
jorte; and t lu^ ’ in o! Knglish Invinci- 
bility grows wealicr ('very day. '^I'o this 
division of powiT we may attriiiule all the 
inlc.stine commotions in Indoslan, and the 
present debility, 1 may almost say, annihi- 
’ation of the Emperor’s .nnliority'. d'hcro 
will always bc' an opposition, .stronger or 
weaker, to every’ Government ; and the dit- 
ference which Eng i. and feels betwt'cn its 
present state, and that previous toHicNUV 

tlic 
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the Sf.venth, is, that then ()pj)()sition had 
recourse to their swords, and now to their 
tongues. The men are alike, tiu; spirit is 
alike, hut the means are altered. 

From what I ha^e .‘^aiil, it mu.st be allow- 
ed that tlu‘ resumj)tion ol the j;;ghires was 
])nuient, w ise, aiul just, w hether a guarantecj 
e.\i.sted or not. But it strikes jne as a very 
absurd conclusion, to maintain that because 
a Sovereign has granted a guarantee, ht; is 
not at liberty to withdraw it, wlien the cir- 
cumstances which induced him to make it 
are no longer the same. All securities of 
this kind are nuule under an implietl, if not 
expressed proviso, that it .^hall entiun' no 
longer than the j)arty favoured shall (kser\e 
it . d'he only rule whereby we can jutlge of 
the coiuluct of tlu' Supreme Council, is that 
ol {)olitical prudc'iice. Was it riglit in the 
I'Mclish CJovt-riii to inlerfere between 
! i.e Nnbol) ciiul In. I'art'iUs.^ Certainly not^ 
it tile Na.bob is ci.Msidered ;■ i a Sovereign ; 
il as a Sul>'n,vl, j)er'’ap.s otherwise. Was it 
right to advise, or permit him to resume 
the jaghires, wltcn CAperience had shewn 

their 
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ilK'ir *!1 ('onsc'iuoncc'i rndoiibk’dh i! was, 
and ihn blain'.'uhle part is i1k' t;Tantinyj 
ol: tl’.cni, particularly to Women, wlio must 
entrust the nianaiivincnt to other har.-Js. 

Ilavinu; now slu'wn why tlic jaoliircs were 
and ouii;lit to be resumed, I shall ])ix>(:eed 
with the narrative j)art. .Vl’t-T the e \ecu- 
tion of the 'breaty with thi‘ \al)ob, on t! e 
l.‘)th Septeanber, 17S1, lor thc‘ resumption 
of the jaj'liire's, iSie. it ajipears tint Mr 
ilAsiiN'cs receivin';’ still iurther infoi’ination 
of the Hi'oi M'- ha\in!; aided (hii'v i Sixo 
in the Ib-bellion at Hi’iitin's, conceived tlie 
idea ol conli-'- aiiiu’; that trea^iu'c which wa- 
in t)\e poss("-.si(ri ol 'h'* o a/ r 
the Naifob’.i Moll and whiiipas [ .--.aid 
iieiore, was i!;uara!iteed bv Mr. Himsi v- 
i’he Manaoi us lay much stn.ss uiic.n M, 
Mi nni.K ion's renewing' the sanu* guarantea 
to the YhiDiiSi’f Ib'ocM in ITTS. It does ira 
howevc-r aj)j)ear, that h(‘ had any jnirlicuUf. 
authority lor it ; neitlier .an 1 percc'ive any 
use it was ol, tor M>’. i’meiow s act bound 
till' (iompany as linn as the renovation of 
the same by Mr.Minni.i.io'; could possibly 
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do. riio giuiraiUoc* to tlie I'miicrr BrooM 
is admitted. It is that to the Elder only 
vvhicli appears to he in dispute. But oven 
tliis is in reality oI little conscqiienre, for 
tile two Ladies were- so lilended toijether in 
every ael, that wliati'ver involved onc>, in- 
volved the other also. 

'I'he two Br.(>i'.Ms are eonlotmdcd together 
even by (jentlemen well aeipiainted with In- 
dia in gi'iieral. I lu- Natives of India oh- 
s(.'rve a loolisli ri’seiasiee in sjicaking or 
writing of pe)>ons oi high rank : they do 
not lik«.: to mention ‘lieir names, partiru- 
larly of women, and Ir nee m somi’ of the 
Letters in tlie Book-, oi Lvidenei', there is an 
aj)[i;iunt ohscurily a,-, to the Lady nu'aiit. 
'1 h.e hut i.i, tii. prir.eipal shaie ot |H)wer 
was ii) the oi t'*:.- tlun'^er Bfolm, hat 

tht* l.ldi'r w<is the ,\dvist-i‘ and nirciHress in 
n.'i tilings, d :.e )< .^jion.sihiliiy lay w'itU 
1/. “ ionnsf, as far as it eonld l:ty with a I.,ady 
in a /etnirj 

In NeneodK-r !7''t, as Sir Klijah Impey 
was about to pay the N'aboli a visit at lAuk^ 

WAV, 
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vo:c', Mr. Hastikc^.s .sent l)v him a verbal 
niessai^c to Mr. Miodi.kion, the purport 
of wiiicli was, tiiat if llie Naljob were in- 
clined to conliscate or take* j)o.sses.sion of 
that treasure, wliich had Ibrmerly been in 
dispute between him and his Mt)ther, the 
Ufuarantee would not Ik- pleach'd against 
him. I do not know that these' are th^ 
j>recise words; lint the' spirit, I lake to 
amount to this, (hat ih.c' Nabob Uiieht, it he 
thought projK'r, ta.kc* j'<\s.session ol'tl'.e tiva- 
surc(. 


'i his is sec'ininglv i ircultous, but tlu'i'e 
‘.\as nc> uu'thod (’>1’ inter‘erliig wilh the N.i- 
bob's CJo’.eriitMeo; In; iii the waN (d adNliv 
a!ui ivcomiueiuiiit li'ii - — It was well ke.ow!) 
that the Nab(d) l(nig'ed l*)r :m opj-oi tuniiy 
(i) possess himself ol that (reasure, wliic'ti h(' 
always had considered as urijusily with-held 
irom him. 

'The Ma.naot.ks take woiulirlui acKai;- 
tao-e of this eircumstaiu c' ; 1 nu'aa the: sue- 
gostion made by Mr. IIasuncos in thv' wav 
I have mc'utioned. — d'he advising a Sn; to 

ria> 



32 KLUCIDATION OF THE SUBJECT OK 

rob his Mother, is by them placed in a 
thousand difterent lights, — It Certainly had 
a great efVe^t upon the House of Commons, 
Avlien Mr. Shkkidan opened this Article: — 
his Speech also had some eilecl upon the 
Audience in Westminster Hall.— -I have 
sonietiines tliouijht tliat it would save a deal 
()f trouble, if every Advocate and Orator on 
the accusing side of the (|uestion, were obli- 
ijed to take an Oath that he would not di- 
rectlyor indirectly endeavour to make others 
believe what lie did not believe himselfj or 
to take a similar Oath at the end of his 
Sj)eech, that he had not mis-stated any fact 
wilfully, nor rejiresented any thing better 
or worse than lie really believed it to be. 
I would lay this tax only on the accuser, 
Miimanitv makes great allowance for the 
accused. It is natural for a man to deny 
guilt ; self-})reserv,ition justifies it ; but there 
appears to be so' lethiiig unpardonable in 
imputing eriminai'i\ , when undeserved, and 
also in torturing aCts into guilt by misre- 
presentation. 


When 
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Whc'H Mr. Sheridan was talking of the 
tender Son, how much it would ha\e taken 
olf from the brilliancy of his colouring, had 
he said to the audience in the next sentence : 
lint remember, there zvas no tune ivhen the Nn- 
bob zcould not bai'e done this very aff, if not re- 
strained by the Company . And if lie had addetl, 
this tender Son zvas so cruel as to deprive his 
firandmotijer rf the alloriciincrs settled by his Fa- 
ther, and drove her to the res Jution of flying from 
his Dominions, unless the Company ivould proted- 
her. How much would it have allected the 
pathetic part of his Oration, had he stated, 
that these very treasures were unjustly de- 
tained by an avaricious Mother from a needy 
and distressed Son. Yet Mr. Sheridan 
know most of these circumstances jierfedily 
well, when he made his Oration of lour days 
length in Westminster Hall. He might say, 
and it is the only thing he could say, I do 
not lielieve one syllable that malu's in favour 
of Mr. Hastings, but I implicitly believe 
all that appears or can be made appear 
against him. I cannot help saying, though 
perledlly uninterested in the fate of Mr. 
Hastings, or in the event of the Trial, that 

E the 
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the knowledge whicli I possess of the sub- 
ject, gave me tliat disgusting kind of view 
which a person unaccustomed to plays is 
liable to, and always feds, upon icmoving 
from the front boxes to behind the scenes, 
Mr. SiiEiUD AN understands the human mind : 
he knows how inflammable it is, and he 
knows how to warm it, and to cool it : lie 
can mould it to his own likimj. He knows 
that few pco])le possess a mind like his 
own, that is r.ipable of surveying a large- 
Edifice at one coinprehi'iisive glance: he 
knows also, how to fix the observer's eye 
upon that ])art which may serve his own 
purpose, by exciting either pleasure or dis- 
gust. 


I havv' bc‘en led into these digrc'ssive re- 
fleet i(;ns by referring to that Gentleman's 
Speech to refresh my .neinory, in regard to 
a particular circuinstaiye I shall soon have 
occasion to state. ---I have just laid it down, 
impressed with tv\-> vi>y contrary senti- 
ments ; I fed a high degree cd ]>ity for the 
weakness of those minds which cai.not Iw 
seduced by sounding periods, and a still 

higher 
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Higher degree of admiration at the Elocution 
of the ingenious Spcidvcr, 

To form a tolerable judgment of the me- 
rit or demerit of Mr. Ha.sting.s’s condud:^, 
you musL enter into all his views and inten- 
tions when he left Calcutta to visit the Upper 
Provinces, and to settle the dispute with 
CiiEYT Sing. Tliese I shall state, as far as 
I can collect them from the several accounts 
lie has given himself, from the knowledge I 
liad through other channels, and ifoin the 
observations made by the Managp-rs during 
the trial. Mr. Hastings's lirst objecL was 
certainly the proi uri'inont of money, with- 
)ut which it was im[)o.s.sible for the wheels 
d (iov(;rnment to move at all. 

I cannot avoid remarking in this place, 
that whatever errors Mr. IIasnngs may 
have commitU'd, he was driven into themb^ 
a solecism in jiolitics. I say a solecism in 
[lolitics, yet 1 do not know where to lix the 
blame. — What 1 allude to, is the appoint- 
ment of a Council to govern a kingdom ; to 
wage war, and perform every other acc oi 

Sovereigntv. 
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Sovereignty, without pointing out some 
mode of raising extraordinary supplies for 
extraordinary occasions. Every body knows, 
that in all States, there are times when the 
produ6l of the year will not defray the ex- 
penccs of the year. What then is to be 
done ? I’he Council have only the choice of 
illegalities — take what steps they will, and 
they must be condemned at all events, of 
a6ting illegally (I mean with respe6t to the 
Laws of Great Britain) if thev are tried bv 
Englishmen ; for many people of this 
country have no idea of any thing being le- 
gal and just, which has not the sanction of 
Parliament, without ever considering, that 
in India there is no Parliament to consult, 
— Another consideration with Mr. Hast- 
iNCis seems to have been the correction of 
some evils in the Nabob's Cjovenmient, 
whose wealth and > esourtvs were found to 
bt' on the decline, .md unable to sujjport 
^he army, there being at that time near a 
third ot our military <'stablislmient in the 
Nabob's dominions, and in his pay. Pro- 
bably he might then have had in contem- 
plation the resumption of some, or all the 

jaghires ; 
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jagliircs ; for tlie Nabob had granted away 
i:o many as to diminish his Revenue without 
diminishing his expences. He doubtless had 
other views, but these were tlie most con- 
spicuous. It happened with Ihm, as it doe.s 
with most others, that in the? prosecution ot 
one design, another design grow.s out of it ; 
that is, unexpetited events liappen, which 
generate otlier events. The rebellion of 
CiiKYT SiNO was certainly an incident that 
deranged Mr. Hastings's ])lan ; but it is to 
that rebellion we must attribute the conduct 
of the Hi:gu.m ; for th.ou'ilt .site might have 
entertained ill will to the English, she* 
would have coiieealed it till a lit opportunity 
occurred of manl!. .Jng it. The allair at 
linuin’s was like a shower ot rain, winch 
brings forth tiie weeds ; biit the seeds were 
in the earth before. No doubt, when Mr. 
Hastings was well assured of the Begum’s 
di.saHe<l;Hon to the English Cxovernment, and 
(j 1 her having lent aid toCiiEvr he 

conceived the idea, not of jjunishing her, 
for her .sex would not allow' of it, but of de- 
priving her of the means of luture mi.schiet. 
But as to tlie jaghires, he most likely would 
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have advised or permitted the resumption ot 
them, let the Begums have acted how they 
^^■ollld ; but they would liave had a pecu- 
niary equivalent. 

I'herc is one thing which has often oc- 
curred to my mind, when reflecting on the 
cnu'lly of taking away the jaghires and trea- 
sures, as described by Mr. Siikkidan ; but 
it has not been drawn into argument by 
either party : it is, that the only peo’ple 
really and Irtna Jidt' injured by taking away 
the jaghires, were the Izvo FAimubs, her 
i’rinie Ministers. Theirs was the real 
power, and they h.ad all the influence, d'he 
Begum could, Ironi her situation and con- 
flnement, do nothing but by the advice of 
these men. A woman secluded from view 
in a Zt'iiiinA^ could be but a mere tool or 
machine in tiie hands of her ministci s. They 
wrote and dictated all her letters. It is im- 
pcjssible to h.ive been otherwise. The very 
idea of sutl(*ring two Eunuchs, under the 
name of the Be(;um, to ma.nage a large 
province, is absurd in the exTcme, and 
could have been sutlered only by want ot 

consideration, 
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(•o:isi(kratic>!i, or the means to alter it. You 
s't'e tlien, Mr. H vstfngs could not have had 
an itleaol' vinclit^ive justice towards the Bii- 
GiM, whatever he mij^ht have had towards 
her I'aimichs. 'riic former was beyond his 
reach, whatever his inclinations might have 
boon ; the latter were amenable to jiLstiec in 
their persons, and certainly ought to an.'.wej* 
for their mal-administration, as much as a 
inini.ster in this kingdom would do in like 
circunistances : I may sa}’, a great deal more, 
for many repreluaisibie measures in tins 
eountry, which have been imputed to tiu' 
Mini.ster of tlu' dat, dal not originate with 
him. lie was consequently bjanuakle lor 
the e.xeciitioii , '.ait th.e Ibfi ms’ I' li- 
nuchs were the; autlua's and executors ol 
every act, good or had. So early as t!ie 
}ear l77o, Mr. Buisiow speaking of thc.se 
men, says, that t!ie\ j>reservi‘d a toLi! iiide- 
pi’!idi'/kr iip'jii Ibt’ tiiid bis }fi,’iislers, n - 

fiot’d ijhi'dicm'i' to bis /•.■ri.'iUiUiihSf and bcid the 
'jfficers of bis irrrirn.'mciU. I would lure ha\(' 
it be uiK!er.stood in general, that when I 
.speak ol the di.salieclion aiul seditious dis- 
position of the Ib-GCMs, I lollow tlie lan- 
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guage of the Accusers and the Accused ; for 
in my opinion, the Eunuchs wore princi- 
l)al]y, if not wholly culpable. 


I said in a former part of this Letter, that 
after Mr. Hastings received what he 
thought decisive testimony against the Be- 
Cri^MS, he conceived the idea of confiscating 
t!io treasure of which I have said so much. 
It is not pcriectly ascertained, at least I can- 
not make it out Irom comparing the evi- 
dence, whether it arose from ILdek Beg, 
the Nabob’s ai^fing Minister, from Mr. 
Hastings himself, or from Sir Ei.ijah Im- 
PEY. The latter s]>caks of it as an idea of 
his own suggesting ; but the most probable 
thing is, and it is stated by Mr. Sheridan 
in his speech, that it was fir.'^t proposed to 
Mr. Hastings by Hydeh Bi-g, through the 
nij -ms of Ally Irrahee.m ; but in my opi- 
nion, it is very ill worth iih|uiring into. 
Certain it i.s, that Sir Elijah Impey gave 
his oipinioii in favour of the legality of it, 
founded on the suppovition that the Be- 
gums IkuI been guilty <'f hostility, either by 

causing 
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causing insurre6lIons, or secretly aiding 
CheytSing. 

I have already taken notice of Sir Elijah's 
going to Lurkfiow, and al^ of the co'm- 
inissioh he was to execute ; but it happened 
that in a conversation with Mr. Hastings, 
concerning tlVe kevolution which had just 
then taken place in Benares, he expressed an 
idea, tliat as Mr. Hastings had many ene- 
mies in England, it might be adviseable for 
him to collect Affidavits in proof of those 
fat'-.ts which had led to the Revolution alx)ve- 
mentioned. Mr. Hastings caught the idea, 
and approved of it ; in my opinion very in- 
judiciously. In 'this opinion I do not expert 
many supporters, but my reasons arc these 
— Affidavits are to remove doiibts, but a 
llcbcllion cannot be a doubtful thing; its 
consequences arc felt far and near, and the 
report of it spreads, uncontradi6fcd, through 
whole countries. You often hear various 
accounts as to the minutia?, but no man 
doubts of any of the rebellions he reads of 
i'.i the English History, Besides, greater 
revolutions have been effected in India, and 

F the 
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the Dire6lors relied upon the veracity of 
their Government for the statement of fa6ls. 
Add to this, the idea of defending before ac- 
cusation, implies guilt. I must say, I do 
much disapprove of Sir Elijah's advice, and 
blame Mr. Hastings for accepting it. Sir 
Elijah is esteemed a man of great profes- 
sional abililics, and of a very superior un- 
derstanding : he may have many obje6lion.“ 
to what I have stated, but my mind cannot 
of itself strike out any good reason for 
taking those Affidavits. 

There is one mistake, however, into which 
the Managers seem to have fallen, for they 
speak of the Affidavits as having been col- 
lected to establish the guilt of the Begums, 
whereas that was not the obje6l of thcmw 
The scheme of confiscating the treasure was 
adopted previous to the taking of the Affi- 
davits, They were intended to justify what 
liad happened at Be): ares, and all that relates 
to the Begums came in collaterally ; for the 
deponents gave in of themselves all that 
they knew of the troubles in general. 


Had 
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Had tliese Affidavits been colledVed for the 
purpose of criminating the Begums, they 
would have been much more full and ex- 
plicit, that is to say, Mr. Middleton would 
have informed those who made the Ailida- 
vits, that they must be particular in stating 
all they knew concerning these Ladies and 
their dependents. Mr. Sheridan took 
great advantage of this want of point, and 
infers from it, that Mr. Hastings could 
get no better proof to rely upon ; whereas 
the fa6t is, Mr. Hastings never tried to 
collect a body of evidence against the Be- 
gums ; as it came in collaterally, and almost 
accidentally, he availed himself of their con- 
tents, w'hen he found himself attacked upon 
this article. This distinction seems to be 
understood by very few of those with whom 
I have conversed on the subjeCt. I know 
three officers, now in London, who conversed 
with some prisoners taken during the re- 
bellion of Cheyt Sing, at Pateeta or 
Lutteefpore, who declared they were of 
that party of Nujeebs who were sent by 
the Begums from Fyzabad, and I believe 
from Colonel Popham. to the youngest 

officer 
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officer in his canjp, the fadl was never 
doubted, nor disputed. This is a circum- 
stance . i should not mention now, if the 
Gentlemen to whom I allude had not been 
summoned to give evidence in Wesminster 
Hall ; and I must sav, that Mr. Sheridan 
never displayed' his abilities to greater ad- 
vantage, tlian in tjie management of. his 
evidence; I mean by contriving to keep, 
back those Gentlemen who could have 
proved more than enough to spoil his 
speeph. 

Nothing but the taking of these AflWa- 
vits could have suggested to Mr, Pitt thp 
idea of bringing the .Begums to trial liefpre 
the treasures W]ere confiscated. But Mr. 
Pitt did. not. consider the. impossibility of 
doing tfiat ; — their sex, the custoip of the 
country, and , a variety of _ other, obstacles, 
arose in the.\vay. Mr. H^^jnqs had no 
judicial authority over any^. persoi;i in the 
Nalob’s dominions, much .less over , Ids Pa- 
rents. With respej6t.to. thejn, he^.vm.only 
guarantee, wluciv security they forfeited, an.d 
he withdrew of course. Mr. Pitt, might .say, 

the 
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the Nahpb diotilcj, in way or other, 
hj\ye given then> a, fjiu: h^jing ; but such 
an idea coi}}d- originate oiijy frpn) want of 
linowing.theCoristhutien of the Mogul Go- 
vernment. There is ng Qoufjt of; Justice to 
decide between the Sovereign apd.; the Sgb- 
je6t : the former admits of no authority or 
judgment superior to his own. TTbe Mo- 
narch does not ere<5l a tribunal, and become 
Plaintiff in his Court, as the King of Gre;at 
Britain does. He hears, determines, and 
ppnishes from his own discretion alone ; he 
makes his own judgment the rule gf evi- 
dence. It is not so in the inferior Courts, 
for there, in cases between subjedt and' sub- 
jeft, the rules of evidence arg clovsely ad- 
hered to ; but I never yet heard of a State^ 
Trial or Impeachment in India. 

Sir Elijah, at the time he went. to, Luck- 
now to take the affidavits, executed his corn* 
mission also wjth respeft to confiscating the 
treasures. The Nabob accordingly applied 
fqr. permission, whidi was, granted of course* 
But. though, as I. observed before, the idea 
of confiscating the treasure originated with 

his 
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his own Minister, the Nabob now wanted to 
make the confiscation an alternative for. the 
general resumption of the jaghires, that is 
to say, he wished to be excused from taking 
the jaghires from the Orderlies^ but ex- 
pressed no reluctance with regard to those 
held by the Begums. There appears to be 
an instability in the Nabob’s conduCt 
throughout all this business, not easily re- 
concilable at first sight with common sense. 
But the cause of it is accounted for, by re- 
collecting that Mr. Hastings pressed him 
very hard to make the resumption general 
and as that measure would involve many of 
his particular favourites in ruin, the Nabob 
would rather have foregone the whole plan 
than injure them. These men, who had so 
strong an influence over the mind of their 
Master, were a set of Orderlies, who owed 
their promotion to disgraceful services. 
Though the Nabob left Chunar the latter 
end of September, intending, as it was be- 
lieved, to begin the re'^umption of the jag- 
hires immediately, nothing was done du- 
ring the next month, and part of No- 
vember. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Middleton, whose influence with 
the Nabob was much relied on by Mr. 
Hastings, was cither very dilatory, or very 
unsuccessful. And to hasten this gentle- 
man in his endeavours, was another obje<5t 
of Sir Elijah's journey to Lucknow. It 
were needless to enter into a narrative of 
Mr. Middleton's excuses, which appear 
rather contradiefory, at least to iny under- 
standing. The alternative of confiscating 
the treasure, instead of resuming the jag- 
hires, was not accepted by Mr. Hastings. 
On the contrary, he pressed the Nabob to 
adopt both measures, to which he was at 
times consenting, and at times adverse ; 
however, the result was, that botli were car- 
ried into etici^t, thougn not without much 
difficulty. — The .two Eunuchs, wlio w'cre 
the Begums' Prime Ministers, wero con- 
fined for some time, before they could be 
prevailed upon to give up, or discover the 
concealed treasure. 


There certainly is one obje<Stion which 
must naturally occur to the mind of every 

attentive 
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attentive Feader, namc4y, why was not the 
Nabob suffered to follow his owh'inclrna- 
lio'n's upon these two proiJositiorts ? The 
only answer that Sugofests itself to my inTh'd 
is, that the Nabob Asoipii ul Dow la, is ah 
extremely weak man, totally uncjualilied for 
any public statiDh in life ; that Hyder Beg 
Cawn, his ailing Minister, has for many 
years in fa^l, manned all the busi- 
ness of the Suh&lidary ; thdt he docs so 
at this hour, under the auspices of Lbtd 
Cornwallis, for his Lordship represents 
the Nabob's charadler nearly as I haVe done ; 
and though he does hot interfere dire6lly 
with the Nabob's Government, he Felies up- 
on the Minister, and consequently supports 
him. HydeIi Beg Cawn knows that his 
office depends Upon the countenance and in- 
terest of his Lordship, and therefore Studies 
his will and pleasure. The Nabob is sensi- 
ble of his inability to displace the Minister, 
without breaking with the English Govern- 
ment, and is of course obliged to follow the 
advice and suggestions of his Minister. The 
same influence prevails in the Nabob's Coun- 
cils now as it did under the former Adiriini- 

stration 
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stration in India, though perhaps more cir- 
cuitously. 

Hyder Beg was strenuous both for the re- 
sumption of the jaghires and the confiscation 
of the treasures : he was not biassed by the 
same partialities to undeserving objects as the 
Nabob was. He knew the danger of entrust- 
ing the Eunuchs with power, and the ill use 
they had made, and might again make, of 
the treasure in the possession of their Mis- 
tress. He knew also the weakness of the 
title under which she held it. He, as the 
a6ling, and only intelligent Minister, was 
well acquainted with the disordered state of 
his Master’s finances ; the vast debt, near a 
million and a half, which he owed to the 
India Company ; and the utter impossibility 
of paying any part of it, or even of pre- 
venting the troops firom mutinying, Without 
a speedy supply of money— he, I say, 
knowing all these circumstances, was stre- 
nuous and urgent both for the resumption 
of the jaghires, and the confiscation of the 
treasures. The Nabob was, like many 
other weak Princes, compelled in a manner 

G by 
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by his Minister to consult anil att tor the 
good of the State. 

I have all along called it a Confiscation, in 
which I have followed authority ; but as 
many as are of opinion that Mr. Bristow’s 
guarantee was injiirionsly forced 'iipon the 
Nabob, will quarrel with the term, and say 
tliat it was nothing more than the Nabob’s 
taking his just, and long- withheld right. 
But I am speaking of fa(5ts which will be 
equally true, though I may err in the choice 
of terms. 

The sums of money obtained from the 
Begum, together with jewels and other 
valuables, amounted to about sixty lacks of 
rupees, or 600,000l. sterling. The whole 
w'as not obtained at once, but received at 
different times, as the Begum and her Mi- 
nisters could be prevailed on to part w'ith it. 
Mr. Sheridan, in his Summary of the 
Evidence on this Charge, dwelt much on 
the cruelties practised on the Eunuchs ; but 
I am told he was not so very pathetic before 

the 
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the Lords as he had been before the Com- 
inons> when he first opened this Charge. 

Here it is necessary to observe a little on 
the difierence of Customs in England and In- 
dostan : — in the former, a man glories in 
being able to pay, and in having paid his 
debts. In the latter, he boasts among his 
friends, of having evaded them. B.it in all 
C’ountries where debtors refuse, or ngledl 
payment, some sort of personal severity is 
made use of. Without it, the recovery of 
debts would be very precarious all over the 
World. It took up much time during the 
trial of this Article, to investigate the mode 
in which the Eunuchs had been treated, and 
also to enquire into the sufferings of the 
Ladies of the Khord Mahal. Khord Mahal 
signifies a little palace, and in this instance, 
it means a separate building, where the La- 
dies of the Seraglio resided. I apprehend 
its inhabitants must have been principally 
inferior Concubines, and natural Children of 
the late Nabob Sujaii Dow’la. As far as I 
could colle£f from the evidence of Major 
Gilpin and others, the inconveniences which 

these 
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these Ladies sufi^ed» arose principally from 
failure of returns from certain assignments 
settled for their support, and would have 
happened equally, if the Begums had been 
in possession of their treasures and jag- 
hires. 

Much evidence was brought as to the 
manner in which the Begums' palace was 
surrounded by the Sepoys, and the incon- 
venience which they consequently suffered. 
But I understood this was conduced by the 
Nabob and his Ministers, who certainly best 
knew how to compel restitution of property, 
without infringing the laws of decency and 
pun6tilio. As they cannot enter the Zenana 
in the same manner a Sheriff's-officer does 
the house of a resisting debtor, with a writ 
of execution, they arc necessarily driven to 
surround the place, and prevent ingress and 
egress. There must be some way of en- 
forcing the law upon women as well as men, 
let their rank be what it may; and it 
seems the mode adopted was the best, if not 
the only one. 


I believe 
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I believe also, that the Sepoys which 
surrounded the Zenana were the Nabob's 
own, or if they were the Company's, the 
orders for their conduct came from the Na- 
bob originally. I do not see that this En- 
quiry, let it turn out as it may, can affect 
Mr. Hastings, for he was not present. 
He can be answerable for no more than the 
permitting, encouraging, and persuading 
the Nabob to confiscate the treasures. If 
that measure was right, the mode of execu- 
tion cannot make it wrong. If the Begum 
was wrong in detaining the treasure, all the 
inconvenience she was put to, was imputable 
to her own obstinacy. The whole merit or 
demerit must depend entirely on the with- 
drawing the guarantee, and encouraging, 
or even insisting on the confiscation. 

There is to be sure an immense mass of 
matter in this Article, for it fills up a folio 
volume, exclusive of many very long speeches, 
probably, if printed, enough to fill another 
volume in folio ; but the principal points may 
be brought into a very small circle indeed. 
The pith of what the Managers say, is 

as 
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as follows : — First* they endeavour to prove 
that the treasure was the property of tho 
younger Begum, left by her Husband for the 
support of the several branches of his Fa- 
mily ; bwt of this I cannot discover a vestige 
of evidence, either written or oral. Then 
they endeavour to support her title to the 
treasure from tlie sacredness of ihe place 
wliere it was deposited, namely, the Zenana ; 
but 1 have commented on the Zenana Lazv 
already. Next they say, if both these 
titles fail, the Company's guarantee cures all 
former defc6fs, and that the resumption of 
the jaghires was also a violation of the same 
guarantee. As Mr. Hastings has already 
given in his defence to the House of Com- 
mons, they are enabled to combat the argu- 
ments he is expe6fed to bring in vindicatioiv 
of his conduct ; and they consequently main- 
tain that the Begu.vis never assisted Cheyt 
Sing with men or money ; that the troops 
found in Cheyt Sing's Army, which were 
in India supposed to have come from Fyza^- 
badi the Begum's residence, a6tually came 
from Lucknow t the Nabob's Capital. This 
assertion may be true, but it is at war with 

common 
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common sense. It must have been very dif- 
ficult, I might say impiwsible, to enlist a 
body of men to serve against the English at 
Liicbi'ru’, where so many English Gentlemen 
resided, without tlie circinnstance coming to 
tlieir knowledge. Had the Nabob encou- 
raged such a thing, it would have amounted 
almost to a declaration of hostilities. 

Having endeavoured to shew that the Be- 
gum and her Ministers had committed no 
act of forfeiture, they proceed to shew, that 
no State Necessity existed, that is, that the 
English Government had' made a 'lYeaty of 
IVace witlt Sindia, one of the Mharatta 
Chiefs, and had b<H*n su ;ces.sful on the coast, 
consequently the Company^s afiairs was se- 
cure from danger, and the Trvxjps in no 
want of money. In this manner they pre- 
clude every kind of defence, by saying — 
You did not confiscate the treasure for any 
act of the Begum, or her Minister ; nor 
were you under the necessity of raising 
money out of the ordinary way to carry on 
the war. 


When 
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When a person in England, and who ne* 
ver was out of Europe in his life, undertakes 
to prove, in defiance of, and in opposition 
to the testimony of several Gentlemen who 
were on the spot, that no insurreftion broke 
out, and that no adl of hostility was com- 
mitted by the inhabitants of a Province in 
Asia ; I say, when a person undertakes that 
task, every hearer must at least give him 
credit for great courage and resolution. . But 
should the same person, in contradi6tion to 
what passed under my own eye, in contradic- 
tion to thousands of documents, which prove 
that the War in India lasted long after the 
Treaty with SindIa and the seiziue of the 
treasures — should the same person, I say, 
rise up against all these contradiclions sta- 
ring him in the face, and tell us that no 
State necessity existed in India in the year 
1781 — what must my o]»inion be of the cou- 
rage and abilities of that man 

The Managers lay great stress on the 
active part Mr. Hastings took in urging 
the Nabob to confiscate the treasure, and to 
resiune the jaghires of his parents. They 
accuse Mr. Hastings also of subornation 

of 
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of Letters, a term I do not understand well 
enough myself to explain it to others. They 
say also, that he carried on with the Resi- 
dent at the Nabob's Court, two kinds of cor- 
respondence, one public and another private. 
They lay heavy stress on his sending or per- 
mitting Sir Elijah to collect Affidavits, 
which they consider as done rather to jus- 
tify a future a6l of violence, than to dis- 
cover the truth of what had passed. But I 
shewed in a former part of this Letter, that 
the Affidavits were taken to convince the 
Company at home of the causes of Cheyt 
Sing's Rebellion, and that all that came in 
concerning the aid lent him by the BEftuMs, 
was collateral, and merely the overflowing 
of the minds of those who made the Affida- 
vits, that is, being desired to state all they 
knew concerning the troubles in the Upper 
Provinces, they stated what they knew and 
heard respe6ting the Begum and hOr Mi- 
nisters. 

The Managers say also, that the Rebel- 
lions which broke ouf in Oude and its vici- 
nity, during the troubles of Benares, were 
H occa- 
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occasioned by the oppressions of Colonel 
Hannay, who was at that time a Military 
Colle6lor in certain Districts of the Nabob's 
Dominions. These arc not all the items or 
allegations ; but they are the most striking 
teatures in the Second Article of Impeach- 
ment. The Managers also charge Mr. 
Ha STINGS with receiving a hundred thou- 
sand pounds, as a present from the Nabob, 
at the time the Treaty was settled at Chunar. 
This sum was carried to the Company's cre- 
dit ; but they imj)utc tlic a6f to fear of de- 
teiiiion. I have taken no notice Ixiforc of 
this present, because there is a particular ar- 
ticle of Impeachment dedicated principally 
to the subjcft of Presents, and which is now 
under proof. 

I do not know how Mr. Hastings will 
fend himself against these allegations, it 
being now entrusted to council, who, you 
knenv, mechanically (if I may use such a 
word in this place), deny all that cannot 
legally be jiroved again»t their Client. This, 
no doubt, is a very proper mode of defence, 
and so common among Lawyers, that a pro- 
fessional 
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fessional man would be condemned by his 
brethren, if he did not adopt it. But 
though 1 am ignorant as to tlie defence 
which will now be set up, or offered in a 
Court of Justice, I can state the substance 
of what Mr. Hastings has already said in 
answer to the allegations. He insists that 
the treasures were the ])roperty of the 
State ; — that Mr. Biusi ow a^ted wrong in 
making the guarantee, but as he did make 
It with the apjirobation of the majority of 
the Supreme Council, the Company was 
bound by the guarantee, until the miscon- 
duct of the Begums forfeited it ; — that the 
Begum did forfeit her claim to protection, 
by the aid she lent to (hir.VT Sing, of 
which he had proofs satisfactory to his own 
mind ; — that the resumption of the jaghires 
was politically necessary ; — but that he in- 
tended her an annuity of equal value, gua- 
ranteed in the same manner as her jaghires 
had been ; — that a State N('cessity did ex- 
ist at the time he consented to the Nabob’s 
taking possession of the treasures, which his 
mother with-held from him ; — that in em- 
ploying Sir Elijah Impey to receive 

the 
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the Affidavits, he thought the rank of 
the Chief Magistrate would jgiv^ additional 
weight to them. It is not meant that it 
could verify them, but that it would prove 
that the Deponents really did swear to their 
contents, which might otherwise have been 
doubted. It is probable Mr. Hastings 
might be led into taking the Affidavits, by 
the rcfle6tion that he did not enjoy the con- 
fidence of the Dire6lors at that period, 
though he did that of the Proprietary. 

Mr. Hastings denies the insurreftions in 
the Begum’s jaghire lands having been oc- 
casioned by the exactions of Colonel Han- 
NAY. I did not observe in reading the 
evidence through, any probability of Colo- 
nel Han nay’s having excited or caused the 
disturbances in the Begum’s jaghire lands. 
I do not see the possibility of it, as he had no- 
thing to do with her distri6ls. With respe6l 
to the subornation of Letters, I do not know 
what Mr. Hastings will say, .nor do I well 
know what the word means, when applied to 
letter writing. If the Managers mean, 
that Mr* Hastings prpeured such Letters to 

be 
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hff written by the natives as would serve to 
colour or justify his own condu^l, it run 
only be said, that if he did a(5l in that man- 
ner, it must have been owing to the oppo*- 
sition he constantly met with in Council ; no 
man ever does an a6t indiredfly, that he can 
efFe6f by dire6i; means. No man who has 
not been a witness to the pernicious effects 
of a perpetually shifting balance of ]>ower, 
can form an adequate idea of the difhcultics 
a (jovernor-General must be under, wlien 
opposed by tlic Members of his Council. 
He was b^ duty bound to propose plans for 
various operations, particularly in time of 
war, and when his plans were approved by 
the Council, nothing was more common than 
to have them checked in the middle by some 
obje6lion or other. These difficulties drove 
him unavoidably to things which he would 
gladly have left undone, if his plans possi- 
bly could have been effeifed by dire6l means. 
It was precisely the case of a ship having the 
harbour in view, with a foul wind : to make 
the port, she must make many traverses, 
and alter her tack very often. 


To 
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To an observer svhodid not know the Pi- 
lot's intention, these frequent changes in the 
course would appear unaccountable and ab- 
surd ; but the sailors, who knew the obje6li 
are not at all surprised at it. Astronomers 
were long puzzled to account for the appa- 
rent irregularities in the planetary inove- 
nienls. but when theyere6lcd a scheme, and 
jjlaeed the eye in the centre of the Sun, tlicy 
ob;.ained an immediate solution of appear- 
ances, and found the motions of the planets 
to be remilar and uniform. 

There is no N\'ay whereby you can account 
for Mr. Masitng.s's condii6t satisfatforily, 
without taking into consideration the dif- 
ficulties he had to contend with, and the 
objeels lie had in view. To preserve the 
Company's jiossession.s, in a very dangerous 
and conqilicated war, w'as his principal ob- 
jcci- i may say, as far as I can judge, his 
only one. Ihit the ddficulties which he had 
to encounter w\’\ imnimerable; the Court 
of Dire('‘‘ors rlisapproved of almost every 
means he made me of to raise money , though 
they never pointed out to him any mode of 

Supply. 
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Supply. On the contrary, they still expe6l- 
ed the same Investment in time of war as 
they did in peace. And here, by the bye, 
I cannot lielp commenting a little on one 
striking absurdity which exists in the Ben- 
gal Government. 'Fhe C ompany require 
two millions sterling annually to be drawn 
from Bengal by way of Investment, or to 
be sent to Madras and Bombay ; yet after all 
these exa6lions, tliey expe6t tlie country to 
flourish, and w'onder that it does not. Nei- 
ther the Directors nor the Manairers seem 
to consider the difl'ercnce that must unavoi- 
dably take place in the state of two coun- 
tries governed upon two diametrically op- 
posite principles. '’I'his kingdom is governed 
with an eye to its own jjrosperity^ and ad- 
vantage ; but Bengal is governed wuth an 
eye, not to its owti prosperity, but to the 
prosperity and advantage of Great Britain. 
It is in my opinion, extremely absurd to ex- 
pert the same effec^l from two causes so to- 
tally different. 

I cannot lielp comparing this system of 
Government to the management of a Far- 
mer. 
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nier, who having two Estates, carries all 
the manure to one Estate only, and thua 
having robbed one to improve the other, he 
wonders that both do not bear equally good 
crops. If any person seriously considers 
the drain of Treasure from Bengal in the 
last war, and since the peace, he will be 
astonished to find the country in so very 
flourishing a state. It carries convi6tion to 
my mind, that the British Government is by 
far the best and the most lenient, that Ben- 
gal has experienced, since the original inva- 
sion of it, by the Mahommedans. 

That a State Necessity did exist, I can 
speak from my own knowledge ; 1 mean, 
that the troops must in the end have muti- 
nied, had not treasure been procured by 
some means or other. For my own part, 
I know of no other resource at that period, 
than that which was lulopted ; but it is pro- 
bable, that, if the Begums had not been 
hostile to the English Interest, and tliereby 
forfeited all claim to prote61:ion, Mr. Hast- 
ings would have tried to borrow the mOrtey 
upon the Company's security. I do not 

know 
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know that this plan was in his mind, but it 
seems to me to have been such as a reason- 
able man would have thought ot. Neither 
do I think the Begum would have objedled 
to the Company's security. To Mr. Ha.st- 
iNGS, considered either in his private or 
public capacity, it could have made but lit- 
tle difference wl^ether he raised the money 
by loan or confiscation. The difference 
would not have been much to the Company’s 
Interest, for the treasure confiscated was 
employed in paying the Nabob's debts, who 
then owed the Company a million and a half 
nearly. The only difference that I perceive 
is this, that the Nalxib would have owed the 
Company 60 lacks more, and the Company 
would have owed the Begum the same sum. 
This is an idea of my own, having never 
heard it started by any one. It arises in my 
thoughts, from recollecting that there were 
at Cawnpore three armies in the greatest dis- 
tress for money ; that a mutiny must have 
ensued if the troops had not been paid at 
the time they were, and that as Sindia was 
so near with his army, Oude must have been 
lost. Neither w'ould it have been extraor- 
dinary, if the Mharattas had seized that 

I very 
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very treasure which is now the obje6l of this 
discussion. In short, no human being can 
form an idea of what the consequences might 
have been. 

It certainly must appear strange to a re- 
fle6ling mind, when told that all the Gen- 
tlemen in India were decayed into a belief 
that the Begum and her Ministers were 
hostile to the English in the year 17Si ; 
that no Nujeebs were taken prisoners by 
Colonel PoPHAM, or any of his Officers ; that 
Captain Williams did not intercept a va- 
riety of treasonable letters from the Be- 
gum's Ministers during the insurre6fion ; 
that Captain Gordon did not lose his De- 
tachment through the treachery of their 
Fougedors ; and that the Managers, by 
reading over certain documents, discovered 
the mistake. But how much more strange 
must it appear to me, when I find that the 
making a peace with one Mharatta Chief out 
of a great many, and a little success upon 
the coast, had done away all the distresses 
of the several armies in the field. To me, 
who have been frequently employed to 
soothe and exhort the troops to patience and 

resignation — 
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resignation — to me, who felt the distress 
personally, and saw it in others, this dis- 
covery must appear indescribably strange 
indeed. The })roof brought by the Ma- 
nagers in support of the non-existence of 
State-Necessity, was the lamest and weakest 
I ever heard or read in any cause whatever. 
I was in Court when* the Managers an- 
nounced to the Lords, that they w ere going 
to prove that no State Necessity existed, 
and I must say, I was never more struck 
with the boldness of any assertion in my 
life. 1 could not help remarking to a friend 
who stood near, that if they succeeded in that 
attempt, they never need desj>air of any 
thing they undertook. 

In reading over the proceedings, I turned 
my attention to one point, namely, to dis- 
cover whether Mr. Hastings might in 
his conduct to Cheyt Sing and the Be- 
gums, be justly suspected of selfishness — 
Whether he was actuated by a desire to 
serve himself or the Company. Had the 
former been his object, he might have 
ama.ssed immense wealth ; he might have 

lost 
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lost the country, and have sheltered himself 
so seairely under general orders, and want 
of instru6f ion, that no accusation could have 
touched him. 

'The ]6rincipal objeftion made by the Ma- 
nagers, is to the means which he made use 
of to save his country ; but in my opinion, 
it is not enough for tlie accusers to prove 
that the means were bad, unless they could 
shew tliat the accused had the choice of 
better. The Revenues of Bengal were suf- 
ficient for every purpose of Government and 
Trade, in a time of peace, but not for a long 
and complicated war. Money was borrow- 
ed of individuals as long as there was arty to 
lend. Bonds bore .so great a discount, that 
it was in vain to attempt a loan. The Go- 
vernment of India could not draw' Bills 
upon the Company without flying in the 
face itf an A6l of Parliament, beyond a cer- 
tain amount. To tills prohibited resource 
they were at length driven, and tlie Bill- 
holders were for a long time in a very un- 
certain state, with respc6l to acceptance 
and payuient ; and 5ome of the holders ob- 
liged 
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lige^ to wait for their money much longer 
than they expe6led. Perhaps it might have 
looked more noble, if the necessity had been 
avowed, and the seizure made by our own 
troops, without the intervention of the Na- 
bob. It would have deprived Mr. Sheri- 
dan <>f the most pathetic and alfedting 2 )art 
of his Speech, that of making the Son the 
instrument of punishing his Mother. But 
tliere arc many reasons why that could not 
be done. It would have proclaimed our 
weakness to all India, and have encouraged 
our enemies on all sides to attack us. The 
Nabob had a legal claim, either as Heir or 
Sovereign, to tlie treasure, which never 
could in foro lO/iscU’iHitc, be abrogated and 
done away, without his own consent. His 
agreement to accept a part, when he had 
not the offer or power of obtaining the 
whole, might be valid in a Court of Law, 
but never could be so in conscience ; for that 
would be to support and encourage lawless 
iletention of another's property. There 
vvas no way of obtaining the treasure but 
through the Nabob, and that required ma- 
nagement and address. The Nabob was at 

times 
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times for, and at times against the measure ; 
but his obje<5lion lay not to the rectitude or 
morality of it, but knowing that the money, 
when received, would go to the liquidation 
of his debt to the Company, instead of com- 
ing into his own treasure, he became indif- 
ferent, and even reluctant. 

Mr. Hastings, in his defence, says, that 
when he had hurt his own reputation, as he 
conceived would Ixj the case, by permitting 
the Nalx)b to resume the jaghires of his 
Mother and Grandmother, and to confiscate 
iheir treasures, he was determined not to 
make that .sacrifice for nothing, and there^- 
fore direiled Mr, Middleton to carry it in- 
to execution. He was apprehensive aLso, 
that the Nabob would intimidate his parents 
with menaces, and privately obtain sums of 
money from them, as the purchase of for- 
bearance. This might have been one of his 
rcas('iis, but I think not the principal one : 
he would not have sliewTi all that anxiety, 
that uneasiness at unnecessary delay, if that 
had been iiis sole inducement. It Wcis my 
opinion at the time, as it was of c\ery (ren- 

tlonian 
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tleiTian whom I conversed witli in India on 
tlic subject, that it w'as the extremity of 
distress wliich urged him on the measure. It 
is tlie only })oint of view in which Mr. 
Ha.sitngs’s conduft appears unobje(!:lionably 
reconcileable to reason and j)rudence. Sup- 
posing the relief of the then exigencies of 
State to be his obje61:, every letter that he 
wrote, every instruction that he gave ; in 
short, every thing which came out in evi- 
dence, all tend to one and the .same point : 
all the means seem adapted to the end. 

At the same time that I do, for my own 
part, believe these to have been very stn)ng 
motives for his eonduCt, I am under no 
doubt of his establisning disafteClion and 
disloyalty against the Begums, and that 
their ottences were such as to deserve the 
treatment they received. It is not clear to 
me, that he will bring the charges home to 
either of these ladies, so as to conviCl them 
of doing any personal aCt against the Eng- 
lish Government, or the Nabob’s ; but that 
deficiency is owing to their sex. Their Mi- 
nisters, and Fougedores, and their subjects, 

were 
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were notoriously hostile. Principals are al- 
ways made responsible for their agents. 

In a former part of this Letter, I said 
that the Eunuchs were mostly, if not wholly 
in fault, and I gave my reasons for thinking 
so : I still consider them as the real offenders, 
and the only persons that really sullered by 
the loss of the lands and- treasures. 

Our late War with the Diiteh originated 
from the subjects of that State supplying the 
Americans with Military Stores, &c. All 
Sovereigns take upon themselves, if able, to 
punish those wltp assist their enemies. This, 
I believe, is allowed by all who have written 
on the Law of Nations. Upon this ground 
Mr. Hastings in a great measure rests his 
Defence against this Charge, though I dare 
say he will acknowledge, that had the ne- 
ce.'^sity for money been less pre.ssing, he 
might have been les.s urgent, and less anxious 
for its execution. 

Every person who coolly reflects upon 
what I have written, may discover the clue 

which 
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which unravels Mr. Hastings's inmost 
thoughts upon this subject. He had failed 
at Benares of resources : he meant to press 
the Nabob for payment of the debt he owed 
the Company, but he had not settled in his 
mind the means whereby the Nabob was to 
raise the money. Whilst his mind remained 
in this deliberative state, the Begums are 
accused (and to his mind, satisfadtorily con- 
victed) of aiding our enemies. Immediately, 
whether from the suggestion of the Nabob's 
Minister, of Sir Elijah Impey, or himself, 
he consents to the confiscation of that trea- 
sure which he always thought unjustly de- 
tained by the Mother from tlie Son. After- 
wards, when the Nabob began to trifle with 
him, Mr. Hastings p'vSt him to the fulfil- 
ling of his engagement. If we suppose 
these to have been Mr. Hastings's ideas on 
the subjcCl, all the apparent inconsistencies 
are reconciled ; and he just did what all Mi- 
nisters must do, namely, cffeCl that by ad- 
dress which he could not by a direCt com- 
mand or order. 


K. 


Great 
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Great exception is taken by the Mana- 
gers to Mr. Hastings's suppression of cor- 
respondence, and keeping things a secret 
from his colleagues. The word Suppression^ 
like that before mentioned of Subornation^ is 
a word that catches the ear, and imposes on 
the understanding of those who are not well 
acquainted with the Company's orders to 
their Presidencies on this subjedf. There is 
no Adt of Parliament, nor standing order of 
the Company, that requires or enjoins the 
Governor General to lay all his Correspon- 
dence of every kind before the Board ; nor 
is tliere any time limited for laying before 
them such parts as he is bound to lay before 
them. There is an order which says, that 
the Governor General shall ahme correspond 
with the Chiefs and Princes of India, but 
that he shall lay before the Board all the 
I .<^'tters (or translates) which lie receives, and 
answoY* them with the concurrence of the 
Board. Under this order Mr. Hastings 
might have corresponded with the Nabob's 
Minister, and have derived much useful 
information, without being obliged to make* 
his Correspondence known to the Board. 

But 
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But when, in consequence of a private con- 
sultation between Mr. Hastings and the 
Nabob's Minister, by letter, any measure 
was by them thought expedient, then it was 
undoubtedly proper that the Official Letter, 
proposing it as an a6l of Government, should 
be submitted to the Board in the manner 
pointed out in the order above quoted. This 
I conceive to be the spirit of the order ; but 
neither the word nor the spirit of the order 
apply to the present case, for Mr. Hastings, 
whilst out of the Company's Provinces, was 
himself the Supreme Council, that is, he had 
no occasion to consult any of his Colleagues 
with respect to the transactions- in the Na- 
bob's dominions. Neither had the Members 
at Calcutta any occasion to consult his judg- 
ment in regard to the Company's Provinces. 
It was a division of power between the Mem- 
bers of the Supreme Council, whether legal 
or not, I cannot say, neither shall I enquire. 
After all, if there is any thing wrong in the 
suppression of Letters, as the Managers 
call it, the best apology Mr. Hastings can 
make is, to refer his Accusers to the argu- 
ments used by our Ministry, when they gave 

Lord 
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Lord Cornwallis absolute powers as often 
as he thought necessary to use them. The 
divisions in our Cabinet Ministry would often 
overthrow all public business, were it not 
that they are obliged to act in concert, or 
resign. No such obligation existed in the 
Supreme Council. But I have shewn, that 
all the turnings and windings in Mr. Hast- 
ings's condu6f, all the apparent contradic- 
tions, are owing to the opposition he so fre- 
quently met with in Council. It is the same 
in our parliament, and ever must be in all 
divided power. The interests of men vary, 
and thence arise difficulties and obstru6lions 
to public business. 

If there were a Monarch in India, to new- 
model the Supreme Council every time the 
Members carried their disputes too far, or 
so as to impede public business, or endan- 
ger the safety of the State, there would be 
no harm in their liiigations. On the con- 
trary, their disputes would operate like the 
Opposition in Parliament ; it would prevent 
abuse of authority. But as that is not the 
case, aiul as the balance of power was in 
Mr. Hastings's time always shifting from 

side 
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side to side, innumerable evils resulted from 
it. The fault lay in the Constitution, which 
is now rectified. But were I to undertake 
the task, I have no doubt of being able to 
prove, that every evil complained of, that 
all the misconduct of the several Presidencies 
in India, arose from constitutional defects, 
and want of wisdom in those who planned 
and erected the system of government ; and 
yet, when we consider the sudden, rapid, 
and unexpected growth of the English Em- 
pire in India, we cannot much wonder at 
observing so many defeCls in the Constitu- 
tion. Experience only can discover the best 
mode of (jovernment, and we have not yet 
had India long enough to find out the best 
policy. 

One evil must naturally arise from this 
Impeachment, and the consequences may be 
severely felt in another War, No prudent 
Governor will hereafter trust to the rcClitudc 
of his own intentions : he will not go be- 
yond the prescribed line of his duty ; for 
to whatever extremities he may be reduced 
for money in peace or war, he must content 

him.sclf 
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himself with the ordinary resources of the 
year. Should his government be threatened 
by an invading enemy, or by internal sedi- 
tion, he must look into the Book of Orders, 
and if he cannot find an ajiproved precedent 
or rule there, which will apply precisely to 
the case before him, he must wait till the in- 
vaders have taken post in the country, or 
till unrestrained sedition has diffused itself 
over every part of it. He would then find 
that he had nothing left but an obstru6fed 
Revenue, a weakened Credit, and a sinking 
reputation. W'ith these he might save the 
country conrmitted to his care, if he could. 
I see but one way of avoiding similar cases 
of difficulty, nor am I tpiite certain whether 
it would answer or not ; it is that of per- 
mittins; the Government of India to draw 
Bills on the Company in time of War, and 
real distress ; for tlie payment of which the 
British Parliament should become security. 
I am of opinion, no man will ever lend on 
bond security again in India. The remem- 
brance of the vast discount, and the terms 
of remittance, will deter every prudent man 
from thinking of it. Bills on England, se- 
cured 
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cured in the manner I propose, would get 
all the ready money from individuals, but 
whether enough could be obtained in that 
manner, 1 know not. 

I have heard Mr. Burke spoken of as a 
very humane man, as one possessed of all the 
virtues that can render a private character 
dear to society. For all those qualities I 
ffive him entire credit, but when I consider 
his political principles, I amnot help think- 
ing them detrimental to the interests of his 
country, I do not alliulc to the present 
case, which I consider but as one branch 
from a great and wide-spreading tree. It 
were easy to trace all, or by much the 
greater part of Ivis jx-lltlcal condu6t, up to 
the republican principles which he. avows. 
Certain causes must jM’oducc certain efiedts ; 
and I do consider it as a very unfortunate 
circumstance for this kingdom, that a man 
possessed of such natural and acipiirc'd en- 
dowments, should entertain the principles 
he is known to do. He has been in the 
minority much the greater part of his par- 
liamentary life, where ho seems to have op- 
posed 
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posed upon the true principle of opposition, 
namely, that the Minister must be always in 
the wrong. I have heard that he wrote a 
book, to prove that a bad Administration 
must and should be opposed in every mea- 
sure, with a view of overturning it. Sup- 
posing tliis principle to be just, who is to 
decide on the goodness or badness of Admi- 
nistration, and to determine what Admini- 
stration should be supported or opposed ? I 
never saw, though 1 have often wished to 
see this curious performance. I speak from 
report only. To these republican principles 
I impute in a great measure the loss of 
America, and all the changes which have 
happened of late years in the conne6fion of 
Ireland and Great-Britain. The connedfion 
is undoubtedly weakened, or at least stands 
upon a dift'erent footing to what it was be- 
fore the American War. To these same re- 
publican principles I impute the present Im- 
peachment, but at the same time I do not 
condemn Mr. Burke or any other Member 
of opposition, for entertaining them. I 
only lament it. If Mr. Burke is convinced 
that his principles are riglit, he does well in 

adling 
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victiiig under them, but if he thouglit witli 
me, that the do6h'ines which he maintains 
liave already lost us one country, and broke 
a thread in the string wliich ties uS to ano- 
ther, and that they must ultimately endangei’, 
if not lose tons our po.ssessions in the I'ast, 
he woidd undoubtedly change his conduct. 
I by no means insinuate that Mr. Burke 
intentionally would injure his country, for 
I see many rca.sons wiiy he slRnild” not en- 
tertain sucli a wish, and none why hesl;ouUi ; 
but I think him mistaken as to the mode of 
serving it. 


An attentive Header ol uiiat I have writ- 
ten, miglit a.sK, Ih'wcoi’us it that th.e Na- 
bob is so \(iy .lUK'ii i.tidir tlie influeiux; of 
tlie r'.mdish government ? 

n o 

To exjdain this briefly, you must know 
that Asoi’fi I’l, OowT.A. i.s by nature cxtrcsrn'- 
ly we.ili, indolent, and inactise. Soon alter 
lh(! dtalh of his I'ather, his troops mui-inied, 
and it rerpiireil the assi.stance of an Knelisli 
T5rigade to .subdue them. There i- ik) 
doubt but this mutiny arose from the Be- 

L . GUMS 
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GUMS detaining the treasures leit in tlie 
/A’lhvia, and which have proved to be tlu^ 
foundation of this Impeachment, or at least 
of this Article. This Detention of the 
Treasures compelled the -Nabob to accept 
of the hard conditiojis imposed upon him by 
the Supreme Council in 177o ; and more, 
the reliiupiishment ol llemurs, ■An<\Ghazi’por£ 
to the Company, and the increase of the 
monthly subsidy for the pay of the troops. 

The next consequence was, that the Na- 
bob applied for English Ollicers to command 
his own troops. They were granted him. 
In a sliort time, these troops were formetl 
into a temporary brigade, paiil by th.c Na- 
bob ; and soon after, the duty of the tem- 
poKiry Brigade was done by detachments 
h'om liio Conq^auy's Brigades. '11 u* name 
Temporary was doueuN^ay, and with it all 
tluir dcpeudance upon the Nabob, tlieir 
Master. In this !..radual v.av, the Nabob 
lost his Arn^} It ixgan in l7Vr), and was 
brought into its la->^ stage in 177<;. It has 
remained s.) over since. But iliis is not the 
only way in which the Nab'ob was stripped 
* of 
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of Ills authority. But to explain the other, 
will be ratlier cliiiicult, without giving some 
previous account of the mode of paying 
public debts in India. When a Nabob 
owes a sum of money, he frequently gives a 
Tuncinc, or assignment of some part of his 
revenue Ibr that year, just as if you should 
sujipose our Treasury Board to give the 
King of Prussia an assignment of the Land- 
Tax of \\’’a1es to pay a subsidy, or th.e hire 
of his troops. 

The coileiTing of the Revenue gives a 
vast influence to the Twicazv holder over that 
Country, particularly in India, where col- 
lc6lions arc nsuali) niade by an armed Ibrce, 
and not in a peaceable manner, and by 
equitable assessment, as is pra6tised in Kng- 
land.— To pay the temporary Brigade, and 
another Brigade of the Company’s stationed 
in the Nabob’s dominions, together with all 
the Civil Establishment at Luckrurd', and a 
subsidy annually remitted to Calcutta, re- 
quired near half of the Nabob’s Revenues. 'I’he 
Resident at Lucknoxv received the Tii/icnzvs, 
and the Aimiech, under his in.sjic^fion, made 

the 
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the collections: the consequence of which 
was, that the Resident's inllucnce wus al- 
jnost irresistible. Being thus deprived of 
his Anny, and part of his Country, it was 
not in the Nabob's power to dispute the 
pleasure of the English (jlovernnient. If it 
be said, that the Su])rcme Council did WTong 
in tlms tying up the hands of the Nabob, 
Mr. Hastings will suy that General CLy\- 
V EKING, Mr. Monson, and Mr. Fkancis, 
laid the foundation, and lie built ujion it. 
If the principle of this incroachinent be at- 
tacked as immoral and unjust, the accu- 
sation will be against human nature. There 
iK'ither is, nor ever was, and probably never 
will be, that State which would not take 
advantaire of a weaker one if it could. 
Fiiuny, Fiifrldtul, and l^nissiu have done the 
.same with Ihllamly as far as it lay in their 
]iower, ever since it was severed from Spain ; 
a. d though neither of these powers haveyet 
subjugated that Republic, the forbearance is 
not owing to clemency, but to the jealous 
eye of their neighbours, who watchfully en- 
ileavour to keep up the balance of power. 
Poland afibrds a recent example of the na- 
tural 
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tural ])roponsity Sovereigns in general have 
to increase their own territories, and to di- 
minish those of their neighbours. If the 
gaining of this ascendancy in the C'onncils 
of the Nabob be unjust and blameable, it 
may be said in favour of Mr. Hasungs, 
tliat he j)ursued the steps of his predecessors 
in India, and tlie example of all tlic States- 
men in the world. 

Except in the present instance, I believe 
there is not a case to he found in the history 
of the world, where adovernor was broup;ht 
to trial for consulting the interest of his 
emjdoyers too much, and their allic.'s too 
little. 

'I'he fault generally imputed to our Mini- 
sters is, that ill their Continental Negocia- 
tions, the advantages arc against them ; but 
in the conduct of the Company’s Servants, 
the objection is ejuite the reverse, and that 
the advantages are too much for them. 
What shall we say then, or where shall we 
draw the line? Or how shall w'c determine 
upon what is right and wrong in political 

(piestions ? 
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questions? One principle we liave to go 1)}% 
which I have never yet heard controverted, 
namely, that you sho'.ild love and serve 
your Country ; but the derec‘;t is, that the 
boundary ol this love to our Country is not 
lixed : you may do too imicli, as well as too 
little, 

Ilavinc;: now iiiven the outlines ot tliis 
Article of Impeachment (for I do not pre- 
tend to say tlial I have entered into every 
aggravating item and allegation, which 
would be tediously unnecessary), I sliall 
just recapitulate the principal points, upon 
wliich the decision will idtimately rest. 

d'he first quest ion is. Whether the trea- 
sure left by Si jAir Dowla was the pro- 
perty of the W'idow'or the Son? 

To that T answc' , that it could not be the 
Widow ’s — it might be the Son’s, as a stic- 
cceiling Sovcieign, or it might Ixt /j/,y pro- 
portioi 'illy, according to tlie Mahommedan 
lawof distribution, lint it is to be observed, 
tiiat in the latter case, all the debts of tlie 

deceased 
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deceased must liave been paid before any 
distribution took place. Tlie arrears of tlie 
Army, and the debt to the Company, would 
have swallowed up a million ami a half, 
which is much more than has yet been re- 
covered from the Begum. 


The second question is, Whether the Na- 
bob's acce})ting a part, and giving a release 
tor tlie remainder, guaranteed by the Com- 
pany, can in furo lomcu’uliu' conl'er a rigln. 
on the Mother, which si'.e laid not bch'-re. 


This is a matter ('t c:)r.s'.'!‘'iu'e, 

ferent men will ;\;it i /hii. 

Cl < 


and liil * 


Tlie third (juestion is, \VIiethcrthe inlor- 
4nation Mr. H.\s!:n(;s received res p/CC ling 
th(' Ih'.Gi'M.s assisting Cukvi .^'■inc in las t(‘- 
bellion, is a ground i>f jn' lilicc.fion lor with- 
. drawing the }>’uarautee, and nrn'ing tlie Na- 
boh to t, dee away thedisputoil trcc.sures, and 
commute the jaghiresfor aiuniiiuity of equal 
value i' 


The 
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'riic foHEtli question is, Whotlier a State 
Necessity did exist in India at the time, or 
whetlier it were strong enough to have jus- 
tiiicd a violent usurpation of private pro- 
perty, even though the Becjums liad done 
nothing amiss ? 

These are the principal points upon which 
ihis Article depends. It may be argued and 
ilecided upon any of these grounds, or upon 
all collectively ; but iheMANAc’.KBs have so 
loaded the proceedings uiih extraneous mat- 
ter, that ])eoj)lc who liave not all the docu- 
ments l)efore tliem, or are unaccustomed to 
laborious imesligatiou', are totally led away 
Irom the main ])oint I do not mean, tlvat 
the Loans ai'e led awav, lor they are in pos- 
session ot all the printtd evidence, and I 
suj>po:'e the speeches also, but I mean the 
audienceiii the gal'cTy, who iK'ar and attend 
Ur lio.-ie jKirts onl'. which rouse their jias- 
sions. If Mr. Has ri?,(;s ditl right in with- 
draw ice;- the guara'Mee upon either of the 
oToimc ; I base staled, it will i)e ill worth 
while to enquire into the nr. airs whereby lie 
prevailed on the Nabol> to execute, or the 

manner 
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mannci’ in whicli the confiscation was exe- 
cuted. 

Mr. Sheridan is a very judicious advo- 
cate for any side of llie (question he takes 
up : in Ills speech he touched but sii|j;litly 
on the {juestion of Right, but seemed to 
rest his hope of success on an appeal to the 
passions. For this reason he played the 
same game as Mr. Burke did in the opening 
of tlie Impeachment, lie contrived to make 
the IIoLSE of Commons believe, ee.d he en- 
deavoured to make the Lords think tlie 
same, tliat all the distresses wliich thel.a- 
dies of tlie lessc'r Palace suffered, were in 
consequence of seizing the Bi'.gi'.m's trea- 
sure. But they m'e < ' cuinstances totally 
unconnecled, an I perkelly independent ( f 
each other. The former did not derive 
their siqiport frc'm the latter, nor \vi;s it fit 
they .should. A Wife is a very inq)voper 
trustee for !ier Husband’s Mistrc':‘'es aiul 
Natural Children. Tlie Ladies of tlie lesser 
I'alace dei ived their maintenance from a jae;- 
hirc or assignment, through f.,E'rAi'i N r 
Ally'Cavv’K, and it was from his deci'in-on 
or failure, that they suficreJt inci>riveuience. 

M But 
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But it cannot be supposed that tlie time in 
question was the only time that he disap- 
pointed them. No doubt it happened often, 
though not known to the English. Neither 
would the Nabob suflbr any English Gen- 
tlemen to say a w'ord about these Women, 
for he was highly ollended with Major Gil- 
pin for mentioning them in his Letter to the 
Resident, And I can speak from my own 
linowledge, that according to the customs 
and cliOjUette of the ('ountry, there was 
great reason for oHencc. Major CJilpin 
aeled as every humane man would do ; but 
the Nabob did not relish that six'cies of hu- 
manity ; neither would any Mussulman have 
liked it better. Mr. Siiekidan in like man- 
ner has expatiated on the sufierings of the 
Begums. 

But after all, when we bring it down to 
common life, and compare it with things to 
which we are all accustomed, it amounts by 
comparison to this only ; — A Lady of very 
high rank, next to Royalty, a Dutchess for 
example, at the death of her husband gets 
possession of all his ready money, bills, 

bonds, 
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bonds, &c. to a very large amount ; she re- 
fuses to divide with her Son, and keeps it 
all, upon the plea of right, a right founded 
on possession and nothing else. The Son 
docs not chuse to go to extremities with his 
Mother, and borrows as much iis he can,. 
with a promise, not a design of repayment. 
At last he gives way to over-ruling persua- 
sion, almost amounting to comjjiilsion, ac- 
cepts a further sum, with a remission of what 
he had already borrowed, and renounces his 
claim to the remainder. Afterwards the 
party that in a manner compeiled tlie com- 
promise, withdraws his influence, and the 
Son, considering his claim no longer barred, 
takes from tlie Mt)t]ier what he ouglit to 
have luul years before. Where is tlie in- 
justice in this? Not w'hcre the Manac;eks 
place it. It lies in Mr. Ihii.sTow, who made 
such bad terms for the Nabob, and if he did 
not make better tor himscll, it would reflect:!; 
on his judgment; and in the who 

would not divide her Husband's property 
with his Son. In those tw'o lay injustice, 
and in the Nabob lay extreme folly, unless 
he went upon a supposition that he could 

still 
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Still make it his own by loan, or seizure, 
when he liked. 

This is the true state of the fa6f, when 
stri])ped of its colours. But to imke it 
strike forcibly on ilie minds of the people of 
En‘,dand, the Beglms arc called I'rim'csst’s, 
which they really arc not. I said in the lx> 
ginniny; of tiiis letter, that Hcgum signifies 
iil{icYn ; in that I lollowed the authority of 
Meninski ; but I have eitlicr heard from 
the natives of India, or seen in some oftheir 
Diclionaries, that .‘.itgsnn is tlie feminine of 
Btg is a coiiimon Mogul title, sy- 
r.onimous to Lord. But be this as it will, 
thca’c is nothing Iloyal either in the Nabob, 
or I'lis Barents, t’ases lull as hard as this 
luij)peu very often in our Courts atWestinin- 
st{'r. If my mother detained my proper- 
ty by fi'rcc', the .bulges would decitle as be- 
t\\ ecu A . and li. And i: I made out my claim 
to their satisfa^fio..., tfiey would send their 
Ollieers to break oi>en my Inother’s locks, 
and pat me in [)os.scssion of wiiat she might 
be unjust enough to withhold : and though 
I might have gi\ eii my moth.cr a deed of re- 

nun- 
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nunciation lor the wliole, upon receiving 
only a part, yet ccpiity would annul that 
tlcrJ, it' I could prove that it wits obtained 
I’roin me by any undue influence or impro- 
]H;r ir/rans. It is true, a long examination 
took place, to shew the Court that great 
cruelties were made use of in getting j)os- 
session ol tlie treasure. The Eunuchs were 
im{)risoned and put in irons, it is true, but 
the irons were more afiliclive to the mind 
than to the body ; for in regard to what tliey 
really sulkretl ih their pesrons, there are at 
this hour many debtors in the King's Dench, 
and other gaols, wlio suller iniinitely more 
than they did, and have much more cause 
for com|)k:int. Ik; ides, they might have 
been releaseil at any time, by paying the 
stipukited sum. It is well known that it 
was in their power to havi: done it at any 
time ; and there are insiimations in some of 
their correspondence with the whilst 

in coalinement, that would lead one to think 
they could have discovered much more than 
theydkl. Dut I do not see lunv Mr.IlAsriNcs 
can be answerable for tlie means made use 

of to recover the money : it was all done by 

the 
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the direction of the Nabob, who knew the 
proper method much better than any En- 
glishman could do. 

Mr. IIasttncis must be considered in the 
same light as a Judge is here. The Judge 
must take care that judgment is not illegally 
granted again.-.t my property ; but in the 
execution of the judgment, the Judge is 
not concerned, nor will he enquire into it, 
unless I complain by some kind of suit against 
the Shcrilf or his Ofiicers. Every thing the 
Br.ou.Ms or the Eunuch.s suffered, was ow- 
ing to their resistance. But it would be the 
same in this country ; for if the execution 
of a judgment be resisted, the Sheriff' will 
assemble a botly of men and wage war with 
the Deu ndr.nt. Such was the case M’iththe 
Bkoum, muliitis nmliiiulis, that is, when we 
malte tlie nece.ssai’v allowances for the dif- 
fe’ i nce in the laws and ('usloms of the two 
countries, and coir '.dcr also the rank of the 
parties, 'i'iu method adopted was the only 
one. No Judge could decide between the 
Nabob and lus Mother : the former was un- 
avoidably, what no man should be, the ar- 

bi- 
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biter of his own cause : he was the cxecutinor 
Officer of liis own sentence. The trutfi is, 
he was above the Law of llic Land, but we 
may still examine his condu6l by the Laws 
of Indostan, and the Law of Reason. The 
question then is, Did the Nabob do inore^ 
or was ho advised to do more than a G/ty, 
that is, an Indostan Judge, or an English 
Judge, would have awarded in a like case, 
between individuals whose rank had subject- 
ed them to legal determination ? 

This last (question can be answered by 
those only who have made the Mabommedaii 
Law their stiuiy. But though I have look- 
ed into the books iij;on this head, 1 have not 
materials enough to iorin a decided judg- 
ment upon the right, w'ith respect to Ma- 
hommedau Laws and Customsj and miut 
therefore leave it to better informetl men. 
I mean, I an’ not certain wliether the trea- 
sure left by SujAii Dow la was state pro- 
perty or private property, but I a.m certain 
Mr. Sheridan's Zenana Laic lias no exist- 
ance but in his imagination. My doubts are 
confined to the two former .sup])ositions, 

whe- 
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whether the Son oiiglit to inherit the trea- 
sures in capacity of Sovereign, or to follow 
the Laws of the Coran, and take the same 
share as a private individual would have in 
a similar case. Were 1 the Advocate of Mr. 
Hastings, or inclined to throw a ridicule 
on the doch’ine of liis accusers, I might say, 
that they have cre^^led not only a lingua- 
faclory of charadlers, but a linguafactory 
of laws also. 

The more I rcflccf on the nature and in- 
cetTitude of State Criminality (and I liave 
been led to consider it a great deal, d tiring 
the writing of these Letters), the more I ad- 
mire our own Constitution, and congratu- 
late our Ministry upon their having tlie Le- 
gislature at hand, to consult upon ail occa- 
sions. If they have no rule or political cus- 
tom to guide llieir conduct, tliey can call 
t(":eLher Ixith Houses of Parliament, and 
make a law for the emergency. But in In- 
dia, the Sujjreme Council must a6t from 
their '^wn discretion in all extraordinary 
cases, and tni.st to chance for approbation 
or condemnation. I say trust to chance, 

be- 
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because, as the understandings, passioaS) 
end interests of men vary, so will their de- 
cisions upon one and the same adlion ditter 
in the like proportion. The only method, 
in my opinion, whereby we may safely judge 
of the condudt of a Minister of State, or 
Governor of a Province, is that adopted by 
physicians, when they enquire into the 
practice gf each other. — First, What was 
tlic disease ? Were there more remedies than 
one ? Did the practitioner take the safest 
and the best ? Supposing there were but 
one remedy, were tlicre more danger to be 
apprehended from the remedy than the 
disease. 


This rule would bung Mr. Hastings's 
case to a narrow compas.s. Did a political 
disease exist ? Had the State Physician a 
choice of remedies ? Did he take the best 
or only one in his power ? Was the reme- 
dy or disease most likely to prove i'atal to 
the constitution of the patient ? 

No man can ever form a proper judg- 
ment on Mr. Hastings's conduct, who does 

N not 
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not first make himself master of the siibjecf, 
and then ask himself this question — Could 
I in the same situation, all circumstances 
considered, have adled better ? After all, if 
it can be made appear, that his motives 
.were in any degree selfish, or originated from 
any of those base passions which disturb and 
disgrace the human mind, no man would be 
more ready to condemn him than myself, 
and I believe all mankind will join in the 
opinion . 

Since these Letters, written originally for 
the reasons formerly stated to the public, 
were delivered to the Printer, I have read 
Mr. Erskine's Speech in defence of SLockdale. 

1 have heard that it was taken down very 
correctly, I shall therefore considt^i' it as ge- 
nuine. it certainly is replete with sound 
arguments, but I am not going to add to 
the many panegyrics already and deservedly 
paid to that master-piece of elocution — that* 
Gentleman’s fame, as an Advocate, requires 
no truinpet. But what I admire infinitely 
more than all he has said, or possibly ever 
will say as an orator, is the generous part 

lie 
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lie has taken in the concerns of Mr. Hast- 
ings. He is not the advocate of the accused, 
but the advoc;ate of the cause of justice, that 
is, what he conceives to be the cause of 
justice. In all other jiolitical questions, he 
is tlic decided and zealous partizan of oppo- 
sition . He a6ls in concert with the accusers ; 
yet in regard to the impeachment, lie total- 
ly departs from them. He avows it publicly 
and privately. 

I have heard the change of sentiment in 
Mr. Pitt, upon the que.stion of impeach- 
ment, ottered as a proof of Guilt. I have 
heard it said, that nothing but conviction 
could have induced the Minister to take 
the ])art he did. God forbid that I 
should impute any other motives to Mr. 
PiTTjthan jnternal conviction ; biu I certainly 
could figure to myself other motives for Mr 
Pitt's conduCt ; that is, 1 think I could 
point out political reasons, which might 
have tlieir weight in most understandiiigs. 
But with respect to Mr. ICiiskine, I can 'oe 
many political reasons which might i: iace 
that Gentleman to aCl against Mr. 1 Iasi inos, 

but 
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but none that ('oulcl induce liim to speak in 
his favour. I mean no political reasons ; and 
therefore when I hear of Mr. Ehskink'.s 
speaking on the subje^l in the manner he 
did at Westminster Hall, I must conclude 
that he was a6luated by the noblest princi- 
ple of the human mind, namely, the con- 
sciousness of what is due to injured inno- 
cence. If I am right in my conclusion, his 
condu6l on this occasion does infinitely more 
honour to his he art than all his eloquence, 
great as it is universally allowed to be, can 
possibly do to his head. 1 am totally un- 
known to Mr. Ekskine, and he is equally 
unknown to me, except by his fame and re- 
putation. After having said thus much in 
regard to the man, I must take notice of 
some ])arls of his speech, which, however 
pleasing they may be to Mr. Hastings and 
his friends, do not meet my ideas at all, 
Th ‘ parts I allude to are pages SJ, O’, 7. In 
one part of page So, Mr. Erskine says, “It 
“ may and must be true that Nh*. Hastings 
“ has edended against the rights and privi- 
“ lege s of Asiatic Government, ff he was 
the faithful Deputy of a Power, which 

“ could 
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‘‘ could not maintain itself for an hour 
“ without trampling upon both. He may 
“ and must have ottended against the laws 
“ of (jod and Nature, if he was the faithful 
“ Viceroy of an Empire, wrested in blood 
“ from the people to whom God and Na- 
“ ture gave it." I need not (juote more, 
for the whole page, and part of tlie next, 
go on in the same stile. 

Mr. Ersktnk W'ould not have said this,, 
liad he read diligently and attentively the 
Histories of Indostan since tliehr.st Mahom- 
medan invasion. The Govermnent of the 
India Company has been lenient in tlie ex- 
treme, wlien compared witli ila* best Mogul 
Emperor tliat ever sit on the tlirone. Nay 
more, 1 would underlake to j)rove, that no 
one act of Mr. IlAsriKCis’s Ciovernment that 
I eve r yet heard of, was worse, more tyran- 
nical, or unjust, tiian’is done by every Le- 
gislative Power (whether in the hands of one 
man or many), rej)catedly, and almost un- 
observcdly. This may be thought a very 
bold assertion, but it is a very true one. 
The expulsion of (hiicYT Sing, and the re- 
bellion 
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bullion at Benares, arose from the same 
anise as tlie American War, namely, resist- 
ed Taxation. The taxing of Cheyt Sing 
was as politically necessary as the taxation 
of America, and in my. opinion much more 
so. Parliament was answerable only for the 
princi})le upon which they taxed America, 
the rebellion followed in consequence, Mr. 
ILv'I'ings is answ'crablc for the principle 
upon which he taxed Cheyt Sing ; the re- 
bellion was, like the other, an unexpected 
and unforeseen consequence. The taking 
the treasure from the Begum, must be con- 
sidered by all those who think the Nabob 
w'n; unjustly kept out of his patrimony, as 
an execution like those which Mr. Erskine 


sue« out daily for his Clients at Westminster- 
But those who think that these Ladies ought 
not to posse.^o jaghirc's, and entrust them to 
tlu’ir Eunuchs, will think the resumption poli- 


ti-'.'dly necessary, ao.d fiimilar to our Govern- 


nu nl'.s getting by commutation the Sove- 
reignty of tlie Isle of Man. Those who 
think with Mr. IlA.-.riNGs, that they aided 
our enemies, will conclude that the confis- 


cation 
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cation was just, and grounded on the Law of 
nations. 

Wliatever is done bj' a Parliament, wc are 
apt to consider just and “quitable, in general, 
not always ; but there being no ajjpeal, the 
subje 61 :s must acquiesce, let them think what 
they may. But I wish any man to reflect, 
and to put to himself this question — If 
what is done by the Three Estates, were 
done by the Cabinet, should I not call it ar- 
bitrary and iniquitous ^ \\'hat ('an be the 
reason of this difference? It consists in this: 
we are in the habit of submitting to our di- 
vided Legislature, and we think nothing can 
be right that has not thes.i'.nHion ol King and 
Parliament ; but had we been br<id up un- 
der a Legislature less comprehensive, we 
should have looked for no other saimlion. 
But there are two ways in which acils of 
Government may be considered : First, 
whether they conform to rule and custom ; 
that is, whether the acts of Government are 
performed by those who have a prescripti\ e 
and constitutional right to perform them r 
And, secondly, whether those Governors 
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adlcd discreetly, and had public good fof 
their motive? If either of these fail, the 
A6t is wrong. In the former case, a regu-* 
lar fixed Legislature cannot fail, but it may 
in the latter. With resjx'cl to the Supreme 
Council, both may be doubted ; that is, 
whether tliey can justify deviation from 
rules, or tlic ailing legislatively or disere- 
tionally, upon the spur of the occasion, or 
not. And also, whether, supposing them 
})ossessed,of tliat right, they did a6l discreetly 
and usefully or not? I say, that the Supremo 
Council at Calcutta, may be attacked on 
cither of these grounds. — You may say» 
they had no right to use extraordinary 
means to meet extraordinary occasions. You 
may say, the means used were more op- 
pressive. and unjust than they need to have 
been . d'o ajiply this reasoning to the pre- 
sent case, I say, that if Mr. Hastings had 
a riglu, or is justified in using extraordinary 
means to raise supplies for the war in India, 
that the means were intentionally as inno- 
cent aiKl good as any means that are used 
in this country, in the raising of the annual 
feupplics in time of war. People in judging, 

consider 
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consider the Agent more than the A6t. 
They say, who is this Mr. Hastings, that 
taxes Princes, and a6ls thus from his own 
discretion ? I should answer, were I present 
at the question — He was a Viceroy, ordered 
to preserve a large country to the Empire 
of Great Britain, whose Constituents forgot 
to p.;int out to him some legal method to 
raise extraordinary supplies for extraordi- 
nary occasions. This Viceroy a6led from 
his own judgment : he took what he 
thought the best method, but his .Judges 
think he was wrong ; but they never have 
yet told him what he ought to have done. 
By his Judges in this case, I mean the 
House of Commons. It is a question Iliave 
a thousand times asked ; I have put it to 
Lords, Commons, and private individuals, 
but I never got an answer to it yet, that I 
could understand — O. If Mr. Hastings 
acted wrong, what ought he to have done ? 


Mr. Erskine was certainly wrong in 
his admissions, and that I could demonstrate 

to him, were I in habits of intimacy with 

O him. 
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him, and were we to discuss the evidence on 
the Benares and the Oude Charge, coolly and 
deliberately together. 

I have now done with this Charge, and 
shall proceed to that of the Presents. 

THE END. 
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In our political Dispatch of the 28th of 
Noy. 1804) after animadverting on the con- 
duct of our Governor-CeneraJ, Marquis 
Wellesley* in omitting to inform us of the 
orders he had issued for commencing hos- 
tilities against the Mahratta Chieftain, 
Jeswunt Row Holkar, an omission contrary 
to obvious propriety, as well as the positive 
injunctions of an act of parliament, and 
productive of serious inconveniencies at 
home, w'C intimated an intention of deliver- 
ing, on a future occasion, our sen^ments on 
other measures of bis liOrdship’s administra- 
tfon, which had mada a deep impression on 



our miiids. We now proceed to perform 
that intention. On several occasions we 
have found ourselves called upon to bestow 
our warmest commendation on the measures 
of Marquis Wellesley; and that we have 
embraced those occasions with pleasure 
may be evinced by the testimonies given 
him of our approbation, which have not 
been exceeded by those conferred on the 
most illustrious of his predecessors. It has 
been with the sincerest regret that we have 
seen other proceedings of his Lordship, 
which it was impossible for us to contem- 
plate with satisfaction. Our free opinions 
upon those measures have been long with- 
held, partly from reluctance to convey cen- 
sure, and partly in the hope that single acts, 
as they Ibr a time appeared, of an excep- 
tionable nature, would not occur again. We 
still retain all the consideration for the ta- 
lents of Marquis Wellesley, to which they 
are justly entitled, and are still willing to 
bestowo^-our praise uport every measure of 
his govefiahent which has been in our judg- 
ment calculated for the public good. But, 
after deliberately reviewing the course of his 
proceedings for some years past, there ap- 
pears in il^such a series of deviations from 
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the constitution established by law for the 
government of British India, and from the 
usages ,of our services, such -frequent in- 
stances of disregard, in affaire both of greater 
and inferior moment, to all other authori- 
ties, and of continued assumptions of new 
authority by the Governor-General himself, 
that the character of our Indian Govern- 
ment has, in his hands, undergone an essen- 
tial change. It has in fact been turned into 
a simple despotism ; the powers of the Su- 
preme Council have been completely ab- 
sorbed ; the subordinate governments have 
been reduced nearly to the condition of pro. 
vinces of the Bengal Presidency ; the autho- 
rity of the Court of Directors has, in many 
instances, been disregarded ; informations of 
the most important and necessary kind have 
been withheld from the country j very great 
irregularities and defects have taken place 
in recording important transa'^tions ; instead 
of that economy in public expenditure^, 
which the spirit of the constitution of British 
India, as well as the constant tenor of our 
instructions,haye enjoined, there has been, i' 
many instances, a needless profusion, wh* 
^as contributed to swell the Com* 
debt, now increased to an enormous a 
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and with regj^rd to foreign relations, al^ 
though the law has not only prescribed prin-» 
ciples of moderation,.justice, and good faith, 
towards all the native Powers, but expressly 
forbidden schemes of conquest and aggran- 
dizement, the spifit,and intentions of that 
salutqjry regulation have been signally vio- 
lated, and. the Company plunged deeper 
than ever.' ill wars, which, without entering 
here into their character and consequences, 
could not,* /without design of aggrandize-, 
ment on the part of the Governor-General, 
have taken place, 'J’hese wars, and all the 
political powers of government connected 
with them, have been directed by the per- 
sonal authority of the Governor- General ; 
dnd,jiji a' word, his sole will and his sole 
power havc'lfistftuted all the most important 
measures, internal and external, originating 
abroad during the latter years of his go- 
vernment. L^^ming it one of the most iu-s 
dispensable parts of our duty to maintain 
in its spirit pud entireaess the constitution 
formed' by . the wisdom of the Legislature for 
the government of our Eastern possessions, 
is impossible dor us, however painful the 
of animadyeitsion may be, to pass over 
ice liuj^erous and alarming infra^-. 



tions of that constitution, and of principles 
and usages consonant to it, which reason 
and experience have ^tablished in our aer* 
vice. This is a matter that .respects not the 
personal conduct of Marquis Wellesley only, 
but the conduct of our g '’yeminents aird the 
welfare of our affairs in futtire times. . 

- : ‘ T 

We shall therefore proceed ti '-a' %Mtement 
of transactions, which ini' thit^yfdetail will 
unfold and substantiate the poVitions here 
specifically advanced, not meaning to enu- 
merate all the instances that might be ad- 
duced, and having specially m view the 
prevention of such evils and irregularities 
hereafter. 

> By the 24th section of th]^’ het infraction* 
of the 33d of his present Ml^esl^, °j[/jheron- 
cap. 52, the whole civil and^niiiiiair *titutionai 

^ - - . ' ' ■ authonty ' 

government, and the managenient andtighuof 
of the territorial acquisitioit*. and 
revenues of the three Presi^^encies respec-r 
tively, are vested in the re^ective Gover- 
nors and three Counsellors^jj \the Governors 
and Councils of Fort St. Ge. 'rge and Bom- 
bay being, however, subject to. the superin- 
tendence and controul ofo^ie Goveruors- 
General in Council of Bei^ah; The estab- 
lishing of a separata cbi7esp^4^^^ bet^ef i 
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the respective Governors in India, and the 
authorizing of the Governors to record, or 
to withhold any part, or the whole of such 
correspondence, from the knowledge of their 
respective Councils, as they may think 
proper, is not warranted by law; and any 
orders and instructions issued by the Go- 

without the concurrence of 
¥ * * ' 
his CouhtJ.^^ to the Governors of Fort St. 

George and Bombay, and acted upon by 
them, without the knowledge and concur- 
rence of their respective Councils, must be 
considered^as illegal, the civil and military 
government of the three Presidencies being 
thereby taken out of the hands of the re- 
sptective Councils, in whom, by law, it is 
vested., aud cl5hfined to the three Governors 
only r-yW this has been the avowed prac* 
tice in the government of Marquis Welles* 
ley ; and we have to remark in particular, 
that no part of the correspondence carried 
on between him and Lord Clive, in the years 
1800 and^SOl, relative to so important a 
sul^ect iis the future succession of the Car- 
natic, in the , event of the ejipected death 
of the Naboip. Omdut ul Omrah, has ^et 
been recor^,ed. 

. In our letter ‘in the political department 
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to the Xjovernnient of Fort St. George, of 
the 2d March 1803, we directed that the 
correspondence .between oar respective In« 
dian Governoi's, unless under circumstances . 
of a most peculiar nature (which can but 
seldom occur, and when they do, we ought 
to receive the earliest intimation thereof), 
should be carried on by the GovCTnoi*s in 
Council as formerly' ; but, to our very great 
surprise, we find, by advices from that Pre- 
sidency, that upon those orders being com- 
municated by the Madras Government to 
the Governor-General, he, withoust' alleging 
any peculiar circumstances, or at all no- 
ticing the subject to us, directed, that th^, 
separate correspondence shoul*’: be’ .con- 
tinued without variation ; thereby 
ing a practice not only illegal in itself, but 
involving also a breach of 'the positive and ' 
recent orders of the Court ,of Directors. We - 
therefore direct that from hencefonyaitl this 
separate correspondence be'discontinued. 

The next circumstance to >vhich we shall 
allude, as derogatory to the rights of the , 
Council, is the .appointment o<: the. Hon. 
Henry Wellesley, on the 5th July 1801, by . 
the sole authority of tlie Goveraor-C^eneral^ 
then at Calcutta, with instructions fron» 



himself to negociate a treaty with the l^abob 
of Oude, which was concluded on the 10th 
Nov. and ratified by the Governor- General 
on the 14th, without any reference being 
made to his Council ; neither docs it appear, 
until the treaty was ratified, that the Coun- 
cil w'as’ acquainted wdth the progress of the 
ncgociation, or even that any negociation 
was pending. 

The deputation of the Hon, Henry Wel- 
lesley, to negociate a treaty with the Nabob 
of Oude, under instructions from the Go- 
vernor-General solely, cannot be considered 
otherwise than as an assumption of autho- 
rity on the. part of the Governor-General 
not warraiked by the act of parliament. 
The (Sbuncil ought to have been apprized 
of the negociation, and to have had its 
share in the deliberation, since, by the act 
of the 13th George HI. cap. 18. sec. 8, the 
powers of government given to the Gover- 
nor-General and other Governors in the dif- 
ferent Presidencies, are to be exercised in 
their respective Councils, in which Councils, 
in case of k dilFereucc of opinion,,the deter- 
^linatiqn rests with the major part of those 
present. The subsequent appointment of 
Mr.* Wellesley, by the Governor-General 
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pnly, to be Lieut. Governor of the 
vioces ceded to the Comp«uiy under the 
treaty with the Nabob Viaicr, wat 
highly objectionable, on account of that 
gentleman not being in the Company's 
service. 

In the second paragraph of our dispatch 
in the political department, of the 28th No>v. 
1804, on the subject of the extraordinary 
powers vested in Lieut. Gentnral Lake and 
in Major General Wellesley, by instruc- 
tions of the 26th June and 27th July 1803, 
we have already observed, that ** however 
we are led to entertain doubts, wliether 
some of the powers therein granted are 
not of a nature and description which 
even the Governor-General in (^uncil is 
unauthorized by the law to delegate, we can 
have none, that the powers of the Governor- 
General alone, more especially when exer- 
cising his functions in his own presidency, 
are wholly incompetent to such* a delega- 
tion." We refrain from noticing several 
instances which have occurred, where, in 
matters of less moment than those abdve 
stated, the Governor-General has acted 
without the knowledge and con^nt of^ the 
Council. ' ' 
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But, it is ihipossible for us here to avokl 
remarking, thai minutes from the Governor- 
General ha\ ^ been entered upon the con- 
suHations at which he was not present—- that 
such minutes b(‘ar date some days prior to 
the consultatic ns, and contain propositions 
upon w hich orders had been issued and car- 
ried into operation, previous to their being 
brought on the record. Such evident irre- 
gularities in the form of your proceedings 
must be in future a\oided. 

The Governor-General, by his Own autho- 
rity, independently of his Council, could 
not legally issue the orders to Lieut. General 
Lake and Major-General Wellesley, dated 
at Barrackpere, the l6th April 1804, di- 
recting hostilities to he commenced against 
Jeswunt Row Ilolkar. Equally illegal and 
irregular were the communications made of 
tliose orders to Ihfj residents at the respec-s 
tive Durbare of D nilat Row Scindia, and 
the Souhalidar of the Decan, through the 
medium of the GovernonGenei'ars private 
Mecrotaxy, Those communications should 
have been made by the public Secretary to 
the Governor-General in Council, as direct- 
ed by til* e act of parliameuL 
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In noticing some. of. the striking, in3tai:ice>^, 
in which the Govenior-GeWeril s<pjp>ears t<^ 
have acted without the concurrcrice of his 
Council, we cannot !refrainifi3om,expi’essiiig^^ 
our surprise that no attempt ; appears top 
have been made, on the part of any of the 
other members of Council, to check the 
Governor'-Gcneral in the exercise of an in- 
dependent authority not warrantetf in. law? 
by claiming to participate in virtue of their 
office, and as . constituent members of the 
Government General, as by law established, 
in the deliberations upon subjects of sueh 
high importance, of their share of the re- 
sponsibility attaching to' which they could 
not divest themselves. It is only during 
the Governor General’s absence from Ids 
own government of Bengal, that li^j^. is ciur 
powered to issue, if necessary, orders and 
directions to the other Governments or 
l^residencies, or to any of the officers br 
servants of the Company acting under the ^ 
authority of the said Presidencies. ]5ut, 
when the Governov-General shall he at 
either of the Presidencies of Fort St. Gecg^ 
and Bombay, even that power ceases^^^' aral 
the Government is to, be carried ojr, with 
the CQ-Qperation of the Council^s'atiithdsse 



' Presidencies v^spectively, in the same n^inr 
ner as at Port William^ ' 

Upon this subject we continue in. the opt* 
niop which wet hare already expressed in 
the 10th paragraph of our letter in the pub-; 
.lie depptmenty of the llth June 180O» to 
the Government of Madras, a copy of which 
was transmitted to you as usual, viz. ** That 
wherever any member of Council shall see 
Cause of objection to any proposition com- 
ing from the Chair, we hold it to be the 
duty of such member to record his opinion, 
wi^ perfect freedom, though with modera- 
tion and respect. And it is hereby proper 
to remark, that although in extraordinary 
cases, when the Council differ in opinion 
from the Governor, we approve of his act- 
ing wi(|(^ut their concurrence, agreeably to 
jthe powers with which he is so invested by 
ibe lyegislature ; yet, whenever a Governor 
act, we expect that a free communi* 
^ C 3 tk>q be held with the Council ; otlierwise 
(in ina|i^|ases) it will be> impossible for us 
to. fbrn M proper decision on- tlie measures 
tlmt^ay.be adopted by the Goyeroor* or 
I etti* order in consequence. At the 

^ time we shall highly resent any oppo- 
' shall appear to arise &om. fpc- 
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tious or interested ttiotives.^ We mbit 
also refer you to tbe sentiments eontnie^ 
in the concluding ^art of tb«'|3th p&rM 
graph of* our letter to*Fort St. George in thd 
public department* of the 17th Decembef 
1802 ; “ That if a Member of Council is 
silent, or concurs in measures which in Ins 
conscience he thinks prejudicial to the in- 
terests of his employers, and abstains fVoift 
opposing with moderation, and recording' 
his dissent with temper, decorum, and re- 
spect to the Govemm'^t of which he is a 
member, he certainly is guilty of a derelic- 
tion of his duty, and, must inevitably incur 
the displeasure of the Court of Directors." 

The investing of Col. Murray With the chief 
local military authority hi Guzerat, in- 
dependent of the Government of^iSombaj^, 
if not absolutely illegal, is finqiuestiutoabliy 
contrary to usage and the constitution of 
the Company. The military ough^ ever to 
act in subordination to the civil power ; and 
the authority of our respective Civil govefn- 
ments over the military within the limits df 
those Governments, should ever be upheld. 
The Presidencies of Fort St. Geoi^ aud^ 
Bombay are subject to the i^ntrouHtag 
power of til© GovernonGeneral in : 
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but the supremacy of those Presidenciet 
Over the military serving within their boun- 
daries, ought never to be questioned. We 
have already noticed in our letter in the 
political department of the 28th November 
1804, the impropriety of leaving it to Major- 
General Wellesley to communicate, at such 
time as he might tliink proper, to the Bom- 
bay Government, the resolution for com- 
mencing hostilities against Jeswunl Bow 
Ilolkar, instead of making the communica- 
tion of so important an event, to that Go- 
vernment, directly from the Governor Ge- 
neial in Council, at the earliest period pos- 
sible. 

As connected with the subject of the 
want of consideration on the part of the 
GoVerpjftr-General for the rights of the 
Council, wc must here advert to the novel 
practice of addressing the public dispatches 
to the Court of Directors in the singular 
number, in the name of the Governor^Gene- 
rtil in Council. I’hc orders of our ludiiui 
Governments are directed by the ]<cgisla- 
tnre to be promulgated in the name of the 
_ Governor-General in Council ; but it must 
be recollected, that the Government of the 
several l^rcsidencies, and Council 
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proceedings ate to be reported' to us, in 
regular dispatches, under their ow^n signa- 
tui'es, necessarily implying that those dis- 
patches should be addressed in the plural 
number, according to the former usage, 
the Governments of I’ort St. George and 
Dornbay have not deviated from that usage ; 
and we direct that the same be observed by 
the Go V i riior-General and Council of 3?en- 
gal in their future dispatches to the Court 
of Directors. 

Extcnaing Hie suiierintending and conlroul- 

the COB- , . , , , 

troubng mg power given by the law to tlie 
thrsTprLe Gbvernmeut of Bengal, over the 
<70vernineiit other Presidencies, is described, as 

over the . . , ' 

other Presi- it is tit it bhoiild be, ill coinprelicii- 

tlencies, to - . t ^ i . . 

all the de- sive tcniis ; but the intcj^tion and 
spirit of the law went to^'^tablish 
fnent», oiic directing authority, and by that 
means an unity of system, in the general 
conduct of the Governments of Biitish In- 
dia towircls foreign States, and in the gene- 
ral management and application of their 
resources both for internal improvement 
and external security. Such appears to 
iiave been the understanding of the law, 
until the time of Marquis Wclle^y, b<^re 
it was not the practice of thd Su- 



^teme Government %o interfere, nnless 
.Qpon reference from the subordiimio Presir 
-dencies, in the minute*, interior details of 
their afiairs ; much less to Abridge them of 
of' the Authority, political or military, 
with which the law had invested them. 
Such also^ Was the sense of the Court of 
^ii’ectors, expressed very 'early after a 
coatroul over the other Presidencies was 
Vested "by law Vin that of Bmigal ; for, in, 
thoir Dispatch of the 9th of Dfecember 1784, 
-\hey enjoined that the Supreme Govern- 
'ment, in the exercise of its controul, should 
i^oid taking any steps which might tend to 
diniinish tlie weight;of the subordinate Presi-* 
dencies, in the opinion of the country powers 
Cdn»^fj|cd With them. And if the Court 
wer^-'t^s careful to preserve the respect of 
thosi^ Presidencies with foreign States, in 
irclatibn to whom the necessity of a controul 
was^bst obvious ; much more inuaHr-they 
ha vd -intended, that among the servants and 
subjects q,f the subordinate Governments an 
;.et}uAi respect should be mAintained, which 
"pould be done only' by leaving to* them a 
^gendarfreedom in the details of internal 
administration. ‘ ’ 

appears - -to have been theintentiem of 



to conc^trate ;tli th# 
.political -powers of British Ifidio irt thd peK^ 
son df the GovertaorrGeneral, ahdto cosisidei^ 
the whole but ^s fonning« with respect td " 
him, one government, through every part 
and ramificatkm df which his authtmty wai;^ 
practically and constantly to pervade. , *1^'} 
general tenor of his corroipthidence with' 
the subordinate governments fbp some yeaht 
past, seems to proceed so much upon thisi^^ . 
principle, as to render a recourse to partin ' 
cular instances, fear illustration, unnecessaryi' 
Ihe extraordinary powers given, as already-,' 
noticed, to the military officers Generajh 
Lake and Wellesley, Colonel Muj^y^ 
by which the politicai'^^ftnd military author 
rity .of the subordinate governn^i^ jdf 
Bombay in particular, within the Sphei^ of- 
the operations of those officers, 
pletely superseded, afford examples fu the 
tnoshllbaportant affairs:' the separate caiv 
respondeiice maintaiped by-tl)^: GQvdhor? * 
Genera) with the subiirdinate L overnors, is 
another instance; and itt,pbijriU!i;;%f a :jnipto:<i 
minute kind the following may K*^tffice. . 

. The Accountant of hl^lms ^vipg ..re* 
marked on the delay and j^aotiyi><^idna^jq^; 
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finance, the Governor-General in OoitncJil 
' observed, that being determined to main- 
tain unimpaired the exercise of the legal 
powers of the Supreme Government, in their 
utmost extent, over every branch of the ad- 
ministration of the subordinate Presidencies^ 
he could not ipass without a censure any 
attempt to frustrate the just authority of 

Govemof ^General in CoitticiL 

This direct interference is also extended 
in another instance to Bombay, as appears 
by the following extract of a letter from the 
chief Secretary of Bengal to the Secretary 
at Bombay, dated 3d February 1803. 

I am likewise i|||ii'ected to desire, that 
you will inform the Honourable the Go- 
vernor in Council, that his Excellency has 
been pleased to order, that Captain Hayes 
be permitted to draw the pay and allowance 
of 1st Caj)tain of the Bombay Marine Esta- 
blishment, from the date of the surreiiAer of 
Ternate to the British arms, until he shall 
I be regularly promoted to that situation, as 
la further testimony of his Excellency’s ap- 
Iprobation of Captain Hayes’s general ser- 
vices,” &c. &c. 

Again in the year 1801, when Marquis 
Wellesley directed troops to be sent from 



1'9 


Bombay to the Red Sea, the Governor 
Ml'* Duncan, and both the members of GouA- 
oil, recorded minutes stating it as their 
opinion that tlie settlement, of Bombia.y' 
ivould, by this drain of troops, be heft i|i 
almost a defenceless state, if any attaelt 
should be made upon them by the French, 
and of which there then appeared to then 
some probability. 

These opinions, so entered, Man^uis Wel> 
lesley calls ** discussions inconsistent mih the 
principles of subordinationf and due gradation 
of authority y Thus the principle of extend- 
ing the controuling powers of tlm Supreme 
Government over all the details of the 
other Presidencies, |d|||||^not only directly 
avon ed, but even a ^^ent freedom of opi- 
nion on their part censured as a resistance 
of it. 

We are aware that it might be diihcult 
and would be inexpedient to de^ne, by any . 
exi^lPHine, the limits beyond which the in- 
terference of the Supreme Govenunait 
ought not, in any cases or circumstances, to. 
go even in the internal affairs of the sub- 
ordinate Presidencies ; and we would be far 
from countenancing in them any thing like 
A spirit of disobedience or resistance : . but 
.■ PS- /■ ... 
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we think it clear that the law did not intend 
' the Supreme Government should assume 
the direction in detail of the businesa of 
the other Governments, as it does the direc- 
tion pf any of the' divisions- of. country 
under the Bengal Presidency ; we know that 
this is contrary to the intention of the Com- 
pany and to past usage ; and we believe, and 
we likewise know, that the effects of such a 
system would be very prejudicial to the 
affairs of the Company ; because it must be 
impossible for one man, or for three or four, 
having under their immediate management 
vast concerns, to extend their care to the 
domestic details of <^er Governments, also 
of vast extent and *Qt|tf||^loxify > and because 
the continuance of^^mh practice would de- 
prive the Governors and Councils of the 
subordinate Presidencies of that independ- 
ence and energy of mind, necessary gene- 
rally, for men placed in their high situ^on, 
and of the greatest importance in 
conjectures, which may be expected to 
arise. 

foregoing recital exhibits, in cases of 
great moment, instances of conduct which 
fall directly under this head ; many others 
occur, which are> of various degrees of im- 
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portsence, but'^n serre to establui^ tbii 
truth, that the Governor-Cien^l hail 
med to himself a discretiop to disp^i^ 
with obedietice to the orders Of the Cout^ 
where no necessity could be pleaded for tltli. 
exercise of such, an unwairanted libeft^:. 
Among tliose instances are the following : 

■ 1st. In continuing Sir George lieith, wh^ 
was not a servant of the Company, iii tlfo 
officeof lieut. Governor of Prince' of Wales'S 
Island, after the Court had twice directed 
his removal. The resistance to our orders, 
in this respect, was upon the plea, that a 
full and complete report of the 'state of aft 
foirs upon that island was in preparation 
by Sir George Leith, ^d that therefore hik 
removal would be of public detriment i but 
it was not until after wc had a third time' 
issued orders for his removal, that another 
person was appointed. The expected repoilr 
from Sir George Leith docs not appear to 
havdibeen made. 

2d. In granting 30,000 * rupees to Major- 
General St. John, and6,00i0 rupees to Capu 
ta.in Pilkington, neither of them servants ?of 
the Company, as a compensation for lotfs of 
baggage, a most wanton misapplication bf 

• 30,<XX) rape^si « aboot S/jOOi* ' 



the Company’s money, anti in a mode for* 
Ibidden by a standing order, it is to be rej- 
marked, that tlie grant to Captain Pilking- 
tori was made substMjuent to the receipt of 
our orders, directing the sum granted to 
Major-General St. John to be refunded. 

3d. In appointing Mr. Ewer to be sole 
Commissioner for investigating the affairs 
of Fort St. Malbro’, instead of a commission 
consisting of three persons, as ordered' by 
the Court of Directors, 

4tli, In the grant of a pension to Mr. 
Sea wen ofS* R* 12,Ci00 per annum^ instead 
of appointing him to an office, with a salary 
not exceeding that sura, as directed by us, 
and without assigning any reason at the time 
of such deviation from orders, 

5th. In the increase of salary to the 4^dvd- 
cate General, from C. R» 30,000 anfinrnt 
at which it had been fixed by the Court of 
Directors, to S* R* 3,000 per month, 

6th. In the appointment of Mr. Sitettel 
to the post of 7\dvocate General, without 
declaring it to be subject to the confirma- 
tion of the Court, agreeably to a standing or- 
der, tliat this office should not be perma- * 

. • * This was to Sir William Burroughs^ to whom he also recom* 
a ihrther remuneration ! ! J 
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neatly fixed , without the safiction of the 
Courts of Directors. 

7th. In granting a pension tp Mr. Tinetf 
ta, without any condition of the Court of 
Approval. 

8th. In continuing Captain Hook in the 
office of secretary to the Governor-General 
in Council, in the military depat’tment, not- 
withstanding our positive directions for his 
removal. The circumstance of tfie non-re- 
moval of Captain Hook is greatly aggrava- 
ted by the consideration, that after the re- 
ceipt of our orders for his removal, and that 
a civil servant shoirtd succeed to the office. 
Captain Hill has been appointed deputy 
secretary. We direct, that both these ap- 
pointments be immediately rescinded, atid 
that gentlemen in the civil service be no- 
minated to succeed Captain^ Hook and' 
Hill in theirrespcctiveoffices of secretary and' 
deputy secretary to the Governor-General 
in Council in the military departinent. 

9th. In increasing the salary to the Go- 
vernor-General's mil itarj' secretary, from ru- 
pees 300 to ru{)ees IdOOper month*, without 
a previous reference to the Court of Direoi 
tois, agreeably to their order's of lOtb Jun^ 

* From4M/. yearty^ to 5,26 oA ' 
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1^1) which Were known in Betig&( 
time such increase was made. 

. lOth. In contlnuingthe allowances toCo* 
lonels Harc<iurt and Monson« who were 
charged with the Governor-General’s dis- 
patches to Europe and pleading the case of 
Captain Madan, who in 1793 was sent to 
Europe with dispatches from Lord Cornwal- 
lis, a» a precedent, notwithstanding the or- 
ders of the Court, that the case of Captain 
Madan should not be considered'^ a pre- 
cedent. We must here remark, that the 
practice of sending packets in the charge of 
officers has become unnecessarily frequent, 
at a considerable expence to the Company^ 
11th. In postponing the dissolution of the 
college established at Fort William, which 
dissolution the Court ordered to be imme- 
diate, to the distant period of eighteen 
months, and with the express design of obi 
taining a reversal of the order for the disso- 
hitton. 

. Without entering here Into the merits and 
demerits' the plan of that institution, 
we must Ooserve, that in all projected mea- 
lUtfes oFimportance, where urgent necessity 
did not require immediate decision, it has 
hisen practice of the service to refer the 
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of j^asures home, for CQii9ji» 
’d^'atioa. In this case there was not' 
shadpvr Of necessity for hurrying to an. ii)f 
itant decision ; and there was, on the oth(^r 
'hand, a great many reasons for refernng fo 
the consideration of the Court of Pireeforst 
h project which involved the question of tho 
education of the young men who were, hy 
their patrOnage, to be appointed to that ^Tr 
Vice, of which the £s;.ecutive Body of thfi. 
'iCompauy are the national guardians. 
'We must confess, that the precipitate esta- 
hlishment of the College had too much the 
'appeara.nce of an intention to supersede the 
previous delibei'ation of the .Court ; an ob- 
vious consequence of which would be to 
render the abolition or modification of an 
institution once formed, more difficult to us ; 
and we must here declare our determina^ 
don to resist to the utmost ev^ry attempt, 
lyr such, indirect means, to deprive us of 
ithat negative in the institution of measures 
not called for by immediate necessity^ 
which the law for most salutary purpo^ 
has left in our bands. ■ ; > 

On this article too it is impossible to avoid 
remarking, that, contrary to aU usago» :ni» 
regular statement has to this day beeusci;^ 
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MS of the annual expenditure of the College ; 
and we nre left for information^ to the linan» 
cial estimates and accounts of the year. In- 
deed we learn tliat both the establishiiient 
and expenditure have been excessively 
great : but this mode of making large dis-^ 
barsements from the funds of the Company/ 
without submitting to us, in the first place* 
if they are matter of establishment, the 
grounds and reasons on which they are ac- 
corded, and, in all cases* the regular details 
of such disbursements, is what we can by no 
means tolerate. 

12th. In ordfjring the permanent settle- 
ment of- the revenues of the Fort St. George 
PresidenCyjwitbout any condition ^f render- 
ing that permanency subject to the confirma- 
tion of the Court of Directors, or waiting for 
their detej’minatibnwpon that great measure^ 
grant of vast estates in perpetuity is our 
highest act of ^ovei-eignty, and ought to 
emanate from thfe’ sovereign power; and in 
so -momentous a- concern as that of fixing 
^ land rents and te^r^ of a country ybr 
fi«?eyit \rfeefe'too'8uch a principle Was alto- 
gether liew, and the real value the landsV 
in snm^y casesj Very imperfectly known ; the 
utmost caution and circumspection were 
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X^Quired ; which .considehitjons, with fhe 
example of the Bengal Oovernmeut, undent 
Marquis Cornwallis, in a similar case, oiigWt 
to have produced ah iiiiitation of that ex- 
ample in a previous reference to this coun- 
try* against which no necessity or expe- 
diency could justly be pleaded' ! 

, 13th. In transniitting the tnanageqient pf 
the provinces of Malabar and Canairajfi^pn) 
Bombay to Madras, without waiting tUp 
sanction of the Court. 

14th. Jh reviving the scttlenient at Ba* 
lambangan, without tl^e previous' sanction 
of the Court, who have pot eyen hceh‘ ad- 
vised of the measure, except in a coniinu? 
nication frcjm the Government of MadriaSi 

15th. In ppptinuing fp h^afcp advances 
on account of buildings, 5cc, beyond tt^ 
bounds prescribed in the Court's letter, in 
the military department* of the !?3th AUt 
gust 1801, which linntecl the disbujsemenfo 
for buildings, and for the purchase of lands 
for that purpose iii the piiblip and judihi<4 
departments, tp the sum pf one lack of fUt 
pees per annum. Nqtwithstahdihg the 
positive and distinct time presPt^hed' 
that letter* which was r^eiyed m 
in' February 180^*' it appears t^ai ih? 



yances made in on acconat of 

"iaev Government House alone, amp;onte^ 
jtoS* R* 202,887, and for the purchase of 
houses and grounds on the same accounl^ 

, to rupees 725,606, making togetljer the. 
’ ^um'of rujpees 327,887. We must here re-=. 
■mark, that although the befbrcrinentioncd 
„orders, limiting the expence in the judicial 
department^ ; were communicated from the 
miUtaiy department to that department, 
they have riot been replied to, or even the 
receipt thereof acknowledged, ahhough 
orders pf the same date, and by the same 
conveyance, and in the same department, 
were regularly replied to, under date the 
17th Aprd 18(fe. 

We have much reaspn, farther, to com- 
plain of the defective state of the informaj* 
,t*on respecting the new Government 
House ; a work' of unexampled extent an^ 
magnihoonce, and which was undertaken 
- without any previous or regular communi- 
cation to us, of such a design, of its neces- 
or the scale of its expence. Although 
work was begun in June , 1798, and 
appeal^.' to have been carried on nt an 
.ehonrious cost, i^c ;^t' intimadon which 

.'we received relative thereto, was in a letter 

.•■ .1 •„ •• •. ■ ■ ■ ' 



fjorn the Qovewfir-Creneral to. 

inan, dated die 2d April 

i^everal st^ten^ents, pfredupti^Bsi Ht ^ 

civil and iniiitery departments; 

vyhich %yas a statement tendiin^ pro^ 

that it wa^ cUeapejr .tp erect new bnildihg^ 
(including e^imate fpr building a i^eie 
Guvernment than to sepajr. tte 

buildihgsj or cpntinue tp rent heretpfo^j 
The expencp, pf building a 9^^y<wp'r 
pient House estituate^ J?79»8^ 
rupees, whereas it appears that thp adr 
vances for the huilding a/d»e exceed fhnf 
calculatipn by nearly three lach? pf RS ^and,' 
including the purchase, of ground, by ahpye 
seven and a half lacks of rupees,^ nialdng 
an expenditure of rupees 1,338,8^9 or 
^.167,359, upon a building begun jn J.798, 
ivithput our knowledge and previous copr^ 
sent, and ' without, any infqpna^nn bein^ 
communicated to us, fespeohiug. the p^ 
gress of the building, and the.expepce ahr 
tending it, until .|he wprk was epmpletedr 
when the plan and elevation, ^yrete tf^^ 
mittecl and .referred^ to us In a letter flttm 
the Govempr-G^nerat in Qpuncd* d^t^ 
27th February 1804^ puf being fo 
long uninformed with resp^t to the expend ' 
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ditiire of iso lafgfe a sum as upwards Of 
fifteen lacks of rupees or £. 167,006, forms 
a striking contrast to the information con- 
tained in your dispatches from time to time, 
respecting trifling exjpendilures, particu- 
larly in the 64th paragraph’ ofyourianitafy 
tetter, of the 28th Feb. 1803, by which w'e 
are acquainted that you had authorized 
the sum of ninety-seven II*, thirteen Annas, 
to be disbursed in the repair of the miUtdrjf 
at Cliptain Gunge, 

On several points upon which have 
had occasion to aiiiinadvef t, in our dis- 
patches to yoiir Government, it has been 
observed in reply, **‘That‘ the Governor-! 
General would address the Court separately 
on the subject but scarcely in any single 
instance has this promise, on the part of 
the Governor-General, been fulfilled, which 
at least implies a deficiency in that re? 
spect which ii diie from the Governor? 
General to the Court of t)irectors, and 
must in eflect be considered as an evasion 
of the duty required from him. 

We I^ve befcU led to the fpregoi'ng pain- 
ful red'fal of some of the principal in- 
^taidees in which the orders of the Court 
cilF directors hate eidier been jevaded or 



disobeyed^ for tlie purpose oi? impressing 
Upoi^ the piiilds of our Oovemor-Genw^ 
and our Council the neces|5;ty of a, due 
submission to our orders in future, as 
well for, the sake of the example which 
such a conduct, On the part of the Supreme 
Government in India, is likely to produce 
in the minds of the subordinate Govern^ 
incnts^ and in the minds of our servants in 
general, who might thereby be taught 
to imbibe sentiments of insubordination 
dangerous to the existence of the Com* 
pany’s authority in India, as for the sake 
of conveying to yoU.our deteruiined ticsqlu.^ 
tion to resent any future instance of similajr 
disobedience to the plain, and positive^ 
orders of the Court of , Directors, on the-, 
part of any of our servants, in an cxemr 
plary mannen Wc think it necessary, at 
the same time, to remind oui;:. servants in 
general, particularly such> as arp high in 
station, Uiat^ by the 65th clause of the act' 
of the 33d of his ptesept Majesty, 
enacted, “ That the wilful disobeying, , 
the Wilfully omittiog, . forbearing,, or neg* 
lecting, to execute tho, orders . 
tions of the Court of .Dirpetera- 
said Company, by aqy 



tJovernor* jh^esident, doUnSclior, of 6diil3 
icaatidor in Chief, or bj any other of 
bfficdrs of servants O'f thb said tJhited 
Company iii th^ East Indies, (unless in 
case of necessity, the burthen, of the proof 
of ^hich necessity shall lie on the {Jarty 
to disobeying, of omitting of forbedting tO 
cxefcute. Such ofders and instructiohi> as 
aforesaid), and b\ery' wilful breach of the 
trust and duty of an office or employ- 
ment, by any such Governor-General, Go- 
■vemor. President,' Counsellor, or Com- 
mander in Chief, or by ahy of the officers 
or servants of the said United Company in 
the East Indies, shall be deemed and taken 
to be a misdemeanour at law, and shall or 
may be proceeded again-st and punished a^ 
sdeh by virtue of this act." 

Before we quit tofe Unpleasant subject; 
we wish to impress upon the minds of our 
superiof servants in India, that when they 
i^enture to deviate from orders’ which they 
may receive from home, without being 
aMe to assign the most substantial reasons 
for sol&Ing, it is not merely the authority 
of thtf Clonrt of Directors that is con- 
temned, but it is setting at naught the 
4ttthoxity of the Board of Commissioners 



H# yifr Hiffaiifs €f appoijjitedi by 

Majesty* in vifUik trf an not oT thfe 
^atute^ «ltice‘no oilers can be tatfnj^ 
the Ceutt of Directors to theie IntUiA €N^ 
Temtna[it», that have not previously Jfc* 
%*cived the approbntaono f that BiE>ar4w^ 
A irantein disobedience of ordesns so sano- 
tioned* , if permitted \Hth impunity* idS^t 
lead to consequences in our Indloii 
pire, the magnitude of vrhich ve eant|<ifc 
contemplate without experiencing a do^ 
siderable degree of emotion^ 

We must h4^ express our cohcefn^ tha^ 
the t3ovemoi>6eB«ral should have bneiOL 
induced* in his letter to Iiord CUvh* the 
S8(th Neivember 1801* to give so 
Ithed aa approbation of the sentiments ^ 
ifisubordinatioiH contained in txitd Cl>t*e's 
Wter to our Chakmau, of the I5tk October 
1801* and to expr^ his mitire COhCuf- 
renee in the general spirit and su^'tahCe 
of that letter. To nominate to anjr paHs- 
cttlar office under our several Ptetidench^ 
and to remofd ftohi office witiiout asslg^ 
iag any spodial r^achn for so dOih|^]» hr h 
Hght inherent in the Court oT Dire^tdli^ 
and whidh we shall continue iSh 
iirhen<efor’'tfe titny^eed onea|iciA^. 
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of declaring, as the Governor-General hrfs 
done, that, in the instances alluded to, 
this power has been exercised in a man-^ 
ner highly dangerous, in its general ope- 
ration, to the existence of the local go- 
vernment of Madras, it was the duty of 
the Govern or- General to set an example 
of submission to the measures adopted by 
the Court of Directors, and to have stated 
the objections which occurred to his mind, 
in a respectful representation to the Court* 
The existence of the local government of 
Madras, after affording such an example, 
was likely to be much more endangered 
by the Governor-General not having fol- 
lowed this obvious line of his duty, than 
by the Court of Directors having exercised 
a, right, which they indisputably possessed, 
of appointing and removing- from office, 
.whenever they might think such interfe- 
rence, on their parts, ,to be necessary ; a 
right, however, which though they may 
occasionally tlc<'ni it necessary to assert, 
.they have Jioug made it a rule not to ex- 
ercise but upou extraordinary occasions. 
To the support Lord Clive received, in this 
proceeding from tlie Governor-General, 
may be in a great degree ascribed his 
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Bubsequetit conduct towards the Court of 
Directors, whom, whilst yet under the 
oath of fidelity he had taken to the Cotti-» 
pany, he insulted by a letter which hot 
only struck at their authority, but at the 
whole political existence of that body 
under whom h^ was then Acting as Oover-r 
nor of Madras ; a situation from which 
that conduct would immediately have pro^^ 
duccd his dismission, if he had not in the 
mean time resigned. As Lord Clive ap, 
pears, in all ikings, to have observed the 
most entire deference towards, and con^ 
fidence in. Marquis Wellesley, it is difficult 
to conceive that he could have withheld 
from the Noble Marquis the coinmunica^ 

*" tion of this last act of his towards the Court 
and yet more difficult to conceive that, 
possessed of it, the Governor General could 
have chosen to bestow on Lord Clive those 
unqualified eulpgiums which closed his 
public correspondence with him, 

Irregular the head of several days cDn*» 

iqnoration* . . , , 

intheprac. sultations wc observc that the folr 
lowing minute is entered : 

His Excellency the Most Noble the, 
GovernorrGeneral signifies, that it is not ’ 
his intention to attend the pieeting of 

r ^ 
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C?ounci},. an4 thjat; the proce^iaga 

whicH may be held 9 .t the meeting be com-* 
munieated ta him for hi&, approbation " 

^etw^een the moiith of January and the 
month of August 180.1, this, minute occurs 
nine times. j>om the 21st August 1801 to 
thfi 31st April 1802, the Governor-General 
va$ absent in the Uppfr Provfincfis. But 
between the 21st AptU and the 2:id Decern-, 
ber 1803 this minute occurs twenty-eight 
times and between January and the 18th 
August 1803 it occurs twenty-four times. 
Except in case of illness we know not upon 
what justifiable ground the Govemor-Ge- 
nerad could absent lumself from Council, 
or upon what authority he required the 
proceedings being sent to him fo.r his ap- 
probation. 

We have al^dy remarked in a prece- 
ding paragraph, that a t some of the consulta^ 
l^pns at. which the Governor-General was 
not present, minutes from him are entered, 
containing propositions, on which ord«rs 
smted and acted upon some days 
previous tp their being recorded. 

1 As further instance of great irregu- 
hnity, we observe that the letter from the 
Ooveraor-Oeneial m Council to the Secret 



Committde of 1st January 1803^ 4«tfi£^ 
some partieniars of th0 negociatlons wijlli 
the Nabob Viaier, which look plaoo 
uent to the conclusion of the treaty with 
us Highness, of tlie 10th November i8Ql, 
on points arising out of that treaty, whilst 
the negqciations which led to the eonclu* 
sion of the treaty were not comniudteated ' 
to the Secret Committee till |he 14Ui Fe* 
bruary 1803. It is remarkaRe, that the 
letter of the 14th February 1803 was jre-» 
ceived by the Swallow on the 9th July 1803, 
%vhi]st that of the 1st January 1803 was not 
received till the 24th April 1804. We 4e^ 
sire that it may be explained to us why th« 
letter of the 1st January was not transK 
nutted by the Swallow, as weU' as that of 
the 14th February. .. 

We direct that in fiiture you keep us 
regularly advised qf all the material trans- 
actions of your Qovemmen^ as they ipay 
arise, and that the progress of every 
ness of importance* particularly such ns 
inay be of a political nature, be reguhi;^ 
entered upon ypur proceedings^ and - iiot 
as has been too much the case in., recent 
matters, withheld from the cpnsultatjNiixil 
for months after they ou^t 
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recorded, and even for' a considerable time 
after their final accomplishment. 

Indeed it seems to have been the general 
practice of Marquis Wellesley, to com- 
mence his political negociations, without 
communicating his intentions to the Coun- 
cil, and not to record his cprrespondence 
on the consultations until such negociations 
were termin^^ed or suspended. 

His corre^ondence with the Resident at 
liucknow, which begun in 1798, and led to. 
the Vizier's proposal to abdicate the Mus- 
mud in November 1799» was not recorded 
until June 1800, after the Vizier had tefused 
to abdicate on' the terms proposed by the 
Governor-General, and there appeared no 
longer any hopes of bringing him to accede 
to those terms. 

In January 1801 the negociation with 
the Nabob Vizier was renewed. Although 
the treaty which was the consequence of 
that negociation w'as concluded the 10th 
November 1801, yet the Governor- General 
did not record his correspondence relative 
thereto in regular series until the 24th of 
June 1802. 

The Governor-General returned from the 
Upper Provinces on the 22d April 1802 ; 
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but with the exception of a very ftjw "Otters, 
he did not i-ccord his correspondence with 
the Resilient at Scindia’s Durbar, ,, which 
passed, during his absence, until the l6th of 
August 1802. 

lli.s correspondence with the Resident at 
Poona, from July 1801 to June 1802, was 
not recorded until the 23d June 1802,' the 
day on which the instnictions to Colonel 
Close were dated, directing him to recom- 
mence the negociations for a subsidiary 
treaty wdlh the Peshwa. 

The correspondence from the coriimcnce- 
ment of the negociation to the conclusion 
of the treaty of Bassein, was not recorded 
until the 21st I'ebt uary 1803. 

Ilis correspondence with Generals Lake 
and Wellesley, commencing in June 1803, 
w as not recorded till March 1804. 

We must furtlier remark, that the first 
negociation for a treaty with the Peslnva, 
founded on the partition treaty of Seringa- 
patam, was broken off in September 179f9. 
A detailed statement of this negociation was 
contained in a letter to the Court of Direc- 
tors; dated the 18th January 1800. * 

By a letter in April 1800 the Resident at 
l^boaa was authorized to negociate a trelii|r 
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the Peshwa, the object ot wbich Wto 
to jcompel Scindia to remove from tlii^ 
JDeeai^, 

By a letter from the fesident, dated in 
July 1800, it appeared that the Peshwa^ 
fearing for the safety of his person, invest^ 
ed persons with full powers to treat for him 
with the resident : the resident was there*^ 
fore, by a letter in August 1800, authorised 
to treat to a certain extentk 
These three last letters were not brought 
forward on the consultations till the 37th 
November 1600, which consultations were 
received here the 31st July 1801. 

In May 1800 the Governor-General de- 
termined, that the negociation with the 
PeshWa should be conducted through the 
medium of the resident at Hydrabad, of 
which the Secret Committee were informed 
by the Governor m , his letter of the 9th 
Jaac 1800. 

The letter from the Governor-General in 
Comieii to tire Secret Committee, dated the 
iSlst August 1J300, also mentions tke subject 
tl^C^^Oguciation ; which letter was receh 
YCd this 3d March 1803. 

.Of the. progress of the negociation neh 
the Court nev -the Secret Committee 



•41 


^rcre directly advised. The GOvernor-Ge^ 
iieral, it is true, hints ata negociation depeii- 
<iing at Poonali, in his letter to the Court, 
dated the istJaiiuarylB02, paragraph 6, and 
the l('ftcr from Colonel Palmer, dated .26th 
Sept. 1800, informing the Governor-Gene* 
nil of the failwrc of the negociation, is cn- 
ter^d on consultations the l6th April 1801, 
uhieh consultations were received the 11th 
August 1802, but to which nO reference is 
made in the dispatches. 

Tlxc Governor-Generars instructions to 
Colonel Close, directing a renewal of. th«' 
negociation, an^ dated the 2Sd June 1802, 
and were received with the Governor«Ge- 
neral’s letter of the ‘J4th December 1802, ad- 
vising of the conclusion of the treaty of 
Passein, received here the 9th of ■ M&y 
1803. 

Hence it appears that no notice has been 
taken of the restoration of Poonah, either by 
the Gov'ernor-Generalj or by the Governor- 
General in Council, to the Court of Direc- 
tors or the Secret Committee, from the 31st 
August 1800 until the 24th December 1802, 
when the Governor-General advised the con- 
clusion of the arrangement "with the Peshwa. 

The correspondence with'Colohel C^dse,' 

o 
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pending the ncgociation, was not received 
until the 13th December 1804. 

Under siich circumstances of silence 
with respect to political negoeiations, and 
of withholding from the rccortls all informa- 
tion which otherwise thej might have ad'ord- 
e<l upon points of great political impor- 
tance, the Covermnent at home is not only 
totally precluded froin issuing any orders 
relative thereto, but it is also thereby depri- 
ved of the exercise f)rits authority over the 
government in India, in points so highly es- 
sential to the general inicrc'sts of the Km- 
]>ire, as Peace or AVarwiih the Indian Pow- 
ers. Further, it does not appear (as hias 
beOu already observed) that the corresj)on- 
denee between Mar((uis Wellesley and 
Lord Clive, whieli passed in 1800 and 1801, 
relative to the future succession to the Car- 
natic in the event of the expected death of 
the Nabob Omdut ul Omrah, has yet been 
recorded by the (jovernor-Gcmual on the 
llengal consultations. 

By the orders of the Court of Directors, 
the correspondence with the country pow- 
ers is to be carried on by the Governor- 
(xeneral singly ; but all letters written by 
except in cases of emergency, are 
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first to be approved in Council, and all let- 
ters received by him are to be laid before 
the Council at their next meeting. 

The .iion-obscrvance of this regulation on 
the part of the Ciovei’uor- General will too 
fully appear from the following list of let- 
ters to and from the native Princes of India, 
during the year 1803 , with the dates of the 
trans^uiission and receipt affixed 

Date of Letters written or received. Entered On Consuttatirnis. 

Writ. Sep. 13, 180a, To Dowlut Row Scindia, Feb. 22, 1803. 

Rec. Nov. 29, - - From ditto^ ditto. 

Writ. Sep. 13, - - To Perievant Row Holkar ditto. 

Rcc. Dec. 8, - .r From ditto, ditto. 

- ^ - *13^ • - .Dowlut Row Scindia diilo. 

- - Feb. II, 1803, Persevant Row Holkar, ditto. 

Writ. May 13, - - To Rajah Jaggogee Boonslab, diUQr 
Rcc. • - I - - From ditto, Feb. ^53, ditto. 

-r - Dowlut Row Scindia, July 21, ditto. 

Writ. June 3, - To ditto, ditto. 

» - May 22, -p Rajah Baggagee Boohslah ‘ditto. 

- • — 24, - - Ditto, -r ' - . ^diito. 

- - June 9, - - Peshu.*iha - 7 . ditto. 

Rcc. July 31, - - From Dowlut Raw Scindia; Aug. n,'do, 

- - Ditto, - - Rajah Raggagee Boonslah; ditto« 

- Aug. 23, - ^ Sicundcr Jap - ’ w - Aug, do, 

- . Feb. 6, 1801:, Rajah of Travenedre, t Nov, ?, .do, 

- - May 4, - -r Ditto, . - * : > diuo. 

Writ. - - a 6 y - -p To ditto, ditto* 

Rcc. Feb. 6, - - From the Divan of ditto, , ditto. 

Writ. May 16, x8o 2. To ditto ' ' ditto; 

Rec. Dec. II, - - From dittoy . * . .r ’•. / ditto, . 

. - Jan. It, 1803, Ditto, /t;- ; c6Uo. 

* — * i8oi^ Nizam, April 
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The following further instances of irre- 
gularity appear upon the proceedings ; and 
those instances scryc likc'wiso to shew that 
points in reference from the other Presiden- 
cies, on important subjects, hare been en- 
tirely neglected. 

A letter from the Governors of Ceylon, 
dated the 20th October 1800, submitting a 
proclamation proposed to be issued for tlte- - 
regulation of domestic slavery on that island, 
is not recorded till the 4th May 1803, anti 
then without any remark. 

A letter from the Governor in Council 
of Bombay, dated the 1st August 1800, 
transmitting Mr. Duncan’s report of lu» 
proceedings at Surat, with a copy of the 
treaty concluded with the Nabob of that 
city ; also subinitting .several codes of regu- 
lations for the sanction of the Supreme Go- 
vernment is not recorded till the 31st 
March 1803. 

A letter from the Governor in Council of 
Bomba}", dated the 22d I’cbruary 1800, 
submitting whether, under the circumstan- 
ces therein stated, the pensions enjoyed by 
two Chieftains in the Malabar Province 
should be continued, is not recorded till the 
4th May 1803, and then without any remark. 

A letter from the Governor in Council of 
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Ubinbay, dated the 7th March 18(X5, wliere- 
in <*ertain circumstajices are related iu- 
volving u question of policy in regard to 
the Company’s cngageincnts with the llajah 
of Cochin, was Avithhcld from tlie records 
till the 4th May 1803, when it was entered 
without any repiark. 

A letter from 4he Governor iit Council of 
Bombay, dated the 20th December 1800, 
upon the subjects of some complaints 
against Colonel Lloyd of the King’s ser- 
vice, was not recorded till the 4th of May 
1803, 

Not less than eight letters from Bontbay 
dated in 1801, and four dated in 1802, ap- 
peaivto have l)c<?n withheld from tJie records 
till the 4th Alay 1803. 

A claim of the Rajah of ’ranjore on the 
Danes, for arrears of tribute during the 
period Tr'auquehar w’as in the pos 3 C.ssion of 
the British Government, was referred by the 
Ciovernor in Coumdl of Fort St. George, in 
'March 1803, to the decision of your Govern- 
ment ; and no answer thereto having been 
received in the month of September follow- 
ing, the subject was again submitted, in 
consequence of the Rajah’s importtSnity, for 
a determination thereon ; but neither of the 
letters in question are recorded upon any 
of your proceedings hitherto received. 
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During the administrations of Marquis 
CornmdJis and J.ord 'JVignuiouth, a regu- 
Jar corrcsp()5KU*«t'C, iras fiCj)t up' with the 
Court of Uircctors^ in the political dcpait- 
on suljcets not requiiiug secrecy. 
Since the nc<fxsian of Marquis Wellesley, 
Ins Lordsitip has not only confined his cor- 
rcsjxiiuh'uce on jiolitical sub'p'cts, almost 
exclusively, to the Secv<'t Committee^ but 
lias even corresponded with tlial Commit- 
tee on ilie subji^ct of finance and investment. 

(.)n the .list October last the Secret Com- 
mittee n'ceived 3 'our letter of the Cildot’ 
March 1804, iiudosing a cop^' of atreatj' of 
defensive alliance and subsidy concluded 
w ith Dowlut How Scindia, aud also inclo- 
sing the Calcutta Gazette lixtraord inary of 
the same tlate, ])romulgating the conclu- 
sion and ratification of the tri'aty. 'I’he im- 
propriety of 3 'our communi(aiting to tlie 
iSccri't Committee mtcUigence. which had 
been jneviously published in the Calcutta 
Gazelb;, is too obvious to require aninuid- 
versioM ; and, as the Secret Coiumitti'c had 
previously received dispatches from >'our 
Government, containing communications 
which jcnight to liave been matlc to tlu' 
Court of Directors, either iu the public mi- 
litarji revenues, or Commercial dopai tmcnts. 
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wo (liroct ihwt vour concspoiulouce in fu- 
?itro wi(,|j l.he.Scon'tCc>H)uiita*es be confinofl 
?o subjeets sinetly ofa secret iiatere, such 
«is uet><»/'iatiaitti in « iiJi any of the 

t’onntry |/0M 04's, intelji^oure of import- 
niieeMiiieh may oon-'c to your kiio\rle<lg(! 
respect-jjiir 1 hr jutrigues of Ibrcign nations 
%vith any t>l' thoKC jmxrei^;, and answers to' 
clisputcho'. )=>ev \'i\ed fmm the Secret Com-' 
;nit(ee ; tiy-iiLit'sof agrcieiKents actually’ con- 
< luded with any oi' tlu* ualivc jirinccs as in 

the case of the treatv- with J)<#wlut Row 

•/ 

fSc'iiulia, should bo at oik'c »-omuiuuj.cated 
fo the Court of J )irc<*tof.s from the politicaf 
df'partnw'nt, W^'niust here ivmark, that, du- 
l i ng the uegociution het v. <'cn Col. Co] lins a nd 
Dowlut liow Scmdia aud thc liajah of Be- 
for tliereJuni of those ciiieftaiiis with 
tlieir armies to tludr own doJiiiiiions, very 
little of any (Jdiig appears to havebecji tran- 
sactc'd iu writiiig, agrc'fcably to tiic general 
j)raetieein all diplomatic transactions. We 
■do utA. mean to object to the ^x>nfel•cnc^’» 
which took place betweeYithc Resident and 
those Chic'ftains, as prepamttjry to a formal- 
proposition being made in writing ; but 
Ultimately the proposition should have been 
reduced in specific terms to writing,- afad 
the alnswer tliefcto rctufded in the sadie 
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manner, by wliieli means we sboiild have 
been in romplcte possession of the opinion 
oxtertiiincd by those Chieftains respecting 
tlie treaty of l^assan, and have been cna- 
bh'd more accurately to have formed a 
judgment respecting the justice and policy 
of tiie war. Jn fntiirc ncgoclations of a po- 
litical nature this rule- should be adhered 
to, it being highly improper and even dan- 
genms to rest the evidence of political rre- 
goeiation upon the reports of the Governor* 
Gcncrai’s agents, instead of transacting 
with I'rinees and States, by -written docu* 
incuts, and bringing forward tin; letters 
.and papers of those Princes and States as 
the best evidence of their own sentijneuts 
and arguments. 

Inrrpitsfof Notwithstanding omr frequent iu- 
exiyioc. imictioiuj of economy in the pub- 
lic expenditure, and the revision of esta- 
blishmeuts communicated in the Governor- 
General’s letter to our Chairmatvof the 2d 
April IWl, as well as in the public letter 
from the Governor-General in Council of 
the 5th April 1802, -wc have observed with 
very great concern a growing increase in 
the charges of carrying on your Govern- 
ineijjt. The expcnces of the general branch 
bfoug;lit to account in 1802*8, the last we 



;Yct had an opportunity to examine, far ex- 
ce«ds those of any preceding year. 

Among the various articles which have con- 
tributed to the increase in this branch since 
1 798, we shall notice the alteration made in 
1 iie secretary’s department, creating an in- 
<■ t ease of S* 11**1.50,000, or at 2*. the current 
inipccs ofj^. 17,400 annually; the institution 
*)f the college at Fort William, of Avhich 
wc have already had occasion to ' speak in 
another \ iew, at an annual expence of be- 
tween four and five lacks of Sicca rupees, 
or upwards of ^.50,000 ; and the enor- 
mous excess in the Durbar of twelve lacks 
of Sicca rupees, or 13.9,000, by which 
sum the amount brought to an account m 
1802-3 exceeds that of 1797-8. 

Of the articles last mentioned, the increases 
are in part owing to various new costly, 
and wefear useless, embassies, particularly 
that to Persia ; the amounts charged 
Ibr such embassies in 1802-3 are above 
seven lacks of Sicca rupees or jr.8i,200. 
The expences of the permaneut residencies 
at the courts of the native ^powers have 
been also much increased within the pe- 
riod above mentioned. 

The expences have been, put t9. is. 



50 


building thcncw gnverntucnt house, and fof 
the purchase of furniture, &c. for the same, 
fall completely within the scope of tliese 
observations. 

The Covernor-fjenerai, in his minute of 
the. 1st of j\pril 1801, on the subject of 
this new' crlitice, has referred to tw'o state- 
ments calculated to ^hew' that a consider- 
able saving would ai'crue, frotn the mea- 
sure, proposed by him, of building a new' 
governnK'nt houet' and oiiiees for the pub- 
lic ser\ ic('s. Ihit in order to prove the 
weakness of argunumts founded on such 
hypothesis, it is only necessary to observe 
tliat the not oxpeucc of building the uev/ 
goven 111 lent house and purchasing the old 
house and grounds, is estimated in the se- 
cond of these statements at S* 11* 540,0CO 
or ; whereas it appears, by the 

dead stock aecount.N. thatS* K* 855,000, or 
been arlvanecd for these 
purposes to tlie 3 1st January 1804 : and by 
the first of these statements the expence 
of building the government house, and of 
purchasing houses and grounds for new 
offices, including a calculation of repairs^ is 
given at S‘ R* 774,000, nearly ; 

but Uic actual advances, by tlie dead stock 
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account above-mentioned amount, to up- 
wards of S* R* 3,320,000, or 153,120, 
fxclusive of amj ealcnlation for repairs, 
'I’his exposition will sufficiently shew the 
fallacy of estimates of the nature referred 
to bv the Ciovernor-Oencral on this subject. 

']'he sum chdirged for plate, furniture, &c, 
for the new government house in 1801-2, 
1802-3, exceeds S* R* 100,000, or j|f.l8,o()0-, 

"We observe also that a considerable sum 
has been disbursed for the Governor- 
General's house and park at Barrack- 
pore, and for making a new road thither, 
that we see alrcatl y charged on this account, 
which amount to aboutS* 11^40,000, or 3,S(K)/. 

Among other a nicies of the Durbar ac- 
counts of the year 1802-3, that have epn- 
tributed to the increase of expence, we 
find no less a sum tliau S* U** 281,001), or 
j^.32,6’00, charged for tlu' Governor-(.Jeuc- 
yal’s visit to the I pper Provinces, near 
8“ R.‘ 50,000 or £. oHOO, fi»‘ the Governor- 
General's ganlens at Barrackpore, and S* 
R‘ 28,000, oi\^.3,248, for fire-worksi and illu- 
minations pn account of the peace in Ku- 
rope. 

Of late splendid entertainments given to 

the public by the Governor-Gcneval wb 

u2 
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have yet no other accounts than the de- 
scriptions of tlicm detailed in Calcutta ga- 
zettes, although we understand that the 
whole was at the expcncc of the Com- 
pany. 

has always been our desire that the 
dignity of the oflicc of our Governor- Gene- 
ral should be maintained with becoming 
state, suitable to the genius of the national 
character, and to the peculiar constitution of 
the governing power. But we think it unne- 
cessary and inexpedient that he should in his 
houses, his attendants, his establishments, 
give into the style of Asiatic pomp and dis- 
play ; nothing of this kind is requisite for 
the support of the British authority in the 
Bast, which was acquired and has been pre- 
served by other means ; and wc think the 
indulgence of such a taste woidd have an 
unfavourable influence, upon the British 
character in that quarter. If these obser- 
vations are in a political view just, they 
apply also with particular force in the slate 
in which our finances have been for some 
years past, wherein the necessity has been 
evident of the utmost practicable rctreiicli- 
ment in every article of ordinary and accus- 
tomed q^iargc ; and much more of avoidin-g 
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expenditures new and superfluous either in 
kind or degree, as most of tliosc on which 
Avc are now animadverting must be acknow- 
ledged to be ; and they come upon the Com- 
pany with the greater aggravation, because 
to the extent to wiiicli they were fakly 
avoidable, to that extent they entail on the 
Company a debt, which probably cannot 
be discharged without incurring an accu- 
mulation of interest larger than- the princi- 
pal. And wc feel the more rogt^et at these 
needless expenditures, because thb sums so 
lavished might have been applied towards 
the charges of the war, now carrying on at 
points very remote from the scat of out 
government, which renders every resource 
of a pecuniary nature of extreme import- 
ance. 

It may, xve are au are, be alleged in an- 
swer to these remarks, tiiat the revenues of 
the Company have been augmented since 
1793? notwithstanding tlic excess in some 
articles of expenditure ; but to this we re- 
j)ly, that unless due economy^ be preserved 
in the disbiu'semenls, it avails little that the 
public resources are increased ; and al- 
though, as on a former occ^ion, we admit 
that considerable additions have of late been 
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mSclc to our resources, yet if the au;jmenta- 
tion of cxpenco goes hand in lmnd with these 
additional resources, whhdj appears to us 
to ])o too nmcli the ease' at pnisent, the aci- 
rantages to ll;e. C.yiupauy, so far as finance 
is concerned, are in fact l<;ss than none. 

M e cannot therefore t(X> <xjrncstly, or too 
6ffen, call the attention of our (iovci'nor- 
Gencral and Council to the retrcncluncnt of* 
every unnecessary expenccinall tlio depart- 
ments under them. 

No maxim is more evidently just than the 
necessity of a well-regulated economy in 
such a government as that administered by 
the Company, in which, from the nature of 
things, the income cannot, unless by sIoav de- 
grees and inauspicious times, be too much en- 
larged, whilst there is a continued tendency 
in all departments to the increase of ex- 
penditure; but if this, maxim is generally 
true, it demands peculiar regard at the pre-. 
sent crisis, in wdiicli the Company are loaded 
with a vast debt, aim, with accumulated 
charges for carrying on their affairs occa- 
sioncil by Eurojican war, have to maintain 
a most expensive war in India. 

Strongly impressed by these con.sidcra- 
|,ions, wc shall, besides giving thmn injitnc- 
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t'toas, feci it to be oui* duty to go into a par- 
ticular review of the various branches of the 
Company’s expend iture, and shall hereafter 
have occasion to give you our more parti- 
«*nlar ortlers on this important subject. 

W'o shall now proceed to the consideration 
of sonic subjectfi of great political import- 
ance, connected with the adininislration of 
lUe Afarquis Wellesley. 

'jVfaiy with i** impossible to peruse the 

?hc NaUob papers on the subject of the iiego- 

s iKier ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ? 

■oih ciatiou with the Nabob \ iifier, 
which le^ to the conclusion of the 
treaty' nifh his Iloyal Highness of the 10th 
<»f Nov. IBOl, v>di'T<’!)y a territo-ry is ceded 
to the Comjjauy in per|)etual sovereignty, 
?iie gross revenues of which amount to one 
crore and tJurty-lIve lacks of rupees vvith- 
■<)ut ex[)cricucing a great degree of surprise 
and coiwcrn. Frcviously to our entering 
^ipon this subject, we shall briefly advert to 
the oiigiii and progress of the Company’s 
<’onriexion >vith the State of Oude. 

Tise Com[>any’s political connexion with 
Oude commenced in 176’5 by the treaty of 
Allahabad, whereby a defensive alliance 
was foi'ined between tlie Company, the Na- 

* Or 1^650^000/. ^nd producing now upwards of twoxnillionfl 
aanually. 
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J>obof Jjoni;!il, and tlio Viicier Sujah,ul Dow- 
• lull. By the 2d article of this treaty it w'as 
stipulated that, in the case of the Com- 
pany’s hm'cs being eniploj'cd by tlic Viaicr, 
the c.vtraordinaiy expeuce of such troops 
should be borne by him. 

^Jn 1770 another treat}- ’was concluded 
with Sujali nl Dowlali, whereby the sul>* 
sidy for the service of a brigade was fixed 
at rupees ‘210,000 i)cr mouth. 

Upon the death of Siijah ul Dowlah in 
1773, a new iroaty was made with his son 
and siTcecssor, Aso[)h-rd-Dowlah, by which 
the expcncc of the subsidy for the brigade 
was fixed at ru|X)es 200,000 per month. 

This subsidiary force being found unequal 
to the external defcue<^ of the country, and 
to the maintenance of internal tranquillity, 
other troops were from time to time intro- 
ducotl, uiuler the dejiomiuation of sibben- 
dies, temporary briga<le, &c. &c. so that the- 
expcnco of these troops became an insup- 
portable burthen upon the finances of the 
country. 

It was therefore agreed, in 17B1, to w ith- 
dcaw the temporary brigade, and all other 
ttoops except the subsidiary brigade, and to 
aUsment that brigade with one regiment of 
Sepoys, for which the Nabob was to be 
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charged 25,000 R*. a ^onth, making tlie 
whole subsidy amount to 285,000 rupees 
per month, or thirty-four lacks of rupe<^’^^Br 
annum. Whatever further troops inight'bc 
required, the Nabob was to pay for at a 
rate which was to be agreed. 

In 1787 a new agreement was made '»yith 
the Nabob Vizier by Ld. Cornwallis, whereby 
the subsidy was increased to fifty lacks, of 
rupees, including the cxpences of the bri- 
gade, the residency, and the stipends to the 
Begums. If the Vizier should demand 
more troops, the excess was to be paid for. 
It was also agrc(‘d that a resident should 
continue at the Vizier’s court ; but, at the 
same time, it was declared to be an estab- 
lished system that the Company should not 
in any respect interfere in the details of the 
Vizier’s government. 

In March 1797» it was found necessary 
to augment tlic number of troops in Oude 
with one rdgiment of Kuroj)ean and one of 
Native cavalry, and to increase the subsidy 
to 55i lacks of rupees per annum. 

In February 1798, on the accession of the 
present Nabob to the Musund, a new treaty 
was made, whereby_^»e Nabob agregd to 
increase the subsidy’^ 76 'lack's of rupees. 
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per annvm (including, the stipends to the 
Begums^ &c.) in consequence of the Com- 
pany having been obliged to increase their 
military establishments. The force con- 
tained in Oude for its defence was never to 
consist of less than 10,000 men. If ut any 
time it should be found necessary to aug- 
ment the number beyond 13,000, the Nabob 
was to pay for the difllerence. It Avas also 
agreed t^iat, in case the thists of the subsidy 
should fall in arrear, the Nabob was to give 
such security for the discharge thereof and 
for their future regular payment, as should be 
deemed satisfactory. And it was expressly 
stipulated that the “ Nabob should possess 
full authority over his household affairs, his 
hereditary dominions, his troops, and sub- 
jects." The pn'liminary agreement with his 
Highness contained a condition for an as- 
signment or. mortgag'^ of territory, if not 
more than ten lacks of rupees, as a security 
for any arrears of subsidy that might arise. 
The prelbuinary agreement contained .ati- 
other condition for reducing the Nabobs 
native troops to a definite number. These 
two conditions, however, were not inserted 
in the definitive treaty. U'hc first was re. 
linquishpd, because to. carry it into effect 
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would have required pot only the appoint- 
ment of civil officers, but the employmePt 
of a military force ; besides the unpopularity 
of such an action, and the apprehensiofns 
which the publication of it would have'ex- 
Pited. 'ITie other condition was given up, 
because it would have occasioned a general 
alarm among the Nabob's troops, and pos- 
sibly might have led to tumult and insur- 
rection ; and as the Vizier had, by the article 
substituted for this condition, agreed to con- 
sult with the Company's Government as to 
the reduction it might be necessary to make 
in the superfluous charges of his public 
establishments, servants, &c. it was in fact 
not a renunciation, but a modification of 
the proposed stipulation. 

Altiiough the treaty of 1798 stipulates 
that, if at any time it should be necessary 
to augment the British troops serving in 
Oude beyond the number of 13,0(>0 men, 
the difference was to be paid by the Nabob, 
it is impossible to suppose that if it should 
be thought necessary by the Company's go- 
vernment, for the general defence, to station 
the whole or nearly the whole of the Bengal 
army in the province of Oude, that the Na- 
bob Vmcf, under a fair and liberal construc- 

I 2 
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tion of the treaty, could be coi^idered as lia- 
ble to defray the entire expence. We never- 
theless find him grilling to assent to such an 
augmentation of the Company’s troops as 
should be sufficient for the protection and 
safety of his country, and declaring his readir 
ness to reimburse the expences which were 
fairly and actually incurred fiy the Compa- 
ny at the period of Zemaun Shak's approach, 
but objeqting to any changes or degrading 
conditions, lie appears likewise to .have 
adopted, though reluctantly, every propo- 
sition made to him for the reduction of his 
own troops, and furnished cash for the pay- 
ment of the Cpnipany's additional troops.. 
And al though he is accused of a want of 
regularity in the payment of the subsidy, 
there is but one instance, during the pend-' 
ing negociation, of his withholding a month- 
ly kist ; but this kist he sliortly after dis- 
charged ; and it was only in case of the kists 
fallen into arrear, that he was required by 
tlie treaty to give such security for their dis- 
charge,and for their future regular payment, 
as might be deemed satisfactory. It does 
not appear that the Vizier was ever char- 
ged with any breach of the treaty of 1798. 
AV^icn we consider therefore, that under the 



I7tk article he was to possess “ full autho- 
rity over his household, officers, hereditary 
dominions, his troops and his subjects we 
cannot avoid expressing our extreme sur- 
prise that the resident at his Highnesses 
court should have been instructed to offe^r 
to his adoption the following propositions : 

1st. The complete transfer of the whole 
of his authority, civil and military, to the 
Company. 

2d. Territorial cessions equal to the 
subsidy and the charges of the augmented 
force. 

We observe that at one time the Vizier 
seemed inclined to cede territorial revenue 
to the amount of l2o lacks of R*, on an abate- 
ment being made on account of arrears, and 
to be freed from furtlier demands ; but these 
terms were rejected, and a demand made 
of territory equal at least to 135 lacks with- 
out any abatement of arrears, unless the. 
first proposition should be agreed to ; but 
he was not to be guaranteed from farther 
demands. 

it is painful to pcnise the correspond- 
ence on the subject of the negociation ; ifa 
[)ositive demand, accompanied by tlu'catsof 
u most alarming nature, can be so denomi. 
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nated. The Vizier, we observe, repeatedly 
'and positively re jected the first proposition ; 
and it was not till a declaration was made to 
him in the most explicit terms, tiiat in case 
of his refusal it was the resolution of the 
British Government to assume the mtirt 
civil and military government of the pro- 
vince ofOude, that his assent was obtained. 
Under such a menace, he appeal’s to have 
had no alternative but to affix his signature 
to the treaty which had been proposed, in 
which not the smallest modification in sub- 
stance was to be admitted ; thereby assign- 
ing over to the Company in perpetual so- 
vereignly a teiTitorial revenue of rupees 
13j500,000. Although his Highness appears 
to have contended for tlie sole management 
and controul of the reserved ten itory, yet the 
remaining territories are guaranteed to the 
Vizier and his lieirs, ujider such a system of 
administration as may te recommended by the 
Company’s officers ! We are not surprised 
that during the progiess of this negociation 
the Nabob, as stated in the records, should 
have sometimes seemed to be in a state of 
intoxication ; at others, dejected and in 
tears ; declaring that after the execution of 
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the treaty, he should be ashamed to she>T> 
his face to his people. 

In the Governor-General’s letter to the- 
Vizier, of the I4th August 1801, he declareft, 
that no consideration Avhatevcr can indnte 
him to relinquish the important object of the ' 
pending negociatfon ; but we know not bj; 
what authority he added that the proposed 
arrangement was supported by tiie British . 
Administration in Europe : nor are we able, 
to comprehend what is meant by a passage 
in Mr. Henry Wellesley’s letter to the Vizier, 
notifying his mission ; “ That Lord Welles- 
ley will pursue the same course which has 
already received the approbation of his So- ; 
vereigh, of Parliament, uud of the Compa-- 
ny.” VVe are not surprised however at the 
solicitude expressed by the Nabob for such 
a treaty as no future Governor-General 
might have it in his power to alter, change, 
or infringe. 

We^ observe, that on the Vizier inti- 
mating a design, previously to the introduc- 
tion of the beforc.mentioncd propositions, to 
abdicate the government, and to appoint his 
eldest son as his succt'ssor, the Governor- 
General deemed the proposition of import- 
ance, as leading to the grand object of ac- 
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quiring for the Company the exclusive au- 
thorit}', civil and military, over the domi- 
nions of Oude ; but the Vizier was not to be 
allowed to appoint a successor. 

Upon the whole, the late arrangement 
with the Nabob of Oude, under the spe- 
cious form of a treat}^ can be considered in 
no other light than as a direct infraction 
of the treat}- of 1798, and as wresting from 
him, against his will, a portion of his terri- 
torial dominions, to the amount of 
13,500,000 rupees*, not as the consequence 
of any breach of engagements on his part, 
but in pursuance of views formed by the 
Governor-General, of procuring for the Com- 
pany the dominion of the whole province of 
Oude ; or, failing in that, such a portion of 
territory as -would be fully equal to the for- 
mer subsidy of 76 lacks, and for the pay- 
ment of the additional troops to be stationed 
in those dominions, contrary to the esta- 
blished policy, prohibiting the acquirement 
of any additional territory, and an indirect 
violation of the treaty with the Nabob 
Vizier, of the 21st February 1798. 

’ We shall take into our early considera- 
tion, whether the late treaty with the Nabob 
Vizier^w-ill not admit of such modifications 

. * jC,i, 650,000 sterling. 
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as may ultimately prove more satisfy tqry 
to his Highness, and at the same time be 
productive of reciprocal advantage to both 
parties. 

Equally unjustifiable were the subsequent 
ncgociation and treaty with the Nabob of 
Eurruckabad, for assuming the civil and 
military government of that province, and. 
the province and the collection of the reve- 
nues on the part oFthc Company, making an 
allowance to the Nabob, of rupees 180,000, 
from a revenue of about 10 lacks of lupecspcr 
ann. In the 6th paragraph of the instructions 
for carrying the proposed arrangemen s into 
execution, it is observed that, by an en- 
gagement concluded between the late Vizier 
and the Nabob of Eurruckabad, “ under the 
guarantee of the Company f the late Nabob 
was bound to pay an annual tribute of four 
and a half lacks of rupees to the Vizier ; the 
number of troops to be maintained by the 
Nabob of I\irruckabad Avas limited to the 
extent requisite for the purposes of state,', 
and the \’^izicr Avas charged Avith the protec- 
tion and defence of the province from inter- 
nal and, external enemies. Upon Avhich we 
shall^remark, that had the tribute of Eurruck- 
abad not been transferred to the Company 

K 
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by the late treaty with the Vizier, the Na- 
bob of Furruckabad, under the Conjpany’s 
guarantee, would ha\’C been continued in 
the possession of his country, and piotccted 
Irom any attempt on the part of tlic Vizier 
to disturb him. But no sooner is the 

Furruckabad tribute made over to the Com- 

« 

pany, than his pretensions to the Company’s 
protection are considered as of no validity, 
and he is to be dispossessed of the manage- 
ment of his country, upon an allowance of 
rupees 1-80,000 per annum. ^Ve observe, 
that previously to the conclusion of the 
treaty the Nabob appears extremely an- 
xious to retain his country, at the same time 
declaring his want of power to -make any 
objection to whatever is proposed to him. 
The treaty is accordingly executed, and af- 
terwards ratified by the Govcrnor-Ceneral. 
Tn*t) of When we consider that thiv>uglu)ut 
Ba s-in. the w'hole of the sevcralncgociatious 
■with the Peshwa, for the conclusion of a 
general defensive alliance between his N igh- 
ness and the Company, and for furnishing a 
permanent subsidiary force, to be stationed 
in his territories, he manifested not only, a 
strong disinclination, but even an utter 
aversipn to enter into the engagements 
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which were proposed to him ; and that 
it was not until after the total defeat bj 
Jeswunt Row Hulkar, of the joint forces of 
the Peshwa and Dowlut Scindia, and at 
the moment of the Pesliwa’s flight from 
Poonah, that he tonsented to a general 
defensive alliance being earned into ef- 
fect. Wc are of opinion, that upon princi- 
pies of just policy the negociation at that 
critical period ought to have been suspend- 
ed, rather than that the Company should 
have entered into engagements with a fugi- 
tive Prince, on conditions which he had re- 
peatedly rejected. Besides, the very nature 
of the third condition, especially the prin- 
cipal one, by w hich we were to restore the 
Peshwa to his dominions, had an inevitable 
tendency to involve the Company in imme- 
diate hostilities with the other Mahratta 
Chieftains, two of whom, Dowlut Row Scin- 
dia and the Hajah of Berar, had«lso mani- 
fested an equal repugnance to enter into, sub- 
sidiarydefensi^e alliances with the Con^pany, 
upon the grounds probably of .such engage- 
ments having a natural tendency^ subvert 
the independency of the MahjES^' empire. 

In treaties of mutual defence, guarantee, 
and alliance between independent States, it 



is presupposed that the contrary parties are 
sensible of the reciprocal benefits that each 
my derive therefrotn. In the present case 
the overtures of one party, for the forma- 
tion of such a mutual alliance, are repeatedly 
and positively rejected by the other, and his 
accjuiescence cannot be obtained until he 
is driven from his dominions, and, in that 
perilous situation, embraces the preferred 
alliance as the only chance left him for his 
restoration. Considering also that Dowlut 
Row Scindia, the successor and representa- 
tive ofMadaJee Scindia, was the guarantee 
of the treaty of Salbey, concluded between 
the Company and the Peshwa, the treaty of 
Bassein might be construed into a breach of 
the treaty of Salbey, that guarantee being 
now destroyed by the Company, and the 
Peshwa having entered into engagements 
to guarantee Jthe possessions of each other 
against aijy enemies whatever. Considering 
also that Scindia w'as not only a party to the 
treaty of Salbey, but that he was apparently 
in the interest of the Peshwa, in opposition 
to Jeswunt^feow Holkar, if our interference 
could be justified upon any sound 

principle of policy, that interference ought to 
have been injunction with Scindia : but as 
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tic manifested a disposition advei^e to such 
iaterfcretice, tiie same should have been r&* 
linquislaed. 

The treaty of Bassein is also liable t6 le- 
^al objection. By the 2d article it is stipu* 

luted, “ that. the British Government will 

« 

never permit any power or estate whatever 
to commit with impunity any act of unpro- 
voked hostility or aggression against the 
rights or territory of the Peshwa, but will at 
all times maintain and defend the same in 
the same manner the rights and territory of 
the Comjiany are now maintained.” 'I'he 
Acts of the 24th and 33d of the King forbid 
the government in India, without the express 
consent of the Court of Directors or Se- 
cret Committee, to commence hostilities 
against any Country Prince or State, except 
preparations for hostilities shall be com- 
menced by such Prince or State against the 
Company, &c. They are also forbidden to 
enter into any treaty for guaranteeing the 
possessions of any Country Prince or State, 
but upott such Prince or Stale actually en- 
gaging tq assist the Company against any 
State then actually in hostility against them, 
or pnder prepjtrations of hostility. At the. 
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time of the conclusion of the treaty of Bas- 
sein, the Pesh^ra w'as not at war with any 
power against whom the Company were 
bound to assist him, no such obligation be- 
ing imposed by the treaty of Salbcy, or by 
any other existing treaty wit^i respect to any 
other Prince ’ or Shite whatever. To tjhe 
same objection in point of legality is the 
treaty of 1800 with the Saibahdar of the 
Decan liable. 

In the 4th paragraph of your letter to 
the Secret Committee, of the 12th April 
1804, it is observed, that the conclusion of 
the defensive alliance w’ith the Peshiva was 
connected with the primary causes of the 
war with Dowlut Row Scindia and the 
Rajah of Berar. We had been previously 
called upon, in the 7th paragraph of the 
Governor-General ^ letter of the 21st De- 
cember 1803, to declare our opinion on the 
justice and necessity of the war; but as 
we have reason to believe that the subject 
of the WOT will shortlv come under the con- 
sideration of Parliament, we feel ourselves 
precluded, by our respect to so high an 
authority, from declaring any opinion there- 
on at the present moment. 
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A principal ingredient in de- 
subSidilry feosivc alUanccs between States 
aiitanccs.and wc have already in substance 

commuting ' ' - 

subsidy for observed) is tiie free will and mu- 
territory. the parties, found* 

ed in motives of reciprocal interests. Where 
one party enters into such engagements 
with reluctante or by constraint, the ad- 
vantages to be expected from such an al- 
liance will not be realized, because the re- 
luctant or the constrained party cannot be 
relied upon in the hour of danger. 

The only States which could properly be 
considered as our allies in tlie late war, are 
the Peshwa and the Nizam. But iai what 
manner did they discharge tiie obligations 
of their allumce ? In the 255th paragraph 
of your seenjt dispatch, of the 12th April 
1804, it is stated that, previous to the ac- 
tual commencement of hostilities, every 
clibrt on the part of Major-General Wel- 
lesley to induce the Peshwa to equip his 
contingent force for the purpose of join- 
ing tmr army had failed. ' In tlic 767th 
parugrapli of the same dispatch we are 
further informed that Major-General Wel- 
lesley-^vas obliged to march from Poonah 
unaccompanied with any of the Peshwa's 
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troops, and that, after urgent and r<*- 
peated remonstrances, not more than 3,000 
horse could be obtained. We are like^’isc 
advised, in the 7^8th paragraph, Hiat on 
the commencement of hostilities the Pcshwa 
was again Urged to complete his contingent 
of troops, but without suhcess, owing to 
the mutual distrust*. and apprehensions 
founded on a sense of reciprocal injuries, 
which subsisted between his Highness and 
his chiefs ; and that all the chiefs, except 
two, returned to their jaghires. 

We must here observe that by the Cover- 
nor-Gcnerars letter to Lord Clive, of the 
the 2d February 1803, it appears that the 
co-operation of the majority of the Jyghi- 
dars for the restoration of the Peshwa was 
considered by the Governor-General as 
forming an indispensable part of tlie co- 
arrangement for the accomplisiinicnt of that 
object. We lament that the real disposition 
of these Jaghidars was not ascertained 
previous to the march of the troops since, 
as only two of these chiefs could be found 
to co-operate in the Peshwa's restoratioii. 
Hostilities with the Mahrattas would prch- 
bably have been avoided. 

Having noticed the conduct observed by 



the Peslnv^a, pf’eviou^* to, and during the 
Avar, Ave proceed 'to aaA'^ert to Avhat was the 
conduct of his Highness subsequent there- 
to. ' Although he had not furnished the 
stipulated number of troops from the pro-, 
secution of the Avar, aa'C find, according to 
the intbrinatioii* contained in your secret 
dispatch of the 10th of June 1804, that 
Avhen the treaties of jieace were presented 
to hiin for ratification, he inanilested a 
sjiirit of cavil and, inordinate pretensions 
Avholly unbecoming his relative situation, 
refusing at first to ratify the treaties by his 
seal and signature, and justifying his refusal 
by (dai ms and pretensions of a most extfa- 
Yiigant and unreasonable nature. 

With respect to our other ally the Souba- 
dah of tlie Decan, the conduct of his office 
is rejircscMitecl, in the Tlst paragraph of your 
htdore-inentioned^etter of (he I'itli April 
1804, as coiitiimaeious and disobedient, la 
the. 781st paragra[)li it is said that no exer- 
tions were made by the several KiJleders 
and other ofiiecrs of the Nizam’s Govern- 
ment, either for the defence of his country 
against the predatory incursions of the ene- 
my, or lor the success of the common 
cause ; and that in some instances acts of 



' hostility were committ&d against the Bri» 
tish troops by the Nizam's officers. The 
conduct of the Nizam's officers is ascribed 
by you, in the 737th paragraph, to the 
jealousy, distrust, and aversion with which 
the connexion with the British Govern- 
ment was viewed by almost all descriptions 
of persons in his dominions, and that the 
Nizam himself was not free from the con- 
tagion ; he is said to have charged the 
British Government with an unauthorized 
interference in the internal concerns of his 
administration, and to have derived our right 
to remonstrate against the conduct of his 
Killadars and officers. Such a state 6f cir- 
cumstances might well be deemed by you 
as effecting the fundamental principle of 
the alliance and as requiring a remedy be- 
yond the immediate redress of particular 
causes of complaint. But although in 
consequence of the remonstrance delivered 
to the Nizam by our resident in public 
Durbar, and of his being admonished that 
tlie motives and principles ascribed to him 
would place him in the situation of a pub- 
lic enemy to the B iiish Government, his 
Highness was induced to give the most so- 
lemn and distinct recognition of the prin- 



tiplcs of the alliance, and executed 9id« 
ditional article in the treaty to that pur» 
pose> yet wc fear that the sentiments and 
disposition of the Nizam and his subjects 
adverse to the Company’s alliance, remain- 
ed unaltered. The feelings of the minister 
at liydrabad during the last negociation 
for committing subsidy for territory, must 
have been very acute when he exclaimed'. 

Surely there must be some bounds to de- 
mand and concession, lest the city of Hy- 
dra bad should be claimed of us next.” 

With respect to the various other treaties 
or engagements, whether of subsidy, gua- 
rantee or protection, which have boeSi 
entered into with several Rajahs or chie^ 
t)fthc country, during the late hostilities 
or subsequent thereto, as advised in your 
voluminous dispatch of the 12th of i\pril 
1804, we had not yet ascertained whether 
the advantages to be derived therefrom to 
tlipse several Chiefs or Rajahs, were of so 
apparent a nature, as to have induced 
their voluntary consent to enter into such 
alliances upon the grounds of reciprocity, 
without which no such alliances could be 
considered as desirable or likely to tend to 
tlie penn.aneat interest of either party. 

L 2 
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By the treaty concluded with the Ranah 
of Goliiid, the Kort and Town of CJawlior 
were ceded in perpetuity to the Company, 
w'ho guranteed to the Ranah the indepen- 
dent possession of the countries assigned to 
him, on his agreeing to subsidize a British 
force of three battalions of^ native infantry, 
and to pay a subsidy of nine lacks of ru- 
pees jper avnum. 

Ja the.j629th paragragh of your letter of 
ihe. 13th of April 1804, you have advised us 
of a treaty having been concluded witli Ra- 
jah, Arabajee lugliate, after considerable 
delays and systematic evasions on his 
part, by Avhich all the territory in his pos- 
^ession, situatctl to the northward of Gaw- 
lior, inclusive, of that fort, was <!(‘ded to 
the British Govermnent ; aud th<‘ Bintish 
iGovernment guaranteed to Ambajcc the 
indepcndfMit possession of the territory 
.which -had been under his nuniagcniciit, 
<But it- appears by tl»e o‘l3d paragraph, of 
ithat. letter, that the commandant of the 
.fortress of Gevalior- refused to surrender it 
to •our: troops ; audit was not tmtil after 
batteries had been opened against the 
,fprt, and a practicable breach ctfected, that 
tire place was evacuted. It is further re- 



piesoiitcd,^ :Cxprcssecl nOsiii'- 

prise at tlic iiit^asiiw^s pur-suecl j and sheM'cd 
no dis2>osition tf;>i lJMIwte .his<,ct>Bdu( 5 t, or to 
cstuUnsh the validity jof his enji;H^eracnts ; 
on tiie couli^irv, it is ■stat(.‘d,'tlu}.t there \vas 
rull prool .ot“ tfeacherv p»j;,the part of Am- 
fvjjee. 'I'ins serves |.o shewj that tfither the 
Kanah .of Cioluid,,:ov Ainbojee Jugliali, or 
botli, did not voluntarily enter into an alU-f 
anee with tin; Company.; and the inforjna* 
tion contained in the o 45 th paragraph, thut 
the right acajiiired by the; British (Jovern- 
inent, under the treaties with Aniboj^e.and 
the llanah, had been- aeJcnowl edged and 
eonfii ined by the Pth article of the treaty 
with Seiudia, cannot bo urged as an argii- 
mt'iit ill I'avour of the stability of that alli- 
anc(‘. 

We are decidedly of opinion, that any 
measures ofa tendeney to c'xcite the jealousy 
i)l‘ tlu; native* pow('rs, or to occasion those, 
actino; in confederacy for the inaintonance 
of their independence, which the several 
subsidiaiy engagements proposed to theu» 
evidently appear to liave done, ought to , 
have been most sedulously avoided. Wa^ 
arc further of opinion, that the late ])lanii 
which has 1)0011 adopted of connnuting sub- 



60 


sidy for territorial revfettUc, hits not only beCtt 
deemed highly i-apugnant to thfcir feelings^ 
blit must also be donsidei^O as directly 
contrary to the system of* policy aS by law 
|established« Hie Govetnof-Geneirai ap- 
fpears at one period to have beeh petfectly 
jaware of the line of his duty in this re^ 
[speett In his instructions to the resb 
jdent at Hydrabad, of the 8th July 1798* 
jfor negociating an increase of the subsidiary 
force of that time serving in the dominions 
pf his Highness the ]!4izam4 It is observed 
that the principles of justice, good faults, 
and consideration, enjoined by Parliament 
and by the orders of the Court ofDirectors, 
imust formthe basis of those measures, the 
execution of whiclx is demanded by the pe* 
culiar circumstances of the moment ; pui’su- 
ing no schemes of or extension of 
dominion, and ciitertaindBi^ no prospects of 
aggrandizement eitUei for ourselves or for 
our allies, it is lioth our right and our duty 
to give vigour and cfFeci to, our subsisting 
alliances and treaties, by restoring 'to our al- 
lies^thc powers of fulfilling their defensiveen- 
gagements with us, through themeans of mo^ 
(derate Snd pacifu representation. It must 
ialso be our policy to convince tiic several 
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Upon the death of Sujah-ul-DowIah, in 
a new Treaty was made with his son and succes- 
sor, Asoph-ul-Dowlah, by which the cxpence 
of the subsidy for the brigade was fixed at R. 
2,60>000 per month. 

This subsidiary force being found unequal to 
the external defence of the country, and to the 
maintenance of internal tranquillity, other troops 
were, from time to time, introduced, under the 
denomination of Sibbendies, Temporary Brigade, 
dec. &c, so that the expence of these troops 
became an insupportable burthen upon the finances 
of the country. 

It was therefore agreed, in 17S1, to witluiia.v 
the Tem,-orary Brigade, and all other troop.N, 
except the Subsidiary Brigade, and to augment, 
that brigade with one regiment of Sepoys, for 
which the I'Jabob was to be charged Rs. 
a month, making the whole subsidy amount to 
Rs. 2,85,000 per •mount -h, or thirty-four lacks of 
rupees per annum. V/hatever further troops 
might be required, the Nabob was to pay for at a 
rate which was to be agreed upon. 

In 1787 a new agreement was made with the 
Nabob Vizier, by Lord Cornwallis, by which the 
subsidy was increased to fifty lacks of rupees, in- 
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rhiding the expences of the brigade, the resi- 
denc}’’, and the stipends to the Begoms. If the 
Vizier should demand more troops, the excess 
was to be paid for. It was idfo agreed, that a 
Resident should continue at the Vizier’s court; 
but, at the same time, it was declared, to be an 
established system, that the Company should 
not, in any res{>ect, interfere in the details of the 
Vizier’s Government, 

In March, 1797, it was found necessary to? 
augment the number of troops in Oude with one 
regiment of European and one of Native Cavalry; 
and to increase the subsidy to fifty-live lacks and 
a half of rupees per annum. 

In February, 1798, on the accession of the 
present Nabob tOk the Musnud, a new treaty 
was made, by which cne Nabob agreed to increase 
the subsidy to seventy-six lacks of rupees per 
annum, (including the stipends to the Begums, 
&c.) in consequnce of the Company having 
been obliged to increase their military Establislt- 
menrs. The force contained in Oude, for its 
^defence, was never to consist of less than 10,0|[0 
men: if at any time, it should be found neces- 
sary to augment the numbet beyond 13,000, the 
Nabob was to pay for the dilFcrencc. It was also 
agreed, that in rase the Kists of the subsidy 

B 2 
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should fall in arrear, the Nabob was to give such 
security for the discharge' thereof, and lo.- tlicir 
future regular payment, as should be deemed 
satisfactory ; and ^it was expressly stipulated, 
that the “Nabob* should possess- full authority 
** over his household affairs, his hereditary do- 
** minions, his troops, and subjects *’ The pre- 
liminary agreement with hi.s Hig'imcss contained 
a condition for an assignment or mortgage of 
Territory, of not’ more than ten lacks of rupees, 
as a security for any arrears of suirsidy that might 
arise. The preliminary agreement contained 
another condition, for reducing the Nabob’s 
Native troops to tj definite number. These two 
conditions, however, were not inserted in the 
Definitive Treaty. The first was tclinquislied, 
because, to carry it into cficct, would have re- 
quired not only the appomtment of civil officers, 
but the employment of a military force, besides 
the unpopularity of such an exaction, and the 
apprehensions which the ptibliciition of it would 
have excited. The other condition was given up, 
because it would have occasioned a general cla- 
mour among the Nabob’s troops, and possibly 
m^ht have led to tumult and insurrection. And 
as the Vizier had. by the article substituted for 
this condi|;;ion, agreed to consult with the Com- 
pany's Government, as to the reduction it might 
be necessary to make in the superfluous charge.^ 
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of his pi'.hlic Establishments, servants, &c, it 

IP, in fact, not a renunciation, but a modiftcation 
of the proposed stipulation. 

♦ 

About the middle of the year 1790, commenced 
the negociation between Lord Wellesley and the 
present Nabol^ Vizier, with a recommendation 
from the former of a reform in the military estab- 
lishment of theNabob ; and it ended towards the close 
of the year 1801, with the forced cession of half 
the Nabob’s territories to the English, and the 
securing of a permanent controul by the English 
over the administration of the remainder. The steps 
of this negotiation, must briefly be detailed. 

It is allowed on all hands, that, at the commence- 
ment of this pcAiod, the Nabob continued firm to 
liis engagements with the Company. The treaty 
of Lord Teignmouth had bound him to the regular 
payment of a subsidy, but, without conferring on 
him political independences had left him entirely 
uncontrouJed in the internal management of bis 
dominions. How closely he adhered to the general 
spirit of this treaty, may be judged from the 
testimony of Col. Scott, the Resident at Lucknow, 
and the chieif manager, under Lord Wellesleyi's 
orders, of the greater part of this negotia^O, .in 
a letter, dated Sept. 20, 1799. 
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“ After attentively studying the character of 
** his Excellency, and acquainting myself, as 
“ far as circumstances will allow, with the general 
** tenor of his proceedings, I am led to conclude 
that, whilst he is determined to fulfil, with mi- 
nute accuracy, the peculiar engagements with 
the Company, his viewrs are ^ directed to the 
enjoyment of a full authority over his household 
“ afiairs, hereditary dominions, and fiibjeots, ac- 
*' carding to the most strict interpretation of the 
clause of the 1 7th article of the treaty exeajtcd 
" at Lucknow.”* 

Col. Scott proceeds to remark, that without the 
most distant idea of political independence, the 
Nabob discovered an extreme jealousy of English 
intt-rference, in those concerns which his Excellency 
presumed to be left: by the treaty under his own 
■exclusive management. 

It is further pifoper to remark, tftat full six 
months before the commencement of the period 
in question. Lord Wellesley seems to have con- 
ceived the outlines of that plan of the- redacdoa 
of the Nabob’s military force, and of territorial 
cession,' which has now been accompiished. This 
will appear from his Lordship’s Ictcer uf iDecem- 
ber ‘23, 1798,t to the then -Resident at Luck- 

* Oude- Papers, No. 3, p. 15. + O. P. (nieaniDg the Oiidc 

Papers presented^ the House of Commnns) No, 3, p. 3. 
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no>w i in wliich he distincriy states his dcter- 
niination “ to persuade his Excellency at a proper 

season to disband the nyhoie of his own army,*' 
with a trilling exception; and declares his con-> 
viction, that on the earliest opportunity, tiie 
greatest part of the Dcab (a province of 
** ought” to be fixed in the possession of the 
Company. * 

The reform of the Nabob’s army was the mea- 
sure first proposed. The intended reform was no 
slight one; as it involved notliing less than the 
complete reduction of all his Excellency’s forces, ex- 
cepting a very few /or the purposes of state and for 
the collection of the revenues, and also the substitution 
of a considerable British force, not subject to the 
orders of tlie Nabob,* although receiving his pay. 
But, tliough the British government were prepared 
to insist on their right of introducing this addidonai 
force into Oude, and, though in fact three regi- 
ments had been already raised for this specific 
purpose,t it was thought fit to develope the plan 
gradually, and to try, in the first instance, the 
, effect of persuasion' on the Nabob, J 


* hdMomingtoh’s letter, O.P. No. 3, p. 6> +O.P. No>3,p<6. 
^ Col. Kirlipatrick’s letter, parag. ,8. O.P. No. 
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A part of the plan was accordingly cominuni- 
fated to his Excellency, by the Resident, Col, 
Scott, in August, 1799; how tnucli, or how little 
of it, we are not exactly informed, excepting that 
not a Irint was given of the pioposed augmentation 
of the British troops in Oude. In October, the 
Nabob addressed a letter to the Governor General, f 
in which he expressed the most tomplete acqui- 
escence in the idea of a reform of his army, but 
without the slightest remark on the particular plan 
of reform which had been suggested to him. He 
promised, however, carefully to consider the sub- 
ject, in concert with Col. Scott, and invited ati- 
vice on the subject. 

It should be observed, that tlie chief motives 
employed to stimulate the Nabob to the adoption 
of the proposed plan, were drawn from the hazard 
to which his dominions had been exposed in the 
preceding year, by the march of Zemaun Shah, 
with the professed purpose of invading Hindostan. 

. The temporary retreat of that prince, it was urged, 
afforded a favourable opportunity for the reduction 
of the Nabob’s native forces, which, in the season 
of alarm, had been found not only useless, but ‘ 
even dangeious to their own party. Some other 
instances, also, of their incapacity, and even of their 
treachery, were cited to streng^en this argunient. 

* O. P. No. 3, p. 22. 
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It appearing, however, to the Ben^l Govern- 
nienr, that his Excellency had no intention of 
cordially co-operating in the accomplishment of 
the proposetl jdan, but the reverse, it was thought 
piopcr no longer to delay the adoption of summary 
measures. The Governor General accordingly dis- 
patched a letter to him, insisting on the right of the 
Company to inci^:u<; the force IhuioncJ by them in 
Oude, entirely at their own discretion, and stating, 
that such increase must instantly take place} that 
die Nabob was hound to defray the expenccs of the 
additional troops about to be introduced j and that 
to enable himself to do so, he would act wisely in 
disbanding his own expensive and uselcfs battalions. 

But before this paper could be delivered into 
the Nabob’s ban his Excellency, on the 12th 
November, I7!)i), had communicated to the Re- 
sident a deliberate resolution, on his own part, to 
abdicate the Government of Oude, on condition 
that one of his sons should succeed him. To this 
step, he said, he was led by the disobedience ami 
evil dispositions of his snbjcfts, .and also by cer/ain 
other causes which were not explained. The agitation 
of this question put a temporary stop to the discus- 
sions respecting the projected military reform. 

When this proposition of the Nabob Vizier 
vvvis communicated to the Government of C.d- 
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cutta, it appearctl to them ** pregnant with such 
immense benefit, not only to the Company, but 
to the country and inhabitants of Oude,"* that 
it could not be coo much encouraged, although 
they (ktermined to afiTume ^the language of 
entire indifference, with respect to his Excel- 
tency’s final decision on the subject. — Tfte abdi- 
cation, therefore, proposed by Jhc Nabob, was 
approved, but the condition^ on whUb alone be bad 
frvpcsed Ut was rejected-, and he was told tfiat, 
if he abdicated at all, he could have no successor 
htt the Company. The draft of a treaty}- was in- 
stantly transnvitted to him, by which it was to be 
stipulated, that the Government, civil aiul military, 
of Outle, together with its rtvtnucs, should be 
vested exclusively in the Company that the Nabob 
and ail his family should reside in some one of the 
Company’s provinces, at a place to be named by 
?!te British Govern.nent, and should never change 
their reddence without the consent of that Go- 
vernmeiit ; that the number of their attendants 
ihonid lie limii.'d; that die Nabob should not, 
wi'Iu ut leave, correspond with any foreign power j 
a;id that he should "etain all his treasure and pro-, 
perty, v/liirh were supposed to be considerable. 
The Nabob was desired to reflect, that the arrange- 
nent thus proposed to him would far more effec- 
ts illy conduce both to his private interests, and 

* <\ V. No. 3, p. 31. 1 O. P. No. 3, p. 40. 
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to those of his peojile, than the plan of alaifi- 
cu'lijn formed by himself. 

It is impossible not to observe that, had the 
Nabob, in complice with this suggestion, con- 
sented to facrifice the just rights of his ancient and 
illustrious house^ either to public, or to selfish 
motives, he would have exhibited, in the former 
case, a mistaken spirit of heroic patriodsm aloiosc 
without example ; in the latter, a baseness and 
abjectness of mind below the contempt of a ra- 
tional being. After the receipt of this proposition. 
Colonel Scott informs us, that his Excellency, 
'* could not conceal the perturbation of his mind* 
** which he betrayed by forbidding the customary 
** visits, and by refusing to transact any of the 
“ ordinary business." Four days after, on the 19th 
December, 1799, he delivered his ircply, which 
is thus given by Colonel Scott : 

** His Excellency proceeded, that the proposition 
** offered by your Lordship was so repugnant to his 
“ feelings, departed so widely, in a most essential 
point, from the principle on which he wished to 
** relinquish the government, and would, were he 
** to accept it, bring upon him such indelible 
disgrace and odium, that he could never volun- 
tarily Subscribe to it. The sovereignty of these 
“ dominions, he added, had been in the family 
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near an hundred years, and the transfer of it to 
** tlic Company, under tiie stipulations propas/.d 
*' by your Lordship, would, in fact, be a sale of 
it for money and jewels } that every sentiinetit of 
“ respect for the name of hls^nccstors, and every 
consideration for his posterity, combined to prc- 
** elude I’tim from assenting to so great a sacrifice 
** for the attainment of his pvtsoiiil ease and ad- 
“• vantage i his Excellency concluded, that the 
-* powqr and strength of the Company placed 
“ every thing at your Lordship’s disposal.”* 

• 

The Nabob Vizier, having been thus frustrated 
ill his intention, or (as the Marquis Wellesley ex- 
presses it) having “ suddenly abandoned” it, his 
Lordship conceived that his Excellency’s proposal 
had been from the beginning insincere, and a mere 
trick to defer the military reform. Colonel Scott, 
when questioned on this point by his l.ordship, in 
a long letterf proves the contrary j but still the 
Governor General felt so well assured of his con- 
jeccu thar, in an official letter to die Vizier, he 
thus states it: — " Ev^ry circumstance accom- 
“ panying your Excellency’s conduct, which has 
“ hitlicMio fallen under my observation on ^is 
“ extraordinary occasion, appears to me to indi- 
catc, tliat your Excellency never -serioufly en- 

* 0. W No. 3, p. 62. + O. P. No. 3, p. 68. 
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This suspicion was grounded chiefly on the fol- 
lowing circumstance : As soon as the Nabob de- 
clined abiiicating, t<5 the prejudice of his family. 
Colonel Scott iiigc\l upon him the alternative of 
a military reformf His Excellency’s reply was, 
that a Reform on the principles proposed by the 
“ Biitish Governtnent, would annihilate hisautho- 
“ rity in his own dominions.” This, the Gover- 
nor General declares, was “ the first time” of the 
Vizier’s ohjectiiig to Reform ; adding “ not only 
“ the general principles, but all the material de- 
“ tails of that Reform to, which you now object, 
“ had been repeatedly approved by your Excel- 
lcncy.”f Tlio intended inference was, that his 
Excellency’s approba:i> -.i of this project had been 
merely assumed, while he attempted to embarrass 
the execution of it by the stratagem of a feigne<i 
desire to abdicate his Government; buUlrat, hav- 
ing been driven from this hold, he was now 
reduced to the necessity of discovering his real 
dislike to that mcMSure, whi.fr he had before pre- 
tended to patronise. Bur, in offici.ili}' throwing 
so deep an imputation on a perfonage of such high 
rank, the Governor General appears to have for- 
gotten that, by his own account, the •' material 
* O, P \o. 3, p. ion, + 0. P. >'(). :5. p. loi. 
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** dcculs” of this plan were not even known to his 
Excellencv till the very moment when he, for tlie 
first time” objected to it: he appears to have 
forgotten that, according to his own repeated decla- 
rations, when the Nabob first proposed the project 
of abdication, he had never heard of the medi- 
tated increase of the British force in Oude : he 
appears, in short, to have forgotten the following 
passage in his own dispatch to the Secret Com- 
mittee, dated 28th November, 179'9. * “ Al- 

dioi^h the necessity of a Reform in the Vizier’s 
** military establishment had been for a consider- 
able time under discussion between his Excel - 
** lency and me, and had even been fully admitted 
« by his Exccilenc}% no detailed measures with 
** a view to the execution of such a plan had yet 
been suggested, nor had any intention ofimmedi- 
atciy augmenting our force in Oude becncom- 
“ inur.irated to his Excellency, when he opened 
" his mind to the Resident at Lucknow, &c.” 

, It . as now, howeVer determined to carry into 
elfoct tire propofed refotm without delay. The 
paper, bearing date the 5th of November, whicl^ 
had been drawn up by Lo»d Wellesley on thissub* 
jeet, and addressed to the Nabob, but of which 
the delivery (as has already been related) had been 
deferred on account of his Excellency's proposal to 
P. No, 5. p, 4* 
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abdicate his government, was now conveyed to 
him in form ; and without allowing him time ta 
draw iij) a remonstrance which he declared himscl^ 
to be preparing, tlie additional troops were actually 
ordered into Oude. The ground on which this 
measure was justified was this ; that, as the Com- 
pany were bound by Lord Teignmouth’s treaty to 
tkfend the Nabob's dominions, that treaty muft be 
understood to confer on them, by imijlilation, what 
it was admitted not to give directly,— the pQwer of 
augmenting the Britifh forces stationed in Oude, 
intirelyat their own pleasure, and even in spite of 
the Nabob's will, whenever should think such 
a measure necessary to the discharge of their de- 
fensive engagements with his Excellency. It was 
further contended, that the Nabob was bound to 
maintain an) number of troops, which the Com- 
pany might station in Ins dominions j bccavtse one 
article of the treaty obliges Iiim so to do, whenever 
an augmentation of his British auxiliary force 

should be thought necessary.” 

The Nabob was now, ip some degree, left to 
exercise, ostensibly at least, lus own judgment, with 
regard to the long-agitated reduction of his native 
troops. The Britisli Government, however, felt 
convinced,* that the introduction of their addi-. 
tional forces, by putting bis Excellency to so much 
♦ Vide Colonel Kirkpa(pi,;k’s O. P. No. 3, p. C7. 
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expence, would soon compel him to livi Iiinisclf of 
his own army, while it would al^o faciliute t!>c 
dissolution of that army, by overawing or quelling 
the ill humour of the soldiers disbanded. 

Of all these measures, the Vizier allowed neii'ier 
the justice, nor the necessity.'*' “ Yet dieading 

(as he expresses himseltj i»f a memorial to 

Colonel Scottf) his Lordshp’s displeasure,” he 
consented that the new troops should be introduced, 
as soon as funds could be provided for their main- 
tenance, and not sooner j but whether he was sin- 
cere in this partial compliance, or affected it to 
gain time, he was disappointed. A considerable 
part of the troops actually arrived in Oude, on the 
15th of January, 1800; and, in the beginning of 
February, the Resident, formally and peremptorily, 
demanded of his Excellency the amount of their 
pay during the preceding half month. According 
to Colone l Scott, the Nabob, during this period, 
■strove, by every means in his power, to embarras 
the i.'ifoduction of the troops, particularly by 
straiteninp, them for provisions ; but, of his obsti- 
n.ti'y in this poiiv, he was soon cured. With re- 
spect to the reduction of l.’s native army, he began 
to carry it into effect witfi serious attention, and 
on the 25th of February, 180t), actually issued posi- 
tive orders for disbanding nine battalions. Into 
* Si-e Appcii(U\ (A). + O. P. No. 3, p. 77. 
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Tliis degree pf good behaviour, he is said to have 
t)ecrn al.inred by the severity of a reproof^ which 
i'.e had drawn upon himscif from Marquis Welles ■ 
iey, partly bv having returned an disofficial memo- 
rial, in answer to an official letter of his Lordship’s, 
and partly also by having in this memorial intimated 
his fears diat " the credit of the Company would 
‘‘ suffer,” if tiiey persevered in their preseiit plans, 
V ith respect to Oudc.* 

In a letter from the Nabob Visler to the Cover' 
nor General, written in the early part of February, 

I S0(),t his Excellency states what had originally 
been his own views respecting the reform of hiS 
military establishment. They appear, in the 
main, to have been directed simply and literally 
to a reform-, his tiooos were to be amended 
and rendered fit for service ; not annihilated and 
replaced by an army acting entirely under the orders' 
of another Government. This letter also alludes 
to some other discussions, which took place about 
this period, relating to the stations best fitted to beoc- 

C 

* This Dimorial, wiOi «ioinp nccompuiiyinj: tlocumt^uts 
givrn at large in the appendix, (A) for reasoRt? there 
aisignod. f O, P. jVo. X p. 
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copied by the additional forces,''^ aiid to ai apjd;- 
c uion on the part of tlic Nabob fur some ab^-.'.c- 
iiicnt of an old arrear of debt j but tljcse are nut- 
ters of subordinate irnpoitance. 

The military reform was prosecuted with vip/jiir, 
by Col. Scott, throu}?!) the six months enMiing, — 
On the ipth of April, Col. Scott thus addresses the 
Governor General ; " The Vizier steadily acts up 
“ to his assurance of a ready . acquiescence in all 
“ my propositions with regard to the dismission of 
** his troops j but, either from his usual reserve* 
or from not being yet reconciled to the measure, 
“ can rarely be brought to assist me with his 
** opinion or advice. His Excellency continues 
equally punctual in complying with my applica- 
cions for funds for payment of the additional 
troops.”-]- Honourably as the Nabob discharged 
his engagements with the Company, it would be 
strange to suppose that his submission did not cost 

* T.i. N.!;*"!) is, in the <>iule Papers, not unfreiiuendy 
flia'^cr. with (iMpiicily. Th - .yas/tVc of the rharfre, this is 
li'ii (he plate t', . -'hv.iss, but with what detenaj it could bo 
bro>i(;ht forward b;, hose who preferred il, let the reader 
detrrraliic when he shai. have ivad the letter from the Rcsi- 
denf at LncKnow' to :ho (iovernor General, in No. 3, page 
71. striting the pretext, a false one, on which 

a r-ritith Uctachoient was to be sent into Rohilcund. 


r O. P. No. 3, p. 118. 
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him a struggle*. He was, in fact, harrassed by the 
riKJrmous charges for the support of troops whose 
presence he could not perceive to be necessary, 
iiad sulFcied much distress of mind at the gradual 
oiecline of his consequence. 

'J'he arrival of another regiment of the additional 
troops within the Nabob’s dominions about the 
end of October, 1 800, drew from his Excellency 
that fatal letter, which, for whatever reasons, was 
the immediate occassion of his losing the entire 
possession of half his dominions, and the liberty ot 
governing the remainder. This letter is addressed 
to the Resident, and begins with professing his 
Excellency’s anxiety to act in every respect ** in 
“ conformity to the desire and wish of the most 
noble Marquis Wellesley." The burdens to 
which he was subjected, are next alluded to i the 
following is the passage which sealed his ruin' 
" It is not inore than three days since the ncces- 
** sity occured for requiring payment both of the 
** usual subsidy, and of the charges of the neiv 
troops, and you accordingly applied for the same. 
You have now made a demand of a lack and 
forty thousand rupees, balance of the amount 
allotted for the repairs of the Fort of Allahabad. 
The state of the collections of the country is 
not unknown to you ; you know with what 
C 9 
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** difliculties and exertions ihoy c.v!' ua!:.:td; and 
** hence I frequently feel u great digice f S’ solisude 
“ and apprehension, knowiiig th.-ic oc<. -' ie ns of ix- 
“ igency often suddenly present iheni^lvcs It st 
if I should fill at a season of exigency in midc- 
** ing the necessary p.^o vision, iry rc'ponsibility 
should be impeached. I tl-.cjvfore v.rctc to you, 
** that until I was secure of resources to answer 
** the demands, I could not become resjwMisible ; 
** accordingly Jye Sookh Roy has been directed to 
** prepare a statement of the condition of die coun- 
try with respect to its resources, lie promises 
** to prepare it in fifteen days, and is actually 
** ernployed upon it ; you shall be informed when 
** it is ready, and you can then come and inspect 
“ it, and in concert devi.se resources for the ad- 
" ditional demands according to the actual assets, 
** and I will act accordingly.”* Colonel Scott, in 
reply, accepted the proposal made in the conclud- 
ing sentence. 


I'his letter being transmitted to the Go- 
vernor Gene al, his Lordship’s attention was 
** particulady diiected” to that part of it, whifch 
states tliL Nabob’s apprehensions of being found, 
in some instance, unable to discharge his engage- 
ments with the Company. This Is the more re- 
markable, as his Lordship, at tlie same tinne observed, 
O. r. No. 3, i>. HI. 
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(hif the facts which now excited the Nabob’s ap. 

’.i-iiiiDiis had been f«jr a considerable time per- 
.. ;dy t:-;t;j/ioi.’s. bo completely, however, was the 
ittencioa of the Governor General exhausted upon 
the str.fem. nt u fesred to, that he seems to have had 
11 ) eve? leif for t!ie rair and liberal proposition with 
which the Vi'/ier hail folluv/ed it up, the proposition 
of an irjj pmion, /« cchtcr!, of the state of his finan- 
ce-;, by the Resident and his Excellency himself, 
w id) .1 view of finding assets for the support of his 
Increased expenditure, 

V/'hen the Vizier, mer-tioned his commendable 
anxiety to be found faithful to his cngagenients, 
he was not aware of the proof to which this very 
proper feeling was shortly to be brought. Orders . 
weie disp.i!clied to Colonel Scott, instantly and 
peremptorily to insist on his Excellency’s adopting 
one or otlier of the two following propositions} 
either 1 st. The complete transfer of his whole auiLorityy 
civil and military, to the Company ; or ‘2nd. ierriia- 
rial cessions in perpetual sovereignty, equivalent to 
subsidy and the charges of the auguicited fon c. ’ T he 
necessity of securing the Company against the liazard 
of a failure in the Nabob’s resources, was the 
ground on which this demand was principally rested. 

ca 

*0. P. No. 3,j>. 115—151 
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His Excellency received this unexpected commu- 
nication about the middle of February, 1801, and 
received it in the manner that might have been ex- 
pected, and would have been wished, by every friend 
to his character and fame j he decidedly rejected both 
the Jiroffered propositions. He rejected the first, decla- 
ring that nothing should ever Jnduce him “ with 
** his own hands, to exclude himself from his patri- 
** monial dominions.” He rejected the second* 
because he had paid the subsidy punctually, f* It is 
«* equally (he says in his letter to the Governor 
** General) a subject of astonishment and concern 
to me, that whereas, under the former Govern- 
** ment, the payment of the Kists, though so much 
** smaller in amount dian the present,' was con- 
« stantly kept in arrear during three or four months, 
‘‘ the Jumma of the country was diminishing year- 
« ly, and yet no such propositions were brought 
fo»'ward, they should be agitated under the Go- 
** vernmentdf a friend, who. hopes every thing from 
« your Lordship’s: kindness, who is anxious to 
“ obey you, ahd ■manifest the steadiness of his 
attachment, who punettially pays the full a- 
** mount of the Kists, nothwithstanding their 
** increased amount, and who has conformed to 
** your Lordship.”* \ ; 

But the Nabob was much mistaken in supposing 
* O. l\ No. 3, p. 16f 
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himself at liberty to decline both the propositions, . 
conveyed to him : in the event of his rejecting the. 
first, the Governor General had fully detertnined 
on enforcing the second, without the smallest con> 
dition or limitation. The first, however, woold 
have been clearly preferred by the Bengal Govern- ' 
<nent: partly, as they said, because it would much 
more effectually promote the happiness of all die 
parties .concerned } partly, we , may conjecture, be- 
cause the whole of a province, is a more agreable 
acquisition than the half of it. This proposition 
they therefore pressed upon the Nabob*s ' attention 
with the utmost perseverance and importunityi ■ 
His excellency was -reminded of his former purpose 
of abdicating the Goyemm^l of Oode s was gently, 
reproached for having, on that occasion, so sndtltnif , 
changed his resehtiemi and was , exhorted, „to' 
resume, by another change, the substanee of , k. 
He was ^ured, that the tran^t .of his whdffr 
power to the Company, would not only increase 
the felicity of the people- of Oude, and of the 
Company ; - but that it would be an unspeakable 
source of happiness to himself. To crown all, he 
jwas conjured, by every consideration of regard 
to his illustrious fomily, to consent to this arrange- 
ment, to deliver his posterity from the cares of • 
government, and to cut them off from the succcs-- 
sion forever, 


C,4 
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In fSvour of the tcrritor?al fession, should the 
Vizier reject the first plan, similar reasonings were 
employed. His Excellency had termed such a cession 
a stparatha cf his territory. Would it then (the 
" Governor General asks) be a separation- of your 
** territory to place a portion of your dominions, in 
the bands of thofe with whole interests your own 
■“ are indissolubly united ? whofe justice placed you 
upon the Musnud, and whose power now sup- 
** ports you' in that exalted station ?”• • 

Although these reasonings seem to have been 
infinitely above the comprehension of the Vizier, 
be could not be equaUy callous to another 
sort of argument that was employed in aid of 
them; a stoong hint that he would do well not. 
1. to provoke the British GovcrtmieDt, whole claims 
- upon his gratitude were carefully recounted on the 
'Ki^casion, and a suggestion that his refusal to facri- 
lice a part of . his power would confer on that 
Government, the right of seizing the whole. The 
unfortunate Prince< at length- began to waver. 

At the moment of ptesahg the two proposition^ 

* For this, part of the narrative, see in gtetiral Lord 
WeHcsll«^’s letters to the Vizier, O. P. JfOi S. p. 148^ 
185, the Vizier’s letters, p. 160, 163, tlie BesidanVs me* 
taorial to the Vizier, p. 202, &c. &c. &e. 
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in question upon his Excellency, an old and long 
doi mane demand of arrears* for the paytnent of 
some British tioops that had been raised for the de-t 
fence of Oude, m 1798, was revived, and an im- 
mediate compliance with it required. At the «sine 
time he vias charged with a pait of the expence ipf 
two. successive embassies th.»t had been deputed to 
Persia, for the 'purpose of ascertaining, and^ if 
necessary, counteracting the views of Zemaon Shah 
upon Hindostan.f The Vizier allowed. In giene* 
ral, the justice of the former charge and soon 
liquidated a part of it, but he protested against 
tne latter Why these demands should have been 
so strongly urged at this moment, when tbe'Com* 
pany had a near prospect of a latge accession to their 
finances, it wcie difficult to discover, did not th(t 
following passage furnish us with a clue. ** If cht 
urgency of this just demand should induce the 
Vizier to relax the obstinancy of his objetdoas 
CO a permanent and general anaogement of the 
** affairs of Oude, founded on cither of the pro- 
** positions detailed to you in the Governor Ge- 
** nerai's instructions of the 2 2vl of January 180 1, 

* O. P, No. 3, p. 162. 

O. P, No. 3, 191. The lujustiice of this latter 
chirgc 1 $ very well exposed in the 3tl ariicleof the NabobVl 
pupei o/ p« 227, ind might easily be expatiated upon^ 
were it alloivable to divert the rt xders attention from tha 
mamsetne of oppression to its tpibodis aitd •iceompamments. 
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** his Lordship is satisfied that you will not fail 
** to avail yourfelf of any such favourable turn in 
. ** his Excellency’s mind.” 

•On the 10th of May 1801 , the Nabob first com. 
mcmtcated to Col. Scott his memorable pnper of 
ttquests. This was the paper of which, although 
jhis Excellency earnestly intreated that it might be 
confined to the Resident’s private perusal. Col. 
Scott secretly transmitted a copy to Lord Welles- 
ley. The paper, however, was formally commu- 
Htcated to his Lordship by the Nabob, about the 
end of the same month. 

This instrument contained a conditional assent 
to the proposed cession of territory. One article 
had originally appeared in it, which,' on the strong 
iremonstrance of Col. Scott, was instantly with- 
JJfiiwn. This article proposed a stipulation, that 
the countries to be ceded should be received at an 
ancient valuation, and not according to their pre- 
sent diminished produce; or that the revenues 
should be collected from them by an Aumil nomi- 
nated by the Vizier, but acting under the superin- ^ 
tendance of an officer to be appointed by the Com- 
pany’s Government. The delivery of the paper 

■w 

* Oil this subject, see O. P. No. 3, 207, 215, 218, 
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was also accompanied with a verbal and re$pdEt6tt 
request from his Excellency, that the Company 
would be satisfied with the whole of his possessions 
to the westward of the Ganges, together with jthc 
whole of his jrossessions in Rohilcund i although 
the present produce of them might be somewhat 
below tire deinand. of the British Government. 
The reply was peremptory, that no abatement 
whatever of the demand would be allowed. With 
what propriety or decency these two conditions 
were so positively rejected, may appear in the fbl-' 
lowing pages. 

With respect to the articles that remained, the 
answer of the Governor General was, firstf that 
the territorial cession must be absolute and 
fonditionalt it being the right of the Company to. 
ipsist on it without any terms j secondly, that even ' 
could any bargaining be allowed, the conditions 
proffered by his Excellency were utterly inadmissi- 
ble. The tenor of conditions so rejected may be 
worth corisidering. 

Several of the articles stipulated for the undis- 
ttrbed administration of the Nabob's reserved terri- 
tprics by his Excellency. It was proposed, that his 
subjefts should not in future correspond with the 
British Government, without his knowledge j that 
the respective limits of the ceded and the reserved 



REMARKS ON THE OUDB (^rsSTION. CHAP. f. 

territories should be accurately defined and dcsaibcd 
uehis treaty; that the ordinary stations of the British 
troops should be fixed in the ceded countries ; 
and that his Excellency should be guarranteed agai iist 
all farther claims in future, against all Bnnsh in- 
terference, except by way of advice, in the govein- 
rctent pf his reserved dominions, and against any in- 
fraction of the present treaty by any succeeding Go- 
vernor General. At the crisis which this singular ne- 
gociation had now reached, the last of 1 he proposed 
conditions, at least, might have seemed excuseable j 
but tlie Governor General was pleased, in reply, to 
declare that the articles just specified “ betrayed 
*' /he most mjuHifiable, undignified^ and improvident 
** Jealousy of the Company's authority and power P' 
and the Nabob was again reminded, that he owed 
ihiery thing to the British. 

’ *Tfecre were some other articles; certainly of 4 
more dubious description ; and of these, to silence 
all' suspicions of misrepresentation, the two that 
seem to have been thought the most questionable, 
shall be transcribed : 

** 7th. Should any persori prove disobedient to 
** ihy orders, or should any one disturb die a^rs 
** of Government, on such crimes ^Ihg duly 
** proved, let no one oppose, or impede the pvh 
<* nishment, or banishment of such people.** 
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“ I3th. Some arrangement among the setn^, 

of the Sircar (the Government) tending to ditnuiisit 
“ my expences, will become indispensable} an4 
“ to obviate disturbances, it will beeome neeessarjr 
“ to return such numbers only as can be pai^ 

“ monthly, and regularly ; this arrangement eift 
" only be elfect,ed by dismission, and I desire diat 
** no intercession be made for any person whatever.** 

These articles, in which the Nabob seems to 
claim certain powers ; and powers not very wett ' 
defined, over his household and subjects, Htay 
fairly be called dubious. Whether strongirr terms • 
of reproach should be affixed to them, is teft to the 
private judgment of every man ; the Resident did.. 
not, by any means, spare them j but it was .. 
served for the maniff'sto of the Bengal Government,', 
converting surmife into certainty, to lavish on thjse 
unfortunate articles, and on the framer of tlficin, 
the most blackening, terrible, and slanderous epi- 
thets, that can be furnished by tlie whole vocabu- 
lary of diplomatic abuse. Power, vested in the 
hands of an Asiatic Prince, and especially of a 
Prince exasperated by a suspicion, not to say a 
knowledge of secret correspondences between hk 
subjects and bis professed allies, is, assuredly, not 
very likely to be husbanded. But by whaftrain of 
reasoning the Durbar of Calcutta contrived to in- 
fer from the obnoxious articles, that the Nabob had 
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deliberately determined to effect ** the ruin and 
** misery of a whole people, to involve the whole 
•* nobility and gentry of Oude in vexatious accu- 
•* sations, and extensive proscriptions}” and, 
besides some other particulars almost equally alarm- 
, ing, ** to spread over the whole country a general 
** system of rapacious confiscation, arbitrary im« 
** prisonmcnt, and cruel banishrhcnt,*’ it is not 
easy to conjecture ; unless, indeed, they had their 
reasons for knowing, that uncontrolled authority 
is generally oppressive and insolent ; that the wan- 
tonness of ambition has no mercy, either on private 
men, or on sovereigns; and that the power of 
inflicting “ ruin and misery,” “ vexatious accu- 
sations,” and “ rapacious confiscation,” but too 
often creates the will. 

' The Bengal Government were, however, so 
thoroughly convinced of the justice of their suspi- 
cions, on this matter, that they did not scruple 
** most earnestly” to caution the Vizier, against 
suffei i/‘.g the tenor of the articles in question, to 
** transpire in his Excellency’s Court, or among 
** any description of his Excellency’s subjects.” 

** The publication” of thei.i (they asserted) ** and 
** still more, the attempt to carry them into effect, 

*' would, inevitably, occasion the iA<^ dreadful 
** convulsions in the province of Oudej and would 
for ever alienate, from his Excellency’s person 
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" an.l government, every sentiment of afiecuen^^ 
*' obedience, or respect.” Will it be believed*, 
after this, that they were careful to retain an, 
attested copy of this dangerous paper, widi the 
express purpose, in case they should not gaili. 
tlie Nabob’s consent to a cession of territory,, 
of furnishing ** the principal personages in 
*' Oude with attested copies of such parts of that 
paper, as tended to disclose” the supposed evil 
designs of his Excellency ?• 

The Nabob, when he perceived a territorial 
cession to be inevitable, exerted all his efibrts to 
procure for himself, the real and efficient adnilm* 
stration of that part .of his country which should 
be left in his possession. The Resident was dis* 
posed to concede this point, and actually appears 
to have given something very like a pledge to dhat 
. effect ; though it must be owned, tl»t he did ijot* 
himself consider it in this light : he presented to 
the Nabob the draft of an article, with the avowed 
purpose of inserting it in the treaty, by which his 
Excellency was to be allowed the “ sole and exclu- 
*‘ .sive management” of liis reserved dominions, 
*.* without any interference,” on the part of the 
Company, excepting by advice ; and the Nabob, 
on receiving this article, ** expressed his full ap> 
probation and satisfaction. But the Governo." 

» O. P. No. 3 . p, 213. + O. P. No. 3. p. «16> 2‘iO. 
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General was convinced, that the Vizier’s reserved 
possessions would, if committed to his own un- 
controlled management, fall into such a state of 
confusion> as to endanger the contiguous territory 
yielded to the Company. And, although this 
lai^e. tract of territory could only be yielded on the 
supposition chat the British army stationed in Oude 
was powerful enough to maintain both the external 
and internal security of the whole province, yet to 
fulfil what the Bengal Government had so often 
called an indispensable engagement, they required 
s<Hne further concessions on the part of the Vizier. 
Not only did they insist on the privilege of sta- 
tioning their forces in any pact of Oude, which 
was, perhaps, for them, a tolerably reasonable 
claim ; but aUo oh the extinccion of his Excellency’s 
military power; and on the introduction, into his 
.dominions, of such r^ulationsof police, under the 
imtmtl of the Company's officers^ as the Company 
should think proper.* 'The sequel will shew that 
thsir demands did not stop even here. 

His Excellency at first rejected these terms with 
indignation, declaring that object of them,“ was 
“ open to the comprehension of a child. ”f But the 
British Government, he said, possessed.die jpowef , 
of carrying them into effect; and, if it wcrticd 
goofl to them, might do so without bis cbncurrcncc. 

O P. p. p. 222, 231. t O. P. Na. S, p. 246. 
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I'his language he continued to hold for some 
days. The Resident was then instructed to 
communicate to him the three following points; 
1st. the necessity of his instantly discharging 
t!ie whole of the old balance due from hint 
lo the Company, on account of the augmentation 
of the British armj^ in Oude; in the event of his 
refusal, an equivalent portion of his revenues was 
to be sequestrated. 2dly. The necessity of the 
immediate farther reduction of his army. Sdly, 
The necessity of his instantly negotiating a terri- 
torial cession, and failing that, the determination 
of the Bengal government, to seize, without delay, 
the tract of country destined for such cession. This 
message being delivered to him, on the 23d of June, 
1801,* he replied, with calmness, that if the 
proposed measures were to be adopted without his 
consent, he hoped that his presence would not be 
insisted upon, and that he would be permitted to 
form a pilgrimage to the shrines of some Mahomc- 
dan Saints, leaving one of his sons as his temporary 
deputy. 

, It is proper to observe that this concluding 
•request had been repeatedly, more or less directly, 
preferred by the Nabob i nor is his motive in pre- 
ferring it distinctly known. The Resident su^ested 

D 

* O. P.No. 3. p. -243. 
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at the time, an idea not unsup[X)rted by collateral 
circumstances, that his Excellency might possibly 
be projecting a voyage to England, with a view 
(we may presume) of laying his wrongs at the feet 
of the Britisth Thro !ie and Parliament, But it is 
not, perhaps, necessary to seek for any reasotis 
beyond those which the Nabob himself assigned — 
his own mortified feelings. To witlidraw from 
the scene of his disgrace, and to avoid a personal 
concurrence in his own humiliation (although such 
a conduct Col. Scott is pleased to conlidcr as tlic 
efiect of childisli recentment”*) must have been 
considered as tlie gravest mode which he could 
adopt, of entering and recording on the minds of 
the whole Indian people, a solemn protest against 
the iniquity which was levelling him with the 
ground. In fact, the papers printed by order of 
Parliament, and the well-known dispatch of 
the East-lndia Directors, concur in shewing, 
that his Excellency suffered, during the whole 
of* the singular egotiation here recorded, the 
greatest anguish of mind. Distress drove this 
unhappy prince to seek a temporary refijge in 
pleasure and diversion; but, in his calmer moments 
he discovered the deepoL dejection, lamenting his 
misfortunes, throwing aside his turban, and fre- 
quently shedding tears. 


* O. P. No. 3, p. 245. 
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The Nabob’s application for the liberty of a 
t-'niporary absence tvas rejected ;* and, R few days 
after. Col. Scott proceeded to take measures for 
assuming forcible possession of that territory, 
which his Excellency could not be persuaded td 
yield up in form. Having desired a conference 
with two of the Nabob’s principal Aumils, the 
Resident informed them, that a portion of the 
districts under their respective charges, were to be 
included in the territorial assignment, cautioned 
them against giving his Excellency the usual ad- 
vance for tl^p ensuing year, and received from 
them the strongest professions of obedience to 
his orders, and of submission to the Company; 
The Nabob •w'as so much exasperated at this 
measure, that through the greatest part of the 
month of July, he withheld the Kists due to the 
Company for the prcctviing month, and was with 
difficulty at length prevailed upon to resume hi$ 
customary payments, f 

The meditated seizure of territory was justified 
by the British Government, on the same ground on 
which they had set up their claim for a territorial 
cession. The eleventh article of Lord Teign- 
mouth’s treaty had 'provided that “ whenever 

D 2 

A 0. P. No. 3, p. 245, + O. P, No. S, p. p. 2.18, 254, 
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tjjc payment of the Kists should fall into arrears,” 
the Nabob Vizier should give “ such security to 

the Company, for the discharge of the existing 
« arrears, and the future regular payment of tlie 

Kists, as should be deemed satisfactory.” This 
stipulation, the Marquis Wellesley argued, con- 
ferred on the Company the right of demanding the 
security mentioned in the treaty, even before the 
Kists should have actually fallen into arrear, pro- 
vided that, in the opinion of competent judges, 
they were in danger of so doing from the 
gradual decline of the resources of th^countryj and 
the right of demanding such security involved the 
right of usurping it, whenever a compliance with 
the dcnwnd should be refused. 'l»he punctuality 
of the Nabob’s payments, it should be noticed, 
his Lordship did not dispute. 

The occupation, however, of the districts marked 
out for the territorial security, was deferred for a 
season, by an express order from Calcutta, re- 
ceived by the Resident at Lucknow, on the lOtli 
of July, 1801. The stiokc was suspended, both 
because the season of the year would be unfavour- 
able for military m6' '*nKnts, and because hopes 
were indulged, that the mission of the honourable 
Henry Wellesley to Lucknow might yet prevail on 
his Excellency to yield his assent to one of 



CHAP. I. REMARKS ON THE 6uD£ (^BStI0tt. 37 

the two propositions of the Bntibh Government.* 
Mr. Wellesley arrived at his post in the beginning 
of September, 1801, and opened his negotiation 
«>n the brh day of that month, with a revival of 
that most harrassing proposition which the Vizier 
had so repeatedly and so firmly resisted, — that his 
F.xcellency should resign the entire government, 
civil and military, of Oude, to the Company. 
1'Iie Vizier declared, that a compliance with such 
a proposal would subject him to ** universal re- 
proach and infamy.” “ Admitting (his own words 
are) “ that' such a measure were for my own 
particular benefit, still how can I support the 
** everlasting stigma, of depriving a whole family 
of such a kingdom ? For these reasons I cannot 
** give my consent. ”f 

But before the reply of the Nabob was known 
at Calcutta, the Governor General' had dispatch^ 
to the joint negotiators at Lucknow, a % paper of 
instructions, somewhat diBering in their tenor, 
from those under which Col. Scott seems latterly 
to have acted.§ His Lordship directs these gen- 
tlemen, if the Vizier should have continued to 
reject both the propositions tendered to him from 
the British Government, to proceed to enforce, 

D 3 
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not the second, but the first of those two propo- 
sitions ; not a territorial cession, with which Col. 
Scott appears before to have contented himself* 
but a transfer of the Nabob’s whole power to the 
Company. This paper arrived at its destination 
too late to be acted uponj but it is worthy of 
notice, as developing more fully, and pursuing 
more boldly into their pracrical consequences, 
those doctrines of the virtual right of the British 
Government, to a coercive interference in the affairs of 
Oitde, which had been more or less faintly avowed 
^om the very commencement of die negotiation; 
which, in every paper, had appeared, hovering 
perhaps at a distance, as a reserved guard to the 
arguments actually brought into action. 

Indeed, although this paper did not reach the 
scene of action till after the close of the negotia- 
tion, the spirit of its contents seems to have arrived 
there with Mr. Wellesley. For it was not until 
this gentleman had explicitly signified to the 
Nai‘!.<!>, tiiat his rejection of all territorial surrender 
would occasion him the forfeiture of his whole 
power, that his Excellency, on the 19th of Sep- 
tember, gave a painful a’"ent to the second of the* 
rwo prolfcred ptopositions.f To detail the cir- 
cumstances that immediately led to this event. 


* O. P. No. 3, p, 944. 
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could serve no purpose, since the nature of the 
negotiation must by this time .'leaily betray itself. 
Suffice it to remark, that during this, as during 
all the former steps of the affair, cveiy, “ oblique 
“ invective” against the proceedings of the British 
Government, every slight mark of disrespect that 
might escape his Excellency, towards the repre- 
sentatives of that Government, only made way for 
the obtaining of a large arrear, with interest, of 
concessions, compliments, and homage. 

The treaty of territorial cession was exchanged 
between the Nabob and the two English gentle- 
men, on the 10th of November, 1801, and 
received the ratification of the Governor General 
on the 14th of the same month.* The British 
Government fecured by it not only a large and 
most valuable accession of territory, but also all 
the chief objects for which they had been so’ long 
contending, — the extinction of the Nabob’s military 
power, the liberty of stationing British troops in 
any part of his Excellency’s reserved dominions 
which they might think fit to select, and an effi- 
cient controul over the administration of these 
dominions ^ while, in return they were bound, not 

Pi 

* O. P. No. 4 , p. p. 2.^, 28. .8i c Appendix (B) where 
this Treaty, and that of Lord Ttignmoulli, arc gi\ cu. 
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to the maintenance of any specific number of forces 
in Oude, but only, in general terms, to the defence 
of that province. The Nabob, however, insisted 
so firmiy on the propriety of granting him a tem- 
porary leave of absence as soon as the treaty should 
be concluded, that this point was at lengtli 
conceded to him, and was made, in some sense, 
a condition of his acquiescence jn the treaty itself. 
His motive for this petition he thus assigns: “ Let 
me speedily be permitted to depart on my travels 
and pilgrimages, for I shall consider it a dis- 
grace, and it would be highly unpleasant to me 
to shew my face to the people here.”* 

About the middle of the year 1803, the Marquis 
Wellesley himself arrived at Lucknow. It was the 
object of his Lordship to settle a variety of points, 
arising out of the treaty of the 10th of November, 
X801, which yet remained unadjusted. It is here, 
however, necessary to mention only the final estab- 
lishment of a complete system of Biitish influence 
over the counsels of l.-is the Nabob Vizier’s, in 
the management of his reserved dominions. After 
many struggles to save the wreck of his authority, 
his Excellency was obliged to submit to an arrange* 
ment, b) which it was provided, that “ he would 
” not act in any important matter without the 


* 0. r. No. 4, p, 2J, 
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” previous advice of the Resident! and that in the 
“ e’vent of their differing in opinion, he would abide by 
“ the Resident's advice." — He earnestly wished, in 
some degiee, to limit the unrestrained intercourse 
of his subjects, with the Resident, declaring that, 
unless all such intercourse, without his knowledge 
and intervention, were forbidden, his authority 
and dignity would be utterly despised} but this 
proposition was rejected.* 

And now let the author claim some in- 
dulgcnce, from all the friends of humanity 
and justice, if he here gives way for a mo- 
ment to his stifled feelings. He must then de- 
clare, that the correspondence of the Nabobs 
through tlie whole of the memorable negotiation 
here detailed, but above all towards the close of 
it, conflned, as it nearly is, to simple expressions 
of subniission, and the most humble requests^ is 
calculated to excite the deepest interest and com- 
miseration. The petitions, for such they must be 
denominated, -j- addressed to I.ord Wellesley, aie 
particularly striking. After all that has been said 
of this Prince’s avarice, insincerity, and duplicity, 
after all the reflections that have been thrown on 
his private cliaracter, (anti these are points on 
which the British Government, and their negoti- 
ators, are copious even to utHousness) it is scarcely 
*0. P. No, 4, p. 27. i In O. P. No. 4. 
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poc.sible to inspect, without tears, those nK]inrhol 3 r 
memorials of hnrniliated greatness j or, to avoid 
exclaiming, O insulted names of British Justice, 
Honour, and Generosity ! 

It remains, in the following pages, to consider 
the principal grounds of justification, which have 
been, taken by the British agents in the trans- 
ctions under review : It were, indeed, hypocrisy 
in the author to dissemble his belief, that the osten- 
sible .-easons for their conduct towards the Vizier, 
were no better tiian pretexts, covering a system of 
ambition, spoliation, and injustice ; but it his in- 
tention to canvass these reasons, to the best of his 
ability, fairly ; and to prove their futility, by the 
test of 3 rigorous examination. One thing only 
should be premised : that it will be unnecessary to 
take into the account the private character of the 
Vizier, or the accusations of artfulness and dis- 
simulation, which are so liberally lavished on him 
by the Bengal Governmenr. Were those accusa- 
tions ju.'t (and even the preceding narration inci- 
dentally shews, that some c.f the heaviest of them 
are unfounded,) still, many allowances should be 
made for a person fighting so unequal a battle, 
argving with those who had the power of crushing 
him m a moment, dre.ading (as he himself confesses) 
tlieir dirplcasurc, and fearful of involving himself 
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in ruin, by an unguarded word. A timid witness, 
however honest, may be cross-qiicstioncd into $pme« 
thing that shall appear extremely like prevaricatioiu 
But any further discussion upon this subject would 
be utterly superfluous; for it is the object of this 
publication to prove, that the Bengal Government 
were, in the terms which they offered to the 
Vizier, and the* claims which they set up, the 
aggressors i that they first broke treaties; that 
tlie offence began on their side ; and if these 
things can be proved, they have indubitably forfeited 
all right of grounding their defence on the frau- 
dulent conduct of the other party concerned. 

In vindication of their proceedings, with respect 
to Oudf, the Government of Bengal has asserted, 
that the Company possessed two rights; each 
which shall be shewn to be imaginary : 

First', A right, pretended to be conferred 
on them by l.ord Teignmouth’s treaty, of 
requiring security for the periodical payments, sti- 
pulated on the part of the Nabob Vizier, even be- 
fore these payments should have fallen into arrear, 
provided they were supposed to be in tlangcr of 

so doing. 
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Secondly i A right of coercive interference in the 
internal management of the affairs of Oiidc; 
avowedly contrary to an express stipulation, in 
an article of Lord Teignmouth’s treaty. 


These two claims shall be sifted in their order. 



( ) 


CHAP. ir. 


the treaty of 1798 did not confer on the Company 

s 

the right of requiring security for the periodical 
payments^ stipulated on the part of the Nabob 
yizier, before those payments should fall into arrear. 


T. HE eleventh article of the Treaty of 179S, 
contains the following stipulation: — " If contrary 
to the sincere intentions and exertions of the said 
“ Nabob, the payment of the Kists should fall into 
“ arrears, the said Nabob Saadut Alii Khan en-. 
** gages and promises, that he will then give such' 
security to the Company, for the discharge of 
” the existing arrears, and the future regular pay- 
** ment of the Kists, as shall be deemed satisfactory." 

No other mention of tlic security here provided 
for, is made in the treaty ; and therefore, so far 
as relates to the time when such security should 
become due to the Company, the construction 
of the article must be sought only in itself 
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In construing this article, the Bengal Govern- 
ment, in ISOO, argued, that a crisis might occur, 
and in fact had- occurred, in which the Kists should 
for a time be proceeding in a course of punctua} 
payment, while the revenues of the country were 
progressively declining, and even approaching the 
brink of ruin ; that, under such circumstances, to 
defer the demand for security till the payments should 
actually have fallen into arrear, would be to risk the 
loss of it altogether ; and that, therefore, in such 
case, to demand it instantly, was both the right 
and duty of the Company. '' The intention of the 
** British Government (the Nabob was informed) 
could not have been to confine its claim of secu- 
** rity to a period of time when the resources of 
** the country should become inadequate to the 
payment of the subsidy.” On this ground, the 
securic was actually claimed of the Nabob/ at a 
time when he is allowed to have been paying his 
Kists to a day j and he was compelled to give half 
his dominions, on pain of losing tlie government 
of the whole. 

It is painful to be obliged, at this advanced pe- 
riod, to reiterate truths v.hich must have been 
familiar to the patriarchs ; but can it be seriously 
mainralned, that prevention and remedy are the same 
thing? or that " then,” means “ before then?” 
When a riglit is said to accrue “ in a particular 
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event,” is it not, in the judgment of common sense^ 
implied, that it does not accrue till that event? 
Such questions answer themselves. 

Were it true (and nothing, it will appear in the 
sequel, was ever less so) that, by an exact adhc_ 
rence to the provisions of the treaty, the British 
Government would have been exposed to ultimate 
loss, this would only prove that the treaty was a 
bad oncj but what sort of reason would that be 
for breaking it ? 

But is not, it may be asked, a case conceivable, 
in which such an intention as the Bengal Govern- 
ment ascribes to the framers of the treaty in ques- 
tion, might be consistent with such words as, in 
framing it, they have employed ? If there be such 
a case, there is but one ; and this out of indulgence 
to a desperate cause, shall be here stated. If, at 
the time of framing the treaty, it was distinctly hioxai, 
that it would be always impossible, or nearly impossi- 
ble, to realize the security provided fur, excelUing by 
somewhat anticipating the actual failure of payments, 
then perhaps, but certainly then only we may sup_ 
pose that such anticipation was in the minds of the 
contracting parties. If it was notorious that the 
stipulation could be carrieii into effect only in one 
way, in that way, we may presume, it was intended 
to be carried into effect. Now this statement at 



48 REMARKS ON THE OODE QUESTION. CHAP. It, 


once decides the present question. The impossi- 
bility that has been just mentioned, could never 
have been supposed by the framers of the treaty, 
because, in fact, they must have known that the 
impossibility exactly lay on the other side. For 
surely, imagination itself cannot kign a situation 
of things in which the demand of a security from 
the Nabob, could have proved (as the Bengal Go- 
vernment are pleased to express it) “ altogether 
nugatory.” A few wor.is will make this evident. 

Let us then fancy an extreme case; let us ima- 
gine the literal fulfilment of the expressions used by 
the Bengal Government, when they predict the 
dilapidation of the revenues of Oude, expressions 
strong and bold, almost beyond the licence of the 
East. Let us suppose that the whole province yields 
not a rupee. Yet where there is land to resort to, 
tliere is a capital that must always exist ; and with 
ihe whole of a large territory before them, and 
politically subject to them, it would be ridiculous 
to pretend that the Comp iny’s Government would 
ever feel any lack either of will or of power, to 
make up in quantity wiiat the security might want , 
in present value, and, by the extent of their sei- 
zure, to provide for the future repayment, with 
interest, of any loss incurred at the moment. 

But, in truth, the sup[’Oiition here made, a mo- 
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ment’s reflection will shew to be extravagant. At 
the period in question, the subsidjr, amounting to 
seventy-six lacks of rupees, was in a regular course 
of discharge ; and that this course could stop 
suddenly t that the revenues of the country could be 
exhausted, or even approach that state, before a 
partial arrear should entitle the Company to enter 
on the land, is an idea preposterous in the extreme. 
Such an expectation could only be justified in the 
event, either of a complete political revolution in 
Oude, which under the eyes of a large and (let 
it be remembered) an augmented British army, was 
morally impossible, or of some mighty convulsion 
of nature, that should sweep away the resources, 
the army, and the paymaster together. 

The result is, that die British government never 
could have intended,, by the treaty of 1798, to 
stipulate for any security, before the subsidy 
promised by the Nabob should actually fall into 
arrears unless we believe them to have said one 
thing, and intended another. 'Thatt indeed, would 
have been a plain and intelligent account of the 
matter, however little it might consist with the 
character of the noble personage, by whom the 
treaty was framed, and to the recollection of whose 
distinguished honour, equity, and public virtue, in 

R 
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all his proccecl’ngs with rcspi'ct to Oudc*, tlio 
Nabob must often have recurred wuli a incliii- 
choly satisfaction during the wliole of this extra- 
ordinary negotiation. But to pretend that tiie 
intention thus attempted to be fastened on the tn. aty. 
can be extracted from the treaty itself^ is to intro- 
duce a lax, prevaricating, and arbitrary mode of 
interpretation, which is disapproved by the dictates 
of common sejxse and common feeling, and is 
calculated to subvert the plainest provisions of the 
most sacred compacts. 
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CHAP. III. 

^he British Go-jernment did not posss. s the right 
of djercive interference in the internal management 
of the af'airs uf Oude, at the feriul of the nego- 
ii tun •which ended in the treaty (f Tori tonal 
C'essicn, 

jRy the expreosion, ‘‘ coercive intcTfcrence” in 
the affairs of a country, is here to he understood 
an interference accompanied with threats, and ren- 
deretl effectual by means of intimsdatioti. Between 
such an interference and an interference by way of ad- 
vice, between atiiuoniuons and commands, betv/een 
j>ersiiasion and compulsion, between tlie strongest 
simple remonstrance and the weakest serious menace, 
the distinction is too evident to be ovci looked by 
any but those who have an interest in oec- looL’n;*; 
it, who are not very nice in noticing di .tincrions, 
and whose arguments, like their politics seldctn 
*'movs in strait //wee. 

Lord Tcignmouth’s treaty witli i he Nabob V izier 
was understood to leave the Company a full lij’hi 
cl advising, persuading, and reniotr ruting wlih 
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Jiis Excellenc)', on the subject of tlic internal acl • 
ministration of his country ; hwt. to take from tkei’i 
e«/«v/v all right of threatening, or'^Iering, orf .'fing 
their opinion upon him in that particular. 

The twelfth article of this rreaty provlJes, that 
whereas reductions in the public, estahlishmenrs of 
his Excellency are become necessary, — “ To that 
** end the said Nabob agree.s to co.'i.nlr with the 
“ Company’s Government, aiui, in concert witli 

them, devise the proper objects of such reduc- 
** tions, and the best means of effecting them." 

By the seventeenth article, it is stipulated, “ ihai 
** the said Nabob shall possess full authority over 
** his household affairs, hereditary dominions, hi.- 
“ troops, and his subjects." 

In toking from the Company all right of direct 
interposition in the affairs of Oude, the treaty of 
1798 proceeded exactly on the principles of the 
forme: treaty, of 17S'{ and nothing could be 
easier than to prove, that, in this respect, as in all 
others, the distinguished persons, by whom those' 
treaties were respectively framed, carefully acted 
up to them. 

The public papers of I.ord Cornwallis in the 
year J787i seem repeatedly to lay much stress On 
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the circumstance, that, “ the internal administration 
“ oF the Vizier’s affairs was left to his exclusive 
** management.”* The Directors approved his 
Lordship’s treaty ; and in their political dispatch,-)- 
justly observed, that by its provisions, “ the inter- 
“ iial Government of the country remained with 
the Nabob j” ,, while, at the same time, the Ben- 
gal Government were not “ precluded from mak- 
** ing representations to him on the subject of his 
Administration,” “ or from proposing such 
“ general arrangements” as they might think proper. 

In the year 179% Lord Cornwallis addressed a 
letter to the Nabob Vizier Asoph ul Dowla,:f 
Strongly remonstrating with him on the many abuses 
which prevailed under his system of Government, 
but using at the serne time these explicit words ; 
I have no proposition to suggest to you, varying 
in any respect from the conditions in force bc- 
** tween the Company and you; am I actuated 
" hy ar^ desire to interfere in your internal affairs. ” 

Towards the close of this letter, however, there 
occurs a sentence which requires explanation, 
but which, it may be observed, as to its connexion 
with the subject before us, will be easily explained. 

E 3 

» O. P. No. 6, p. 3, 9, 12. + O. P. No. 6, p. 13. 

t 0. P. No. 2, p. 11. 
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Taken by itself, it might be construed into a iijreaty 
though assuredly a very gentle one, were not such 
a construction prohibited by the general tenor of 
all the public papers, both of Lord Conr.vaiiis, 
and of his friend and succef-ior Loid 'I'eignnioiith ; 
“ I have offered my advice (says his Lordsiiij ) . j 
“ a fiicnd, and fatter myrelf, that you set that 
" value on the Company’s Irientl'diip that will in- 
*' duce you to listen to their counsels in a manner 
that may render unnecesrary any cihcr n!ea„uics 
Oil the part of the Company, for ti.elr own security 
and defe-nce.” buch language as this, liad it 
occurred in a memorial of (he Bengal Govermnent 
in ISOO, might have been justly s,u pccted, as be- 
traying designs of a resort to co,npu!sory measures. 
If LordCornwallis had used it in that view, we could 
only have supposed that, on a single ote-ision, he 
had been hurried into ex;.ircsraons com i. rely incon- 
sistent with the vplrit which ruled his ....ie ' on.iuct. 
But it is noi necessary to make rhi^ suppo-itio;;, or 
to ir.i. gine that, such dt signs < Vv r cnicrea into tl.e 
bre"."’ of 'd. it up.lght " -d illustrious ocatesnian; 
br/h bccai: "■ Lt > ;•]; hands allowed, t!,;u 

the X'i.'.ier j’nh '/ of t:. (a bn i' h of the 


trei'.ry, Jo. m 


• I ■! , ' liic Coiii- 

pany to emp 

loy a- 'ir. hi.. 

.1 r . ' than th<)::c 

of persuasi'; 

Ij .i.icl i/C'Mt-l- 

.( , ill til- vej-y St n:cru<' 

preredir. '; i!i 

,L V. V. ..b 1 

i : r/.i’/tck!, hi-. T /'rd'-iTp 

promises. Or. • 

Z ll.C j Ul'i 

a'ig 'd by iLc Luc Mytlkr 
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Vtcy Kh.in” (that is, the treaty of 1787>) “ and 
“ n’t’/’ -ivi/I ri-'main ia force,” Nov,' it is remark- 
able that, in the bei^inning of this same letter, 
LiOrd Cornwallis details the principal points of this 
“ arrangement,” and among them explicitly and 
fully mentions the non-interference of the British 
Government in the internal administration of Oude. 

If any thing else be required on this head, we 
must Icier to another letter of remonstrance,* ad- 
dressed by Lonl Cornwallis to the Vizier, about 
seven months after the preceding. In this second 
rddresc, he mo<;t distinctly repeats tliat it is not 
Lis xcis^s, yi'r fhnt of the English Government, to 
interC'ie in r!ie internal arrangement of the 
“ Vizier’s aCrur-,.” And though the manifold 
errors o! ciie N.iivi')’'' Administration are here de- 
tailed at great length, and the dreadful evils which 
woukl result from the continuance of the system 
then pursued in Oude, are emphatically pointed out, 
yet no single sentence can be found in tin’s paper, 
which the most hardened perverter could conuruc 
into the language of intimi'larion. 

The conduct of L.ord Teignmoutfi was similar 
to that of his predecessor. In a letter to the Ben- 
gal Councilj-j- dated Lucknow, Vise of March, 

E 4 


•* O. P. No, 2. p. 1 j. 


I O. I*. No. 2, p. 23. 
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1797* his Lordship, then Sir John Shore, thus 
writes: ** Although I have urged advice and remov- 
strance in strong terms (to the Vizier,) I have 
ever avoided the language of intimidation^ 

To those which have been produced, it were 
easy to add other documents ; but the production 
of them is rendered completely unnecessary, by 
‘he opportunity of citing a witness, who on this 
subject is of the first authority. This is Colonel 
Seott, whose name has so often appeared in the 
^tceding pages. The following extracts will suf- 
'ficiemly explain themselves. 

** The exercise of it (the Resident’s interference 
'** in the Qidinary internal transactions of Govern* 
** mentj does not seem to have been intended hy the 
** 'idte ’‘(reatyi and is unequivocahly disavowed by 
** several dectarations to i^»'(the Nabob Vizier’s) 
predecessor.'^* . > 

“ Though I ha4;iifroni /ithe begioniog foreseen 
** the great probability his Excellency’s stipu- 
" lating for terms that shoifld render a Territorial. 
** Cession conclusive against future demands, and 
** that should secure the independent and j^xetusive 
** exercise of his authority, in the rei^tiit^g part 
** of his dominions, yet no argument of ' validity 
** pr utility against a compliance eccubred to mind. 

* 0. P. No. 3, p. 15. 
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“ The last Treaty (1798) conferred, on him tbeS 

/lower i any partial interference can be of little 
“ use j and the security afforded to the Company 
“ for their pecuniary demands^ seemed to remove 
“ the pretence^ as well as necessity ^ for such an 
“ interferenc'/'* 

• 

After reading thus far, we might well wonder 
from what source the Bengal Government in 1799* 
professed to derive the right, which they not only 
actually claimed but also decisively exercised, of a 
coercive inteference in the internal oeconomy of 
Oude, We might wonders but our wontfer 
not perhaps be much diminished by hearing th^ 
reply to the question. The grounds on whichtl^ 
assume this right appear to have been^/wor - f ' 

• ■ ' . X. 

First, the repeated appUeatums of fffe. '^zier 
himself, for their direct interference in the adminis- 
tration of his a^rs} applications, indeed, which 
he afterwards retracted. 

On this ground, the right of direct interference 
is claimed by the Governor General, in a letter to 
the secret Committee,-}- dated the 7 th of Marchj 
1800. After stating his intention to adopt the 
“ most e^ectual measures for the reform of all the 
“ branchesof hisExcellency’s internalGovernrocBt/* 
hb Lordship proceeds: His Excellency’s repeated 
* 0. P. No. 3, p. 209. t O. P, No. 5, p. 6. 
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** earnest applications for my direct interference in 
** the administration of his aflliirs, will abundantly 
justify the most decided interposition of the Bri- 
** tish Government in the management of Oude, 
“ whenever the proper period of exercising our 
** authority shall arrive.” 

« 

-During the negotiation, the Nabob was fre- 
quently* reminded of his former applications for 
the interference of the Bengal Government, it 
being doubtless implied, that he could not object 
• So the exercise of a right, which he himself had 
jConferred. 

, ..Whether any applications by the Nabob, of 
the kind described, could be legally considered 
as barring his right to claim the benefit of- that 
provision^f the treaty of 1798, which bestows on 
him a full authority,” over the internal affairs of 
Oude, let jurists determine. It will, in this place, 
suffice, to state the 'form and scope of the appli- 
cations which he reaHljj^ir-icfe for the interposition 
of bis British allies. They are as follow: 

“ I therefore recommend it to your Lordship, 
“ to instruct Mr. I.umsden (Resident) dfibrd 
** me his effectual aid in establishing niy s^hority 
** on a new basis, so that with his knowledge and 
* 0. r. No. 3, p, 211, 1S7, &f. No 4, 'p. 9, 
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;>>ivico, (lie retrenchments which I have in view 
“ ni.vy I'l' tfT.xuii.’ * 

I no\» hope from your Lordship’s kindnei$ 
“ thar you will repeat your orders to the Resident 
to be aiding and assisting to me in all matters, and 
“ that you will be pleased to favour me with an 
answer to this ietcer explicitly in those term^ 
so that I may concert with the Resident the 
“ means of removing these embarassments, apd 
" with his assistance carry on the affairs of this 
“ place in a manner to produce ease and satisfatfion 
“ to my mind.”f 

Thus it appears, that solicitations on the- 
of the Vizier, for the assistance of the 
Governnrent, were construed into solicitatioi1i$"^'fi>r ’ 
their controul ; that a vish to hear their advice, lyas 
understood as a promise to follota it ; attd a. 
friendly invitation to them to take certain measures 
in concert with him, ' was interpreted as licensing 
them to take certain other nheasures, zvithout bis 
coucurrencet and even Ugahist his zviil ! 

To expend even ridicule on such re.aronings would 
be a wretched waste of time and labour. 

But the former applications* of the Nabob did! 
not, it must be confessed, constitute the principal 
* O. P. No. 3 , p. 2. + O.P. No. 3 , p. 9. ' 
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ground on which the Bengal Government vindi- 
cated their assumpuon of authority over the do> 
mestic policy of Oude. The principal wciglit of 
the defence was thrown into another quattcr: For> 

SfcottJfy i they claimed a virtual right o£ interference 
in the internal administration of the Vizier's country, 
founded on the nature of the connection between 
that country and the dominions of the Company. 
Tliey talked of the British Government being 
virtually pledged to the Vizier’s subjects, and, as it 
should, appear to various others of the human race j 
of virtual engagements between themselves and his 
i^xceyency i and finally, of a virtual dissolution of 
1^1^ virtual engagements on the part of his Ex- 
cellency, which, it is observable, very soon led to 
Vt actual dissolution of that actual engagetnent» THE 
fREATTt oh their own. 

Such expressions, in the mouths of those who 
have an interest in employit^ them, ate, to speak very 
ftvou -ably of them, .extremely suspicious. Never, 
in a single instance, ' the foundation of the 
world, have the actual l^hts of manldnd been ' 
trampled upon, but this rant of virtual rights has 
been set op on the other side. Never .tela the 
jobber or the oppressor existed, who te^l the 
.gift of this language. And when we see ^mcn thus 
acting while they are thus professing, breaking 
unprofitable treaties from principle, driven by a 
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sense ofiwirtual duty to the most lucrative services,- 
and laboriously discharging their virtual eiigagtm«nls 
very much to their own practical beneBt ; let us 
be allowed to wonder at so surprising a coincidence 
of duty and pleasure. Let us be indulged in look- 
ing with jealousy on these extraordinary exertions of 
a virtue, which is, not its own revL'ard, but its own 
rewardtr. 

A familiar illustration will set this matter in a 
clear point of view. A. harmless passenger along 
a thinly -frequented street, is suddenly seized and 
dragged to a place of conBnemenc. The agefot itk- 
this deed, being observed, and questioned respetJd^. 
the matter, declares himself to hiave been cpnVifi(p||j^ 
from certain indubitable symptoms, that 
Ibrtunare man was insane, and ple^ a victual 

right” to disqualify insane persons 'fr.^ }h|^ing 
the community at large. Perhaps, both . the fact 
and the law of the ta^j yrould be variously com- 
mented on bf the spectators, But if the y>urse of 
the supposed madman was afterwards traced to 
the pocket of this benefactor of society, and if it 
was discovered that it hat) secretly found its way 
to tl^ 'retreat, about the same time that its owner 
c^fi^ feund his way to Bedlam, tAen, however 
ably the mad-doctor might declaim about virtual 
rights and Virtual duties, who that did not deserve 
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to be placed under his hands, would believe a 
ayllable of his tale ? 

Such incidents do not occur in England } but 
in all material particulars, this is exactly the case 
of the Bengal Government in the dismemberment 
of Oude. They declaim very ably} but (be purse 
has been fiund upon them ! “ The political advan- 
** tages to be derived to the Company from the 
** possession of t!ie Doab,” — “ the rendering of 

the Company’s territories to the Northward, more 
•* compact,” by the possession of Azimghur, — 
** the securing a profit to tlie Company,” by 
roceiving the ceded territories at their present low 
^dll^tion, — the “ exonerating the British Govern- 

ment from the obligation pf maintaining any. 
** definite number of troops in Oude,”-— all this is 
the parse, and these are its contents. Whatever 
duty was discharged in this arrangement, that of 
self-preservation has certainljt not been neglected. 

But sickening as li^is, t® hear such defences set 
up for a deed, of whicli th^bjcct must be ** open 
•* (as the Vizier expresUd'it) to the comprehen. 
** sion of a child }” let them be treated witha disdne- 
don infinitely beyond their deserts; let be 
strictly and formally examined at the bar hf reason 
and justice. 
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The question, tiien, is not, whether our con- 
quest of Oude, or our connection with that pro- 
vince, did not originally confer upon us a right of 
inspection over the interior ceconomy of the Vizier's 
government; but whether that right, whatever it 
was, still belonged to us, at the period in which the 
territorial cession was negotiated. This question, it 
will surely be time* enough to answer, as soon as those 
gentlemen who maintain the afBrmaiive side of it, 
shall be pleased to resolve another enquiry,of the last 
moment in this matter, but which does not appear 
to .have assumed, in their eyes, its legitimate im-* 
portance. It is as follows: "Does a solmti, 
treaty, or does it rtbt, impose a perfect 
TioN on each of the contracting parties P 
we had parted with the right in question 
treaty of 1 7 98. That right, while it wa^ was 

ours either to renounce or to retain.} bviC'iR^a$sq|i^d' 
ly could not do both j and by th^ most solemn and 
formal mode ofconyeyance whi^ a'nation can adopt, 
we had alienated it from ourselves, and conferred it 
upon another. With Our eyes open to our connec- 
tion with the province of Oude, and to all the 
reciprocal rights flowing from such a relation, we 
exeCu^ that treaty. It was the very object of 
to ascertain, or to fix, the terms of our' 
connecdoh with that province. Unless therefore, 
in proposing and signing it, we were acting a poli- 
tical farce as wicked as it was dull and useless. 
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we did NOT in 1800, retain the privilege of exercis- 
ing authority over the civil administration of the 
Nabob Vizier, although the power of exercising 
it, we both retained and found it convenient to 
exert. ' 

In fact, if virtual engagements had been able to 
accomplish the business of the wofld, treaties would 
never have been invented. But mankind have 
found the necessity of reducing to a determinate 
form the conditions on which nations associate to- 
gether i, of erecting, in all cases, a common stand- 
Rld,-of appeal; and of banishing into the haunts 
of savt^cs alike destitute of the implements of wri- 
of^the principles of law, those unspecified 
^d^^&insible rights and claims, which are invari- 
ably found to be ptt the side of the strongest. 

It seems, however, somenmes to be said by the 
Bengal Government, that the^rejxty of 1798, was 
understood to be quaj^fied bjf an Implied stipuladon, .. 
guaranteeing its bent^ts tonhe Via^r,,. 

Ais good behaviour, .He w^CRpec^ it .appears,, 
not only to conform to his er^ress engagemcota, but. 
also to apply himself with assiduity to the augmen- 
tation of his revenues, and, as a preliminary 
to the improvement of the state of his r 

This argument is repeatedly insinuated in^a^te- 
papers of the Bengal Government, relating to 
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Dude j although in the vague* and itadt&iite imtM 
ler usual in chose papers, which> widi all cbc» 

:ericy, uniformly exhibit the art rather of o 4o- 
:laimer, than of a sophist, and are better calculated 
to cmifomd than to misUed, 



The framera of the treaty 1798 certainly 
hoped, and perhaps expected, that the present Vn 
zier would effect very considerable reforms ia tho 
civil condition of Oude. By diis expectackw, it 
is possible that they were encouraged ta leave him 
the ** fjuU authority over his household affitas» In^ 

** reditary dominions, troops, and suli^ts.'' ' 

donation however was /«//, and thecefoim 
ther donations, far better ^ for vmui 
donations, it included the risk of abuses aitdl 
now found, that the framersr of the-tmaigtl , 
this risk, still by what rtde of logjk 
it fellow that our fern g^sboutd 
of power? We havchOMl- 1^ Other contractoiis 
upoa haaamk^ eciad: m m wt aa tad ilft prabxl^iq^ 
and ^ othen, most bcK concent to submit 18 we 
have mbocdcuhowd die ehanoes iu our own fevout. 
Eveik bed the treaty btnii granted, to the Viaier, 
on luyedial {Momise from his ExceUcflcy off^rwfet*- ' 
nungdiNtW’tefn of adminstration enaii^shed in 
(fondaMHS'adll, the pronuse not being reosaded 
as ak mtSdr Of the comracc, the. perfennatioe ol^lt jk' 

V 
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must' have been left to his own honour and con* 
adeticC) and if negated, could hardly have been 
enforced by coercion. 

By the twelfth article of L ord Teignmouth*s 
treaty* ** the Nabob agrees to consult with the 
** Company’s Government* and m concert with 
** them devise” some reduction Of his stated expen- 
diture. It is astonishing that the Company’s Go- 
venunent should have made no attempt to extund 
from this aidcle, an argument in favour of their 
of coercive interference in the Nabob’s Go- 
^fcintixWptj considering that such an argument would 
!|im’.l)«en quite as had as those which they have 
the pains of employing on that service. 

• ‘ Ooo ^msideration should be here added* which 

we are to look for this 
sdpulidilo. by- which die Nabob* on pain 
treatedjXa A%ei)^Br|!f* w^ to improve the 

dlutkesthe treaty certaini^cotlgdos* w^h.recpgnises 
< 'thopiCHubility of .,a adli- ^td^ide(d(ffa^ g(-. ^ose 
without {Rovtiiog in dot eveotwiyasuch^ 
‘.•mlettc 'ieaiedy. TOs is in the elevendsi^writielei 
^Mldeh alserves to the Company a ri^^of&sde- 
‘ idij^ fnr dicir claims .oa|^i&}{idM>b* 

4:^tdb||icver the.Kists should tbrougM^ic^ty fill 
. into arrear* but does not hint tha^ In such a case* 
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the whole covenant was to be dnsolved, ^ 
civil authority of the Nabob, to be cransfomd into 
the Company’s hands. 




This question, therefore, must be considered as. 
decided; but there is yet another, which grows 
out of our subject, and which may be thought, per> 
haps, materially t6 affect it : Do not fictreme easis 
sometimes occur, which seem to justify a mmnent* 
ary deviation from the ordinary maxims of 
thn and right t and to force themselves, by their .v 
singularity, out of the pale of general - rules ? 
such cases, when the lives or the h 
millions are in danger, may nQ| power be^lf 
fully employed to struggle against powerl^ 
and equity be for a moment left ootjef c 

It is infinitely easier- fx> aiwwef 
its ai^lication to the subject 
it as a general probI|ti^^;- lln^l^bly, a sk^sttion; 
of diings may be - widcih shall seaggi^^lhR . 

nicett casUisf t and insltoces. may be quoted of a 
happir dqf>aititre:frcun common rules,, ^bich 0ad 
th^ warrant ift' the flings, rathdr tbaa .m .fbe.< 
jjadgmcut of mankind, and leave usin doubts* 
^tfk^io^ltpplaud or to forgive. That the ritUim9% 
was not of the 

here suppose, it can scarcely reqtUK grave 

F2 
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sonmg to establish ; yet, as it is never unseasonable 
td enforce important truths, and as a tendency to 
resolve ordinary occasions into extraordinary emer- 
gencies cannot be too strongly discountenanced, a 
very few words may be permitted on this topic. 

Those who attribute to necessity a power of re- 
jaxing the controul of general rules, sliould recollect 
that this, like many other powers, derives its effi- 
cacy, if it has any, from being but sparingly ex- 
ercised i for if it be true that a crisis of nature 
detnands and justifies a desperate remedy, yet it is 
iJbt to be endured that desperate remedies should 
be ap|ilied in any case, short of an exigency that 
tffenatts- the iilstant and utter dissolution of society. 
The liws of teligion and morality, the dictates of 
good faith and justice, are, it should be remem- 
bered,’ ' universal and immortal j and, although 
the application of them to the intricate and com- 
plicated concerns df pofitics is sometimes difficult, 
it is seldom indeed, if ever, that an instance occurs, 
in which any man, who 'attcifipts to apply them 
fairly, will be completely perplexed. After all, 
new cases are extremely rare in the worldt. It is 
true that, as tlie rules in question are in' theni- 
sdtves simple*, the scatesmap will find that, however 
easy it may be to use them In common life, he 
cannot avail himself of them with the same facility 
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in the more arduous n.'ivigation of public affairs } 
Jic has to allow for some variaiim (if the expression 
may be permitted) in making use of them ; but 
when does he wander into these distant latitudes, 
wliere they are said entirely to lose their pUHty f 
It may be added that, in a view of utility alone, 
the certainty of general rules is of far more 
consequence to the world, than any advantages 
which can be derived from an occasional disparage^ 
nient of their autliority. 

But it must also be considered, that although 
necessity resulting from the extreme cases spdlim ' 
of, occurs but seldom, yet it is very 
and very easily, made “ the tyrant’s plea” 
enormity. Who can be ignorant thdt ' 

have ever formed the favourite chapter, off, rights' 
with the perpetrators of the most iri'oei^s ivi^gS'; 
and that^ like the demons and &iries of draihan^^ 
they have been introdu^d to help out every deep 
and dreadful plot, which wa^ found to baffle the 
strength of material agents ? 

Nothing, therefore, short of the very last 
. tremity, will, even on the loosest system of pp]&- 
tical justice, sanction usurpation. A violent int^- 
posiuon in the concerns of an independent hadoh, 
especially on the prt of those who have , guar- 

F3 
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ranteed its independence, is justiBed, not by the 
jprospect, however threatening, of its contingent, 
but only by the certainty of its immediate destruc- 
tion. In this case alone, if even in this case, does 
any foreign power acquire the ri^ht of coercive inter- 
ference in its affairs. 

It will surely not be pretended that this was the 
case of Oude during the transactions which it is 
the object of these pages to review. Many and 
great abuses prevailed in the system of the Na^ 
.*?Rb*s Government j but still it was a system, 
,The revenues were realized with difficulty i but 
yat they must have Iseen considerable, when the 
.j^ormous amount of the subsidy did not occasion 
any failure in the stated payments. The Nabob 
. (the ^el^l Government are pleased to inform us) 
was .^eliy and tyrannically disposed; but the 
chief evidence upon which they have thus stooped 
to. blacken this prince’s character, consists, not of 
factSi but of intentionff presumed and surmised 
from the noted jiaper of requests ;• and farther, this 
paper, if it be allowed to prove chat his Excellency’s 
intentions were tyrannical, proves also that he did 
not presume to accompl.>h those tyrannical inten. 
{ions, without the license of the British Govern- 
ment. The pretence of a right to interpose by 
violence under such circumstances, is not to be 

Vide Supr. p. 26 . 



CHAP. in. REMARKS ON THE OVDE QVEStlOH. 7l 

borne. If the prevalence of abuses in a Govern, 
ment must expose it to the interference of every 
state which happens to be better governed^ the 
independence of nations and the tranquillity of the 
world are at an end. England might then assume 
the right, which France has assumed (and assumed, 
let it be observed, on the very same plea,) that 
of reforming every state by force, which could 
not by force defend its liberties and its abuses. 

This argument, however, in favour of the right tf 
coercive interference assumes a shape somewhat moK:... 
plausible, when it is made to include the consid^^ 
ration of the entire dependence of the Nabob,' ; 
Vizier upon the support of the British* If 
uphold his authority, it is contended, we ino re* 
sponsible for his abuse of it. " The eudUbrity 
** of the Nabob of Oude was sustained extlitively 
by his connection with the Cotiipany’s Govefh* 
ment, and the repubttion and honour of the 
British Nation in India were deeply involved in ■ 
the operation of that authority on the welfiire 
and happiness of those countries over which it 
« was upholden by the terror of our name, or ' 
exercised by the immediate force of our arjns.^ 

' ’ «■ 

■ F4 

* The Goremor General’s dispatch to the secret Committee. 

O. P. No. S, p. IS. 
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TJic most curious feature of this regard for “ the 
‘‘ reputation and honour of the Pritish Nation,” 
is, that it opens a most convenient road to the ex- 
tension of the British empire. We have only to 
volunteer our military aid in firmly establishing the 
authority of a foriegn Government, and then, when 
the authority thus established, is oppressively exer- 
cised, not to abandon it to itself but to make it 
our own. We tempt a prince to abuse his power, 
and when he actually abuses it, take from him, not 
the temptation, but the /tower itself, ^hree Princes, at 
least* (falsely called “ independent,”) of Hindos- 
‘ tan, have, within these few years, been sacrificed 
to this device of making our armies purvey to our 
cisrB authority, this ingenious mode of political 
conveyance, vdiich resembles a legal lease and re- 
Jease in cycry thing but its legality. T hey accepted 
our support, but they were little able to estimate 
the tenderness of a British conscience, which having 
exposed the subjects to oppresaon out of pity to the 
sovereign, would soon oppr«» the sovereign out of 
pity to the subjects. And if this system should 
continue, it may fairly be prophesied that, the 
Pcishwa, who is now in the happy middle state ,</ 
military protection (somewhat like the luxurious 
confinement of animals while they are fattening) 
will become the next victim to our virtue and hi® 
own folly. 
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To shake this mock-humanity into dust, 8n4 
scatter it to all the winds of heaven, it will be rC' 
quisite to state only three or four considerations) 
which, without any labour of researcli, must m> 
stantly occur to every honest and reflecting mind. 

1. A simple political connection, formed for 
innocent purposes, and not leading to crimes, does 
not render the contracting parties mutually respoti-^ 
sible fur any criminal acts, which separately and 
on occasions not connected with the objects of ihe 
contract, either of them may commit. . 

Our connection with Oude was simpfy pdidadf 
nor will it be denied to have been formed for inndcede 
purposes, and to have been consistent with the wel> 
fare of that province. It did not lead us^ to the 
commission of any criminal or tyrannical act j for, 
as Colonel Scott himself inforihs* us, both the in- 
terference of the Rf^dent, and that of the British 
military, in aid of the’Vizier’s measures, were always 
confined to such objects and such modes as, in the 
Resident's opinion, seemed just and proper. 11^ how- 
ever, an authority in itself legitimate, and thus 
legitimately supported, was misemployed by the 
VizieV) if his system of administration was bad, and 
even Of^retsive, does it follow that our compacts 
with him were void ? Let the consequences, o^the 
♦ 0. P. No. 3, p. 21. 38, &c. 
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principle from which such an opinion proceeds, 
be considered. The world is so constituted, that 
Che good and the bad must often associate together 
for the furtherance of common objects; but be" 
cause the bad are thus, in a measure, supported^ 
because their power of doing mischief is, with them" 
selves, continued, is no faith to be kept with them? 
Because heresy is an evil, is there to be no faith 
with hereticks ? Because England has, more than 
once, preserved the Port from the swalloiv of i ., . .e 
continental power, is England chargeable with all 
die defects of the Turkish Government, confessedly 
one of the most vicious in the world ? Because 
Kussia supports the English cause in Europe, does 
the Russian Government share with us the guilt of 
infringing treaties and revolutionising states in the 
East? 

But some limits, it may be suggested, are also 
to be placed on the other sidle. For may not a 
government be conceived, w flagitious and repro- 
bate, so cruel and grinding to the subject, that anX 
supj.ort of it, however indirect, for any purpose 
however laudable, and under the obligation of any 
promise, however solemn, would be highly crimi- 
nal? This brings us back to the doctrine of extreme 
eases-, and to apply that doctrine in the present 
instanqs we may observe. 
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ydly. That a covenanted connection with the 
sovereign of a country, if it be in itself innocent, 
ought not to be abandoned, where it is not evident* 
that, in consequence of such connection, the con- 
dition of the inhabitants of that country is con- 
siderably worse than it would have been, if the 
connection had never been fornned. 

• 

This is manifestly the true point of comparison. 
Our virtual engagements with the inhabitants of 
Oude could, at the most, extend no farther chan 
this, that they should not be clear sulfcrers by our 
connection with the Vizier } and if, in any. case* 
this virtual engagement with the people, cquld d^^*- 
stroy our literal engagements with their milicer, {it . 
point on which nothing is here either alarmed or 
denied,) nothing short of an /x/reme iajft could 
produce such an eifect. The misery resulting to 
the people, from our ^liance, . must be palpable 
and very considerable, before an alliance solemnly 
stipulated, . is to be dissolved. This proposition 
wi}l at once carry conviction to those genuine phil- 
anthropists, who Itnow that the feelings of the hu- 
man heart are seldom useful tor mankind, excepting 
when they are under the discipline of frincijiles % that 
/one of the greatest safeguards of civilised society, 
is THE SANCTITY OF TREATIES j and that justicc 
is no less important to the world than benevolence. 
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Sdly. It is next necessary to remark, that we 
have no reason to presume that the inhabitants of 
Oude were, on the whole, siifFercrs by our con- 
' flection with the Vizier; but rather the reverse. 

4 » 

This assertion cannot with plausibility be denied, 
■when it is considered that Saadut Ally, the present 
Vizier, is the legitimate heir to* the family whom 
we found on the Musnud of Oude ; and that the 
British power has preserved that province from the 
rapacity of foreign invaders, and has also (if the 
Bengal Government are to be believed) withheld 
th6 Vizier from acts of tyrannical violence. But 
'to silenct att doubt on the subject, the confession 
of an adversary may be produced : 

** BxceUenefs territories been subject to 

the frequent or occasional devastations of the enemy i 
** had they been visited by unfovourable seasons, 
** or by other calamities which impair the public 
" prosperity, the rapid decide ef your Revenues 
** might have been imputable to ether causes than 
evil Administration; but, under the favour of 
** Providence, no such visitations have afflicted the 
** provinces of Oude, while the poiverful protection 
** of the British forces has maintained your Excel- 
** lency’s dominions, together with all the Com- 
pany’s possessions in this quarter of India, secure 
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“ frcrn the ravages of war, in the enjoyment of 
“ undisturbed tranquillity and peace,”* 

Whatever use the author of this passage has 
made of it, it seems no strained inference from it 
to say, that, in the opinion of the Bengal Govern- 
ment, the British power had preserved Oude from 
calamities, from which its inhabitants might have 
been expected to suffer as severely as they actually 
suffered from the mal-administration of the Nabob. 
This is, at all events, clear beyond contradiptijOfl* 
tliat the stale of that country was not palpably amil 
greatly the worse for the alliance with the Compaiqr„. 
and of course, that the supposed necessity fft 
fringing the terms of that alliance* 00(- of 
consideration for the Vizier’s subjects, is wholly 
inadmissible. 1 1 will afterwards be cons^Cfjpd how 
fir, if, in consequenre of our own support of the 
Vizier, it really duj become ujeces^ry to restrict his 
liberty, we were entitled tft ^ke advantage of ojtr 
own wrong in immeoMily profiting, as we did, by 
such an occasion. 

Xhe observations which have been made, refer 
to th« manner in which the Bengal Government, 
deduce their pretended right of coercive interference, 
jn the affairs of Oude, from the virtual obligatioQ^ 
imposed on them by their connection with, that 

* The Governor G cncral to the Vizier, O. P. No. 3, p. ISO. 
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province, of consulting the happiness of the people. 
There was yet another process of reasoning, by 
which the same right was derived from the same 
connection; but this shall be submitted to the 
reader without any remarks ; whether because it 
does not suggest, or does not require them> let 
himself be the judge. 

• 

The passage, in which this process of reasoning 
is detailed, bears this distinctive mark, that, in 
penning it, the Bengal Government, apparently 
abandoning those tours d' adresse to which, with 
whatever success, they generally resort in their 
state-arguments, have descended to tliat plainness 
of speech, which the mighty sometimes deign to 
employ,' when they wish to say what is unanswer- 
able. It b given as follows : 

** right the Cmptmy to secure the 
British Interests in the prvoitue of Oudty must 
be considered as the fundamental principle of 
every arrangement. It is the bond of connection 
between the dominions of the Company and 
those of his Excellency, and exists independently 
of his Excellency’s wll. The inference tO be 
drawn from this undeniable position is, that the 
British Government would be justified in pursuing 
the' measures necessary for the security of those 
interestsy not only without his Excellency's eon- 
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** scnti but even in opposition to his endeavours ta 
counteract than."* 

When it is considered that the above passage is 
intended to justify an interference, confessedly con- 
trary to the treaty of 1798, in the Vizier’s alBurs, 
what is this but an assertion, almost in so many 
words, of a right to break treaties, whenever it 
is found inconvenient to keep them? What a 
child in politics was that writer, who described a 
good man as one that swear fth to his hurt, 

AND CHANGETH NOT ! 


« O- P, No. 4, p. 16. 
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CHAP. IV. 

On the manner in which the Bengal Government 
exercised those two supposed rights, which have 
leen treated of in the two preceding chapters. 


XFj for tlie sake of argument, it be allowed 
that the Company’s Government possessed, in full, 
the two rights, which have formed the subjects of 
the two last chapters, still the Nabob Vizier had 
unquestionably on his part, a right, not indeed by 
treaty, but morally, to expect that the Company’s 
Government should exercise those two rights with 
moderation. 

Whether or not the right here claimed for the 
Vizier, in the case supposed, should be called a 
virtual right, is of little consequence. Lest, how* 
ever, the assertion of ^uch a right, in this place, 
should be thought inconsistent with the denial, in 
the last chapter, of the many virtual rights claimed 
by the Bengal Government, it is proper to men* 
cion the radical distinction between the two 
cases. The virtual rights affected by the Ben- 
gal Government, were placed by that Govern- 
ment on a par with legal rights. It was thought 
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lawful to enforce them by threats and violence, and 
in fact they were so enforced. The right here 
asserted for the Vizier is of a nathre entirely dif- 
ferent, it is, by the supposidon, a right, the violation 
of which cannot be resisted ; in maintaining such dl 
right, threats add violence not to be used, 
even if they could, be used with effect ; it is a right 
only in the eyes of conscience, humanity, reason; 
and religion. The distinction, then, bet^Veen these 
two kinds of right. Is the same as the distinction^ 
inaccurate, perhaps, but perfectly intelligible, whicK 
popular use makes between the terms lapo Rnd 

. . . 

If it be true tliat, by the treaty of other ^^rlfe-' ' 
ments between the Company and the Vizier, the 
Company’s Government possessed the right, v^hicK 
they claimed, of exacting from the Vizier a securi- 
ty for the subsidy, before his payments should fall 
Into arrear j but soil more, if it be true that they 
also possessed die right of a discretional interference' 
in the disposition of his internal affairs $ it is clear 
that those agreements left bis ClxcclIency.cBtireJy- 
at OUT mercy. The compacts between the two 
states approached, in this case, nearly to the 
nature of d naked compact^ which sets all the rights ' 
on one side, and all the obligations oii the other, " 
The treaty of 1798, with all its provisions, could 

G 
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then be regarded only as a paper announcing the 
unconditional surrender of the Vizier to the Com- 
|»ny. On such a supposition, to talk to a being 
so entirely dependant upon us, of our not having 
violated bis right&t would be mockery j he had, in 
this sense, no rights; he had thrown them all, 
with himself, into the arms of British honour and 

e 

generosity. To boast of our having kept our treaty 
with him, would be a shocking compound ut 
meanness, insolence, and cruelty ; the treaty could 
not hut be kept; for it gave us every thing. 

"tTnider such circumstances, tlicn, it is not enough 
^at v/e stay here on our bofid. Our very 
Euperlprity imposes on us an obligation not less 
sacred, though tinder other sanctions, than the 
db%atidns which laws or treaties create, and penal- 
ues .or wars enforce';-- the obligation to be temperate 
Ih the exertion of our power over a.bcing that lives 
pliljr pn. our breath, and B> watch over all his 
intereHts with the beating heart of a parent. 

This obli^tion, at least, was imposed on the 
fietigal Government with respect to the Vizier of 
Ouciej and has, it been fulfilled? Granting them 
0 have possbaed the . rights, whicji have been so 
often tnjypoiOned, have their rights beoi exercised 
in a il^t of equity ? 
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A negattvcy ^nd a strong negatm indeed, is the 
answer to be given to these questions ; as the preseoi 
chapter (which does not, however, pretend to 
exhaust the subject) is intended to prove. The 
propositions to be here maintained, are the three 
following : 

a 

1. The stare of Oude in 1799* was not such as 
to justify the exercise of either of the two rights in 
question. 

2. Since, by the treaty of 1801, Ac 
Government secure to themselves an 

troul over the civil administration of dhe 

demand of any farther security iat die 
the subsidy was unnecessary and wjust. 

4 ’ .t 3** t, vJ'' 

3t Si^positig it to have been jthtamd 
at the period in question, «» seettfMy*^l^ 

the future payment of the die 

actually exacted, was far greater than stKdi ^ hi 
equity, ought to have satisfied the Bengal Govfttn - 1 
ment. 'Is 

1. first point to be establish^li h, thi^ 
The state of Oude in 1799* wnr nei,mh 9s 
the txercUe of the tm r^s in quesHen, ^ ' 

G 2 ‘ 
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It will at once be perceived, that the proof Of 
.this proposition has been, in some measure, an- 
ticipated in the two preceding chapters. Indeed, 
so far as the rigjlfe of interference is supposed to be 
founded on the extremity of the case, it is, in strict- 
ness, possible to discriminate between the posses- 
sion of that right, and the equjtable discharge of 
it. The right, only accruing in the moment of 
evident and palpable necessity, cannot exist when 
it cannot be equitably exercised. In fact,- its birth 
can only take place amidst a convulsion of society, 
as to suspend all positive law, and to 
S?.avc: equity the sole governor. But so far as a 


bright of incericFence is grounded on 
sbl^^^lFeement, either express, or justified by fair 
cqRSi|^(i^ion, tetween the two parties, it may easily 
Be. ew^OTC^ legally, or in such a way as not to 
Ri^thbnze resistive, to .ithe exercise of it,, while yet 
itli^l^ercised wfra a severity which would shock 
M^^I-i^cHtSord add the wei^principled part of 




su^ffluQUs here to re-state the 
fortnelri]^ su^ested, as favouring the 
idea that. yiziw’s government, with all its 

ta.I^e ^^at) was 
{t.aiDtk»rs in the fepdS^ntations 
o,f h^d.^id^ reasons for exhibiting 

:u' in the* darkest colours possible. A single fact 
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may be here mentioned, as tending to confirm this 
account of the matter. The total tif the Jumma 
at which the provinces were ceded to the Company, 
was one Crme and thirty-five Lacks of Rupees; 
whereas the Mofusul Jumma, for the very first 
year after these provinces came into the hands of 
the Company, is stated at one Crore and nearly fifty- 
seven Lacks. So great an increase of the revenue 
within so short a period, can only be accounted 
for on the supposition, that tlie produce of die 
®oil had been carelessly collected under the. Vizier,; 
while it was, in reality, greater than k f 

. . . - 

But if It be true, that the condition 

under the administration of Saadut Allyi'^a ^ 

deplorable as it appears in the state- pape;^ '^. die 

Government of Calcutta, stilt tb% at least, 

be allowed, that every method have liecft 

put in practice to persuade the Vizier to a reiforin 

of his administratibn, before threats and force, 

employed for that purpose. Here appears to 

have been the crying sin of the Bengal Goveth- 

inent. Although they did not coirimence the nCr 

gotiation in the style of menace, yet from the vciy •; 

first, they seem to have discovered a spirit so far 

from cdnciliating, such a disposition.; .to; (lictat^,. 

and after no long interval, such a decennination to 

^efit at the expcnce of the Vizier, that hb pride.- 

G 3 
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was roused, and all his feelings disgusted. It is 
io vain to pretend that he could not be persuaded 
to ameliorate the state of his dominions. The 
CJtperiment was never tried. Words, in them- 
selves, simply persuasive, may easily be utteretl 
in a tone of command, and with a look of defiance* 
The measures pursued, and the general deportment 
adopted by the Bengal Government, with respect 
to the Vizier, while they yet confined themselves 
to the language of advice and remonstrance, were 
of most harsh and offensive kind. The haughty 
of Compelling him to annihilate his own 
milkairy establishment, by glutting, unnecessarily, 
the,;^untry with British troops, which he was 
{b pay,-— the eager attemps to convert his 
|dan df In fkvour of his Son, into an 

soiterideir ef his poi^er to the Company,— 
meiie two proceedings were so indecent, and be- 
riisporition in the Brit^ Government so 
so grasping, and M insolent, that even 
had nothing else occurred Of 'the sarhe kind, a 
thin ushered upon the tapi^ cOuld 
been eapected to arrive at a favourable 

aSsut* -• 

4, . • 'A, . 

^ ^The V^piPfboHd his uutfeority 'despi^ -by his 
more Auo^s, the British subsidy pei|>etu- 

eatli^ into his treasury, and liia 'OrQiles inefli- 
cient in the field, and dangerous only in the camp. 
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In such a case, he had every reason to wish for 
a reform. His interested passions, not only those 
of that enlarged kind, which are generally found to 
move under the same parallel with the dictates of 
duty, but those meaner and more selfiish feelings 
whose field of view is bounded by the moment^ 
must all have beeh enlisted on this side. In effect, 
there is no doubt that he did wish for a reform j 
and, if this disposition had been properly and 
honourably encouraged, where on the face of dK; 
earth is there a shadow of proo^ that a paciQfi. 
reform, and a reform with his concurrence, 
not have been accomplished ? 

’ '‘tV 

2. The proposition next to be proved, 1^, that 
smcct hy the treaty of \iO\f the 
mnt secured to themselves an ^eutnt eotdroai 4^' 
the civil adminisiratim of Oitde^ .iht demand 
farther security for the payment of the suhsid^ t^ 
unnecessary and mjust, > ? 

This proposition is so evident, that it should 
seem hardly possible for any detail to rendh^ dc 
clearer. The territorial security, for the paypn^ 
of the subsidy was avowedly demanded on the as- 
sumption, that the revenues of Oude 
gresMvely decline till they should be exhausted. 
The declension of the revenues could gojon, only 

G4 ■ ■ “ 



4^1 REMARKS OH THE OUDB QtriSTION. CHAP. IV. 

upon. the supposition, that the mal-administration 
of* the Nabob, to which they were attributed, 
should continue. Now it happens, that by the 
very treaty which gave this territorial security to the 
British, an effectual provision was made against 
the continuance of the mal-administration of the 
Vizier, by securing to us a full fontroul over his 
Excellency’s Government. But was not this, of 
itself; an ample security against the failure of his 
"stipulated payments ? Could any ampler security 
bo desired*, than our usurping, which in effect we 
9 plenary controul over the fund out of which 
payments were to proceed ? And what then 
shall Wdaay to that provident ambition which, in 
^dditfopvto. a security so ample, exacted the farther 
i^curityiof shalf the Vizier’s paternal dominions in 
^rpctual sovereignity ? Qr who can hear of such 
^exaction, without experiencing a separate wound 
in ^v^q: honourable and virtuops feeling of his 
Surely, if extortion eyee, visited the earth 
iii sh^|>e of a treaty, it was in that of the treaty 
of. territorial cession, between the Company's Go-« 
vefnttient and the Nabob Vizier 1 

'.•J * ' r 

.To .palliate tKjs act, one shift may possibly be 
•resorted, which, although it wduld but a 
shift, sht^p, perhaps, be noticed. The territorial 
cession may be vindiesued on the ground, not of 
the apprehended failure of the revenues of Oude, 
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but of that discretional right of interference which 
has been mentioned. If the existence of such a 


right be supposed, and on that supposition the pre- 
sent chapter proceeds, then, it may be argued, the 
Bengal Government had a right to approjiriate to 
themselves the whole of the Vizier’s dominions* 
and in seizing but the half of them, and contenting 
themselves with more definitely establishing their 
privilege of inspection over the remainder, they 
evinced a vet y enviable spirit of moderation, , Oh 
this point sometiiing shall be said hereafter; i^ ii*-" 
deed, it be necessary to say one syllable j&r^r . 
this, that the question is not now, 
right of interference existed, but whethefti^ 
ceding its, existence, it was eqttitabfy 
Should any man seriously maintain the 
interference, of which the very first object 
forever to despoil the Vizier of half his doi^^H^' 
either his imderstanding or his heart must 
very singular construction. No* this shi^ 


not avail the Bengal Government ; nothing rari-eaf* 
tenuate the mingled absurdity and injustice:6f'&^l 

* ' ' V ' t 

pelling the Vizier to insure us against the evil 
^equences of a calamity, the occurrence c 
we were, by the very same act, rendering 
impofsitde. 

3. 'The third proposision to bfe {irov^lf j 
supposing it just and necessary, at 
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tim, to exact a farther security for the payment of 
ihe subsidy, the security actually exacted was far 
ampler than such as, in equity, ought to have satisfied 
the Bengal Government, 

And here, it win be allowed by all parties that 
there is but one principle, on which such a Mrcurity 
can be equitably regulated: whether it bt con- 
sidered as a remuneration, as an insurance, or as a re^ 
me^y it ought to be exactly commensurate with the 
cemce performed, with the danger apprehended, 
with the evil to be remedied. Now, on this principle, 

, ‘5t is phun enough that, for the periodical payment 
a conditional occupation of terri- 
toijr |Th’ thc nature of a mortgage) would have been 
1 gready more equitable security, than the assign- 
-theht of a large tract of territory in perpetual sov- 
i but without particularly adverting to 
. .pj^fvplhbt, it will be easy to shew that the quantum 
seized by us in Oude, was extravagantly 
^reit i jrtobabiy Hoieb af great, at least, as it ought 

. ...A'-, 

•'■’.Tins will appear, if it can be proved, 

the number of the British forces', 
,which?.w Bengal Government of 1801 , computed it 
jp he nj^ssuy to station permanently in Oude, was 
Smnrodewtely great. 
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Secondly, that although the treaty was actually 
founded on tins computation, and the amount of 
the ceded lands was professedly regulated by it, yet 
in truth the Bengal Government did not, when they 
framed the treaty, intend to station permanently in 
Oude the number of forces requisite by their own 
computation. 


Thirdly, that notwithstanding all this, the qaattr 
turn of territory seized was large enough to main, 
tain, not only the computed number of forcis^'.tH(| 
a much greater number. , ' ; 


First, it is to be ptrovicd that the coonpu^lti}^^ 
the number of troops to be stationed |>et'm«i^i^y ' 
in Oude, was excessive. •; 




It will surely not be thought an act of 
towards the Bengal Government, but perhapajraiii- 
ther the reverse, to open this part of the 
with proving, that this Government was^under f.' 
sore temptatation to over-rate the number 
necessary for the purpose in question. WiSirft 
Lord Wellesley first projected the augmentatioi^ 
or radier duplication, of the British forces in Oo^ 
he wrote thus to the secret Committee, 
of January 1800.* ‘*Of the measures now in, 
gress in Oude, I Shall at {fiesent say 

* 0. P. No. 5, p. 4. ' 
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*'■ than that they are calculated to secure the cx- 
** ternal defence and internal tranquillity of hi> 
** Excellency’s territories, to reduce your mlitary 
“ expence by transferring the charge of a very large 
** body of your troops to the funds of the Nabcl 
** Vizier i See. Sec, 

* 

From this extract and sonic others of the same 
complexion, we find somewhat curiously that, be- 
sides the ** necessity” imposed on the British Go- 
veroment of “ defending the Nabob against all 
^•;CBemies,” and the consequent imperious obliga- 
ti^ of overrunning his Excellency’s dominions with 
ttptji^'lwhkh his Excellency was obliged to main-. 

there was another sort of necessity, concur- 
sOHtfy af .work in this business,-— r/5e necessity of 
relieving ■ the embarrased state o^ the Company's 
jl»^is f 

MWi - * 'I, . ^ 

i;, Btit let us noiV sec the principle on which the 
Ber^'al government ostensibly computed the mag- 
nkode.af.vthc military force which it was necessary 
10 ^atph in Oude. 

' y 

' ** It might, not (says the Governor General, 
<^ddr«?ssing the Nabob Vizier in November* 
^ 1 he in the power of the.British Government 
** on a s^den emergency to re-in^orce the troops 
Sh ybtif ' Excellency’s country with sufficient 
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expedition j my firm opinion therefore is, that the 
“ Company can in no other manner fulfil effectualljjr 
their engagement to * defend the dominions of your- 
^ Excellency against all enemies,* than by maintaln- 
ing constantly in those dominions such a force as 
shall at all times be adequate to your effectual 
** protection, independently of any rcinforccmcntt 
which the exigency might otherwise require, but 
“ which might not be disposeable in proper 
" season/’ ’ / ' 


On this principle the proposal of augfneodH^jt|M 
British force in Oude was originally grot)n^^!iiP|; 
by this, the quantum of territorial'; 
after wa rds regulated. And never surely 
ed a principle more exravagantl ' 
be on our guard against remote' 
wise; but who, that is permitted 
in the world, ever thinks of beir^^ar liis 


guard against eyery' ^ssible danger, howetrei^^ 
mote, as if he kiteri’ it to be instantly 
over his head ? By this rule,' all the 
on which common sense is content to.act 
verted. By this rule, every ir^h ought 
in his house every night; for, He woul^ il^aiidj^doy 
so on any particular night when he '^11'’ 

threatened by robbers.’^ By thls riiley- rib snite’^e^Hl' 


ever reduce its armies td %, piei^ eribhlisim^^tf 
But what should we 
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1 

Europe f We, who are apt to iinagine that peace 
io the armour of war, is scarcely any peace at all j 
ihac the blessings of a diminished expenditure fuHy 
outwei^ a remote risk of surprise } that an inva- 
ding army of men does not come upon a country, 
like an invading army of locusts, with an east wind 
one night ; that, by the constitution of things the 
£>rce of an attack bears a fixed proportion to the 
magnitude, and in a great degree to the notoriety 
also, of the preparations preceding it ? 


.. -And what then is the difference betxveen the case 
jqf^an European state and thatofOude ? Simply 
thj^l JChat an Eiirc^an state is forced to fay the 
which it raises, and is therefore not likely 
to overstock its military establishment ; while in 
lint case of Ou!^, #ie British ^overtment recruited. 
Nabob was CjornpoUed to pay ! Nothing 
easier than to shew, fibeun a.reidew of the 
ajgf^^'.j:lindostan at the oontempla- 

the oQCMrrence of a which the 

|^nt^%|^vernmeBt iSi^iOijld have ftwnd it impos- 
s|^ as ttimy toOude as might 

Iki If^ufsoefor was utterly improbahte? 


as before this period, 

•But .WpKdt a tsymw woo^ be su- 
rr ahd of it, it will «nfBce to 

can fairly be 



invade 
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Oude, during the very year before that in which, 
the permanent increase of the Oude army was proi!»> 
posed. The Shah’s preparations were itnnwoceE 
and his progress (as Sir James Craig mentions,*) 
extremely rapid. At that time Tippoo was alive 
and indeed was the instigator of this invasion 
and the native troops of the Nabob Vizier (so chft 
Oude papers informs us) were not only useless bU( 
dangerous to their own party. On this emergency 
(he British Government of course bestirred them* 
selves, and with such success that MsrquU^ 
Wellesley says in a letter to the f DirectorSi 
“ I have the satisfaction to inform you* 
every possible precaution has been taken {of 
effectual defence of the frontiers of Oudei.'V“* 


After all, they diverted the coming stornn I?y a little 
coarse neguciatiun with the King of. Pei:$i|ib . whO- 
appearing in arms on Zemaun’s fironCK]r> mcol^ 
that Prince to the defence of hia own 
yet to prevent the renewal of an alarm so •cit^ 
hushed, the British force in Oude was proposed tjO 
be permanently augmented ; the faith of ,lTmtij[^ 
was,, to say the best, strained without limit 
virtual right of interference in the Nabdb's 
nistradon was sec up ; and finally the memorable 
of territorial cession was forced upon 
most valuable provinces were extortedvfrom hijE|^P|| 
ferpetual sovereignty. But this treaty, b hardly 


♦ O. P. No. 2, p. 35. ■ + ’ : S 
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eluded, when accounts arrive in Hindostan, that 
Zemaun Shah, this permanent enemy, has perished^ 
and that his dominions have fallen into confusion ! 

But in another view also, the estimate of the 
forces permanently required in Oude, was excessive. 
For the introduction of our troops into that country, 
one alledged cause was, the securing of its internal 
tranquillityy which, according to the loud and re- 
iterated representations of the Bengal Government> 
was perpetually endangered, partly by the Nabob’s 
usel^ and dangerous native troops, partly by the 
dfecbiitene which his vicious system of administra- 
tion is said every where to have diffused. Now 
since by the operation of the treaty, both these 
evils were avowedly corrected, it seems rather hard 
that the quantum of military force computed to be 
requisite before the conclusion of the treaty should 
be ‘‘e^eted into a standard for all future times. 
What is still more curious, not only was no abate- 
ment made on the principle just ' mentioned •, but 
the task of regulating the police of the Nabob’s re. 
served territories, a task which theBritishGovernmcnt 
insisted on undertaking, was itself made the ground 
of a farther charge upon his Excellency’s treasury. 
I^;)ndt ehis'Stmiething wonderfully like a double entry 
df the sa^ie item into the same account ? 

It has now been proved that the British estimate 
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of the forces permanently requisite in Oude, which 
ebtimate regulated the amount of the territorial 
cession, was inordinately great. Had the territorial 
cession never taken place, or had territory been 
ceded only on condition of the actual presence, in 
Oude, of the estimated number of British troops, 
there can be little doubt that the full complement of 
troops would have been there stationed. But here 
another scene of this extraordinary negotiation 
opens: for no sooner was the territorial cession agi» 
tated, than it was found convenient to liberate the 
Company’s Government from the necessity of midii'* 
raining any given number of forces, cither in the 
ceded or reserved territories, excepting the* 
tachment attached to his Excellency’s person. ' ‘ 

Secondly then, we may remark that althou^. the 
amount of the ceded lands was professedly 
lated by the computation, which the Bengal Go^ 
vernment had previously made, of the number bf 
forces required as a permanent garrison in the 
province of Oude, yet they did not, in framing 
the treaty, intend permanently to station there the 
number so computed. . > 

It must, indeed, seem a circutnstaiwie! not a lit* 
tie suspicious, that whereas former treaties had 
bound the Company to maintain a specific amount 

• H 
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of British force in Oude, the treaty of 1^01 only 
bound them to the defence of the Vizier’s 

dominions. The difference was not accidental, 
for Colonel Scott received express orders to controul 
the new treaty widi this variation.* Yet it might 
have been thought that the British Government, 
although not making the number of troops a- mat- 
ter of stipulation, retained their opinion of the 
necessity of keeping up the computed number 
somewhere, either in the ceded or reserved terri- 
tories^ and intended to act upon it. What shall 
•WO>>tfaink, then, of the following sentence, which 
-.occurs in the (governor General’s accountf of” the 
■itadtHgadvantagti'* of the treaty of 1801 ? 

** Tl»e operation of this treaty exonerates the 
" Bridsh Government from the obligation of 
** iHaintaioing any definite or specified number of 
“ troops in the province of Oude, the Company 
*' being charged with the general defence of the 

‘ Viziei^s domimons, and bring relieved from all 
** speeial engagements with r^prd to the descrip- 
** don or amount of the force to be employed for , 
** that pwpose,'’ 

- Now this ** leading advantage,'* could be ad* 
vantage, only- on the supposition that the Com- 
pany's Goveenment codd make use of it j that is, 

* O. P. No. », p. 2*4. + O. P. No. 4*, p. 14. 
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that they would not find it necessary always to ke<p 
in Oude as many forces as the revenue of the- Ceded' 
territory would enable them to pay. How, indeed, 
this could be the case, when (as we learn frotft a' 
passage above quoted) it was the Governor General's' 
'* firm opinion, that the Company tn no other 
** manner fulfil efiectually their engag«nent to 
" defend” the Vizier’s dominions, ** than by main- 
** taining constantly in those dominions such a fbrce 
** as should, at aU times, be adequate to their efiec- 
** tual protection how the relief from a spedal 
engagement could be any advantage, if the genetat 
engagement to defmd his Excellency's dominions" 
equally bound the Company to ** maintain 'chw- 
stantly** the computed number of troops in Oude j 
how, in short, the same thing could be necessary 
and not necessary ;--**those can, prehaps, best ex- 
plain, who are so loud in their r^toaches of'** the 
** false and artful character of the Vizier.” 

Nothing mote seems necessary to shew that die 
computation, by which the amount of the territo- 
rial cession was professedly adjusted, was extremely 
strained. It now remains to be proved, 

Thirdly, that, strained as this'compatatatioii wts* 
the territory seized was large enough to 'tnaftitain -x 
much greater than the compute number of forces. 

H 2 , 
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This will appear at once, when it is remarked 
that, though the ceded territories were, on the 
whole, confessed to be much impoverished, yet they 
were adequate, even in tliis impoverished and, 
therefore, improveable state, to cover the charges 
of the whole computed force, together with the 
expence of collections. The Vizier remonstrated 
against such an arrangement, rc/pjesting that the 
lands should be received at an ancient J unima ; 
but on this point, the Bengal Government was in- 
flexible, declaring that a compliance with his Lx- 
cellency’s request would be entirely subversive 
** of the fundamental principles of the 'I'enitorial 
** Qcssion.”* 

The reasoning by which tiie exaction of die 
lands at their Jumma was vindicated, amounted 
to this'; that, as the improvement of those lands 
would be effected entirely by the regulations of the 
British Government, the British Govcrnmcni was 
entitled to all the consequent increase of revenue. f 
It ib difliculc to believe that in a grave state-paper, 
and with all thesolcmnitv of offlcial declaration, an 
argument like this should be maintained, of which 
the meanest hawker of vares in the streets practi- 
cally shews the fallacy. For is it ro be endured, 
that the price of an article should be regulated 
merely by the use which is made of it by the seller? 
*■ O. P. No, 3, t>. 210. . f O. P. No. 3, p. 167, &r.. 
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Is it to be endured, that the imprcveableness of an' 
estate is to go for nothing in its exchangeable value ? 
According to this equitable rule, a house which 
happens to stand unoccupied, ought liccrally to 
fetch no price whatever in the market ; and had the 
Vizier possessed a whole tract of the finest country 
in an uncultivated state, the Bengal Government 
would have had a fight to seize it, without making 
him any remuneration at all ! 

Surely the rule of equity would have been, to 
receive the lands at a rate somewhere between their 
reduced and their possible value ; instead of this> 
the Bengal Government began, in the very first 
year, to gain immensely by this forced bargain » 
the increase of the revenue will proceed, the Oude 
papers inform us, with accelerated velocity j* and 
Mr. Henry Wellesley states it as his confident 
expectation, f that “ the land revenue of these pro- 
** vinces, when fully cultivated, will amount to 
** two crores and fifty lacks of rupees." At that 
period, it is perfectly possible, as far as tlie treaty 
of 1801 is concerned, that, with the exception of 

H .■> 

* This is given on the authority of the negotiators of the 
cession. They .iclmit, however, that the increase here spo- 
ken of has been impeded, but ascribe tliis efl'ect to.t|ie 
temporary pressure of a drought. 

I- 0. P. No. l, .p. 36\ 
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the detachment attached to the Vizier's personi 
there may not be stationed a single British soldier 
or sepoy throughout the whole extent of Oude, 
wliiic ti)e Cen.'i any wij) be in the annual receipt 
of a subsidy which would be adequate to maintain 
twife as large a force as, by their own extravagant 
computation, they estimated to be permanently re- 
quired in that province. It would be easier to call 
up battalions from the earth with a stamp of the 
foot, than to vindicate such an arrangement as this, 
in the eyes of equity, honour, and hqmanity. 

It is presumed that the considerations which have 
now been ofiered on the subject of the territorial 
etturity sufficiently prove the security to have been 
fzr ampler than, at the very worst, the case re- 
quired i and when it is remembered that, as has been 
already shewn, no territorial security at all was 
-necessary, some data are g^ed, by whiph the gi- 
tgantic spoliation, calling itself a territorial cesaon, 
may be measured. 

But the argument may be ha;e repealed, that 
this measure is to be justified on the right possessed 
. (by 'the Company’s government to interfere de- 
«irivety in the affairs of Oude, for the Secm'lty of 
the British interests in that country, and for the 
happiness of the inhabitants. In addition to what 
was formerly said respecting the fudlky of Mich an 
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argument, we may obseve that the British interests* 
it has been just now demonstrated, did not require 
such an interposition ; ai)d that, as far as the bap* 
piness of the inhabitants was the motive of our 
interference, that interference should have been 
disinterested. We ought to have gained nothing 
by it but a simple reimbursement of the few eX" 
pences to which ii! exposed us. But the issue of 
this humane concern to assist the Vizier's subjects, 
makes it manifest that the Bengal Government 
liked the Jiay better than the service^ and the 
ferquisites better than either. 

It must farther be remarked, tliat if the rig^t 
of interference is derived from the necessity bo 
which we had reduced ourselves, by our own act;, 
in firmly establishing the Vizier's authority, and 
thus lifting him above all apprehensions of his sub^ 
jects } in this case our interference ought to have 
been doubly . disinterested. Strict equity would* 
perhaps, under such circumstances, enjoin us to 
rectify the mischiefs which we had occasioned, en- 
tirely at our own expence } but assuredly, thi^ we 
should, alt least, not be gainers by our own wrong, 
is a principle which would barely satisfy justice* 
of even the coarsest quality. It follows that every 
Rupee of the revenue of the ceded lands, exceed- 
ing the actual expences which the defence and- the 

H4 
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management of the whole country cost us, should 
on this principle, have been restored to the Vizier. 

It is not pretended that, in the preceding obser- 
vations, the equity of the case before us is fully 
discussed. IVluch might be said on the political 
advantages which the Company are declared to 
have derived trom the tcrritonal cession, and on 
the abatement which, on that account, ought to 
have been made, in our demands ; much also on 
other and similar topics ; but it is impossible, 
within any reasonable limits, to particularise every 
item of injustice in our late negotiation with the 
Nabob Vizier. When due notice, however, is 
taken of the circumstance, that the whole of the 
arrangement of 1801 was avowedly on that 
prince, that we literally made our own terras with 
Isim, and that therefore this negotiation, of all 
others, should have been distinguished by peculiar 
delicacy and moderation on the part of the British 
Government; enough, unquestionably, has been 
said to establish the po.-i'ion, that, whatever rights 
this Government possesses with respect to Oudct they 
exercised them in any spirit but that of equity. 
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Conclusion of tho Subject. 


JL HE two principal grounds of defence, taken by 
the Bengal Government in this question, have now 
been examined, on the piinciples both of legal and 
of equitable justice j and if it has not been proved 
that, in every view, the conduct of that Govern- 
ment in negotiating the treaty of 1801 with the 
Nabob Vizier, was utterly indefensible, and that 
the arguments employed in vindicating it are as 
ieeble, as the rajxicitv which dictated it was daring, 
the preceding pages have been strangely faithless 
to one of the strongest causes that was ever pleaded 
at the bar of reason and justice. 

On a review of this discussion, there is one 
affecting consideration, which must force itself on 
every feeling and well-principled mind. It is thisj 
that the arguments which have been so easily, 
refuted in the closet, have proved but too powcr» 
fill in the field j that though, on paper, they may 
be blown to pieces by a breath, they have been 
found strong enough to effect the subjugation of an 
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entire kingdom, and to reduce a Prince, whose 
sovereigiiv/ was guarrantccd to him bjr the solemn 
promise cf British faith and honour, to the wretched 
i:ondition of a crowned slave. 

It is rumoured, that this injured Prince has at 
length become satisfied with his lot. The wretch 
who, on the rack, has lost every vestige of the 
human shape, may live to smile again j but never, 
in the sacred name of the eternal principles of 
justice, let th's be considered as an apology for the 
oppressor, or a palliation of the injury. 

.But it is not in behalf of the Vizier alone that 
dib earnest application is made to the public 
feeling. The character and reputation of Great 
Brttain have suffered a deep stain .9 the eyes of a 
whole continent. With the language of equity, 
truth, sincerity, and disinterestedness in our mouths, 
we have deliberately violated a treaty. With the 
specious profession of consulting the happiness of 
merj, whose interests were not committed to our 
charge, we have in effect deposed a sovereign who 
was expressly under our protecrion. We i ave 
committed an act, which must diffuse Jeep diitiust 
throughout the whole extent of Hindustan, alarm 
every independent sovereign for his safety, instil 
into the minds of our allies doubt and jealousy, 
shake die general authority of treaties, sanction the 
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impolitic policy of ambitious encroachment, and 
thus lay a foundation for future struggles and com- 
motions, productive of miseries, infinitely over- 
balancing any local and contracted advantages which 
may have furnished the pretext for our conduct. 

What can prevent their pestilent -effects, or re- 
store our lost credit, but a relinquishment of our 
unjust gains, and a reparation to the party injured? 
A decisive adoption of these measures, on so public 
a theatre as that of Hindostan, would be calculated 
to produce the most signal impression of British 
justice and virtue on the minds of the Princes 14 
that quarter of the world, and, by refiecting badh 
to this hemifphere our reputation in the Easi^ 
would confirm every honourable title by which 
England claims to be the Guardian tht iHertits 
Europe. 
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It was thought not unadviseabic to give the 
reader a sample of this negotiation between the 
Vizier and the Bengal Government j which will 
perhaps be done most effectually by submitting to 
him a letter from the former with the reply by the 
latter. 

The Vizier communicated to Colonel Scott this 
paper, before its transrnusion to the Governor 
General. The Kesidenr having represented to 
him that > was rr .y a draft of a letter, and not 
written fair, his Excellency struck out with his 
pencil the usual heading and conclussion. and beg- 
ged that it might be dispatched in that state, with 
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a View of giving information to the Bengal Go- 
vernment, respecting the sacrifices which, at their 
desire, he w as disposed to make. The Governor 
General was highly offended at the form of this 
paper, and desired that a severe reply might be re- 
turned. The Vizier defended himself by stating, 
that he intended the paper only for his Lordship's 

information,” meaning, it nnay be presumed, that 
it was expressly an unofficial address. Whether this 
were a sufficient apology, especially in Asia which is 
generally considered as the region of etiquette^ it is not 
perhaps easy to determine. It should be observed^ 
however, that no reason can be assigned why his 
Excellency should intend any wanton affront to the 
British cabiner, and that Colonel Scott does not^p* 
pear to have made any objection to the form in 
v/hich this instrument was ultimately dispatched. 

This letter, with so much of the one of Colonel 
Kirkpatrick's, as relates to it, may afford some idea 
of the hauteur uniformly discovered by one of the 
parties in this negotiation ; and, as this was almost 
the only instance in which tlicre seems to have been 
any colourable ground foi assuming the language 
of hauteur, tlie citation of it cannot be considered 
as unjust toward the Bengal Government. 
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** Translation of a Memorial presented on the 
llthjanuary) 1800, to Lieutenant Co> 
lonel William Scott, Resident at 
Lucknow, by his Excellency the Nawaub 
Vizier*^ 

** The real State of the Case is as follows j 

** For these eighty and odd years these provinces 
have been under the most perfect and uncontrouled 
tway of my ancestors ; and from the time of my 
deceased fether. Treaties of Amity have subsisted 
bcffetithe Honble, Company and this Government, 
hf. which the latter has been much strengthened. 

•* Daring the life time of my late brother affairs 
between the two States went on as usual ; numerous 
were the enemies he had to contend with, and fre- 
quent were the disturbances and mutinies that took 
place amongst his soldiery nay, they even pro- 
ceeded to Such lengths, that during the late Rohiila 
Krar two complete battalions, as your Lordship may 
have heard, meditated going over to the enemy. 
Notwithsta.nding these circumstances it never once 
entered the imagination of the British Rulers to 
introduce the innovauons, and carry into effect 
such arrangements as those now suggested by your 
Lordship. 


O. P. No. 9, p. 87. 
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** Through the favour of the Company, and asaUotdl 
by their power, 1 ascended my Hereditary Musnudt 
and it being in all ages and countries the practice 
of powerful and liberal Sovereigns to spare neither 
expence nor trouble in assisting those whom they 
may once have taken under their protection, I, 
being solely dependent on the Honblc. Company, 
and confidently* trusting to their magnanimity and 
generosity, fully expected that during my Govern- 
ment the affairs of this Country would shine forth 
with a splendour beyond that of any of my prede- 
cessors. 

** The reputation of the Company will last until 
the day of Judgment. 

“ God forbid that during my time any changes or 
degrading innovations should, without any cause, 
take place, or that the ancient servants of the fa> 
mily should, for the crimes and misconduct of a 
few worthless wretches, be deprived of their sub 
sistence, and being turned on the world, disperse 
my infamy abroad ; whilft those who remain in my 
country, becoming my deadly foes, will disseminate 
enmity and distrust of me amongft those of my 
servants who may be retained, who will say among 
themselves, * These people were dismissed yester- 
* day, to-morrow our turn will come,’ until at 
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length the whole of my servants will become my 
inveterate enemies; from which predicament may 
God defend me. 

** What affects me above all things isj that by act- 
ing thus, the credit and honour of the Company 
■will suffer, and I myself shall no longer be held in 
estimation, either abroad, or in my own country. 
It will then become evident to every person, that 
the Company, no longer putting confidence in the 
sincerity of my friendship, deprived me of the di- 
rection of my own army, and spread their troops 
over my dominions. 

** Should such an event take place, my authority 
in these provinces would be annihilated ; nor would 
my orders be attended to on any occasion, whether 
trifling or of moment ; whilft any extraordinary 
exertions in paying the Subsidy regularly v/ould 
become labour thrown away. 

** Making myself, hov/ever, sure that it never can 
have been your intention, or conformable to your 
Lordship’s wish, to distrust, degrade me, or lessen 
my authority in these Dominions, I shall, without 
ceremony, disclose to your Lordship my unfeigned 
sentiments and wishes. With the advice o^ and 
in concert with the Company, I consider, myself 
fully capable of carrying into effect every necessary 
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measure of Reform, and, tlirougli their kindness, 
1 have neither fears nor apprehcnsioiiii ; reckoning 
it my indcspensablc duty, above cverv consider- 
arion, to satisfy and obey them, I sliall never fwerve 
a hair's brcacith from the Treaty coiicluded with 
them on niy a'.ccndlni^ the Pvlu'^nud ; whilst, from 
iheir known good faith and strict adherence to 
Treaties, I am also certain that no breach of the 
‘.aid Treaty is intended on their part. 

“ This premised, I must trouble your Lordship 
with a few remarks upon the Treaty above allu- 
ded to. 

The second Article of the aforesaid Treaty sets 
forth, that ^ By existing Treaties between the 
‘ States, the Honb!". Company are bound to de 
fend the Domiiuon '*1 the said Nawaub Vizier 
^ against all enemies ; and, with a view^ to enable 

* them to fulfil this engagement, the Company 
« have largely increased their Military KitabirJi 

^ ment by new levied regiments, both of iiiiafit:) 

* and cavalry; in consideration whereof the aforc- 

* said Nawaub agrees, in atidition to the annual 

* Subsidy, being Lucknow S* Rupees 

^ to pay the farther sum of 1922399 R'. making 

* altogether the sum of seventy-six Lacks of R‘i^ 

‘ pecs of the present weight and standard/ 

1 
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«By a reference to tins ariiclc it will be evident to 
your Lordship, that, on my accession to the Mus* 
nud, the force designed for tlie defence of these 
dominions V, as increased beyond what it had been 
on any former period, whilst on my part I agreed 
to defray the expeiicc ol' the said augmentation j 
but in no part of the said ai ticlc is it written or 
hinted, that after the lapse ot a certain number of 
years a further permanent augmentation should 
take place ; and to deviate in any degree from the 
said Treaty appears to me unnecessary. 

“ The 7th article of the same Treaty states, that 

* The Governor General, Sir John Shore, bart. 

* on the part of the Company agrees, that the 

* English forces maintained in the country of Oude 

* for its defence, shall never consist of less than 

* 10000 men, including Europeans and natives, 
‘ cavalry, infantry, and artillery j and if it should 

* become necessary to augment the troops of the 

* Company, in Oude, beyond the number of 
' 13000 men, including European and natives, 

* cavalry, &c. &c. the Nawaub Vizier above- 

* mentioned .igrees to pay the actual difference, 

* occasioned by the excess above the number j and 

* in the same manner if the troops of the Company 

* in Oude, from any necessity should be less than 

* 8000 men, including infantry, &c. &c. &c. a 

* deduction shall be made from the annual stipend 
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^ of seventy-six Lacks, equal to the actual diflcr- 

* cnce of men below the specified number.* 

“ From aninspectioa of this article we learn, that 
after the conclusion of the Treaty in question, np 
further augmentation is to be made, excepting in 
cases of necessity i and that the increase is to be 
proportioned to the* emergency, and endure but as 
long as the necessity exists. An * augmentation 

* of the troops without existing necessity, and 
‘ making me answerable for the expence attending 
‘ the increase/ is inconsistant with treaty, and 
seems inexpedient. 

'* By the same article, the increase of the force 
when necessity requires, and a corresponding de- 
duction from the stipend, when a reduction of the 
army takes place, arc t v Idcnt. 

Towards the latter end of the 1 7th article it is 
stipulated, ‘ That all transactions between the two 

* States shall be carried on with the greatest cor- 

* diality and harmony j and that the said Nawaiib 

* shall possess full authority over his household 
' affairs, hereditary dominions, his troops, and his 

* subjects;” Should the management of the army 
be taken from under my direction, I afk where 
is my authority over my household affairs, hereditary 
dominions, over my troops and my subjects ? 

I 2 
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From the above considerationsj and from riie 
magnanimity of the Sircar of the Englisli Company, 
I am induced to expect from your Lordship’s kind., 
ness, ih.at, putting tlie fullest trust and coiilidi nee 
on my friend.shi[i and att.ichmt nt on every occ.rsion, 
you, in conformity (o the treaty, leive me in 
possession of the full authority over my di'minioiT-, 
army, and subjects i and further, ] have to rcquc.«:, 
that you would enjoin Lieutenant Colonel Scott lo 
advise and consult with me, when, (with that (.jcu- 
tlcman’s assistance) God willing, tire ncces'^a.v 
military arrangements shall speedily be made, and 
the whole of ir.y troops become henceforth ( hc- 
dient, submissive, and ready for action j whiisi. 
indebted to your Lordship’s kindness, I 
shall continue obedient to your commands, c<;n 
suiting your pleasure in all things. 

The fame of the Company will, by tliesc tncatis. 
be diffused over the face of the earth ; and, my 
reputation increasing, I shall continue to olFer up 
prayers for the prosperity of the Company. 

“ Thus, with the freedom of friendship, I have 
exposed to your Lordsnip the secrets and wishes 
of my heart. The delay that lias occurred in 
answering your Letter, was occasioned by my wish 
to give you in detail tlie whole of my desires j 
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your frien.lbhip k’av;-s no doubt of your Lordship’s 
compliance with them. 

“ A true translation, 

“ I.iicknow, “ (Signed) JVm J'iiky Assistant.” 

Id January, 1800.” 

“ From Ct'loncl Kirkpntricic, 

To [..icutenant Colonel William Scott, 
Resident at Lucknovv^* 

" Sir, 

“ Para. I. Yourlett '"oftlie Idth in.'.tanr, with 
its sever.’! iiiclosurt-', h.is been leceived by the 
Right honourable the Governor General. 

2. “ His T.ordship not thinking proper to receive, 
in its present form, the written communication 
made to you by the V bob Vizier on the 1 1th in- 
stant, as an answer to his Lordship's letter of the 
5th of November last to his Excellency, directs 
that you lose no time in returning the original of 
that communication'to his Excellency, accompa- 
nying the delivery of it with the followiiig observa- , 
tions, in the name of the Go’ crnor Genera!. 

“ S. The mode adopted in the present instance by 
his Excellency, of replying to a public letter from 
the Governor General, attested by his Lordship’s 

I 3 

O. P. No. 3, p. 89. 
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seal and signature, and written on a subject of the 
most momentary concern to the mutual interests of 
the Company and of his Excellency, besides indica- 
ting a levity totally unsuitable to the occasion, is 
highly deficient in the respect due from his Excel- 
lency to the first British authority in India. 

4. His Lordship, therefore, declines making 
any remarks on the paper which you have trans- 
mitted, and desires that the Nabob Vizier may be 
called on to reply to his Lordship’s letter of the .Oith 
of November, in the manner prescribed, no less 
by reason than by established usage. If, in for- 
mally answering his Lordship’s letter, his Excel- 
lency should think proper to impeach the honour 
and justice of the British Government, in similar 
terms to those employed in the paper delivered to 
you on the 11th instant, the Governor General 
will then consider how such unfounded calumnies 
and gross misrepresentations, both of facts and 
arguments, deserve to be noticed.” 

How this letter cr” Colonel Kirkpatrick’s was 
received by the Vizier, to whom Colonel Scott 
had express ordi.ro to '■•ommunicate it, and what 
advantaj^e wao taken of the whole incident, the 
following extracts from a letter ot Colonel Scott's* 
will shew. It is unnecessary to make any comment 
upon them. 

♦ O. P. No. S, {). 02.. 
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Para. 3. His Excellency discovered considerable 
agitation in the perusal of the paper, and after 
thoroughly comprehending its tendency, which he 
either did not, or affected not to understand, until 
I had explained to him the allusions and references 
of several passages ; he exprcs-jcd very poignant re- 
gret at having unintentionally, as he affirmed, 
drawn upon himself such solemn animadversions 
from your Lordship. 

4. It would, his Excellency observed, be the 
extreme of ingratitude and folly, wantonly to pro- 
voke t!ie displeasure of that Power on which alone 
he relied for the preservation of his honour, jind 
the support of his authority. He attempted to 
apologize for the paper, by saying, that he meant 
it merely as a repjesentation of arguments which 
might be produced, and not as a formal declaration 
of his own sentiments, and on that account had 
adopted the mode which your Lordship had viewed 
in so exceptionable a light, 

8. I entertain strong hope*;, that the strain of re- 
proof and admonition adopted by your Lordship 
will make a due impression on his Excellency’s 
mind ; and I beg to assure your Lordship, that 
it shall be my invariable study, by a firm, and 
even tenacious, but plain, line of conduct, in 

14 
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all my transactions with his Excellency, to draw 
the best effects from that impression, and to pre- 
serve it unimpaired.” 

Appendix (R) page y.O, 

“ Treaty between theNawab V'izier, Saadut 

All Khan Bchader, and the Honourable 

ft 

tlic En‘j;lish East India Company ^ 2 1st 

February 1799* 

'' WuEREas various treaties have been concluded 
at different times between the late Nawaub Suiah 
ud Dowlah Behader, and the Nawab Asoph ud 
Dowlah Behader, and the Honourable the English 
Ea'‘t India Company, to the mutual advantage of 
their respective dominions; The Nawab Vizier 
ul Momaluk, Yeemcn ud Dowlah, Nazim ul 
Mulk, Saacl.it Ali Kahn Behader, Mobariz Jung, 
and Sir Jolui Sliore, Baronet, on the part of the 
Flonoiirable the East India Company, with the 
view ro ourpeniite the .fnity r.ubsistitig between the 
tw'o s,'ate.s, arid the advantages reciprocally rt-sul- 
tint from it, now agree to the following articles : 

** Fir'-t. —Ttot rhe peace, friendrliip, and union, 
so long subsi.sring between the two states, shall be 
perpetual j the fiicnds and enimies of either shall 
be fi lends and enimies of both j and the contract- 
ing parties agree, that all the former treaties and 
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■,'T«,'r.:or;:s hit'v.-.M rhc two st.itcs, now in force, 
.:r.'l mt co'Kr.'.iy CO ti;t; tenor of this engagement* 
be con.'rmru by ir. 


“ r* .-corKl. — By the- existing treaties between the 
''.'.i!'-., ti'.e I'loru/urable the East India Company 
. b /ond to defend the dotr.iiiions of his Highness 
r;i(' Nawaiib S.udnc All Kahn against all enemits ; and 
Witii a view to enable them to hillil this engagement, 
an..l at tiie s.ntie time lo provide for the protection 
of their own dominions, the Engiish Company 
iiave largely ini-i eased their military establishment 
by the addition of iiew-kvied regiments, both of 
infantry andcavaliy, tlie Navvaub Saadut Ali Kahn, 
in consideration theieof, agrees, in addition to the 
annual sub-idy paid by the late Navvaub Asoph ul 
Dowlah to the f r.g!-'h Company, being Rupees 
fifty-six Lacs seventy-seven thousand six hundred 
and iliirty-eiglit ; to pay in perpetuity the further 
sum of Rupees nineteen Lacs, twenty-two thousand 
three hundred and sixty two, making all together 
the sum of seventy six Lacs of Ruptes, I'lic said 
Rupees to be Oucie Sicca Rupees of tiie present 
weight and standard. 

“ Third. — The above subsidy of Oude Sicca Ru- 
pees seventy-six Lac?, is to commence fion the 21st 
of January one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
eajit, the date of the accession of the Nabob Saa- 
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dit All Kahn to the Musnud of Oudc; and the said 
Nabob engages that it shall be punctually discharged 
month by month, as it becomes due in sums of Oude 
Sicca Rupees, six hunred and thirty-three tiiousand 
three hundred and thirty nine, five Anas, four Pice, 
of the present weight aad standard, accoiding to 
the Kistbundy annexed. 

** Fourth. — That the arrears of subsidy due upon 
former engagements to the twenty-first of January 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-eight also, 
be immediately discharged. 

** Fifth. — 'TheNabobSaadit AliKhaun agrees that 
annual allowance of one Lac fifty thousand Outle 
3icca Rupees be made to Vizier Ali Kiuiii and 
agrees to pay the amount, by monthly Kisis or 
twelve tiiousand five hundred Rupees, to the b'.n- 
glish Company, who will pay the same to Vizier 
All Kahn, as long as he shall continue to reside in 
the dominions of the English Company. 

*- Sixth. — Thestipends cothe Begums andPrinces 
at Benares, amiju.oifig to Rupees two Lacs four 
thousand pe: .mnuni, ani* the Furruehabad pen- 
sions, amounting to Rupees tvventy-turee thousand 
six hundred and thirty-eight, are included in the 
above sum of seventy-six Lacs of Oude Sicca 
Rupees. 
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Seventh. — The (iovernof General, Sir John 
Shore, Hiironet, on the part of the East India 
Company, a>j;reer. that the Englisli forces maintained 
in die country of Oude for its defence, shall ne- 
ver consist of less than ten thousand men, including 
Europeans and natives, cavalry, infantry and ar- 
tillery, ; and if at any time it should become neces- 
sary to augment the troops of the Company in 
Oude, beyond the number of thirteen thousand 
men, including Europeans and natives, infantry, 
cavalry, and artillery, the Nabob Saadut Ali Khaun 
agrees to pay the actual difference occasioned by 
the excess above that number; and in the same 
manner if the troops of the Company in Oude» 
from any necessity, should be less than eight thou* 
sand men, including infantry, cavalry, artillCty, 
natives and Europ is, a deduction shall be made 
from the annual stipend of seventy-five Lacks of 
Rupees, equal to the actual difference of men be. 
low the specified number. 

Eighth.— x^s the English Company are not pos- 
sessed of any fortress in the dominions of Oude, 
the Nabob Saadit Ali Khaun, having the fullest 
reliance on the friendship of the English Company, 
agrees to make over to their exclusive possession 
the fort of Allahabad, with all its buildings and 
appurtenances, and the Gauts immediately depen- 
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dent upon the fort, together with as much land 
surrounding the fort, as may be necessary for the 
purpose ot an esplanade, the Company agreeing 
to be answerable to the Nabob for the amount of 
the r evenues collected from the said Gauts j the 
said Nabob also agrees to advance to the Company 
such a sum as may be necessary for strengthening 
and improving the fortiheations of this fort, pro- 
vided that it do not exceed the sum of eight Lacs 
oi Oude Sicca Rupees; and that the said amount 
or actual amount oi the expenditure, not exceeding 
eight Lacks of Rupees shall be paid to the Coinjv’.r.y 
within two years from the date of this tieaty, in 
such projrortions as may be required for delraying 
the cxpence to which it is applicable ; and the said 
Nabob Saadut Ali Khan, for the same reasons, 
furtlier agrees to advance the hngli.sh Company, 
lor t.'.r purpose of repairing the fort of Futtyghur, 
within six months h<,m the date of this engage- 
men:, a sum not exceeding in the whole three Lacks 
of O'l.ie Sicca Rupees. 


“ Nii'.th. — 1 i tor the better protection and defence 
<‘i the dominions of the N ibob Saadut Ali Khan, 
* snnukl!. .■ decineil advisable to change the pre- 
;.eni stations of the troops at Cawnporc and Futty- 
ghur, the Nabob Saadut Ali Khan consents thereto, 
and that the troops shall be stationed in such places 
as may be judged most adviscablc and convenientj 



appendix. 


125 


and that he will defray the expence attending their 
removal, and making cantonments for the troops. 

“ Tenth. — As rite English Company have incurr- 
ed a considerable cxpence by their exertions in esta- 
blishing the right <n the Nabob Saadut Ali Khan, 
the said Nabob agrees in consideration tliercofi 
to pay the Company the sum of twelve Lacks of 
Glide Sicca Rupees. 

Eleventh. — As the payment of the Company’s 
troops in Oude, depends upon the regular discharge 
of the subsidy stated in the second and third articles 
of the treaty, the said Nabob engages to cxerf 
his utmost endeavours to discharge the stipulate 
Kists witli punctuality ; but if contrary to the sin- 
cere intentions and exertions of the said Nabob 
the payment of the Kists should fall into arrears, 
the said Nawaub Saadut Alu Khan engages and 
promises that he will then give such security to the 
Company, for the discharge of the existing arrears 
and the future regular payment of the Kists, as shall 
be deemed satisfactory. 

** Twelfth.— Whereas by the engagement now 
enterred into between the Nawaub Vizier and the 
Company the amount of the subsidy is considerably 
increased, and many other permanent charges upon 
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bis Excellency arc incurred ; on a comparison of 
his disbursements with the assets of his country, it 
becomes necessary to make such reductions in the 
superfluous charges ot the public establishments, 
servants, &c. as may be requsitc, and are consist- 
ent with his Excellency’s dignity and convenience. 
To that end the said Nabob agrees to consult vvith 
the Company’s Government, and *in concert with 
them devise the proper objects of such reductions, 
and the best means of effecting them. 

** Thirteenth. — ^As the political interests of the 
Nabob Saadut Ali Khan and the English Company 
«re the same, it is expedient and agreed, that all 
correspondence between the Nabob Saadut Ali 
Khan, and any foreign power and state, shall be 
carried on with the knowledge and concurence of 
the Company ; and die Nabob Saadut Ali Khan 
agrees and promises that no correspondence con- 
trary to the tenor of this article shall be carried 
on by him, 

** Fourteenth. — As the stipulations in the com- 
mercial treaty between t!ie two States have not 
been enforced with due attention, particularly in 
the dominions ofthc Nabob Vizier, the contracting 
parties agree to exert their utmost endeavours to 
give fonce and effect to them. 
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Fifteenth. — The Nabob Saadut Ali Khan en- 
gages and promises that he will not entertain any 
Europeans of any description in his service, nor 
allow any to settle in his country, without the con- 
sent of the Company, 

*' Sixteendi. — The Nabob Saadut Ali agrees 
that a suitable maintainance shall be provided for 
the reputed children of his brother, the late Nabob 
Asoph ul Dowluh; and willingly promises, to take 
them under his protection. 

Seventeenth. — The Nabob Vizier ul Momalik 
Saadut Ali Khan Behauder, for himself and hfS 
heirs, and the Govenor General Sir John Shore* 
Baronet, on the part of the East India Com- 
pany, respectively promise to observe, sincerely 
and ftrictly, all the articles contained and fettled in 
the present Treaty, and they both agree, that they 
will give the greateft attention to maintain, between 
themfclves, their dominions and their fubjeds, this 
prefent Treaty, and all the articles fettled by it ; that 
all transaftions between die two States fliall be car- 
ried on with the greatest cordiality and harmony on 
both sides; and that the said Nabob shall possess 
full authority over his household affairs, hereditary 
dominions, Jiis troops, and his subject;. 
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Kistbiitidy (or TnsfalmoiiO for tlic Payment of <I?c 
Annual Subsidy.. 


ift K'lst for iho monih of J; 

anuary. 

ptvabic on the ift Feb. 

4 

xd ditto tor r’chiiiary 

- 

ditto the III Much - 

^'3 >>.1.3? 5 4 

3 d ditto for March 

. 

ditto the iff Aniil 

5 4 

4 th ditto for Aosil * 

- 

Ji-to tl.- li* y.Ay 

S 4 

5 ih ditto for May 


ditto the t ll |i"u“ 

'i 4 

6 :h ditto fur Jui’.c 

. 

diit > f he I it July 

i 3C? 5 4 

7 lh ditto for July 

. 

ditt-i 'In-ift Ang'ift 

4 

8 th ditto for Augufl 

- 

ditto th»' th Scp ctIhi 

f>U.-;j 3 4 

9 th ditto for September 

- 

d'ttothe iJl O'lob'i - 

? 1 - 

loth ditto for O^lobtr 


ditto t! c • ll ^.'ov.Mll^cr 

^ 1 

iith dirio for November - 

- 

ditto the Dt'ccnilici 

^'3^313 5 4 

izch ditto loo December - 


ditto the ill JinuVry . 

5 4 



Tot s; 

R. 

Signed and Se iled by Sir John Shore, on the part of tin* f ^o’npi'jy, ^I’d *!.- 


Seal of Nawah SaaJut y\li K-hao, aTiKcA to the )i: I'opy. 

A true Copy 

2 tf! February (Sii.nfd) G'. iT 

Sure', I, \ lo <jo\ .. 

Treaty between the Honourable the East 
India Company and his Excellency the 
Nawaub Vizier, Ool Mumaulick Ycmccn 
oo Dowlah, Nazim ool Moolk Saadut AUi 
Khan Bahauder Mobaurez Jung, fur ceding 
to the Company, in perpetual Sovereignty, 
certain portions of his Excellency’s terri- 
tod.ii possessions, in commutation of the. 
subsidy now payable to the Company by 
the V^izicr: 

Where/. s by the treaty now subsisting between 
his Excellency, the Vizier and the Honourable the 
East- India Company, the Company have engaged 
to defend his Excellency’s dominions against all 
enemies i and, to enable them to fulfil that cn- 
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gagemcnt his Excellency is bound by the afore- 
said treaty to pay to the Cotnpany, in perpetuity, 
the annual subsidy of seventy-six Lacks of Lucknow 
Sicca Rupees ; and is further bound by the said 
treaty to defray the expence of aity atignientaticni 
of Force, which, in addition to the number of 
troops stipulated in the tieaty, shall be judgvd 
necessary to enable the Company to fulfil their 
engagements of defending his Excellcjicy’s domi- 
nions against all enemies: And where ’>s it is ad- 
visable tliat the fundi for defraying tliese charges 
be established on a footing which shall admit of no 
fluctuation of either increase, or decrease, and which 
shall aflbrd satisfiiction and security to the Com- 
pany, in regard to the regular payment in per- 
petuity or :tii ’■'•h charges; the following treary, 
consiitins: of ten -.ichs, is concluded on the one 
part by the Honourable Henry Wellesley and 
Lieutenant-Colonel William Scoit, on behalf and 
in the name of his Excellency the most noI:Ie cii.; 
Marquis Wellesley, K. P. Governor-Cu:u*ral I'".- 
all affairs, civil and militare, /f the iJiiiish iiui m 
in India, by virtue of fud power vested in r’v m 
f)r this purpose by the said ('lov'er!;o--C' n- 
and on the other part by his hixeelknav ti'.e 
Vizier, Ool Mumaulick. Yemeni oo Dov. !ah, N i- 


K 
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zim ool Moolk Saadut Alii Khan Bahauder Mo-' 
baurez J ung, in behalf of himself and his heirs and 
successors, for ceding to the Honourable the Eng- 
lish East-India Company, in perpetual soverignty, 
certain portions of his Excellency’s territorial pos- 
sessions, in commutation of the former and aug- 
mented subsidy, and of all other sums of money 
now chargeable to his Excellency on account of the 
Company’s defensive engagement with his Excel- 
lency. 

Article First. — His Excellency the Nawaub 
Vizier hereby cedes to the Honourable the East- 
India Company, in perpetual sovereignty, the 
under-mentioned portions of his terriLorial pos- 
sessions, amounting in the gross revenue to one 
Crore and thirty- five Lacks of Rupees, including 
cxpcnces of collections, in commutation of the 
Mibsidy of the expenecs attendant on the ad- 
<’itional troops, and of the Benares and Furruck*- 
a! id pensions. 
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Sii'.tetnent of the Jumma: 


('Iiurkluli Corah, Kiirnuh, aiul Chucklaii 
Ktuwah .... 

Jlehr iuid oUkms _ . , 

Fun uck abaci and oHioi'’ 

Khaiihaghu and othrr^ 

Azinighur and otbris-- 
A/inighur, Alowiiaid^^ 

Hniijiin - - J 

^ Jni uckjiore and otluMS, and Butwiil — 

CJoruckpinc, 5,09. 85.> 8 — ^ 

lint. Mil .. -40,001 J 

Souf)ah (;f .VM Ji.ifKid and others 


55,18,577 

5,.?3.J7() 

‘1;.'/U,001 

‘2,10,001 

7,95,024 


5,49,85 4 


9,31,905 


(-linrkhijliarclil} . A-o|)hab.td,.AKiIf)oory' 43,J.'J, 457 
Ndwaiib (nin je, jli’hly and othcis . 1.19,212 

.Jilohanl and oOici^. Midi the o\c*“ption of 

the '.‘’alook of Arvt 111 . - 1.08,378 


u y 

— (i 


7 0 


8 — 

1 5 

11 J 

12 U 


4 — 


S' Jiiif'iiia Liu hnoM fl i. 4 3,23,474 S 3 


The abovc-incnilontd Mchauls bt^irjy c • J-i’d r.o 
lliC i Io:K)ur;iblc Company, as hek! by dit- A uioiii 
in the year 120S Fusli, no claims arc 'o o * b- 

made on account of vi!ia;]^f*'s or 1 »a- w.’ ( . 

in fur.r.c:' years may hav^* Ixeii added ’-'j cr scya- 
i.ircd iToni the said Mohauls, 

Article Second. — The subsidy, Vvdiich by u.c 
:xcond article of tl;c treaty of 17y<S, his li^tcclloncy 
- ngaged to pay to the Com gany (now that te n I'omy 
is 2 b''igned in lieu thereof and of the expci * ^ Sm'j ot 

K Vi 
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the acldititlonal troops) is to cease for ever^ and 
his Excellency is rtlciised from the ol)ligation of 
clefrayin^r the expenccs of any additional troops 
which at any time may be required for the pro- 
tection of Oude and its dependencies, whether of 
the coiinti ies ceded to the Coinj'any, or the terri- 
r ,; !es \\!;ich shall in the po^'-ession of his 

rxcelv':ey the \ 

.\rdeit — T'le rion-anraolc the Ea'-.t-Iiidu 

CjIiIj'U'v hereby to deiend the terjitoiles 

wl'.ich v.h! remain to liis Excellency the \h7.icr 
ail forc’^n and domestic eneniie.*: ; p-.ovided 
always, rlut it be in tiic power of tlic Company's 
Government to stalicnr the British tioeps in rnch 
parrs of his Rxccllenee's dominions a" sh.all appear 
li'.e said (iovcrnmeni n:o;>t expeJienr; and j-ro- 
V ■' .1 hirri^er, that his Excellency, retaining in hh. 

l}.i:::>lions of infantry, one oi 

arc] Mewaltics,* ^wo Lho’u:':i;Kl iior'^emen, 
,;.c> tij t'\c number r>f ;;(}(; Gool if.d.iiiz, sred! dis- 
si\: • tiu* rcn'hniiclrr ( f his troops, excepting sueii 
mnrnlK.'S of aimed Fernr, as sliall be deemed necc'^- 
ior r!.e id the collections, and a few 

loi.'.ein<;- .ird \t . |> tf; .U'.i'rd t]>- persons cf the 
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Article Fourth. — A detachment of the British 
troops, Vv'lth a proportion (-f AiriliCiv, siuiU at all 
times be attached to his Excellency’s person. 


Article Fiftl^ — Thrr the true intent and ineini.ifr 
of tile nrsL, st*co*iv!, ilind, and fourth articles of 
the trenty may be rleaiiy understood, it is hereby 
declared, tli.it th*e tcnitoriai Cessions being in lien 
of the subr.iuv, and of aJi i xpcnct^s on account of 
tlic Company’s defensive cngagcnirnls with liis 
Excellency, no cl: niand whatever shall be made 
upon the territory of his Excellency on account of 
cxpences whicii the Honourable Company may 
incur by assembling forces to repel the attack or 
menaced attack of a foreign enemy, on account of 
the detachment attaclicd to his Excellency’s person, 
on account ol which may ocrasioiijlly bo 

furnislicxl f .r su{ii)icr.^.iiig rebellions or di‘,oider!'. iii 
his Excelic'Mcy’s ff r; iloii. rni accoiuit of failure 
in the resource ;> of die ceded di.-btiicts, arising fiuiu 
unfavouiMb'e ^ea .ms, (he caiamiLics of vvai, or an\ 
other caui-c v\aatsoevcr. 

Article Sixth. — Tlie t'rrirorios .eded to the 
Honourable Company liy the iirst .utii/ic of this 
treaty shall be subject to the (‘;:clu.sivc manage- 
n.ent; and contnnil of the said Company and their 
officers; and the honourable ilie East -liidii Ccnii- 
pany lieuby guarantee to Ids Excellency the VizicP 
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and to his heirs and auceeisoM, die {nasmion of t 
the territories which wQ} ijnofin tp fak i^xeeSeaejp 
after the territorial cession, together with -tho 
exercise of his and thei^ authority within the aaid 
donnoiofis. His Excellency engages that he wi0 
estaldish in his reserved dominions such a systenll of 
administration (to be carried into e^eot by his own 
officers) as sh^l be conducive to tnc prosperity 
of his subjects^ and be calculated to secure the 
lives and property of the inhabitants ; and his Ex- 
ceflency will always advise with, and act in con- 
formity to idle counsel of thp officers of the said 
Hoi^urable Company. 

Ankk Seventh.— The districts ceded by the 
first article of this treaty shall be delivered ovcf 
to the Company’s officers, from the commence- 
ment of the FusU year 1209, corresponding with 
die 2 -’d September, A. p* 1801, and his Excel- 
lency will coni inue to pay th^ subsidy and expense 
of the additional troopi,fro«i his treasury, in the^ 
same irannc as hitherto observed, until die Coiw^ 
pany s officer^ shall have Com 4 )l«te pqs-. 

session fi oni hisExcrllcncy’s oAlleu oC th<^cbuotrie%. 
so ceded. '1 he Company will pay- 

ment cf subsidy froii his Excellency’s treaa^j^ after ^ 
their nficcio shall have obtained possesjwlto-of the.,' 
hdid .CIS from the officers of hi» fSxceHency,' 



^ dontiicilng Vi 

ii of estabUjiuBg fucii « comti^iM lonactok 
t Ktiirftt! ii atKk dtMn^ions m cinli 

anttuiiby tfcne^y to tbo tubjeca of. boi^ 
iiereb]^ agree to fraoea separrue doihinert^t treat 
^In the mean time it ii^ agreed that the nevig^ic 
of the Cangeaj and of all other ritreri where tht 
may form the mutual boundary of the two State 
hball be free and uninterrupted* that is to lay* d> 
no boats passing up and down the Ganges* or odu 
rivers* where they form the'tnutual boundaries < 
both States* shall be Stopped or mtdMlsed fr 
duties; nor shall any duties be exacted ,ham boa 
which put to in the po$||^ioaa of mtber of the Co] 
tracting Parties without intention of landing the. 
goods. It shall* however* be in the power of hot 
GovemmeiHS to levy su(th duties as they may thin 
prqper on goods imported into or exported frot 
their respecuve domininons* not exceeding tl> 
present usage. It is further stipulated* that no c' 
emption from duties on article^ •pmehased in h 
Excellency’s reserved dominions* for the consuin* 
tion of the troops stationed within the Ceded Terr 
tories, shall be claimed after they shall have hre 
delivered over to the Company’s Officers. 


Article Ninth.— All the Articles of former T’-rs 
ties* for estahliriiing and cementing the union nm 
friendridp subsisting between the two States* aie t< 



* — ^ 

(3»<K:ittd«d Ijjjr ^ {gae 

iVjofKiSa^ on 

laft hmi tbe 

p-ilst pkt if^notvIsmKi&ti^by* ttnrW 

|tinai& ^ foree ‘coatkitte Si^iiq; Opoabothj 

; ‘ *\ 

^AihidEe Treaty^ confifilng of ten 

I Nftdh$% Ittvkfgbe^ tetdcd^tnd concluded in tbei 
|}ll^^^rK!i^krnow on £be tentb oFNovember) in die 
||ear Ofjrot Lord tSoi, corresponding with thcr 
ecoml^f the month of Rejeh of the year »ai$ 
leg!ra»\dtf* Henry Wellesley ana 

I Jrt 'tenant *V Scott have delivered 

(j 0 the «el4yKiet<tf bitf td th^ saa^ id English 

i (4 Pc»itn» sedl^ sig|be^ and 

Jhtodleney the Vwier^has delividneii -to the Hon- 
Henry Wefitley and Lhmfeoint Coh^I 
^illiatUlfSoeit, < ailother eepyiko niF Ei^lh end 
^rfian, tihe|in|^f ■ scial and 6gna«ure« end the Hot 
^urable Hd^^dkiley mi Lkuiehant' Cokin($l 
ieott digagen^j&jpefi^ and ddivey to tuh 
M Vizk^y days» 

K the same Raced- 

|ei^y the Moft nt^ldh wh^n 

]iie copy under th4e be rc* 







